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CHAP. LVIIL 

Origin, and numbers of thejirst crusade— Cha- 
racters of the Latin princes — Their march to 
Constantinople — Policy ofJhe Greek emperor 
Alexius — Conquest of Nice, Antiochy and Je- 
rusalem, by the Franks — Deliverance of the 
holy sepulchre — Godfrey of Bouillon, first Icings 
of Jerusalem — Institutions of the French or 
Latin kingdom. 

^ About twenty years after the conquest of chap. 

Jerusalem by the Turks, the holy sepulchre /„ 

was visited by an hermit of the name of Peter, Thefim 

' a^native of Amiens, in the province of Picardy • a. d. 1095 
in France. His resentment and sympathy were Peter the 

liennit. 
* Whiiniical enongh is the origin of the ntme of Pieordt, and from 
thcDce of PicardU. which does not date earlier than A. D. 1200* It 

mu 
VOL. XI. B 



% THS D£CLINR AND FAIX 

4;haf excited by his own injuries and the oppression 
J^.^,o( the christian name; he mingled his tears 
with those of the patriarch, and earnestly en- 
quired, if no hopes of relief could be entertain- 
ed from the Greek emperors of the East* The 
patriarch exposed the vices and weakness of 
the successors of Constantine. *^ I will rouse,"* 
exclaimed the hermit, '* the martial nations of 
" Europe in your cause ; " and Europe was 
obedient to the call of the hermit. The asto- 
nished patriarch dismissed him with epistles of 
credit and complaint; and no sooner did he 
land at Bari, than Peter hastened to kiss the 
feet of the Roman pontiff. His stature was 
small, his appearance contemptible; but his 
eye was keen and lively; and he possessed that 
vehemence of speech, which seldom fails to im 
part the persuasion of the soul.^ He was born 
of a gentleman's family (for we must now adopt 
a modern idiom), and his military service was 
under the neighbouring counts of Boulogne, the 
heroes* of the first crusade. But he soon relin- 
quished the sword and the world ; and if it be 
true, that his wife, however noble, was aged 
and ugly, he might withdraw, with the less re- 



was an academifal joke, an r piihet first applied to the ^narreUMie 
haoMar of tboie itudeots, in the uiiif ertity of Parii, who came from 
the frontier of Prance and Flanders, ( Valesil Notitia Gallianun, p. 447» 
LoDsnemsy Deteriptlon dc la France, p. 54>. 

^ WilUam orTyrt (L I, c. 11, p. 617, 6S8) tfant deaeribci the hrnnits 
Pusillns, persona eontemptibilis, vivaeis ingenii, et oeenhini habena 
pertpleaeem gratnmqne, et sponte inens ei non deeral eloqniam. Seo 
Alborl Aqnensii^ p» IW. Gnibert, p. 489. Anna Comnena In Alciiai^ 
1* X, p. SS4, dEC with Daeanf e*i Notes, p. 840. 
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luctatice, from het bed to a convent, and at ohap. 
length to an hermitage. In this austere soli- «,,««,« A« 
tude, his body was emaciated, his fancy was 
inflamed ; whatever he wished, he believed ; 
whatever he believed, he saw in dreams and re* 
velations. From Jerusalem, the pilgrim return* 
ed an accomplished fanatic; but as be excelled 
in the popular madness of the times, pope Ur- 
ban the i^ecoud received him as a prophet, ap* 
plauded his glorious design, promised to sup- 
port it in a general council, and encouraged 
him to proclaim the deliverance of the Holy 
Land. Invigbrated by the approbation of the 
pontiff, his zealous missionary traversed, with 
speed and success, the provinces of Italy and 
France. His diet was abstemious, his prayers 
long and fervent, and the alms which he re- 
ceived with one band, he distributed with the 
other; his head was bare, his feet naked, his 
meagre body was wrapt in a coarse garment; 
he bore and displayed a weighty crucifix; and 
the &SS on which he rode was sanctified in the 
public eye by the service of the man of God. 
He preached to innumerable crowds in the 
churches, the streets, and the highways: the 
nermit entered with equal confidence the pa- 
lace and the cottage ; and the people^ for all . 
was people, was impetuously moved by his call 
to repentance and arms. When he painted the 
sufferings of the natives and pilgrims of Pales- 
tine, every heart was melted to compassion; 
every breast glowed with indignation when he 
challenged the warriors of the age to defend 



4 THE DECUNE AND FALL 

CHAP, their brethren, and rescue their Saviaur; hig- 
.}f!!^^,. ignorance of art and language was compensate 
ed by sighs, and tears, and. ejaculations; and 
Peter supplied the deficiency of reason by loud 
and frequent appeals to Christ and his mother, 
to the saints and angels of paradise, with whom 
be had personally conversed. The most per- 
fect orator of Athens might have envied the 
success of his eloquence : the rustic enthusiast 
inspired the passions which he felt, 'and Chris- 
tendom expected with impatience the councils 
and decrees of the supreme pontiff. 
ta'^S?"* '^^^ magnanimous spirit of Gregory the se- 
comiciiof venth had already embraced the design of arm- 
A.D.7o^;ing Europe agamst Asia; the ardour of his zeal 
^' and ambition still breathes in his epistles: from 
either side of the Alps, fifty thousand catholics 
had enlisted under the banner of St. Peter;* 
and his successor reveals his intention of march- 
ing at their head against the impious sectaries 
of Mahomet. But the glory or reproach of exe- 
' cuting, though not in person, this holy enter- 
prise, was reserved for Urban the second,* the 
most faithful of his disciples. He undertook 
the conquest of the East, whilst the larger por- 
tion of Rome was possessed and fortified by 
his rival Guibert of Ravenna, who contended 
with Urban for the name and honours of the 

* Ultra quinqaaginta inillia, si me pouunt io expeditione pro dace 
et pontifice habere, armatmanll folnnt in inimicoi Dei iosnrgere et ad 
sepnlcltnim Domini ipso ducente pervenire (Gregor. vii, epkC u, tl, 
In torn, xii, p. 322, concil.) 

' See the original lives of Urban ii, b5 Pandnlphos Pisaniu and Ber» 
aardos Giiido, in Mnratori, Rcr. Ital. Script, torn, iii, pan i» p^ Ut| 
B6S. 
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poutificate. He attempted to unite the powers chap. 
of the West, at a time when the priuces were ,^,^J^,, 
separated from the church, and the people from 
their princes, by the excommunication which - 
himself and his predecessors had thundered 
against the emperor and the king of France. 
Philip the first, of France, supported with pa- 
tience the censures which he had provoked by 
his scandalous life and adulterous marriage. 
Henry the fourth, of Germany, asserted the 
right of investitures, the prerogative of confirm* 
ing his bishops by the delivery of the ring and 
crosier. But the emperor's party was crushed 
in Italy by the arms of the Normans and the 
countess Mathilda ; and th^ long quarrel had 
been recently envenomed by the revolt of his 
son Conrad and the shame of his wife,* who, in 
the synods of Constance and Placentia, con- 
fessed ^he manifold prostitutions to which she 
had been exposed by an husband regardless of 
her honour and his own.' So popular was the 

■ She if knowD by the different name* of Praxei, Eupr^cia, Enfn* 
lia, ind AdelaU ; and was the daughter of a Russian prince, and the 
widow of a margraTe of Brandenbnrgh. StruT. Corpus Hist. Germa- 
nics, p. S40. 

' Henricns odio earn ccepit habere : ideo inearceraTit earn, et eoil- 
cessit ut plerique Tim ei infcrrent ; immo filiom bortans ut earn snbagi- 
tarrt (Dodechin, Continuat. Marian. Scott, apud Baron. A. n. 109S, 
^o, 4). In the synod of Constance, she is described by Bertboldus, 
rernm inspector: qua^se tantas et tarn in inauditas fomificationem 
•pnrcitias, et a tantis passam fnisse conqncsta est, dec. And again at 
Placentia: satis misericorditer suscepit, eo qu6d ipsam tantas spurd* 
tias non tam commississe quam inTitaio pertuliise pro certo cognoverit 
papa cnm sancti synodo. Apud Baron, a. d. 1093, No. 4. 1094, No. 1. 
A rare subject for the infallible decision of a pope and council These 
abominations are repugnant to every principle of human natore, whick 
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CHAP, cause of Urban, so weighty was his inflaence, 
***,,,^/,. that the council which he summoned at Pla- 
centia/ was composed of two hundred bishops 
of Italy, France, Burgundy, Swabia, and Bar 
Taria. Four thousand of the clergy, and thirty 
thousand of the laity, attended this important 
meeting; and as the most spacious. cathedral 
would have been inadequate to the multitude, 
the session of seven days was held in a plain 
adjacent to the city. The ambassadors of the 
Greek emperor, Alexius Comnenus, wereintro- 
. duced to plead the distress of their sovereign, 
and the danger of Constantinople, which was 
divided only by a narrow sea from the victo- 
rious Turks, the common enemies of the chris* 
tian name. In their suppliant address, they 
flattered the pride of the Latin princes ; an^, 
appealing at once to their policy and religion, 
•xhorteil them to repel the barbarians oh the 
confines of Asia, rather than to expect them in 
the heart of Europe. At the sad tale of the mi- 
sery and perils of their eastern brethren, the as- 
sembly burst into tears : the most eager cham* 
pions declared their readiness to march ; and 
the Greek ambassadors were dismissed with 
the assurance of a speedy and powerful suc- 
cour. The relief of Constantinople was includ- 
ed in the larger and most distant project of the 

it not altered bj a dispute aooat rin^ and crosien. Yet it Khonld 
•eem, that the wretched, woman waa tempted bj the priettt to relate 
or snbtcribe some infamops stories of herself' and her hnsband. 

* See the narrative and acts of the synod of Plaecotia, ConciL Um^ 
xii, p. 811,4^0. 
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deliyerance of Jerusalem ; but the prudent Ur- chap. 
bao adjourned the final decision to a second MHJ}}!^, 
synod, which he proposed to qelebrate in some 
city of France in the autumn of the same year. 
The short delay would propagate the flame of 
enthusiasm ; and his firmest hope was in a na- 
tion of soldiers,' still proud of the pre-eminence 
of their name, and ambitious to emulate their 
hero Charlemagne,' who, in the popular ro- 
mance of Turpin,^ had achieved the conquest 
of the Holy Land. A latent motive of affec- 
tion or vanity might influence the choice of 
Urban : he was himself a native of France, a 
monk of Clugny, and the first of his countrjF- 
men who ascended the throne of St Peter. 
The pope had illustrated his family and pro- 
vince; nor is there perhaps a more exquisite 
gratification than to rewisity in a conspicuous 
dignity, the humble and laborious scenes of 
our youth. . 

* Onibcrty Umtelf a FrenchiiMiii, pniMt the piety ud valoiir of the 
Fkvoch mtioD, the author aad example of the crnaadet : Oew nohflK 
prudensy beliicofay dapsilis ct nitida • • • • Qaot eaim Britooei, AMgUm 
Ugnre s, «i bonia eof moriboi ▼idearoat, non illico Franeot komirne* ap* 
peileauM > (p. dTS). He owiu, however, that the TiTaclty of the Fkench 
def ene rates into petalance among foreignert (p. 48S)y and vain loqa»» 
eloBliieM (p. 608). 

' Par vtam qoam jamdadun Caroloi magniu minficoi rea Fferaaco 
mm aptari fecit niqne C P. (Oetta Franoontm, p. 1. Robert. Hoaaeh* 
Hist Hieros. L i,pu M, itt) 

^ John Tiipian«, or TurpiDos, was arrhbishop of Rbeims^ A. D. 77$. 
After the year 1000, this romance was conposfd in his name,* by a 
Boak of the borders of France and Spain ; and soch was the idea of 
ecclesiastical merit, that he describes himself as a fighting and drinking 
prittt \ Yet the hook of lies was pronounced anihentlc by pope Calix* 
tns II (A. D. IU9|), and is respectfully footed by the abbot Soger, la 
the great Chronidcf of St. DeDyi (Fabiic BiUiot Utiii. mdilJBiV 
edit. ICansif tpm. iv, P* W)- 
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CHAP. It may occasion some surprise that the Ro 
^h^}!}^.. roan pontiff should erect, in the heart of France. 
connciiof the tribunal from \yhence he hurled his anathe 
A-nTioosymas against the kin^; but our surprise \vill va- 
Noreniwr. j^ jgl^ SO sooH as wc form a just estimate of the 
king of -France of the eleventh century.'' Phi- 
lip the first ^as the great-grandson of Hugh 
Capet, the founder of the present race, who, in 
the decline of Charlemagne's posterity, added 
the regal title to his patrimonial estates of Pa- 
ris and Orleans. In this narrow compass, he 
was possessed of wealth and jurisdiction;, but 
in the rest of France, Hugh and his first de- 
scendants were no more than the feudal lords 
of about sixty dukes and counts, of indepen- 
dent and hereditary power,* who disdained the 
controul of laws and legal assemblies, and 
whose disregard of their sovereign was reven- 
ged by the disobedience of their inferior vas- 
sals. At Clermont, in the territories of the 
count of Auvergne," the pope might brave with 
impunity the resentment of Philip; and the 
council which he convened in that city was not 
less numerous or respectable than the synod of 

^ See £t«t dt U France, by the Count de BoalainTiUien, torn, i, 
p. 180-182, and the second Toiuihe of the ObserTations tur PHistoire 
de France, by the Abb6 de Mably. 

' In the proYincei to the lonth of the Loire, the first CapeHmu were 
scarcely allowed a feudal supremacy. On all sides, Normandy, Bre> 
tagne, Aquitain, Burgundy, Lorraine, and Fianderi, contracted the 
name and limiu of the proper France. See Hadrian Vales. Notitta 
Oallianim. 

* these counts,' a younger branch of the dukes of Aqniuine, wera 
nt Mttfth despoiled of the gremtest part of their country by Philip An* 
gusttts. The bishops of Clermont gradually became princes of the citjr« 
Melanges, tires d*ane grande Bibliotheque, torn. zutI, p. S88, die. 



OF THE ROHAN EMPIAE. 9 

Placentia." Besides his court and council of chap. 
Roman cardinals, he was supported by thir- ^viil 
teen archbishops and two hundred and twenty- "'" 
Ave bishops ; the number of mitred prelates 
was computed at four hundred; and the fa- ' 

thers ojf the church were blessed by the saints, 
and enlightened by the doctors of the age. 
From the adjacent kingdoms, a martial train 
of lords and knights of power and renown at* 
tended the council/ in high expectation of its 
resolves ; and such was the ardour of zeal and 
curiosity, that the city was filled, and many 
thousands, in the month of November, erected 
their tents or huts in the open field. A session 
of eight days produced' some useful or edifying 
canons for the reformation of 'mann'ers ; a se- 
vere censure was» pronounced against the li- 
cence of private war; the truce of God^ was 
confirmed, a suspension of hostilities during 
four days of the week ; women and priests 
were placed under the safeguard of the church ; 
and a protection of three years was extended 
to husbandmen and merchants, the defenceless 
victims of military rapine. But a law, however 
venerable be the sanction, cannot suddenly 
transform the temper of the times; and the be- 

* S«e tbe acts of the comicii of Clermont, Concil. torn, zii, p.SM, 4rc« 

* Conflnxenint «d conciiiome multls regionibos, ▼iri potentis et ho- 
Borati, innameri qauoTis cingulo Uicalu militifle toperbl (Baldric, as 
cje-witoess, p. 80-88. Robert Mon« p. SI, 32. Will. Tyr. 1, 14, U, 
p. 619^1. Gttibert, p. 478-480. Fulcher. Caroot, p. S82). 

' The trace of God (Tre? a, or Treaga Dei) was fint ioTented ia 
A^ai^ani, A* d. 1038 i bhuned by tome bishops as an occasion of per- 
jnry, and rejected by the Normans a» contrary to their pri¥ilc|;es (b«» 
caaie, Otow. Latin, torn, ti, p. 088-d85}. . 
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CHAP, nevolent efforts of Urban deserve the lees praise, 
*'^'";^^ since he laboured to appease some domestic 
quarrels, that he might spread the flames of 
war from the Atlantic to the Euphrates. From 
the synod of Placentia, the rumour of his great 
design had gone forth among the nations : the 
clergy on their return had preached in every 
diocese the merit and glory of the deliverance 
of the Holy Land ; and when the pope ascend- 
ed a lofty scaffold in the raarket-place of Cler- 
mont, his eloquence was addressed to a well 
prepared and impatient audience. His topics 
were obvious, his exhortation was vehement, 
his success inevitable. The orator was inter- 
rupted 1»y the shout of thousands, who with 
one voice, and in their mstic idiom, exclaimed 
aloud, " God wills it, God wills it"' " It is 
" indeed the will of God," replied the pope ; 
** and let this memorable word, the inspiration 
** surely of the Holy Spirit, be for ever adopted 
'^ as your cry of battle, to animate the devotion 
*^ and courage of the champions of Christ. His 
'* cross is the symbol of your salvation ; wear 
** it, a red, a bloody cross, as an external mark 
^' on your breasts or shoulders, as a pledge of 
** your sacred and irrevocable ' engagement.** 

* Deus siilf, Dnu wtt/ was the*(Nire ««(;lafliiatiMi of flM Hcrgy wlio 
nndentood Latin (Robert. Mod. 1. i, p. Sf). By tbe iNHimte laity, 
who Kpokc the Proebuui or Limmum idiom, it was eorr«pCad to Omm 
l» wHf or IHex ei toit. 8te Chron. CnsiDCBse, 1. !▼, e. ll» p. 49f , fai 
Maratori, Script Remm ftal. torn. It, and Pocaage (diM«fffat. sl» 
p. 207, tnr Join? itle, and OIom. Latin, torn, ii, p. OtO), wlio^ in liif 
preface, prodacet a rery dM&cnlt tpechnen of tbe diaket of Ro t ci fn a t 
*. D. IIM, Tery near, both in time and place, to the «anncil nf CIcSi 
moot (p. Iff, 16). 
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The proposal was joyfully accepted ; great chap 
innnbers both of the clergy and laity impressed .y?^}}}^.^ 
oi\ clieir garnieiits the sign of the cross/ and so- 
licited the pope to march at their head. This 
dangerpus honour was declined by the more 
prudent successor of Gregory, who alleged the 
schism of the church, and the duties of bis pas- 
toral office, recommending to the faithful, who 
were disquaUfied by sex or profession, by age 
or infirmity, to aid, with their prayers and alms, 
the personal service of their robust brethren. 
The name and powers of his legate be devolved 
on Adhemar, bishop of Puy, the first who had 
received the cross at his hands. The foremost 
o( the temporal chiefs was Raymond, count of 
Thoulouse, who^e ambassadors in the council 
excused the absence, and pledged the honour 
of their master. After the confession and abso- 
lution of their sins, the champions of the cross 
were dismissed with a superfluous admonition 
to invite their countrymen and friends; and 
their departure for the Holy Land was fixed to 
the festival of the assumption, the fifteenth of 
August, of the ensuing year.* 

' Moil eomnonly on tlieir itbovMcn, in gold, or tils, or elofb, tewed 
en their gtrmentt. In the first cnisade, all were red ; in the third, the 
French alone prefer? ed that colour, while green croMet were adopted 
by the Pleniingt, and white by the English (Dncange, torn, ii, p. 051). 
Yet in England the red ever appears the favourite, and, as it were, the 
national colour of onr ntiiitary ensigns and uniforms. 

' Rongnrsitts, who has published the original writers of the cmsades, 
adopts, with much complaeency, the fanatic title of Guibertus, Oesta 
Dbi per 'Francos; though some critics propose to read Gesta DftMi 
per Fraacof (Hanoviae, 1611, two vols, in folio). I shall briefly enn- 
Berate, at they ttaod in this collection, the authors whom I hare used 
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CHAP. So familiar, and as it were so natural to 
^^^^'" man, is the practice of violence, that our indul- 



jiiftUre of gence allows the slightest provocation, the raost 
Mdetr* disputable right, as a sufficient ground of na- 
tional hostility. But the name and iiature of 
an holy war demands a more rigorous scrutiny ; 
nor can we hastily believe that the servants of- 
the Prince of Peace would unsheath the sword 
of destruction, unless the motive were pure, the 
quarrel legitimate, and the necessity inevitable. 
The policy of an action may be determined 
from the tardy lessons of experience; but, be- 
fore we act, our conscience should be satisfied 
of the justice and propriety of our enterprise. 
In the age of the crusades, the christians, both 
of the East and West, were persuaded of their 
lawfulness and merit : their arguments are 
clouded by the perpetual abuse of scripture 
• and rhetoric ; but they seem to insist on the 

right of natural and religious defence, their pe- 
culiar title to the Holy Land, and the impiety 



for the first cratade. i. Gesta Francorum. ii. Robertas Mooachns. 
III. Baldrictis. iv. Raimundiis de Agiles. t. Albertus Aqaensis. vi. 
Fnlcberins Carnotcnsis. vii. Guibertus. 'viii. Willielmos Tyriensis. 
Maratori has given us, ix. Radulphns' Cadomensis de Gestis Tattered i 
(Script. Rer. ItaL tom. ▼, p. 285-333), and, x. Bemardns Thesanrins 
de Aquisitione. Terrse Sancts (tom. Tii, p. 664«848). The last of 
these was unknown to a late French historian, who has given a large 
and critical list of the writers of the crusades (Esprit des Croisades, 
torn, i, p. 13-141), and most of whose judgments my own experience 
will allow me to ratify. It was late before I could obtaifei a sight of 
the French historians collected by Duchesne, i. Petri Todebodi Sa- 
cerdotis Sivracensis Historia de Hierosolymitano Itioere (tom. iv, p. 773- 
815) has been transfused into the first anonymous writer of Bongarsius. 
II. The Metrical History of the first Crusade, in seven books (p. ^9^ 
913)^ is of small value or account* 
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of their pagan and mahometsm foes.^ i. The chap. 
right o( a just defence may fairly include our .i:J[l!^,, 
, civil and spiritual allies: it depends on the 
existence of danger ; and that danger must be 
estimated by the twofold consideration of the 
malice, and the power of our enemies. A per- 
nicious tenet has been imputed to the mahome- 
tans, the duty of extirpating all other religious 
by the sword. This charge of ignorance and 
bigotry is refuted by the koran, by the history 
of the*mussulman conquerors, and by their 
public and legal toleration of the christian wor- 
ship. But it cannot be denied, that the Orien- 
tal churches are depressed under their iron 
yoke ; that, in peace and war, they assert a dj- 
yioe and indefeasible claim of universal empire; 
and that, fn their orthodox creed, the unbeliev- 
ing nations are continually threatened with the 
loss of religion or liberty. In the eleventh cen- 
tury, the victorious arms of the Turks present- 
ed a real and urgent apprehension of these 
losses. They had subdued, in less than thirty 
years, the kingdoms of Asia, as far as Jeru^a* . 
lem and the Hellespont ; and the Greek empire 
tottered on the verge of destruction. Besides 
an honest sympathy for their brethren, the La- 
tins had a right and interest in the support of 
Constantinople, the most important barrier of 
the West ; and the privilege of defence must 

' If the muler will tarn to the first iceoe of the first pitrt of Henry 
the Fourth, he will see in the text of Shakespeare the natural feelings 
of enthnsiasm ; and in the notes of Dr. Johnson, the workings of a bW . « 
fotted, though f igorous mind, greedy of every pretcnec to hate aad 
^Tsecnte those who dissent from his creed. 
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CHAP, retch to prevent, as well as to repel, an im* 
.AOillL pending assault. But this salutary purpose 
might have been accomplished by a moderate 
succour; and our calmer reason must disclaim 
the innumerable hosts and remote operations, 
which overwhelmed Asia, and depopulated Eu- 
rope. J I. Palestine could add nothing to the 
strength or safety of the Latins; and fanati- 
cism alone could pretend to justify the con 
quest of that distant and narrow province. 
The christians aflTirmed that their inalienable 
title to the promised land had been sealed by 
the blood of their divine Saviour: it was their 
right and duty to rescue their inheritance from 
the unjust possessors, who profaned hb sepul- 
chre, and oppressed the pilgrimage of his din- 
ciples. Vainly would it be alleged, that tlie 
pre-eminence of Jerusalem, and the sanctity of 
Palestine, have been abolished with the Mosaic 
law ; that the God of the christians is not a lo- 
cal deity ; and that the recovery of Bethlem or 
Calvary, bis cradle or his tomb, will not atone 
for the violation of the moral precepts of the 
gospel. Such arguments glance aside from 
the leaden shield of superstition ; and the reli* 
gious mind will not easily relinquish its hold 
on the sacred ground of mystery and mii-acle. 
III. But the holy wars which have been waged 
in every climate of the globe, from Egypt to 
Livonia, ahd«.from Peru to Hindostan, require 
the support of some more general and flexible 
tenet It has been often supposed, and some- 
times affirmed, that a difference of religion is a 
worthy cause of hostility ; that obstinate unbe- 
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Kevers may be slain or subdued b^rthe chain* chap. 
pions of the cross ; and that grace is the sole J^fH}!^^,, 
fountain of dominion, as well as of mercy. 
Above four hundred years before the first cru- 
sade, the eastern and western provinces of the 
Roman empire had been acquired about the 
same time, and in the same manner, by the 
barbarians of Germany and Arabia. Time and 
treaties had Intimated the conquests of thd 
christian Franks ; but in the eyes of their sub- 
jects and neighbours, the mahometan princes 
were still tyrants and usurpers, who, by the 
arms of war or rebellion, m%fat be lawfully 
driven from their unlawful possession.'' 

As the manners of the christians were relax* spmtnai 
ed, their discipVme of penance* was enforced ;JJJ*j}*J2^. 
and with the multiplication of sins, the reme>s»ccf. 
dies were multiplied. In the primitive church, 
a voluntary and open confession prepared the 
work of atonement. In the middle ages, the 
bishops and priests interrogated the criminal, 
compelled him to account for his thoughts, 
words, and actions, and prescribed the terms 
of his reconciliation with God. Bat as this 
discretionary power might alternately be abus« 
ed by indulgence and tyranny, a rule of disci* 
pline was framed, to inform and regulate the 

* The fixth d'ncopfM of Flenrj on ecclesiutical history (p. 82S-26I) 
contaiiM tn Accarate and rmtiooal view of the caoiet and effects of tba 
enifadet. 

' The penance, indalgencet, &c. of the mtddJe ages, are amply dis* 
MMcd by Maratori (Antiqnitat. Italise nedti JEvi, torn. ▼, dissert. Izvili, 
p. 709 708), and by M. Cbais (Lettres sor les JnbUes et les Indolgencc% 
loa. ii, lettres Si and 28, p. 478-^56), with thb difference, that tha 
abases of superstition are mildly, perhaps faintly, exposed by tha learn* 
cd Italian, and pee? ishly magnified by the Dutch miaistfi* 
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i^HAP. spiritual judges. This mode of legislation wad 
.1'^}}}^.. invented by the Greeks; ihm penitentials' were 
translated, or imitated, in the Latin church; 
and, in the time^f Charlemagne, the clergy of 
every diocese were provided with a code, which 
they prudently concealed from the knowledge 
of the vulgar. In this dangerous estimate of 
crimes and punishments, each case was sup 
posed, each difference was remarked, by the 
experience or penetration of the monks ; spme 
sins are enumerated which innocence could not 
have suspected, and others which reason can- 
not believe ; and the more ordinary offences of 
fornication and adultery, of perjury and sacri- 
lege, of rapine and murder, were expiated by 
a penance, which, according to the various cir- 
cumstances, was prolonged from forty days to 
seven years. During this term of mortification, 
the patient was healed, the criminal was ab- 
solved, by a salutary regimen of fasts and 
prayers : the disorder of his dress was expres- 
sive of grief and remorse; and he humbly ab- 
stained from all the business and pleasure of 
social life. 'But the rigid execution of these 
laws would have depopulated the palace, the 
camp, and the city; the barbarians of Ihe West 
believed and trembled ; but nature often rebel- 
led against principle; and the magistrate la- 
boured, without effect, to enforce the jurisdic- 
tion of the priest. A literal accomplishment of 

' Schmidt (Hit toire dea Allemands» torn, ii, p. Sll-SSO, 45S 462) 
irives an abstract of the Penitential of RhegtDO in the ninth, and •f 
Burchard in the tenth, centnry. In one jear, fLYt and thirty oiuNieni 
were perpetrated at Wormi. , 



OF THE ROBTAN EMPIRE. 17 

penance was indeed impracticable: the e'uilt of chap. 

' • . • . ' LYIII 

adultery was multiplied by daily repetition:,.. '.. 

that of homicide might involve the massacre of 
a whole people ; each act was separately num- 
bered ; and, in those times of anarchy and vice, 
a modest sinuer might easily incur a debt of 
three hundred years. His insolvency was re- 
lieved by a commutation, or indulgence : a year 
of penance was appreciated at twenty-six soli- 
di' of silver, about four pounds sterling, for the 
ridh; at three solidi, or nine shillings, for the 
indigent : and these alms were soon appropri- 
ated to the use of the church, which derived, 
from the redemption of sins, an inexhaustible 
source of opulence and dominion. A debt of 
three hundred years, or twelve hundred pounds, 
waH enough to impoverish a plentiful fortune: 
the scarcity of gold and silver was supplied by 
the alienation of land ; and the princely dona- 
tions of Pepin and Charlemagne are expressly 
given for the remedy of their soul. It is a maxim 
of the civil law, that whosoever cannot pay with 
bis purse, must pay with his body; and the 
practice of flagellation was adopted by the 
monks, a cheap, though painful, equivalent. 
By a fantastic arithmetic, a year of penance 
was taxed at three thousand lashes;* and such 
was the skill and patience of a famous hermit, 

* Till tke twelfth century, we may sopport the clear account of 12 
denmriu of pence, to the «o/t(f««, or sbillins ; and 20 aoUdi to the ponnd 
weight of silver, about the ponnd sterling. Onr money is dimitiished 
la a third, and the French to a 6ftieth, of this primitive standard. 

' Each century of lashes was sanctified with the recital of a psalm; 
and the whole psaller, with the accompaniment of 15,000 stripes, was 
r^oivalent to ^^e years. 

VOL. XI. C 



LVIII. 
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CHAP. St. Dotniaic of the iron cuirass,^ that in six 
, days h^ could dischai^ an entire century, by 
a whipping of three hundred thousand stripes. 
His example was followed by many penitents 
of both sexes ; and as a yicarious sacrifice was 
accepted, a sturdy disciplinarian might expiate 
on his own back the sins of his benefactors.* 
These compensations of the purse and the per- 
son introduced, in the eleventh century, a more 
honourable mode of satisfaction. The merit of 
military service against the Saracens of Africa 
and Spain had been allowed by the predeces* 
sors of Urban the second. In the council of 
Clermont, that pope proclaimed a plenary m- 
dulgence to those who should enlist under the 
banner of the cross; the absolution of all their 
sins, and a full receipt for alt that might be due 
of canonical penance.' The cold philosophy 
oC modern times is incapable of feeling the im« 
pression that was made on a sinful and fanatic 
world. At the voice of their pastor, the rob- 
ber, the incendiary, the homicide, arose by 
thousands to redeem their souls, by repeating 

V ^ Tb« Life and AchievemenU of St. Domioic Lorie«tat w«s com- 
posed by hU friend and admirer, Peter Damianiu. See Flcury, Hist. 
Eecles. torn, xiii, p. M-104. Baronins, a. d. 1656, No. 7, who obserroa 
from Daauanas, how fashionable, even anonit ladies of quality (snbli* 
mis generis), tiiis expiation (pargatorii genus) was grown. 

* At a qoarter, or even lialf a rial a lash, Sancbo Panza was m cheaper, 
and pos»ibly not a more dishonest, workman. I remember in P^re La- 
bat (Voyages en Italic, torn. tU, p. 16-S9) a very lively ptctnre of the 
dixierity of one of these artists. 

* Qaicnnqne pro so)4 devotione, non pro honoris tcI pecnnise adep« 
tione, ad liberandam ecclesiam Dei Jemsalem profeetns fnerit, iter illod 
pro omni poettitentia repntetnr. Canon. Condi. Claromont. ii, p. SIS. 
Ouibert »tylr>s it novnm salntis genus (p. 471), and is ahnost phllos^ 
phicai on the subject. 
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tfif tb# itMels tii0 snM deeds irtiick they had chap. 
exercised against their christian tHrethren ; and J^^i!^^^ 
the terms ef atooement were eagerly embraced 
by ofifenders of every rank and denomiBation. 
None were pore ; neoe were exempt from the 
guilt and penalty of sm ; ai»d those who were 
the least amenable to^ the justice of God and 
the chnrch, were the best entiUed to the tem- 
poral and eternal vecoaapence of their pious 
courage. If they fell^ the spirit of the Latin 
clergy did not hc^tale to adorn their tomb with 
the cnywn oi martyrdbm;* and should they sur- 
vfre, Ihey coald expeet without fmpatience the 
defey and increase of their heavenly reward. 
Tbey^ offered *heiir h4ood« to (be Son of God, 
vrbo liadl l^id down his Ufe for their salvation : 
iSheff took U)» Ihe cposs^ and entered with con- ^ 

fidenee hftA^ tiie way of the Lord. His provi- 
dence would watch over their safety ; perhaps 
Mis vispibie and miiraeulous power would smooth 
the diffieulties of their holy enterprise. The 
eloud and piUair of Jehovah had marched be- 
fore the Israeliles into the promised land. 
Ikii^t not the christians more reasonably hope 
Hkot the rivers^ would open for their passage ; 
ttet the wall» of the strongest cities would fall 
at the sound of their trumpets ; and that the 
sun would be arrested in his mid-career, to 
allow dbem time lor the destruction of the in- 
fidels? 

• Such at leiit wa» the helief of the cniiacleTi, and inch U the ml- 
Ibrw ityta'of the hutoriam (Esprit det Croisadei, torn, iii, p. 477)^ but 
tbe ftayer for the repose of their soob U ineoniittaift In orthodox the»» 
iQgy, vith the neriu of martyrdom. 
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CHAP Of the chiefs and soldiers who marched to 
.il!!!.*,, the holy sepulchre, I will dare to affirm, that 
Temporal all Were prompted by the spirit of enthusiasm ; 
iDotira!^ the belief of merit, the hope of reward, and the 
assurance of divine aid. But I am equally per- 
suaded, that in mafiy it was not the sole, that in 
same it was not the leading, principle of action. 
The use and abuse of religion are feeble to 
stem, they are strong and irresistible to impel, 
the stream of national manners. Against the 
private wars of the barbarians, their bloody 
tournaments, licentious loves, and .judicial 
duels, the popes and synods might ineffectu- 
ally thunder. It is a more easy task to pro* 
voke tfie metaphysical disputes of the Greeks, 
to drive into the cloister the victims of anarchy 
or despotism, to sanctify the patience of slaves 
and cowards, or to assume the merit of the hu* 
manity and benevolence of modern christians. 
War and exercise were the reigning passions of 
the Franks or Latins ; they were enjoined, as 
a penance, to gratify those passions, to visit 
/distant lands, and to draw their swords against 
the nations of the East. Their victory, or even 
their attempt, would immortalize the names of 
the intrepid heroes of the cross; and the purest 
piety could not be insensible to the most splen- 
did prospect of military glory. In the petty 
quarrels of Europe, they shed the blood of 
their friends and countrymen, for the acquisi- 
tion perhaps of a castle or a village. Tliey 
could march with alacrity against the distant 
and hostile nations who were devoted to their 
arms: their fancy already grasped the golden 
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sceptres of Asia; and the conquest of Apulia chap. 
and Sicily by the Normans might exalt to roy- ^,^^"5l. 
alty Ihe hopes of the most private adventurer. 
Christendom, in her rudest state, must have 
yielded to the climate and cultivation of the 
mahometan countries; and their natural and 
artificial wealth had been magnified by the taled 
of pilgrims, and the gifts of an imperfect com- 
merce. The vulgar, both the great and small, 
were taught to believe every wonder, of lands 
flowing with milk and honey, of mines and tresr 
sures, of gold and diamonds, of palaces of mar- 
ble and jasper, and of odoriferous groves of 
cinnamon and frankincense. In this earthly 
paradise, each warrior depended on his sword 
to carve a plenteous and honourable establish- 
ment, whicji be measured only by the extent of 
his wishes/ Their vassals and soldiers trust- 
ed^ their fortunes to God and their master; 
the spoils of a Turkish emir might enrich the 
meanest follower of the camp ; and the flavonr 
of the wines, the beauty of the Grecian women/ 
were temptations more adapted to the nature, 
than to the profession, of the champions of the 
cross. The love of freedom was a powerful in- 
citement to the multitudes who were oppressed 

' The aame hopes were displayed in the letters of the adTentorcrs ad 
inimandos qai in Francia residerant. Hugh de Rciteste eonld boasl^ 
that his diare amonnted to one abbey and ten castles, of the jearly ▼»- 
hie of 1600 marks, and that he should acquire an hundred castki bf 
the conquest of Aleppo (Ouibert, p. 654, 666). , i 

■ In his genuine or fictitious letter to the count of Flanders, Alextea 
snaglcs with the danger of the church, and the relics of saipts, the nd 
ct argenti amor, and pnlcherrimamm fcsmiuamm voluptas (p. 476); at 
if, says the indignant Gnibert, the Greek women were handsomer thaa 
those of France, 
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CHA^. by feudal ar ecclesiastical tyrasny . Uoder this 
.!l^}J^.\.^o\y sign, the peasants and burghers, who were 
attached t6 the servitude of the glebe, might 
escape from an haughty lord,"^ and transplant 
dieniselYes and their families to a laud of It 
herty. The monk might release himself from 
tke discipline of his convent ; the debtor might 
fluspeod the accumulation of usury, and the 
pursuit of his creditors ; and outlaws and ma- 
le&u^tors of every cast might continue to brave 
the laws, and elude the punishment of their 
crimes.^ 
Influence J These motives were potent and numerous: 
pte. when we have singly computed their weight on 
the mind of each individual, we must add the 
infinite series, the multiplying powers of exam- 
ple and fashion. The first proselytes became 
the warmest and most effectisal missionaries of 
the cross; among their fri^ids and countrymen 
they preached the duty, the merit, and the re- 
oompeuoe, of their boly vow; and the most 
reluctant hearers wene insensibly drawn with- 
lo the whirlpool of persuasion and authority. 
The martial youths were fired by the reproacb 
or suspicion of cowardice; the opportunity of 
visiting with m army the sepulchre of Christ, 
was embraced by the old and infirm, by women 
8«d children, who consulted rather their zeal 
than their strength ; and those who in the even 
ing had derided the folly of their companions^ 
were the most eager, the ensuing day, to tread 

^ Sec the prtfUegiei of the Cnu^/lgiuH, freedom from debt, mamry^ 
fnjary, tecnlar jastice, See. Tbe pope wu their pcrpctnal / 
(1>iicange^ torn, u, p. 65], «8S).» 
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in their footsteps. The ignorance^ which mag- chap. 
Rified the hopes, diminished the perils, of the .IH!^}^^ 
enterprise. Since the Turkish conquest, the 
paths of pilgrimage were obliterated ; the chiefs 
themselves had an imperfect notion of the length 
of the way, and the state of their enemies ; and 
such was the stupidity of the people, that, at 
the sight of the first city or castle beyond the 
limits of their knowledge, they were ready to 
ask whether that was not the Jerusalem, the 
term and object of their labours. Yet the more 
prudent of the crusaders, who were not sure 
that they should be fed from heaven with a 
shower of quails or manna, provided themselves 
with those precious metals, which, in every 
country, are t\ie representatives of every com- 
modity. To defray, according to their rank, 
the expences of the road, princes alienated their 
provinces, nobles their lands and castles, pear 
sants their cattle and the instruments of hus* 
bandry. The value of property was depre- 
ciated by the eager competition of multitudes ; 
while the price of arms and horses was raised 
to an exorbitant height, by the wants and im* 
patience of the buyers.' Those who remained 
at home, with sense and money, were enriched 
by the epidemical disease ; the sovereigns ao* « 
quired at a cheap rate the domains of their vas- 
sals; and the ecclesiastical purchasers com- 



> Gnibert (^. 481) paints in ttrely eoUan tbk gcacnl cttttioB. Hi 
was one of the few coDtcmporaries who had geDlns cnong h to ftcl {' 
astonifthiiig sceacs that were passing before their eyes. Ent f 
tMtfoMlfaealna tiaroomnea caicre,aitqtto yili Tending 4c. 
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c:hap. pleted the payment by the assurance of their 
^^''^* prayers. The cross, which was commonly 



sewed on the garment, in cloth or silk, was in« 
scribed by some zealots on their skin ; an hot 
iron, or indelible liquor, was applied to perpe- 
tuate the mark; and a crafty monk, who shew- 
ed the miraculous impression on his breast, 
was repaid with the popular veneration and 
the richest benefices of Palestine."' 
Departure The fifteenth of August had been fixed ia 
cnwadf ", the council of Olermont for the departure of 
Marob!^'*^^ pilgrims : but the day was anticipated by 
May,&e. the thoughtlcss and needy crowd of plebeians; 
and I shall briefly dispatch the calamities 
which they inflicted and suffered, before I en- 
ter on the more serious and successful enter- 
prise of the chiefii. Early in the spring, from 
the confines of France and Lorraine, above six- 
ty thousand of the populace of both sexes flock- 
ed round the first missionary of the*crusade, 
and pressed him with clamorous importunity 
to lead them to the holy sepulchre. The her- 
mit, assuming the character, without the talents 
or authority, of a general, impelled or obeyed 
the forward impulse of his votaries along the 
banks of the Rhine and Danube. Their wants 
and numbers soon compelled them to separate; 
and his lieutenant, Walter the penny less, a va- 
liant though needy soldier, conducted a van- 
guard of pilgrims, whose condition may be de- 
termined from the proportion of eight horsemen 

^ Some instancet of these ttigmaia arc givcii in the Eiprit dci Cni* 
Mdei (torn, iii; p. 160, &c.} from authors whom I have not seca* 
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to fifteen thousand foot. The example and foot- chap. 
steps of Peter were closely pursued by another ^^^^\^ 
fanatic, the monk Godescal, whose sermons 
had swept away fifteen or twenty thousand 
peasants from the villages of Germany. Their 
rear was again pressed by an herd of two hun- 
dred thousand, the most stupid and savage re- 
fuse of the people, who mingled with their de- 
votion a brutal licence of rapine, prostitution, 
and drunkenness. Some counts and gentle- 
men, at the head of three thousand horse, at- 
tended the motions of the multitude to partake 
in the spoil; but their genuine leaders (may we 
credit such folly?) were ^ goose and a goat, 
who were carried in the front, and to whom 
these worthy christians ascribed an infusion of 
the divine spirit.^ Of these, and of other bands 
of enthusiasts, -the first and most easy warfare 
was against the Jews, the murderers of the son 
of God. In the trading cities of the Moselle 
and the Rhine their colonies were numerous 
and rich ; and they enjoyed, under the prote^ 
tion of the emperor and the bishops, the free 
exercise of their religion." At Verdun, Treves, 

* FiiU ct Alind icelut detestaUlc in hac congregatione pedettria po- 
^li stnlti et veMoas levilatU, muenm qoendam diTiao spiritu assere- 
liant af&atnm, et capdUnn non mioni eodem repletain, et Uat sibt duces 
aeemida nitt fecerant, Ire. (Albert. AqneDiii, I. i, c.'si, p. 196). Had 
these peasant! foonded an empire, they might have introduced, as in 
Egypt, the worship of animals, which their philosophic descendants 
would have glossed over with some specious and subtle aUrgory. 

* Benjamin of Tndela describes the state of his Jewish brethren 
from Cologne along the Rhine : they were rich, gcnerons, learned, has. 
pitable, and lired in the eager hope of the Messiah (Voyage, tank i, 
p. 24i-246, par Baratier). In seventy years (he wioU abont 4. D. IITO) 
they had recoTercd from thesa i 
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CHAP. MentE, Spires, Worms, many thoasandfli of that 
^^^^'' unhappy people were pillaged and massacred :■ 



nor had they felt a more bloody stroke since 
the persecutioQ of Hadrian. A remnant was 
Baved by the firmness of their bishops, who ac- 
cepted a feigned and transient conversion ; but 
the more obstinate Jews opposed their fanati- 
cism to the fanaticism of the christians, l»arri- 
cadoed their houses, and precipitating them- 
selves, thdr fiimilies, and their wealth, into the 
rivers or the flames, disappointed the malice, or 
at least the avarice, of Ibeir implacable foes. 
The de- Between the frontiers of Austria and the seat 
HuDwy''' of the Byzantine monarchy, the crusaders were 
A?o. lOM. compelled to traverse an interval of six hundred 
miles ; the wild and desolate countries of Hui>- 
gary* and Bulgaria. The soil is fruitfol, and 
intersected with rivers ; but it was then cover- 
ed with morasses and forests, which spread to 
a boundless extent, whenever man has ceased 
to exercise his dominion over the earth. Both 
nations had imbihe<l the rudiments of Christi- 
anity : the Hungarians were ruled by their na- 
tive princes ; the Bulgarians by a lieutenant of 
the Greek emperor ; but, on the slightest pro- 
vocation, their fiffrocious nature was rekindled, 
and ample provocation was afforded by the 

* Tbew naincret and depredttions on the Jewi , idiich were re- 
wwed At eftch crusade, are «MUy related. It is trae, that St Betaard 
(epist. aes, torn, i, p. t») adaioBishes tbe Oriental Franks, ma saat 
ptneqaeiidi Jndsei, non saat traddaadi. The eoBtrary dadrine had 
been preached b j a rival monk. 

* See the contcaipOTary dcscriptSca of Hnagarjr In Otha af ¥Mm» 
SBB, 1. a, c tl, in M uvtwit BenpU Rcnm ItaUcarmi, torn. ^ p>. W^ 
Sfi^' 
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iSmox^tf% of the first pilgrims. A^icultare chap. 
Brast have been UDskilfuJ aod languid among 
a people, whose cities were butlt of reeds and 
timber, which wfere deserted in the summer 
Aeason for the tents of hukters and shepherds. 
A scanty supply of provisions was rudely de- 
aiandedy forcibly seized, and greedily consum- 
ed; and, on the first quarrel, die crusaders 
gave a loose to indignation and revenge. But 
their ignorance of the country, of war, and of 
discipline, exposed them to every snare. The 
Greek prefect of Bulgaria commanded a re- 
gular force ; at the trumpet of the Hungarian 
king, the eighth or the tenth of his martial sub- 
jects bent their bows, and mounted on horse- 
back: their policy was insidious, and their 
retaliation on these pious robbers was unre- 
lenting and bloody.'' About a third of the 
naked fugitives, and the hermit Peter was of 
the number, escaped to the Thracian moun- 
tains ; and the emperor, who respected the pil- 
grimage and succour of the Latins, conducted 
them by secure and easy journeys to Constan- 
tinople, and advised them to await the arrival 
of their brethren. For a while they remember- 
ed their faults and losses ; but no sooner were 
they revived by the hospitable entertainment, 

» The old HnnKariant, withoat eseepUng Tnrotsiat, are ill iiifiinKd 
of the first crusade, which they invoUt in a tingle passage. Katooa, 
like oarielf es, can only qtiote the writers of France ; but he oomparca 
with local science the ancient and modem gco^rapby- -^»'« jwrftMi 
Cyperwi, U Sopron, or Pospn ; MuHetUla^ ZenUin ; FtMvbu Mmve, Savns | 
VmUue, Leith^ Mnebndi, or Moritlmrg, Onar, or lioMO; TeUenftMnrt 
Pngg, (de R^bni Himgarla, torn. Ui, pi 10-ffS), 
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CHAP, than their venom was aeain inflamed : they 

L.VIII 

^^ ;,, stung their benefactor^ and neither gardens, 

nor palaces, nor churches, were safe from their 
depredations. For his own safety, Alexius al- 
lured them to pass over to the Asiatic side of 
the Bosphorus; but their blitad impetuosity 
soon urged them to desert the station which 
he had assigned, and to rush headlong against 
the Turks, who occupied the road of Jeru- 
salem. The hermit, conscious of his shame, 
had withdrawn from the camp to Constanti- 
nople; and his lieutenant, Walter the penny- 
less, who was worthy of a better command, 
attempted without success to introduce some 
order and prudence among the herd of savages. 
They separated in quest of prey, and them- 
selves fell an easy prey to the arts of the sul- 
tan. By a rumour that their foremost compa- 
nions were rioting in the spoils of his capital, 
Soliman tempted the main body to descend 
into the plain of Nice : they were overwhelm- 
ed by the Turkish arrows; and a pyramid 
of bones *> informed their companions of the 
place of their defeat. Of the first crusaders, 
three hundred thousand had already perished, 
before a single city was rescued from the infi- 
dels, before their graver and more noble bre- 
thren ha4 completed the preparations of their 
enterprise/ 

^ Annt Comnena ( Alexiai, 1. z, p. S87) deteribes this pfm mxmk m 
a moanUin u4^»kn mm /8«#ic mm mXurtt MftOotymrtimf, Tn the siege of 
Mice, tach were tued by the Fraski thcmielfet m die materials cf a 
waU. 
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CHAP. NoD6.of the grtet sovereigtis of Eorope em* 
.^im^,. bairked theiF persons in the first crusade. The 
i*he cbiefi eiuBeFOF Be&ry the fourth was not disposed to 
cruiade. obey the smnmoDs of the pope: Philip the first 
of France was occupied by his pleasures ; Wil- 
liam Rnfas of EDgland by a recent conquest ; 
the kings of Spain were engaged in a domestic 
war against the IHoors ; and the northern mo- 
narchs of Scotland, Denmark/ Sweden, and 
Poland, were yet strangers to the passions and 
inteiests of the south. The religious ardour 
was more strongly felt by the princes of the 
second order, who held an important place ia 
the feudal system. Their situation will natu- 
rally cast under ioxa distinct heads the re- 
view of their names and characters ; but I may 
escape some needless repetition, by observing 
at once,, that courage and the exercise of arms 
are Ifio eommon attribute of these christiftu ad- 
f. Godfrey ventaMFS* K The firsi rank bo&. ia war and 
Urn, ^ council is justly due to Godfrey of Souilton ; 
and happy weuhl it have been for the crasa 
ders, if they had trusted themselves to^the sole 
conduct of that accomplished hero, a worthy 
representative of Charlemagne, from whom he 
wa» descended in the female line. His> father 
was of (he noble race of the counts of Boulogne: 
Brabant, the lower province of Lorraine,' was 

' The author of *e Etprit dei Croitadet hu doibtod, and night 
have disbeUefcH; the crosade and tragic dtath af prinea Sacno^ with 
1«#0 or 16,000 Dane*, w4o was cut off by siriUii Solhaaa in Cappado- 
da, b«t who itill livca is «o poM» oi Tau» (torn. iv,. p. 1U-U6V 

* The fnfnMott of the kingdomt of Lotharingia, or Lorrainok wera 
brokea intoth* two doefaaei of theBToMile^aad ofTthe Meate: tite fiitl 
hm f ntenvd itMiane^ whieb in the latter liu baon changed iMt» that 
of BMa« (Vaiat. BTotil. GaS« p. ^U-msy^ 
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Ae mberitance of his inotber ; and by the em* chap. 
perort boonty, he was himself invested with ±'!}±^ 
that ducal title, which has been impraperly 
transferred to his lordship of BoniHott in the 
Ardennes/ In the service of Henry the fourth, 
he bore the great standard of the empire, and 
pierced with his lance the breast o( liodolph, 
the rebel kii^: Godfrey was the first who as- 
cended the walls of Rome; and his sickness, 
his vow, perhaps his remorse for bearing arms 
against the pope, confirmed an early resolution 
of visiting the holy sepulchre, not as a pilgrim, 
but a deliverer. His valour was matured by 
prndenoe and moderation; his piety, though 
blind, was sincere; and, in the tumult of a 
camp, he practised the real and fictitious vir- 
tues of a convent. Superior to the private fac^ 
tions of the chiefs, he reserved his enmity for 
the enemies of Christ ; and though he gained a 
kingdom by the attempt, his pure and disiif- 
terested zeal was acknowledged by his rivals. 
Godfrey of Bouillon' was accompanied by his 
two brothers, by Eustace the elder, who had 
succeeded to the county of Boulogne, and by 
the younger, Baldwin, a character of more am- 
biguous virtue. The duke of Lorraine was 
alike celebrated on either side of the Rhine : 
from his birth and education, he was equaHy 
conversant with the French and Teutonic Ian- 

* See, la the deKriptiM of Pnace, hj tine Abbe de l^ngncnie^ the 
articlct of BMilofiMV p«it I, p. M ; Jf g 6 w<, fnk U, p. 47, 4S; BMit/(M, 
p. U4. On bit departure, Godfrey told or pttinwd BooiUon to the 
cbwcb fot 1906 BMirkf . 

" See tiM finely* cbormolcr of Godfiey, io WiUias of Tjive, L Is, 
e* S-S: his prerioos desifo, in Goibcrt (p. 84ff) j hit tickneit and tow, 
in Bernard, Thcsaor. (c. 78). 
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CHAP, guages: the barons of France, Gepmany, and 
\}'J^}}}l. Lorraine, assembled their vassals; and the con- 
federate force that marched under his banner 
was composed of fourscore thousand foot and 
ii: Hagh about ten thousand horse, ii. In the parlia- 
Biaodoif, ment that was held at Paris, in the king's pre- 
Nomi^^ sence, about two months after the council of 
^y-jj^** Clermont, Hugh, count of Vermaudois, was the 
den, ste- most couspicuous of th^ princcs who assumed 
cbartm, the cross. But the appellation of the great was 
^^' applied, not so much to his merit or posses- 
43ions (though neither were contemptible), as to 
the royal birth of the brother of the king of 
France/ Robert, duke of Normandy, was the 
eldest son of William the conqueror; but on 
*his father's death he was deprived of the king- 
dom of England by his own indolence and the 
activity of his brother Rufus. The worth of 
Robert was degraded by an excessive levity 
and easiness of temper : his cheerfulness sedu- 
ced him to the indulgence of pleasure; his 
profuse liberality impoverished the prince and 
people; his indiscriminate clemency multiplied 
the number of offenders ; and the amiable qua- 
lities of a private man became the essential de» 
fects of a sovereign. For the trifling sum of ten 
thousand marks he mortgaged Normandy dur- 
ing his absence to the English usurper;^ but 

* Anna C«mncna toppoiet- that Haffa wu proud of bii nobility, 
riehet, and power (1. x, p. 288): the two last artidet appear more 
' equivocal; but an wuymtm wbicb seven hundred years ago was famous 
in tlie palace of Constanthiople, attests the ancient dignity of the Ca- 
petian family of France. 

^ Will. Oemeticensis, 1. vii, c* 7, p. 672, 673^ in Camden Normanicis. 
He pawned the duchy for one hundredth part of the present yearly 



OF THE ROBIAN EMPIRE. SS 

his engagement and behaviour in the holy war ch/^. 
announced in Robert a reformation of manners, ,h^}}}j., 
and restored him in some degree to the public 
esteem. Another Robert was count of Flan- 
ders, a royal province, which, in this century, 
gave three queens to the thrones of France, 
England, and Denmark: he was surnamed the 
sword and lance of the christians ; but in the. 
exploits of a soldier, he sometimes forgot the 
duties of a general. Stephen, count of Cbar- 
tres, of BloiSy and of Troyes, was one of the 
richest princes of the age; and the number of 
his castles has been compared to the three hun- 
dred and sixty-five days of the year. His mind 
was improved by literature; and in the council 
of the chiefs, the eloquent Stephen* was chosen 
to discbarge the office of their president. These 
four were the principal leaders of the French, 
the Normans, and the pilgrims of the British 
isles : but the list of the barons who were pos- 
sessed of three or four towns, would exceed, 
says a contemporary, the catalogue of the Tro- 
jan war/ III. In the south of Fraiice, the m. luy- 
command was assumed by Adhemar, bishop Thoioiue. 
' of Puy, the pope's legate, and by Raymond, 
tonni of St. Giles and Tholouse, who added 
the prouder titles of duke of Karbonne and 

rcTenae. Ten thousand marks may be eqaal to five bundred tboutand 
V livref, and Normandy annually yields fifty.scTcn millions to the king 
^ (Neeker, Administration des Finances, torn, i, p. S87). 

* His original letter to his wife is inserted in the Spicilegiom of Don. 
Lac. d*Achert, tom. i?, and quoted in the Esprit des Croisadcs, torn, i, 
p. 6S. * 

* Unins entm, duC^m, triam sen quatnor oppidomm dominoa qais nn- 
laeret? qnornm tanta foit copia, nt non vix totidem Trojana obsidio 
coegisse pntetur (Ever the lively and interesting Chiibert, p. 486). 

VOL. XI. D 
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CHAP. tirtLtanitt of Pmrence. The former was a rer 

LVIII 

^..,.J.. »pectaMe prelate, alike qaalified for this world 
and the next. The latter was a Veterao war* 
rior, who had fought against the Saracens of 
Spain, and who consecrated his declining age, 
not 6nly to the deliverance, but to the perpe- 
tual serrice, of the holy sepulchre. His expe- 
rience and riches gave him a strong ascendant 
in the^ christian camp, whose distress be Was 
often able, and sometimes willing, to relieve. 
But it was easier for him to extort the. praise 
of the infidels, than to preserve the love of his 
subjects and associates. His eminent qualities 
were clouded by a temper haughty, envious, 
stnd obstinate ; and though he resigned an am- 
ple patrimony for the cause of God, his piety, 
in the public opinion, was not exempt from^ 
avarice and ambition.^ A mercantile, rather 
than a martial spirit, prevailed among his /?ro- 
viHcials^^ a common name, which included the 
natives of Auvergne and Languedoc,' the vas* 
sals of the kingdom of Burgundy or Aries. 
From the adjacent frontier of Spain, he drew 
a band of hardy adventurers; as he marched 

^ Ik if iingtilar enough, that Raymond of St. Oilet, a iccoad cfaarae- 
ter in the genuine hiitory of the cinudef, fhoald thine aa tiM fine of 
heftMa li Ih* #Htin|ft of the Greeks (Anna Comnen. Aleziad, L x, xi) 
and tlie Arabians (Longaeraana, p. 189). 

' Oanet de Burgiiadii, et Al?crni4, et VatconiA, et Oothi (of Lm- 
fwrfw) , pro? iacialet appellalmntor, c^teri vero Francigen« et hoe in 
exerpitu) inter hattei autem Franci dicebantnr. Raymond des Agilef, 
p. 144. 

' The town of hit birth, or first appanage, wu consecrated to St. 
£gidiu«, whose name, jm early as the first crnsade, was corrupted by 
the French into St. Gilles, or St. Giles. It is situated in the lower Lan. 
fiiedoc, between Nisraes and the t<h6ne, and still boasts a collegiate 
church of the foundation of Raymond (Melanges tir^ d'nne grandt 
Bibliotheqne, torn, xxxvii, p. 61). 
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through iiorobardy, a crowd of Italians flock- chap 
ed to his standard, and his united force con- Jf'!^,^ 
fiisted of one hundred thousand horse and foot 
If Raymond was the first to enlist and the last 
to depart, the delay may he excused by the 
greatness of his preparation and the promise of 
an everlasting farewell, iv. The name of Bo-'^* Bohe- 
hemond, the son of Robert Guiscard, was al Taacred 
ready famous by his double victory over the 
Greek emperor: but his father's will had redu- 
ced him to the principality of Tarentum, and 
the remembrance of his eastern trophies, till he 
was awakened by the rumour and passage of 
the French pilgrims. It is in the person of this 
Norman chief that we may seek for the coolest 
policy and amb\t\on, with a small allay of reli- 
^ous fanaticism. His conduct may juHtify a 
belief that he had secretly directed the design 
of the pope, which he affected to second with 
astonishment and zeal : at the siege of Aroal- 
phi, his example and discourse inflamed the 
passions of a confederate army ; he instantly 
tore his garment to supply crosses for the nu- 
loerous candidates, and prepared to visit Con- 
stantinople and Asia at the head of ten thoa- 
sand horse and twenty thousand foot. Several 
princes of the Norman race accompanied this 
veteran general ; and his cousin Tancred* was 
the partner, rather than the servant, of the wan 

* The mother of Tancred was Emma, litter of the great Robert 
Gaiscard ; his father, the marqtiis Odo the good. It is singnlar enough, 
that the family aod country of so ' Ulastrioos a person should be an* 
known ; but Mnratorl reasonably conjectures that he waf an Italiaa^ 
and perhaps of die race of the marqoisief of Montfemt in PicdiBonI 
(Script, torn. T, p. 281, 882). 
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cjFfAP. In the accomplished character of Tancred, we 
*^^^i!i*.. discover all the virtues of a perfect knight/ the 
true spirit of chivalry, which inspired the ge- 
nerous sentiments and social offices of man, far 
better than the base philosophy, or the baser 
religion, of the times. 
Chivalry. Between the age of Charlemagne and that 
of the crusades, a revolution had taken place 
among the Spaniards, the Normans, and the 
French, which was gradually extended to the 
rest of Europe. The service of the infantry 
was degraded to the plebeians; the cavalry 
formed the strength of the armies, and the ho- 
' nourable name of miles, or. soldier, was confin- 
ed to the gentlemen' who served on horseback, 
and were invested with the character of knight- 
hood. The dukes and counts, who had usurp- 
ed the rights of sovereignty, divided the pro- 
vinces among their faithful barons : the barons 
distributed among their vassals the fiefs or be- 
nefices of their jurisdiction ; and these military 

' To gratify the childish fanity of the home of Ette, Tauo hu in- . 
atrted in his poem, and in the first crusade, a fabulous hero, the brave 
and amorous Rinaldo (x, 75, x?ii, 66-94). He might borrow his name 
from a Rinaldo, with the A^qoila bianca Estense, who Tanqnished, aa 
the standard-bearer of the Roman church, the emperor Frederic I. 
(Storia Imperiale di Ricobaldo, in Muratori Script. ItaL torn, ix, p. MO. 
Ariosto, Orlando Furioso, iii, SO). But, 1. The distance of tiztj years 
between the youth of the two Rlnaldos destroys their identity. 9. The 
Storia Imperiale is a forgery of the conte Bqyardo, at the end of tlie 
fifteenth century (Muratori, p. S81-880). S. This Rinaldo, and his ex* 
pkits, are not les» chimerical than the hero of Tasso (Muratori, Aati- 
ehita Estense, tom. i, p. 350). 

* Of the words gcnftiw, geniUhmnme, ffentUman^ two etymologies are 
produced : 1. From the barbarians of the fiflh century, the soldiers, 
and at length the conquerors of the Roman empire, who were Tain of 
their foreign nobility; and, 2. From the sense of the civilians, whe 
consider getiHlia as synonymous with ingemau. Selden inclines to the 
iilit ; but the Utter is more pore, as well as probable. 
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tenants, the peers of each other and of their chap 
lord/ composed the noble or equestrian order, .If^^J^^ 
i^hich disdained to conceive the peasant or 
burgher as of the same species with themselves. 
The dignity of their birth was preserved by 
pure and equal alliances; their sons alone, who 
could produce four quarters or lines of ances- 
try, without spot or reproach, might legally 
pretend to the honour of knighthood ; but a 
valiant plebeian was sometimes enriched and 
ennobled by the sword, and became the father 
of a new race. A single knight could impart, 
according to his judgment, the character which 
he received ; and the warlike sovereigns of £u- - 
rope derived more glory from this personal dis- 
tinction, than from the lustre of their diadem. 
This ceremony^ of which some traces may be 
found in Tacitus and the woods of Germany,^ 
was in its origin simple and profane; the can- 
didate, after some previous trial, was invested 
with the Bword and spurs ; and his cheek or 
shoulder were touched with a slight blow, as 
an emblem of the last affront which it was law- 
ful jpor him to endure. But superstition min- 
gled in every public and private action of life: 
in the holy wars, it sanctified the profession of 
arms ; and the order of chivalry was assimilat- 
ed in its rights and privileges to the sacred or- 
ders of priesthood. The bath and white gar- 
ment of the novice were an indecent copy of 
the regeneration of baptism : his sword, which 



Framcft Kvtoqiic juTcnan or mnt Tadtoi^ OtnBnl% ft Ji» 
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CHAT, he offered on the altar, was blessed hy the nii^ 
JlI}J.\. nisters of religion : his solema reception was 
preceded by fasts and vigils ; and he was cre- 
ated a knight in the name of God, of St. George, 
and of St. Michael the archangel. He swore 
to accomplish the duties of his profession; and 
education, example, and the public opinion, 
were the inriolabie guardians of his oath. As 
the champion of God and the ladies ([ blush to 
unite such discordant names), he devoted him* 
self to speak the truth ; to maintain the right ; 
to protect the distressed ; to practise courtesy ^^ 
a virtue less familiar to the ancients; to pursue 
the infidels; to despise the allurements of ease 
and safety; and to vindicate in every perilous 
adventure 'the honopr of his character. The 
abuse of the same spirit provoked the illiterate 
knight to disdain the arts of industry and peace; 
to esteem himself the sole judge and avenger of 
his , own injuries; and proudly to neglect the 
laws of civil society and military discipline. 
Yet the benefits of this institution, to refine the 
temper of barbarians, and to infuse some prin- 
ciples of faith, justice, and humanity, were 
strongly felt, and have been often observed. 
The asperity of national preju<lice was soften- 
ed; and the community of religion and arms 
spread a similar colour and generous emulation 
over the fece of Christendom. Abroad in en- 
terprise and pilgrimage, at home in martial exer- 
cise, the warriors of every country were perpe- 
tuallj associated; and impartial taste must pre- 
fer a Gothic tournament to the Olympic games 
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of classic antiquity.' Instead of the naked chap. 
apectacles which corrupted the manners of the J^J}}^_ 
Greeks, and banished from the stadiuoi the yir- 
gins and matrons, the pompous decoration of 
the li^ts was crowned with the presence of 
chaste and high-born beauty, from whose hands 
the conqueror receiveil the prize o( his dexte* 
jrity and courage. The skjU and strength that 
were exerted in wrestling and boxing bear a 
.dtdtant and donbtfal relation to the merit of a 
soldier ; but the touraanients, as they were ijih 
vented in France, and eagerly adopted both in 
the East and West, presented a iitely image of 
the business of the field. The single combats, 
the general skirmish, the defence of a pas3 or 
castle, were rehearsed as in actual service^ and 
the contest, both ki redl and mimic war, was 
decided by the Miperior maoagemeDt .of the 
horse and lanoe. The laiace wa0 the proper 
and peculiar weapon of the kniglit^ his Jiorse 
was of a large and heavy bnced ; but diis char*- 
^er^ till he was paused bylheappnoaekiog dan* 
ger,^ was usoally ted by an attendant, and lie 
quietly rode a f^ad or palfrey of a more icasy 
l>ace. His behnet aj»d swond, his greares and 
buckler, it would be aaperfluous Aa describe; 
hvtt I may ivmark, that, at ithe period of the 
crusades, the armour was less pondemsitf than 
ju lat» times ; and that, tnsiead ^ a massy 

Hie athletic exerciMi, pwtienUirljr the eaettni and paocratinm, 
wen eondemaed by Ljeaifot, PhUopasmen, and Galen, a lawgUKer^ a 
ffeneral, and a physician. AgaiDit their anthority abd reafoat, the 
leader may weigh the apology of Lacian, in the character of Solon. 
See Weetim the Olympic Oancs, in hie Sindar, iral.ii, p.8M«, JMI- 
948. 



40 THE DECLniE AND FALL 

cfiAP. cuirass, his breast was defended bj an hauberk 
^J!^X™1* or coat of mail. When their long lances, were 
fixed in the rest, the warriors furiously spurred 
their horses against the foe ; and the light ca- 
valry of the Turks and Arabs could seldom 
stand against the direct and impetuous weight 
of their chaise. Each knight was attended to 
, the field by his faithful squire, a youth of equal 
birth and similar hopes: he was followed by 
his archers and men at arms ; and four, or five, 
or six soldiers were computed as the furniture 
of a complete lance. In the expeditions to the 
neighbouring kingdoms or the Holy Land, the 
duties of the feudal tenure no longer subsisted ; 
the voluntary service of the knights and their 
followers was either prompted by zeal or at- 
tachment, or puiKchased with, rewards and pro- 
raises; and the numbers of each squadron were 
measured by the power, the wealth, and the 
fame, of each independent chieftain. They were 
distinguished by his banner, his armorial coat, 
and his cry of war; and the most ancient fami^ 
lies of Europe must seek in these achievements 
the' origin and proof of their nobility. In this 
rapid portrait of chivalry, I have beeor urged 
to anticipate on the story of the crusades, at 
once ah eflfect, and a cause, of this memorable 
institution.*' . 

Such were the troops, and such the leaders, 
who assumed the cross for the deliverance of 

* On the CQiiont tubjecU of koighthood, knights-ternce, DofaaUty, 
anni, cry of war, baonen, and tournaments, an ample fund of inforni- 
ation may be lought iu Selden (Opera, torn, iii, park i. Titles of Ho- 
iioar, part ii, c. 1, 8, 5, 8), Ducange (Olosi. Latin, torn, iv, p. 308-412, 
*€.)» Di»ertatioot &ar JoinTillc (1. vi^xii, p. 137-149, 166-289), and 
H. de 6L Palaye (Memoirs lor la ChcTalerie). 
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tbe holy sepalchre. As soon as they were re- chap. 
lieved by the absence of the plebeian multitude, y^}}^,. 
they encouraged each other, by interviews and 
messages, to accomplish their vow, and hasten 
tbeir departure. Their wives and sisters were 
desirous of partaking the danger and merit of 
the pilgrimage; their portable treasures were 
conveyed in bars of silver and gold ; and tbe 
princes and barons were attended by their equi* 
page of hounds and hawks to amuse their lei- 
sure and to supply their table. The difficulty 
of procuring subsistence for so many myriads 
of men and horses, engaged thiem to separate 
their forces; their choice or situation determin- 
ed the road ; and it was agreed to meet in the 
neighbourhood of Constantinople, and from 
thence to begin their operations against the 
Turks. From the banks of the Afeuse and the 
Moselle, Godfrey of Bouillon followed the d^ 
rect way of Germany, Hungary, and Bulgaria; 
and, as long as he exercised the sole command^ 
every step afforded some proof of his prudence* 
and virtue. On the confines of Hungary hewas 
stopped three weeks by a christian people, to 
whom the name, or at least the abuse, of the 
cross was justly odious. The Hungarians still 
smarted with the wounds which they had re- 
ceived from the first pilgrims: in their turn they 
had abused the right of defence and retaliation; 
and they had reason to apprehend a severe re- 
venge from an hero of the sam^ nation, and who 
was engaged in the same cause. But, after 
weighing the motives and the events, the vir* 
tnous duke was content to pity the crimes and 
misfortunes of his worthless brethren ; and his 
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CHAP, twelve deputies, tbe mesnengen ot ptaoe, i» 
.^}}}^,. quested in his uaine a free passage apd au equal 
market To reoiove their siispioioD9» Godfrey 
trusted himself, and aft^wards his brother, to 
the faith of Carlomap, king of Hungary, who 
treated them witk a simple but hospitable eu- 
tertaiumeut : the treaty was sanctified by their 
common gp^pel; and a proclamation, uuder 
pain of death, restrained the animosity and li- 
cence of the Latin soldiers. From Austria to 
Belgrade, they trayers^ the plains of Hungary, 
without enduring of offering an injury; and the 
proximity of Carloman^ who hovered on their 
flanks with his numerous cavalry, was a pre- 
caution not less uiteful (qv their safety than for 
his own. They reached the banf^ of the Save; 
and no sooner bad they passed the river thau 
the king of Hungary restored the hostages, and 
saluted their departure with the fairest wishes 
for the success oi thejr enterprise. With the 
same conduct and discipline, Godfrey pervad* 
.ed the woods of Bulgaria and the frontiers of 
Thrace ; and might congratulate himself, that 
l&e had almost reached the firist teroji of his pH- 
grimage;, without drawing his sword agaiust a 
christian adversary. After an easy and plea- 
saot journey through Lombaniy^ frou^ Turio to 
A^iuileia, Raymond and his proviacials march* 
ed forty days through the savage country of 
Palmatia* and Sdavoiiia. The weather was a 
perpetual fog; jtl^e jlaod was wouutaiupus and 

The faaHttt Dalmatics of Ducaiige are meagre and imperfect; aw 
■atf amS Mtoitei mrt reMOt aurf falHiiDw, tke Gveelu remete ui4 
m^^$f^ Ul Oi^ yew ^104, CoU»9Ut9 r^^<^ tlie mpiili^w cpqntij m 
Htf M THb and Saloaa (Katon, Hilt Crit. torn, iii, p. |^S4S7X 
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desolate; the nativai were either Angitlte or char 
hostile ; loose in their religion and goveromeiit, J^^^,^ 
they refused to furnish provisions or guidM, 
murdered the stra^Iers, and exercised by night 
and day the vigilanoe of the eonnt, who derived 
more security from the punishment of some cap- 
tive robbers than from his interview and treaty 
with the prince of Scodra J^ His mareh between 
Durazzo and Constantinople was harassed^ 
without being slopped, by the peasajito and sol- 
diers of the Greek emperor; and the same iaint 
and ambiguous hostility was prepared for the 
remaining chiefs, who passed the Adriatic from 
the coast of Italy. Bofaemond had arms and 
vessels, and foresight and discipline ; and his 
name was not. forgotten in the provinces of Epi** 
rus and Thessaly. Whatever obstacles he eoi* 
countered were surmoiinted by his military 
coBdact and the valour of Tancred ; and if the 
Noraaan prince affected to spare the Greeks^ he 
gorged his soldiers with the full plunder ot an 
heretical castle/ The iiobles of France pressed 
forwards with the ^ain and thoughtless ardour 
of which their nation has been sometin^s ae» 

** Scodru appiran in Livy u the cspital an«l fortrett of Gentnu^ 
kin; of tbe Illyrianf, arx maDitiMlina» afterwards a Roman colony 
(CeUarkw, tonu i, p. M6, M4). It 4s now cano4 hoo49r, sr fi^ari 
((PAoTUle, Geographic Anciennc, torn, i, p. 164). The sanjiak (now % 
pasha) of Scntariy or Schentleire, was the eighth ondcr tiie Beglerbef 
of Romania, and famished 600 soldiers on a revenue of 78,787 rix« 
dolian (Matsigli, Stato MUitare del Impero Ottomano, p. 1^). 

* In Pelagonia castmm haeretlcCkm . . • spoliatnm com suis hab'dafo* 
rihu igne combnssere. Nee id ei» tivarta cmiigii / ifoia iUorua detos - 
tabilis aermo et cancer serpebat, jamque eircnmjacentet regionts tno 
piafo dogmate foedaTerat (Robert Mon. p. 86, 87). After coolly ro^ 
hrting the iact, the archbishop Baldric adds, as a pmise, Omats fifil. 
4tm m. stores, Jndeos* hsreticos, 8araecBosliqiialiter|iab«t«M» 
■osj qaoMttesappcU8BtiiiiadcofIM(p.99> 
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CHAP, cased.: From the Alps to Apulia the march of 
*iZ!!^ Hugh the great, of the two Roberts, and of Ste- 
phen of Chartres, through a wealthy country, 
and amidst the applauding catholics, was a de- 
Tout or triumphant progress : they kissed the 
feet of the Roman pontiff; and the i^olden stan- 
dard of St. Peter was delitered to the brother 
of the French monarch/ But in this visit of 
piety and pleasure, they n^lected to secure 
the season, and the means, of their embarka- 
tion: the winter was insensibly lost; their 
troops were scattered and corrupted in.- the 
towns of Italy. They separately accomplished 
their passage, regardless of safety or dignity : 
and within nine months from the feast of the 
assumption, the day appointed by Urban, all 
the Latin princes had reached Constantinople. 
^But the count of Vermandois was produced as 
a captive ; bis foremost vessels were scattered 
. by a tempest; and his person, against the law 
of nations, was detained by the lieutenants of 
Alexius. Yet the arrival of Hugh had been an- 
nounced by four-and-twenty knights in golden 
armour, who commanded the emperor to revere 
the general of the Latin christians, the brother 
of the king of kings.^ 

In some Oriental tale I have readof afable of 
a she{)herd, who was ruined by the accomplish- 

* ANi^CijiMwc «*» PMpifc nrw Xfw* ** *Ay«« Thmft nfJuuM (Akkiady L z, 
p.28S>. 

' *0 BatiXiuc *rm fim^iXtmf aat ufj^iy9e rti ^fayyaui cfmrmtfuunrtf mwmnt- 
Thia Oriental pomp it extravagaat iu a count of Vermandois ; bot the 
IMtriot Dacaiige repeats with mncli complacency (Not. ad Alexiad, 
p. SftS, S53. Dissert, xzvii, sar JoinTiUe, p. 315) the passages of Bf aU 
Ihew Paris (a. n. ISM) and Proiuard (vol. iv, p. 901), which style the 
king of France, rex regnm, and chef dc tons les rois Chretiens, 
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mentof his owniirishes: be bad prayed for wa- chap. 
ter ; the Ganges was turned into his grounds, .llH^J^., 
and his stock and •cottage were swept away by Policy of 
the inundation. Such was the fortune, or at m Auliou 
least the apprehension, of the Greek emperor ^""JSSIS 
Alexius Comnenus, whose name has already ^^•'J^ 
appeared in this history, and whose conduct M«y« 
is so differently represented by his daughter 
Anne,^ and by the Latin writers/ fn the coun- 
cil of Placentia, his ambassadors had solicited 
a moderate succour, perhaps of ten thousand 
soldiers ; but he was astonished by the ap* 
proach of so many potent chiefs and fanatic na- 
tions. The emperor fluctuated between hope 
and fear, between timidity and courage; but in 
the crooked policy which he mistook for wis^ 
dom, f cannot believe, I cannot discern, that he 
maliciously conspired^ against the life or honour 
of the French heroes. The promiscuous mul- 
titudes of Peter the hermit were savage beasts, 
alike destitute of humanity and reason; nor 
was it possible for Alexius to prevent or de- 
plore their destruction. The troops of Godfrey 
and his peers were less contemptible, but not 
less, suspicious, to the Greek emperor. Their 

^ Anna Comnena was bora the lit of December, a. d. 108t, radio* 
tion vii ( Alexiad,^ 1. ▼!> p. 166, 167). At thirteen, the ti|ne of the first 
ennade, the wai'nabilet and perhaps married to the younger Nicepho* 
rns BryenninSy whom Rhe fondly styles tw v««* K«<^«f« (1. z, p. 2M, 
SQ6). 84Mne moderns have Umgintd that her enmity to Bohemond was 
the fruit of disappointed love. In the transactions of Constantinople 
and Nice, her partial accouuto (Alex. I. z, zi, p. SSS-SIT) may be op- 
posed to the partiality of the Latins, but in their subsequent exploits 
she is brief and ignorant , 

' In their views o/ the character and coodactof Alexttu, Maimbonrg 
has favoured the catholic Franks, and Voltaire has been partial to the 
sdUsmaltc Greeks. The prejudice of a philosopher it less excusable 
than that of a Jesuit. 



46 THB DBCtm AKD FALL . 

CHAP, motires fmgkt be pare and pious ; bat he 
*-.^^™l* eqaally alarmed by his knowledge of the ani« 
bilious Bohemond, and his ignorance of the 
Transalpine cbiefs : the courage of the French 
was blind and headstrong: they might be 
tempted by the luxury and wealth of Greece, 
and elated by the view and opinion of their in- 
vincible strength ; and Jerusalem might be for- 
gotten in the prospect of Constantinople. Af- 
ter a long march and painful abstinence, the 
troops of Godfrey encamped in the plains of 
Thrace; they heard with indignation, that their 
brother, the count of Vermandois, was impri- 
soned by the Greeks ; and their reluctant duke 
was compelled to indulge them in some freedom 
of retaliation and rapine. They were appeased 
by the submission of Alexius : he promised to 
supply their camp; and as they refused, in the 
midst of winter, to pass the Bosphorus, their 
quarters were assigned among the gardens and 
palaces on the shores of that narrow sea. But 
an incurable jealousy still rankled in the minds 
of the two nations, who despised each other as 
slaves and barbarians. Ignorance is the ground 
of suspicion, and suspicion was inflanied into 
daily provocations : prejudice is blind, hunger 
is deaf; and Alexius is accused of a design to 
starve or assault the Latins in a dangerous 
post, on all sides encompassed with the waters.' 
Godfrey sounded his trumpets, burst the net, 

' Between the Black sea, (he Bosphorus, and the river Barbytet, 
which is ckep in snmnier, and runs fifteen miles through a flat meadow. 
Its communication witli Europe and Constantinople is by the stone 
bridge of the Slachena^ which in successive ages was restored by Jna 
tinian and Basil (Gyiiius de Bosphoro Thracio, 1. ii, c. S. Daeugi^ 
c r. Chriatiana, L i?, c. 2, p. 179). 
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Overspread the plain, and insulted the sAbnrbs; chap. 
bat the gates of Constantinople were strongly ^^^*, 
fortified ; the ramparts were lined with archers; 
and aftei* a doubtful conflict, both parties lis* 
tened to the voice of peace and religion. The 
gifts and promises of the emperor insensibly 
soothed the fierce spirit of the western stran- 
gers ; as a cbristinn warrior, he rekindled their 
zeal for the prosecution of their holy enterprise, 
which he engaged to second with his troops 
and treasures. On the return of spring, God- 
frey was persuaded to occupy a pleasant and 
plentiful camp in Asia ; and no sooner had he 
passed the Bosphorus, than the Greek vessels 
were suddenly recalled to the opposite sho^e. 
The same policy was repeated with the sue- 
ceediog chiefs, who were swayed by the exam* 
pie, and weakened by the departure, of their 
foremost c ompanions. By his skill and dili- 
gence, Alexius prevented the union of any two 
of the confederate armies at the same moment 
under the walls of Constantinople ; and before 
the feast of the Pentecost not a Latin pilgrim 
was left on jthe coast of Europe. 

The same arms which threatened Europe He obuim 
might deliver Asia, and repel the Turks from '^l^l^f 
the neighbouring shores of the Bosphorus and |^^ ^'^ 
Hellespont. The fair provinces from Nice to 
Antioch were the recent patrimony of the Ro* 
man emperor; and his ancient and perpetual 
claim still embraced the kingdoms of Syria and 
Cgypt. In his enthusiasm, Alexius in()olged, 
or affected, the ambitious hope of leading his 
new allies to subvert the thrones of the East ; 
but the calmer dictates of reason and temper 
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CHAP, dissuaded Mm from exposing his royal person 
*,^X™1. to the faith of unknown and lawless barbarians. 
His prudence, or his pride, was content with 
extorting from the French princes an oath of 
homage and fidelity, and a solen^n promise, that 
they would either restore, or hold, their Asiatic 
conquests, as the humble and loyal vassals of 
the Roman empire. Their independent spirit 
was fired at the mention of this f6reign and vo- 
luntary servitude: they successively yielded to 
the dexterous application of gifts and flattery ; 
and the first proselytes became the most elo- 
quent and effectual missionaries to multiply the 
companions of their shame. The pride of Hugh 
of Yermtindois was soothed by the honours of 
his captivity ; and in the brother of tl;ie Frenclj 
l^ing, the example of submission was prevalent 
and weighty. In the mind of Godfrey of Bouil 
Ion every human consideration was subordinate 
to the glory of God and the success of the cru- 
sade. He had firmly resisted the temptations 
of Bohemond and Raymond, who urged the at- 
tack and conquest of Constantinople. Alexius 
esteemed his virtues, deservedly named him the 
champion of the iempire, and dignified his ho- 
mage with the filial name and the rights of adop- 
tion.* The hateful Bohemond was received as 
a true and ancient ally ; and if the emperor re- 
minded him of former hostilities, it was only to 
praise the valour that he had displayed, and the 
glory, that he had acquired, in the fields of Du 

' There were two sorts of adoption ; the one by arms, the oUier by 
introducing the son between the shirt and ifcin of.his father, Ducange 
(snr Joinville, diss, xxii, p. 270) supposes Godfrey's adoptioB to have 
been of the latter sort. 
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razzo and Larissa. The son of Gaiscard was chap. 

lodged and entertained, and served with impe- .. \, 

rial pomp : one day, as he passed through ttie 
gallery of the palace, a door was carelessly left 
open to expose a pile of gold and silver, of silk 
and gems, of curfous and costly furniture, that 
was heaped, in seeming disorder, from the^opr 
to the roof of the chamber, " What conquests,'' 
exclaimed the ambitious miser, " might not be 
" achieved by the possession of such a trea- 
•* sure?" " It is your own,*' replied a Greek 
attendant, who watched the motions of his soul ; 
and Bohemond, after some hesitation, conde- 
scended to accept this magnificebt present. The 
Norman was flattered by the assurance of an 
independent principality ; and Alexius eluded, 
rather than denied, his daring demand of the 
office of great domestic, or general of the East 
The two Roberts, the sons oi the conqueror.of 
England, and the kinsmen of three queens," 
bowed in their turn before the Byzantine throne. 
A private letter of Stephen of Chartres attests 
his admiration of the emperor, the most excel- 
lent and liberal of men, who taught him to be- 
lieve that he was a favourite, and promised to > 
educate and establish his youngest son. In hift 
southern province, the count of St. Giles and 
Tholouse faintly recognised the supremacy of 
the king of France, a prince of a foreign nation 
and language. At the head of an hundred thou- 
sand men, he declared that he was the soldier 

* After hit retani, Robert. ^f Flandcrt became the fmm of the king 
of EBfUiid, for a peniion of four handrcd nurfci. See the tint act in 
Rymei'ft Pesdefa. 

VOL. XI. R ' 
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, CHAP, and fler^ant of Christ atone, and that the Greek 
J^"l« might be satisfied with an equal treaty of alli^ 
ance and friendship. His obstinate resistance 
enhanced the value and the price of his sub- 
mission; and he shone, says the princess Anne, 
among the barbarians, as the sun amidst the 
stars of heaven. His di^nat of the noise and 
insolence of the fVench, his suspicions of the 
designs of Bohemond, the emperor imparted to 
his faithful Raymond ; and that aged statesman 
might clearly discern, that however false in 
friendship, be was sincere in his enmity/ The* 
spirit of chivalry was last subdued in the per* 
son of Tancred ; and none could deem them* 
selves dishonoured by the imitation of that 
gallant knight. He disdained the gold and 
flattery of the Greek monarch, assaulted in his 
presence an insolent patrician, escaped to Asia 
in the habit of a private soldier, and yielded 
with a sigh to the authority of Bohemond and 
the interest of the christian cause. The best 
and most ostensible reason was the impossil»i- 
lity of passing the sea and accomplishing their 
vow, without the licence and the vessels of 
Alexius; but they cherished a secret hope, that 
as soon as they trode the continent of Asia, their 
swords would obliterate their shame, and dis- 
solve the engagement, which, on this side, might 
not be very (kith fully performed. The ceremo- 
' ny of their homage was grateful to a people who - 
bad long since considered pride as the substi- 
tute of power. High on his throne, the empe* 
ror sat mute and immoveable; his majesty waa 

* Sentit ▼etof rcfnandi, fidtos in unore, odia bob fiDfere. Tacit. 
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adored by the Latin princes ; and tliey submit- chap. 
ted to kiss either his feet or bis knees, an in- ,J!rI!"',. 
dignity which their own writers are ashamed 
to confess, and unable to deny/ 

Private or public interest suppressed the infoirace 
murmurs of the dukes and counts; but aJv^JJ^^ 
French baron (he is supposed to be Robert of 
Paris)" presumed to ascend the throne, and to 
place himself by the side of Alexius. The sage 
reproof of Baldwin provoked him to exclaim, 
in his barbarous idiom, *^ Who is this rustic, 
** that keeps his seat, while so many valiant 
^' captains are standing round him ?" The em* 
peror maintained his silence, dissembled his in« 
dignation, and questioned his interpreter con^ 
cermng the meamng of the words^ which he 
partly suspected from the universal langoi^e 
of gesture and countenance. Before the de« 
parture of the pilgrims, he endeavoured to learn 
the name and condition of the audacious baron. 
^ I am a Frenchman," replied Robert, " of the 
'^ purest and most ancient nobility of my cou»- 
^' try. All that I know is, that there is a church 

^ The proud historians of tbo crutadrs slide and stnmble over this 
' Anmniarinf step. Yet, lince the heroes knelt to aalnte the emperor as 
hr sat mcNifiiiUss on his ttiroiie, it is elear that they roast have kis«e4 
olClier his feet or knees. It is only singular, that Anna should not have 
amply supplied the silence or amblgnity of the Latins. The abasrment 
of ilfeir priffcet would have added a line chapter to the Cttaaioakli 
Ante Byzantinss. ' ' 

* He caHed himself ^(»yyf sad«;«( tot toyttm (Alexias, I. x, p. SOI). 
What a tilla Q(uMes$e of the eleventh century, if any one eonld now ' 
fs o f va taia inheritaacc! Anna relates, with viMble pleasure, that the 
stwelting barbarian, Larat rtrvpet/uvt, was killed, or wounded, afler 
fif fating in the front of the battle of Dorylsenm (1. xi, p. 817). Tbb 
fircMMtancc may juilify the suspicion of Dncange (Not. p. 362), that 
he was no otLer than Robert of Paris, of the district most pecnliarly 
styled tbie duchy or Island of France (VhU de Frgmt), 
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CHAP. '^ in my neighbourhood/ the resort of those who 
^hV^J.^ " are desirous of approving their valour in sin- 
'^ gle combat. Till an enemy appears, they 
^' address their prayers to God and his saints. 
'* That church 1 have frequently visited, but 
'^ never have I found an antagonist who dared 
** to accept my defiance.'' Alexius dismissed 
the challenger with some prudent advice for 
his conduct in the Turkish warfare; and his- 
tory repeats with pleasure this lively example 
of the manners of his age and country. 
Their re- The couqucst of Asia was undertaken and 
nJinben, achieved by Alexander, with thirty-five thou- 
• A. D. 1007, g^^^ Macedonians and Greeks;^ and his best 
hope was in the strength and discipline of liis 
phalJBtnx of infantry. The principal force of the 
crusaclers consisted in their cavalry; and when 
that force was mustered in the plains of Bithy- 
nia, the knights and their martial attendants on 
horseback amounted to one hundred thousand 
fighting men, completely armed with the helmet 
and coat of mail. The value of these soldiers 
deserved a strict and authentic account; and 
the flower of European chivalry might furnish, 
in a first effort, this formidable body of heavy 
horse. A part of the infantry might be enrol- 
led for the service of scouts, pioneers, and 
archers ; but the promiscuous crowd were lost 

* With the fame penetration, Dncange difCOTen his charch U be 
that of St. Draosni, or Drotin, of Soiatonf, qnem doelto dimicatari 
•olcnt invocare : puf ilea qui ad memoriam ejns (ku tcmb) penioctaat 
iuTJctot reddit, at et de Burg nndilL et Italia tall neccsaitate conlngtep 
tar ad earn. Joao. Sariberiensis, epist. 139. 

^ ^ There if some diversity ou the nnmbers of his army; bat noanlh* 
rity can be compared with that of Ptnleniy, ishostates it at five tho» 
sand horse and thirty thousand foot (se e Usher*s Anaalca, p. 15S). 
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in their own disorder : and we depend not on chap. 
the eyes or knowledge, bat on the belief and ,, 
fancy, of a chaplain of count Baldwin/ in the 
estimate of six hundred thousand pilgrims able 
to bear arms, besides the priests and monks^ 
the women and children, of the Latin camp. 
The reader starts ; and before he is recovered 
from his surprise, I shall add, on the same tes* 
timony, that if all who took the cross had ac 
complished their vow, above six millions would 
have migrated from Europe to Asia. Under 
this oppression, of faith, I derive some relief 
from a more sagacious and thinking writer,' 
who, after the same review of the cavalry, ao- 
cuses the credulity of the ptiest of Chartres, 
and even doubts whether the Cisalpine regions 
(in the geography o( a Frenchman) were suffi- 
cient to produce and pour forth such incredible 
multitudes. The coolest scepticism will re- 
member, that of these religious volunteers great 
numbers never beheld Constantinople and Nice. 
Of enthusiasm the influence is irregular . and 
transient : many were detained at home by rea- 
son or cowardice, by poverty or weakness; and 
many were repulsed by the obstacles, of the 
way, the more insuperable as they were unfore- 
seen to these igno|*ant fanatics. The savage 
countries of Hungary and Bulgaria were whi* 

* Potcher. Caraotentii, p. t87. He eminicntetiiinetcefi mtiom •£ 
iKfierent nMMf and Uognagct (p. S89); bnt I do not eirarly apprehend 
kb difference between the Frwui and Oani, ItnH and ApAi. Slie- 
where (p. t86) he eontemptnontly brands the deterten. 

' Gnibert, p. 656. Yet even hit gentle oppotition implies aa lite 
BenM mnltitnde. By Urban ii, in the ferVmir •f bis leal, It is oalf 
rated at MOfOM pilgrims (epist xtL Coneil. torn. xU, p. 711). ^ 
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CHAP, tened with their bones; their vanguard was cut 
.}t!}}h.s in pieces by the Turkish sultan ; and the loss 
of the first adventure, by the sword, or climate, 
or fatigue, has already been stated at three 
hundred tbousaikl men. Yet the myriads that 
survived, that marched, that pressed forwards 
DO the holy pilgrimage, were a subject of asto- 
nishment to themselves and to the Greeks. The 
copious energy of her language sinks under the 
efforts of the princess Anne :* the images of lo- 
custs, of leaves and flowers, of the sands of the 
sea, or the stars of heaven, imperfectly represent 
what she had seen and heard; and the daughter 
of Alexius exclaims, that Europe was loosened 
from its foundations, and hurled against Asia. 
The ancieut hosts of Darius and Xerxes labomr 
under the same doubt of a vague and iudefinite 
loagnitude; but I am inclined to believe, that 
a larg^er number has never been contained with- 
jJB the lines of a single camp, than at the siege 
of Nio^, the first operation of the JLatin princes. 
Their motives, their characters, and their arms, 
have been already displayed. Of their troops, 
the ;nost numerous portion were natives of 
France : the Low Countries, the banks of the 
Rhine, and Apulia, sent a powerful reinforce* 
Bieot: some bands of adventurers were drawn 
from Spain, Lombardy, and Bogland ;' and 

* Akvitf, 1. K, p. ass, SOS. Her fitttidioat delicftcy comphhis •€ 
thtir Hiwst vd iwirticuUitt namct ; ami indeed there U aearceiy an* 
Uat fhe Ihw n»t contrived to diafiguro with the prood ignoriMiee to 
dear and familiar to a poliihed people. I aball acket onlsr one t«M»» 

. pie, fi tm g il n ^ for the connt of St. Oilet. 

* WiJliain of Malmsbary (who wrote ahont the year IIM) baa ioaert- 
cd in bit hialory (L «▼« p. 186-Iff4) n onrrative of the irrt cnMadei hn| 
I with that, inatoad of liateninf to the tenne mnmar whieh had paaaed 

the. 
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from tke distant hogB and naouotains of Ireland chap. 
or Scotland' issued some naked and savage fa- J^Xiih. 
naticfl^ ferocious at home, but unwarlike abroad. 
Had not superstition condemned the sacrile- 
gious prudence of depriving the poorest or 
weakest christian of the merit of the pilgrim- 
age, the ujseless crowd, with mouths, but with- 
out band«^, might have been stationed in the 
Greek empire, till their companions had open- 
ed and secured the way of the Lord. A small 
remnant of the pilgrims, who passed the Bos- 
phorus, was permitted to visit the holy sepul- 
chre. Their northern constitution was scorchr 
ed by the rays, and infected by the vapours, of 
a Syrian sun. They consumed, with heedless 
prodigality, their stores of water and provision: 
their numbers exhausted the inland country ; 
the sea was remote, the Greeks were unfriend- 
ly, and the christians of every sect fled before 
the voracious and cruel rapine of their brethren. 
In the dire necessity of famine, they sometimes 
roasted and devoured the flesh of their infant 
or adult captives. Amon^ the Turks and Ssh 
racens, the idolaters of Europe were rendered 
more odious by the name and reputation of 

the British ocean (p. 143), he \Ad confined hlnuelf to the oomben, 
fiunilicty and adYentoret of hif countrymen. I find in Dugdale, that 
an EoglUh Norman, Stephen, earl of Albemarle an'i Holdemetie, M 
the rear-gnard with duke Robert, at the battle of Antioch (Baronag«, 
part i, p. 61). ^ 

* Videres Scotornm apod se ferociiim alias imbellliim cnneos (GqW 
bert, p. 471) : the cms hUeetmm and kupida dUtmyt may suit the High- 
landers ; but the finibns uliginosis may rather apply to the Iri»h bogs, 
William of Malmsbary expressly mentions the Welsh and Scots, drc. 
(l.iT, p. laj), who quitted, the former Teaationem saltuum tlie latter 
ftniliaritatem puUciun., 
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CHAP, cannibals: the spies who introduced them- 
.^....l.. selves into the kitchen of Bohempnd, were 



shewn several human bodies turning on the 
spit; and the artful Norman encouraged a re- 
port, which increased at the same time the ab- 
horrence and the terror of the infidels * 
^«s« of I have expatiated with pleasure on the first 
A, 9*iwr^ steps of the crusaders, as they paint the man- 
jmso. ^^^^ ^^^^ character of Europe; but I shall 
abridge the tedious and uniform narrative of 
their blind achievements, which were perform- 
ed by strength, and are described by ignorance. 
From their first station in the neighbourhood 
of Nicomedia, they advanced in successive di- 
visions; passed the contracted limit of the 
Greek empire ; opened a road through the- 
hills ; and commenced, by the siege of his ca- 
pital, their pious warfare against the Turkish 
sultan. His kingdom of Roum extended from 
the Hellespont to the confines of Syria, and 
barred the pilgrimage of Jerusalem ; his name 
was Kilidge-Arslan, or Soliman,' of the race of 
Seljuk, &nd the son of the first conqueror; and 
in the defence of a land which the Turks con- 
sidered as their own, he deserved the praise of 
his enemies, by whom alone he is known to 

^ TliU cannibal hunger, Bometimes real, more frequently an artifice 

^ or a lie, may be found in Anna Comnena (Alexins, 1. x, p. 288), Gni- 

bert (p. 646), Radalpb. Cadom. (c. 07). The stratagem is related by 

the author of Getta Franeomm, the monk Robert Baldric, and Ray- 

i|i(md des Agiles, in the siege and famine of Antioch. 

^ His mussnlinan appellation of Soliman is used by the Latins; waA 
his character i» highly embellished by Tasso. His Turkish name of 
Kilidge-Anlan (▲. 9. 485-500, ▲■ h. 1192-1206. See de Guignes*s Ta- 
bles, tom. i, p. 245) is employed by the Orientals, and with some corw 
ruption- by the Greeks ^ but little more than his name can be found in 
the mahometan writers, who are dry and sulky on the subject of the 
first cmsade (de Gnignes, tom. Hi, p. U, p. 10-SO). 
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posterity. Yielding to the first impulse of the chap. 
torrent, he deposited his family and treasure in ,hlL^^ 
Nice ; retired to the mountains 'with fifty thou- 
sand horse; and twice descended to assault 
the camps or quarters of the christian besiegers, 
which formed an imperfect circle of above six 
miles. . The lofty and solid walls of Nice were 
covered by a d^p ditch, and flanked by three 
hundred and seventy towers; and on the verge 
of Christendom, the Moslems were trained in 
arms, and inflamed by religion* Before this 
city, the French princes occupied their stations, 
and proseclited their attacks without corre- 
spondence or subordination : emulation prompt- 
ed their valour; but their valour was sullied 
by cruelty, and their emulation degenerated in- 
to envy and civil discord. In the siege of Nice, 
the arts and engines of antiquity were employ- 
ed by the Latins ; the mine and the battering 
ram, the tortoise, and the belfrey or moveable 
turret, artificial fire, and the catapult and balist, 
the sling, and the cross-bow for the casting of 
stones and darts.*" In the space of seven weeks, 
much labour and blood were expended, and 
some progress, especially by count Raymond, 
was made on the side of the besiegers. But 
the Turks could protract their resistance and 
secure their escdpe, as long as they were roas- 
ters of the lake' Ascanius, which stretches se« 

^ Ob the ftrUecatiMM, cngincf, mdrfciet of tbe middU agtt, we 
Maratori (Antiqvitat. ItaUs, tan. ii, dlitoit uvi, p. 46MM). T^ 
MMm, from .whence our bclfiyj, WM Iho Morcabk tower of the an 
cicDto (DacaDge, ton. i, p. 608). 

■ I cannot forbear remarking the retemhiance between the itefe and 
Vike of Nice, with the operation! of Heman Cortei before Mexico. 
8«« Dr. Roberttoo'f Hiftory of America, I. ?. 
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Of AF. veral miles to the westward of the citf . The 
.•^^t!ll, ujeans o( conqueU wer^ suj>plied by the pru- 
deace and indusitry <^ Alexius; a great num- 
ber of boats was transported oo sledgeis froa 
the sea to the lake ; they were filled with the 
fliost dexterous of bis archers; tbe flight of tbe 
fultaoa was iateroepted; Nice was invested by 
land and water; and a Greek emissary per- 
suaded the iohabitaots to accept his majster's 
protection, and to save themselyes, by a timely 
surrender, from the rage of the sarages of Eu- 
rope. In the moment of victory, or at least ot 
hope, the crusaders, thirsting for blood and 
plunder, were awed by the imperial banuer 
that streamed from the citadel; and Alexius 
guarded with jealous vigilance this impoirtant 
conquest. The murmurs of the chiefs were sli- 
fled by honour or interest ; and after an halt of 
nine days, they directed their march towards 
* Phrygia, under the guidance of a Greek gene- 
ral, whom they suspected of secret coDHivaace 
with the sultan. The consort and the princi- 
pal servants of Soliman had been hooourably 
- restored without ransom; and the toiper4^'s 
generosity to the nUscreanUT was interpreted as 
treason to the christian cause. 
D**^to/ Soltptan was father provoked than dismay- 
•m, *^ ed by the Um» of his capital : he admonished 
jni^'l!^* his subjects and allies of this strange invasion 
of the western barbarians ; the Turkish emirs 
obeyed the call of loyalty or religion ; the Turk- 

* Mureantf a word invented bj the French cnuaden, and confined 
in that language to iti primttiYe sense. It ihonld seem that tbe leal 
of oar ancestors boiled higher, and that thej branded erery nnbellever 
as a rascal. A similar pr^adice still lorhs fi Sm ninds of naay who 
tifafk thenuelTeB christians. 



LVIIL 



or THE HOMAM WOmU SO 

man hordes encamped rodnd his standard ; and ewAp 
bis whole force is loosely stated by the ehris- 
tians at two handred, or even three hundred 
and sixty, thousand horse. Yet he patiently 
waited till they bad left behind them the sea 
and the Greek frontier; and holering on the 
flanks, observed their careless and conQdeot 
progress in two columns beyond th« tiew of 
each other. Some miles before they could 
reach Doryiaeum in Pbrygia, the left, and less 
nnmerous, division was surprised, and attack- 
ed, and almost oppressed, by the Turkish ca- 
valry." The beat of the weather, the clouds of 
arrows, and the barbarous onset, overwhelmed 
the crusaders ; they lost their order and confi- 
dence, and the fainting fight was sustaiuied hy 
the personal yalour, rather than by the military 
conduct, of Bohemond, Tancred, and Robert 
of Normandy. They were revived by the wel- 
come bjinners of duke Godfrey, who flew to 
their succour, with the count of Vermandois, 
and sixty thousand horse; and was followed 
by Raymond of Tholouse, the bishop of Poy, 
and the remainder of the sacred army* With- 
out a moment's pause, they formed in new or* 
der, and advanced to a second battle. They 
were received with equal resolution; and, in 
their common disdain for the unwarlike people 
of Greece and Asia, it was confessed on both 
sides, that the Turks and the Franks were the 
» 

• Baronios has produced a very doabtfnl letter to bit irotfcer Roftf 
(4. ©. 1S98, No. 16). Th«f «iM;ale« eoniifted of Modes, Perslaw, Cbal- 
diswii! be it so. The Srst attack was ciuii nostro incoMiodos tnio 
tad lender. Bot why Godfrey of Bouinon and Hagh «rsM«fwf Taii- 
ti«d is styled jNiHf: ofwliom? certafaly not ©f Roger, B«r of Boho- 
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cHAr. only nations eotided to the appellation of sol- 
Jt'^J^s diers/ Their encoanter was varied and balan- 
ced by the contrast of arms and discipline; of 
the direct charge, and wheeling evolutions ; of 
the coached lance, and the brandished javelin; 
of a weighty broad-sword, and a crooked sa- 
bre; of cumbrous armour, and thin flowing 
robes ; and of the long Tartar bow, and the ar- 
baliit or cross-bow, a deadly weapon, yet un- 
known to the Orientals.' As long as the horses 
were fresh and the quivers full, Soliman main- 
tained the advantage of the day ; and four thou- 
sand christians were pierced by the Turkish 
arrows. In the evenings swiftness yielded to 
strength; on either side, the numbers were 
1 equal, or at least aS great as any ground could 
hold, or any generals could manage; but in 
turning the bills, the last division of Raymond 
and his provinciaU was led, perhaps without 
design, on the rear of an exhausted enemy, and 
the long contest was determined. Besides a 
nameless and unaccountable multitude, three 
thousand pagan knights were slain in the bat- 
tle and pursuit ; the camp of Soliman wa^ pil- 
laged ; and in the variety of precious spoil, tb^e 
curiosity of the Latins was amused with foreign 
arms and apparel, and the new aspect of dro- 
medaries and camels. The importance of the 

' * Venimtamen dicont le eitc de FrtDtonm generatioM ; et qaim 
imllvs homo nmtnnliter debet one mi et nisi Prand et Tarci (Oct U 
Francoram, p. 7). Tbe lame eommuiity of blood and valoor if atteit- 
cd by arcbbiihop Baldric (p. 90). 

» IMiifa, B^U$Lr^ Arb^lnin. Sec Muratori Antiqnit torn, ii, p. ftlT- 
ftM. Ducance Glou. Latin, torn, i, p. 6S1, SIS. In tbe time of Amw 
Comnena, tbii weapon, wbich ibe detcribet under tbe name oflMiifre, 
waa unknown in the Bait (1. x, p. S91). By an hnmaae ineoniUteaey, 
tbe pope itroTc to prohibit it in chriitian wan. 
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Tictory WM ptoved by the hasty wtrett of the chap. 
sultan. AeserviDg ten thousand gnards of the ,,,^J^^ 
relics of his armyi Soliman eyacuated the king- 
dom of Room, and hastened to implore the aid, 
and kindle the resentment, of his eastern bre- 
thren. In a march of five hundred miles, the Mareb 
crusaders traversed the Lesser Asia, through tilTi!^ 
a wasted land and deserted towns, without ^||^^*^ 
either finding a friend or an enemy. The geo- 
grapher^ may trace the position of Dorylsenm, 
Antioch of Pisidia, -Iconium, Archelais, and 
Germanicia; and may compare those classic 
appellations with the modern names of Eski* 
shehr the old city, Akshehr the white city, 
Cogni, Erekli, and Marash. As. the pilgrims 
passed over a desert, where a draught of water 
is exchanged for silver, they were tormented by 
intolerable thirst; and on the bankfi of the first 
rivulet, their haste and intemperance were still 
more pernicious to the disorderly throng. They 
climbed with toil and danger the steep and slip- 
pery sides of mount Taurus : many of the sol- 
diers cast away their arms to secure their foot- 
steps \ and had not terror preceded their van, 
the long and trembling file might have been 
driven down the precipice by a handful of re» 
solute enemiesr Two of their most respectable 
chiefs, the duke of Lorraine and the count of ' 
Tbolonse, were carried in litters: Raymond 
was raised, as it is said by miracle, from an 
hopeless malady ; and Godfrey had been torn 

' Tbe cnrioQi Fcader may compare the dassle learning of Cellarinip 
and the geographical science of tl' AnviUe. William of Tyre if tbe m. 
ly iiiptorian of the crusades who has any knowledge of antiqnity ; and 
M. Otter trode almost in the fooUte(is of the Franks from Constmrtl* 
Bople to Antioch (Voyage en Tarqnie et en Perae, torn. I, p. M-8S). 
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CHAP. ^7 a bMur, as he purtaed tbat rough and peri* 
^,^X!'^!v. ^*" ehaoe in the raountaina of Piaidia. 
Baldwin To iin|Nt>?e the general coaBterDation, the 
priDc}^^^^ coDsin of BohemoDdand the brother of God- 
ty^Kdt^fj^j ^^j.^ detached from the inaia army with 
A. n. iMT- their respective squadrons of five^ and of aeveiii 
hundred knights. They over^ran, in a rapid 
career, the hills and sei^coast of Gilicia, from 
Gogni to the Sjrian gates : the NorsMD stan- 
dard was first planted on the wails of TarsM 
and Malmistra; but the proud injustice of 
fidldwin at length provoked the patient and 
generous Italian ; and they turned their conse* 
crated swords against each other in a private 
and profane quarrel. Honour was the motive; 
and fame the reward, of Tancred ; bat fortuoc 
siAiled on the more selfish enterprise of his ri^ 
val/ He was called to the assistance of a 
Greek or Armenian tyrant, who had been suf- 
fered under the Turkish yoke to reign over the 
christians of Edessa« Baldwin accepted the 
character of bis 9on and champion; but no 
sooner was he introduced into the city, than be 
inflamed the people to the massacre of bis fa* 
ther, occupied the throne and treasure^ extend- 
ed his conquests over the bills of AruKnia and 
the phin of Mesopotamia, and founded the first 
principality of the Franks or Latins^ which sub* 
mted fifty-four years beyond the Euphrates/ 

' Thi« dft]fel|ed'06QqaeBt of Edcm it best repnteoted by FoldMp 
rim Carnotentis, or of Charfrcs (in the collectioni of Bongarihii, D** 
cbetne, and MartenDe), the Taliant chaplain of connt Baldwin (Eiprit | 
dM Croi«ade9» torn, i, p. IS, 14). In the diipntea of that prince with 
Tancrrd, his partiality ii encountered by the partiality of KidalplnS | 
Cadoniensit, the loldier and hintorian of the gallant marqnif. , 

' " See de Ouignct, Hist, des Rnnt, torn, f, p. 456. j 
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Beftyre «be Franks cottld mttr Sjrio^ tJie chap. 
raiDmw, and even fheantuaui^ wcra completely ,,^^?,, 
wasted. Tbe siege of Antioch, or the sepwa- sit^^ ' 
tk» and repose of the amy daringr th« wtater a "iJ'^jfcr. 
season, was strongly debated in tbeir council : ^^l^ij^ 
the lore of arms and the faoty sepulchre urged ^^^^ 
them to advance ; and reason, perhaps^ was on 
the side of resolation^ since erery hoar of de- 
lay abates tbe ftme ai>d fbrce of tbe inyader, 
and muttipFies the resources of defensif e war. 
Tbe capital of Syria was protected by the river 
Orontes ; and the iron Mdge, of nine arches^ 
derives its name from the massy gates of the 
tiro towers which are constraoled at either end. 
ITiey were opened by the sword of thednkeof 
(Tormandy : bis victory gave entrance to three 
huirdred thousand crusaders, an account which 
may allow some scope for losses and desertion, 
but which clearly drtects much exaggeration 
in the review of Nice. In tbe description of 
Antioch/ it is not easy to define a middle term 
between her ancient munificence, under the 
successors of Alexander and Augustus, and 
the modem aspect of Turkish desolation. The 
Tetrapolis, or four cttiss, H they retained thmr 
name and position, must have left a large va- 
cnity in a circumference of twelve miles ; and 
that measure, as wett as tbe aumber of four 
bandred towers, are not perfectly consistent 
with the five gates, so often mentioned in tbe 
bistory of the siege. Yet Antioch must have 

* For Antioch, fee Poeecke (Defcriptioo of tbe EaU, v^. S, p. i, 
p. 188-lia), Otur (Voyage en Tnrqvie, Sec tonit i, |b 81, ae*) tiM 
Tttrktth geogrmpber (io OttePi notet), the Indn Oeognplilew of 
SdiQlteni (md caleem Bobadin. VH. SalftdUi), wad AMMm (Mbain 
(yrn, p. 115, lie. Ten. Reiske)., 
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CHAP. Btill flourished sis a great and populous capital. 
^!^1^}^^.. At the head: of the Turkish emirs, Baghisian, 
a veteran chief, commanded in the.plaqe: his 
garrison was compond- of six or seven thou* 
sand horse, and fifteen or twenty thousand foot: 
one Jiundred thousand Moslems are said to have 
fallen by the sword ; and their numbers are pro- 
bably inferior to the Greeks, Armenians, and 
Syrians, who had been no more than fourteen 
years the slaves of the house of Seljuk. From 
the remains of a solid and stately wall, it ap- 
pears to have arisen to the height of threescore 
feet in the valleys; and wherever less tart and 
labour had been applied, the ground was sup- 
posed to be defended by the river, the morass, 
and the mountains. Notwithstanding these for- 
tifications, the city had been repeatedly taken 
by the Persians, the Arabs^ the Greeks, and 
the Turks ; so large a circuit must have yield- 
ed many pervious points of attack ; and in a 
siege that was formed about the middle of Oc- 
tober, the vigour of the execution could alone 
justify the boldness of the attempt. Whatever 
strength and valour could perform in the field 
was abundantly discharged by the champions 
of the cross : in the frequent occasions of sal- 
lies, of forage, of the attack and defence of con- 
voys, they were often victorious ; and we can 
only complain, that their exploits are sometimes 
enlarged beyond the scale of probability and 
truth. The sword of Godfrey* divided a Turk 



eleval, evmqiie k ttniitri parte tcapnlarnm, tanti Tiitote 
intonit,,«t f«M pcctot medium dUjanzit ipinam at Titalia iotcrropiti 
at lie hilwieiM.ettiif taper erni dextrnm integer exlTiC; ticqae caput 
tatef ram cm destii parte carporb inmenil gvigite, partemqae qvm 
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from the shoalder to the haunch ; and one half chap 

of the infidel fell to the ground^ while the other . \^ 

was transported by his horse to the city gate. 
As Robert of Normandy rode against his anta- 
gonist, ** I devote thy head,** he piously ex- 
claimed, ** to the daemons of hell ;" and that 
head was instantly cloven to the breast by the 
resistless stroke of his descending falchion. 
But the reality or report of such gigantic 
prowess' must have taught the Moslems to 
keep within their walls; and against those walls 
of earth or stone, the sword and the lance were 
unavailing weapons. In the slow and succes- 
sive labours of a siege, the crusaders were su- 
pine and ignorant, without skill to contrive, or 
money to purcbase, or industry to use, the ar- 
tificial engines and implements of assault. In 
the conquest of Nicej they had been powerfully 
assisted by the wealth and knowledge of (he 
Greek emperor: his absence was poorly sup- 
plied by some Genoese and Pisan vessels, that 
were attracted by religion or trade to the coast 
of Syria: the stores were scanty, the return 
precarious, and the communication difficult and 
dangerous. Indolence or weakness had pre- 
vented the Franks from investing the entire cir- 
cuit ; and the perpetual freedom of two gates 

eqna preaesidebat remisit cWitati' (Robert Mon. p. 50) Cnjiii cnM 
trajcctiHi, Tnnitti dno foctut est Ttirci : nt inferior alter in orbem eqnl- 
Urct, alter arcitenrnt in diamine nataret (Raduiph. Cadom. c. 63, p. 304). 
Yet he jnstifiet the deed by the tiupendU viribii of Godfrey ; and Wil- 
liam df Tyre coven it by, obitopoit popnlui Awti noTltate 

Aimbilia (I. ▼, c. 0, p. 701). Yet it must not have appeared incredible 
to the knights of that age. 

' Sec the exploits of Robert, Raymond, and the modest TaMrcd^ 
who Imposed silence on his squire (Raduiph. Cadom. c* CS) 

VOL. XI. F 



Otf THE DECLINE AND FAU 

CHAP, relieved the wants and recruited the garrison. 
^y^}}}^^, of the city. At the end of seven months, after 
the ruin of their cavalry, and an enormous loss 
by famine, desertion, and fatigue, the progress 
of the crusaders was imperceptible, and their 
success remote, if the Latin Ulysses, the artful 
and ambitious Bohemond, had not employed 
the arms of cunning and deceit. The christians 
of Antioch were numerous and discontented : 
Phirouz, a Syrian renegado, had acquired the 
favour of the emir, and the command of three 
towers; and the merit of his repentance dis- 
guised to the Latins, and perhaps to himself, 
the foul design of perfidy and treason. A se» 
cret correspondence, for their mutual interest, 
was soon established between Phirouz and the 
prince of Tarento ; and Bohemond declared in 
the council of the chiefs, that he could deliver 
the city into their hands. But he claimed the 
sovereignty of Antioch as the reward of his ser- 
i^ice; and the proposal which had been rejected 
by the envy, was at length extorted from the 
distress, of his equals. The nocturnal sur- 
prise was executed by the French and Norman 
princes, who ascended in person. the scaling 
ladders that were thrown from the walls: their 
new proselyte, after the murder of his too scru- 
pulous brother, embraced and introduced the 
servants of Christ; the army rushed through 
the gates ; and the Moslems soon found, that,! 
although mercy was hopeless, resistance was 
impotent. But the citadel still refused to sur«| 
render; and the victors themselves werespeedi-| 
ly encompassed and besieged by the innumef 
rable forces of Kerboga, prince of Mosul, who/ 
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with twenty-eight Turkish emirs, advanced to chap. 
the deliverance of Antioch. Five-and-twenty .It!!}}}^^^ 
days the christians spent on the verge of de- 
struction; and the proud lieutenant of the ca^ 
liph and the sultan left them only the choice of 
servitude or death.' In this extremity, they vietory of 
collected the relicts of their strength, sallied ISde^~' 
from the town, and in a single memorable day^j^JJ^ 
annihilated or dispersed the host of Turksi and 
Arabians, which they might safely report to 
have consisted of six hundred thousand men/ 
Their supernatural allies I shall proceed to 
consider : the human causes of the victory of 
Antioch were the fearless despair of the Franks, 
and the surprise, the discord, perhaps the er- 
rors, oif thHr unskilful and presumptuous ad- 
versaries. The battle is described with as much 
disorder as it was fought : but we may observe 
the tent of Kerboga, a moveable and spacious 
palace, enriched with the luxury of Asia, and 
capable of holding above two thousand per- 
sons; we may distinguish his three thousand 
guards, who were cased, the horses as well as 
the men, in complete steel. 

' After menHoniiiir the dUtreit tnd humble petition'of the Fraakt, 
Abalpharafiut mdds the hanghty reply of Codbako, or Kerboga; ^'Non 
** evasnri estis nisi per gladiiim,** (Dynast p. 24I.) 

* In descril>ing the hoxt of Kerboga, most of the Latin histvriaDt, the 
anthor of tlie Oesta (p. 17), Robert Monachus (p. 56), Baldric (p. Ill), 
Fulcherins Carnotensis (p. S92), Guihert (p. 612), William of Tyre 
0- ti, c. S, p. 714), Bernard Thesanrariui (c. 39, p. 096), are cuotent 
with the Tagne expressions of in6niU mnltitiido, .iauneosnm agmen,. 
iominierae copiae or gentes, which correspond with the f*rr« ata^f^vrm 
XAuam of Anna Comnena (Alexias, I. xi, p. 316-320). The nmnben of 
the Turks are fixed by Albert Aqnensia at 200,000 (I. »▼> «• ^0, p. tiM^ 
and by Radulphus Cadomensis at 400,000 hone (& 72^ p* MOV, 
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CHAP. Id the eventful period of the siege and de^ 
^}^^}}Jj^, fence of Antioch, the crusaders were, alter- 
Tbeirfa. uatelj, exaited by victory, or sunk in despair; 
dime!« at Cither swelled with plenty, or emaciated with 
Aatioch, hunger. A speculative reasoner might sup- 
pose, that their faith had a strong and serious 
influence on their practice; and that the sol- 
diers of the cross, the deliverers of the holy 
sepulchre, prepared themselves by a sober and 
virtuous life for the daily contemplation of mar7 
tyrdom. Experience blows away this charita- 
ble illusion; and seldom does the history of 
profane war display such scenes of intempe- 
rance and prostitution as were exhibited under 
the walls of Antioch. The grove of Daphne 
no longer flourished ; but the Syrian air was 
still impregnated with the same vices ; the 
christians were seduced by every temptation* 
that nature either prompts or reprobates ; the 
authority of the chiefs was despised ; and ser- 
' mons and edicts were alike fruitless against 
those scandalous disorders, not less pernicious 
to military discipline, than repugnant to evan- 
gelic purity. In the first days of the siege and 
the possession of Antioch, the Franks consum- 
ed with wanton and thoughtless prodigality 
the frugal subsistence of weeks and months: 
(he desolate country no longer yielded a sup- 
' ply; and from that country they were at length 
excluded by the arms of the besieging Turks. 
Disease, the faithful companion of want, was 
epvenomed by the rains of the winter, the sum- 

* See the tragic and toaadaloat fate of an archdeacon of royal birth, 
who wat ilain by the Turki as he reposed in an orchard, playing at' 
dice nith a Syrian conciibino. 
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mer heats, unwholesome food, and the close chap. 
imprisonnnent of multitudes. The picturen of ,hl^J:t\^ 
famine and pestilence are always the same, and 
always disgustful; and our imagination may 
suggest the nature of their sufferings and their 
resources. The remains of treasure or spoil 
were eagerly lavished in the purchase of the 
irilest nourishment; and dreadful must have 
been the calamities of the poor, since, after 
paying three marks of silver for a goat, and fif- 
teen for a lean camel,^ the count of Flanders 
was reduced to b^ a dinner, and duke Godfrey 
o borrow an horse. Sixty thousand horses had 
Aeen reviewed in the camp : before the end of 
the siege they were diminished to two thousand, 
%nd scarcely two hundred fit for service could 
be mastered on the day of battle. Weakness 
of body and terror of mind extinguished the « 
ardent enthusiasm of the pilgrims ; and every 
motive of honour and religion was subdued by 
the desire of life.* Among the chiefs, three 
heroes may be found without fear or reproach : 
Godfrey of Bouillon was supported by his mag- 
nanimous piety; Bohemond by ambition and 
interest; and Tancred declared, in the true spi- 

^ Tb« Taloe of an oz rote from five lolidi (fifteeD sbilUngi) tt Christ- 
mas to two Diarks -(fonr ponnd), and afterwards much higher; a kid 
or lamb, from one shilling to eighteen of oar present money; in the 
second famine, a loaf of bread, or the head of an animal, sold for a 
piece of gold. More examples might be prodaced.; bat it Is the ordU 
nary, not the extraordinary prices, that deserre the notice of the phi- 
losopher. 

* Alii mnlti qnomm nomina non tenemns ; quia, deleta de libra li- 
tSB, praesenti open nota sunt inferenda (Will. Tyr. 1. vi, c. ft, p. 71ft). 
Guibert (p. 618, 623) attempts to excuse Hugh tho Great, and t? §■ ^ 
Stephen of Chartres. 
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CHAP, rit of chivalry, thai as long as he was at the 
.hJ}}J.\. head of forty knights, he would never rdin- 
quish the enterprise of Palestine. But the 
count of Tholouse and Provence was suspect- 
ed of a voluntary indisposition : the duke of 
Normandy was recalled from the sea^shore by 
the censures of the church ; Hugh the Great, 
though he led the vanguard of the battle, em- 
braced an ambiguous opportunity of returning 
to France; and Stephen, count of Chartres^ 
basely deserted the standard which he bore, 
and the council in which be presided. The 
soldiers were discouraged by the flight of Wil- 
liam, viscount of MeluQ, surnamed the carpen^ 
Ur^ from the weighty strokes of his axe; and 
the saints were scandalised by the fall of Peter 
the Hermit, who, after arming Europe against 
Asia, attempted to escape from the penanc^ of 
a necessary fast. Of the multitude of recreant 
warriors, the names (says an historian) are blot- 
ted from the book of life; and the opprobrious 
epithet of the rope^ancers was applied to the 
deserters who dropt in the night from the walls 
of Antioch. The emperor Alexius,' who seeth- 
ed to advance to the succour of the Latins, was 
dismayed by the assurance of their hopeless 
condition. They expected their fate in silent 
despair; oaths and punishments were tried 
without effect; and to rouse the soldiers to tha 
defence of the walls, it was found necessary to 
set fire to their quarters. 

' See the progress of tlie cnmade, the retreat of Alexius, the victory 
of Antioch, and the conquest of Jerusalem, in the Alexiad, I. xi, p 317- 
S27. Anna vras so prone to ej^aggcratioo, that she magnifiei the ear* 
ploits of the Latins, 



or THE ROMAN KMPIU. 71 

For their salvaliou and tictory, they were chak 
indebted to the same fanaticism which had led ,,^^1"^^ 
theiij to the brink of ruin. In such a cause, Legend of 
and in such an army, visions, prophesies, and iJ^,^^ 
miracles, were frequent and familiar. In the 
distress of Antioch, they were repeated with 
unusual energy and success : St Ambrose had 
assured a pious ecclesiastic, that two years of 
trial* must precede the season of deliverance 
and grace ; the deserters were stopped by the 
presence and reproaches of Christ himself; the 
dead had promised to arise and combat with 
their brethren ; the virgin had obtained the 
pardon of their sins ; and their confidence was 
revived by a visible sign, the seasonable and 
splendid discovery of the holy lance. The po- 
licy of their chiefs has on this occasion been 
admired, and might surely be excused ; but a 
pious fraud is seldom produced by the cool 
conspiracy of many persons ; and a voluntary 
impostor might depend on the support of the 
wise and the credulity of the people. Of the 
diocese of Marseilles, there was a priest of low 
cunning and loose manners, and his name was 
Peter Bartholemy. He presented himself at 
the ^oor of the council*chamber, to disclose an 
apparition of St Andrew, which had been thrice 
reiterated in his sleep, with a dreadful menace^ 
if he presumed to suppress the commands of 
heaven. ** At Antioch,'' said the apostle, '' in 
'' the church of my brother St Peter, near the 
'' high altar, is conceafed the steel head of the 
'' laooe that pierced the side of our Redeemer. 
*' In three days, that instrument of eternal, and 
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CHAP. ** DOW or temporal, salvation, will be manifest- 
./;X"!l. '* ^ to hifl disciples. Search, and ye shall find : 
** bear if aloft in battle; and that mystic weapon 
** shall penetrate the souls of the miscreants.** 
The pope's legate, the bishop of Puy, affected 
to listen with coldness and distrust; but the 
reyelation was eagerly accepted by count Ray* 
mond, whom his faithful subject, in the name 
of the apostle, had chosen for the guardian of 
the holy lance. The experiment was resolved ; 
and on the third day, after a due preparation 
of prayer and fasting, the priests of Marseilles 
introduced twelve trusty spectators, among 
whom were the count and his chaplain ; and 
the church-doors were barred against the im- 
petuous multitude. The ground was opened 
in the appointed place ; but the workmen, who 
relieved each other, dug to the depth of tw^We 
feet without discovering the object of their 
search. In the evening, when count Raymond 
had withdrawn to his post, and the weary as- 
sistants began to murmur, Bartholemy, in his 
shirt, and without his shoes, boldly descended 
intp the pit; the darkness of the hour and of 
the place enabled him to secrete and deposit 
the head of a Saracen l&nce; and the first sound, 
the first gleam of the steel was saluted with a 
devout rapture. The holy lance was drawn 
from its recess, wrapt in a veil of silk and gold, 
and exposed to the veneration of the crusaders; 
their anxious suspence burst forth in a general 
shout of joy and hope, and the desponding 
troops were again inflamed with the enthusiasm 
of valour. Whatever had been the arts, and 
whatever might be the sentiments of the chiofSt 
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they skiirally improTed this fortunate rcrplo- crap. 
tion by every aid tbat discipline and devotion .ll^}^,^ 
could afford. The soldiers were dismissed to 
their quarters with an injunction to fortify their 
minds and bodies for the approaching conflict, 
freely to bestow tlieir last pittance on them- 
selves and their horses, and to expect with the 
dawn of day the signal of victory. On the . 
festival of St. Peter and St. Paul, the gates Of 
Antioch were thrown open : a martial psalm, 
" Let the Lord arise, and let his enemies be 
'* scattered ! *' was chaunted by a procession of 
priests and monks ; the battle array was mar-* 
shalled in twelve divisions, in honour of the 
twelve apostles ; and the holy lance, in the ab- 
sence of llaymoud, was entrusted to the hands 
of his chaplain. The influence of ibis relic or 
trophy was felt by the servants, and perhaps 
by the enemies, of Christ;* and its potent ener- 
gy was heightened by an accident, a stratagem, 
or a rumour, of ^ miraculous complexion. 
Three knights, in white garments and resplen- ceiettiai 
dent arms, either issued, or seemed to issue, *""•"• 
from the hills: the voice of Adhemar,* the 
pope's legate, proclaimed them as the martyrs 
St. George, St. Theodore, and St. Maurice; 
the tumult of battle allowed no time for doubt 
or scrutiny; and the welcome apparition daz- 
zled the eyes or the imagination of a fanatic 
army. In the season of danger and triumph, 
the revelation of Bartholemy of Marseilles was 

* Tbe Mahomeitn AboalmahtieD (apad d« Oaignet, torn, ii, jp. il, 
p. 96) ii more correct in hit account of tlie holy lance than the chri»> 
tians, Anna Cbnincna and Abolpbaragiiu: the Greek princeu cm- 
lband« ii with a nail of the cross (I. xl, p. t96) j the Jacobite primiH 
with St. Peter's staff (p 242). 
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CHAP, vnaaimottsly asserted ; byt as soon as the tern- 
*J!^^!!l* porary service was accomplished^ the personal 
dignity and liberal alms which the count of 
TholoQse derived from the custody of the holy 
lance provoked the envy, and awakened the 
reason, of his rivals. A Norman clerk pre- 
sumed to sift, with a philosophic spirit, the 
truth of the legend, the circumstances of the 
discovery, and the character of the prophet; 
and the pious Bohemond ascribed their deliver- 
ance to the merits and intercession of Christ 
alone. For a while, the Provincials defended 
their national palladium with clamours and 
arms ; and new visions condemned to death 
and hell the profane sceptics, who presumed to 
scrutinise the truth and merit of the discovery. 
The prevalence of incredulity compelled the 
author to submit his life and veracity to the 
judgment of God. A pile of dry faggots, four 
feet high, and fourteen long, was erected in the 
midst of the camp; the flames burnt fiercely to 
the elevation of thirty cubits; and a narrow 
path of twelve inches was left for the perilous 
trial. The unfortunate priest of Marseilles tra- 
versed the. fire with dexterity and speed ; but 
his thighs and belly were scorched by the in- 
tense heat ; he expired the next day ; and the 
logic of believing minds will pay some regard 
to his dying protestations of innocence and 
truth. Some efforts were made by the Provin- 
cials to substitute a cross, a ring, or a taber- 
nacle, in the place of the holy lance, which 
soon vanished in contempt and oblivion.' Yet 

Hie two antafMistf who express the «iMt intimate kBOwkdge «ii 
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the retelation of Antioch is gravely asserted chap. 
by succeeding historians; and such is the pro- ™":. 
gresB of credulity, that miracles, most doubtful 
on the spot and at the moment, will be received - 
with implicit faith at a convenient distance of 
time and space. 

The prudence or fortune of the Franks hadThetntc 
delayed their invasion till the decline of theTuAiMd 
Turkish empire.* Under the manly govern- gJJ **^ 
ment of the three first sultans, the kingdoms of 
Asia were united in peace and justice; and the 
innumerable armies which they led in person 
were equal in courage, and superior in disci- 
pline, to the barbarians of the west. But at 
the time of the crusade, the inheritance of Ma* 
lek Shaw was disputed by his four ^ons ; their 
private aoibition was insensible of the public 
danger; and, in the vicissitudes of their fortune, 
the royal vassals were ignorant, or regardless, 
of the true object of their allegiance. The 
twenty-eight emirs, who marched with the Btan^^ 
dard of Kerboga, were his rivals or enemies ; 
their hasty levies were drawn from the towns 
and tents of Mesopotamia and Syria ; and the 
Turkish veterans were employed or consumed 
in the civil walrs beyond the Tigris. The ca- 
liph of Egypt embraced this opportunity of 
weakness and discord, to recover his ancient 
possessions ; and his sultan Aphdal besieged 

the itroiifeft cpofietion of the miraeU and of tlie>hwd, are Raymond 
des Agilct, and Radnlphoi Cadomensia, the one attached to the count 
of Tholonie, the other to the Norman prince, Fnlcherioa Camotenoi 
pretamea to say, Audite frandem et son fhwdcm! aad afterwards In- 
ytiut hnccam, faBactter oceultatara fonlUm. The Ml of the herd aro 
loQd and stremioitt. 

*Sc« Mf. de Oiiignct (torn, ii, p. ii, p.9SS,te.)y and the arMca «l 
Barldarok^ Mohammed, Sangiar, in d*Herbelot« 



76 THE DBCUNE AND PALL 

CHAP. Jerusalem and Tyre, expelled the children of 
LViiL Ortok, and restored in Palestine the civil and 
ecclesiasticalauthority of theFatimites/ They 
heard with astonishment of the i^ast armies of 
christians that had passed from Europe to Asia, 
and rejoiced in the sieges and battles which 
broke the power of the Turks, the adversaries 
of their sect and monarchy. But the satu 
christians were the enemies of the prophet; and 
from the overthrow of Nice and Antioch, the 
motive of their enterprise, which was gradually 
understood, would urge them forwards to the 
banks of the Jordan, or perhaps of the Nilei 
An intercourse of epistles and embassies, which 
rose and fell with the events of war, was main-* 
tained between the throne of Cairo and the 
camp of the Latins; and their adverse pride 
was the result of ignorance and enthusiasm. 
The ministers of £gypt declared in an haughty, 
or insinuated in a milder tone, that their sove- 
reign, the true and lawful commander of the 
faithful, had rescued Jerusalem from the Turk- 
ish yoke ; and that the pilgrims, if they would 
divide their numbers, and lay aside their arms, 
should find a safe and hospitable reception at 
the sepulchre of Jesus. In the belief of tiieir 
lost condition, the caliph Mostali despised their 
arms, and imprisoned their deputies : the con- 
quest and victory of Antioch prompted him to 
solicit those formidable champions with gifts 
of horses and silk robes, of vases, and purses 

* The emir, or anltan Apbdal, recovered Jcrnsftlem and Tyre, A. a. 

480 (fienaudot, Hif t. Patriarch. AlezaDdriD. p. 47S. De Gaigoct, torn, i, 

> ^. 940, from Abolfeda and Ben SchouDah). Jemialem ante adfentma 

vcttram recopcra? inras, Turcot ejecimof , w$ the Fatimite ambaiaadon. 
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of gold and silver ; and in his estimate of their chap. 
merit or power, the first place was assigned to ^I!I^^, 
Bohemond, and the second to Godfrey, In 
either fortune the answer of the crusaders was 
firm and uniform: they disdained to inquire 
into the private claims or possessions of the ' 

followers of Mahomet ; whatsoever was his 
name or nation, the usurper of Jerusalem was 
their enemy ; and instead of prescribing the 
mode and terms of their pilgrimage, it was only 
by a timely surrender of the city and province, 
their sacred right, that he could deserve their 
alliance, or deprecate their impending and irre- 
sistible attack.' 

Yet this attack, when they were within the Delay of 
view and reach of their glorious prize, wasl!ri!!"lft 
suspended above ten months after the defeat ofi"*J;j[^^ 
Kerboga. The zeal . and courage of the cru- ■^•/' ; 
saders were chilled in the moment of victory; 
and, instead of marching to improve the con- 
ttemation, they hastily diispersed to enjoy the 
luxury of Syria. The qauses of this strange 
delay may be found in the want of strength and 
subordination. In the painful and various ser- 
vice of Antioch, the cavalry was annihilated ; 
many thousands of every rank bad been lost 
by famine, sickness, and desertion: the same 
abuse of plenty had' been productive of a third 
fanune; and the alternative of intemperance , 
and distress had generated a pestilence, which 
swept away above fifty thousand of the pil- 
grims. Few wej'e able to command, aud none 

* See the transactiona between the caliph of Egypt and the cniia- 
den, in William of Tyie (1. i?, c. 34, 1. ?i, c 10) and Albert Aqnemia 
(L ill, e. 61^, who are mvre sensible of their inportance than the con- 
Unmnn writers. 
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CHAP, were willing^ to obey : the domestic feuds, 
^^^^'' which had been stifled by common fear, were 
again renewed in acts, or at least in sentiments, 
of hostility ; the fortune of Baldwin and Bohe- 
mond excited the envy of their companions ; the 
bravest knights were enlisted for the defence ot 
their new principalities; and count Raymond 
exhausted his troops and treasures in an idle 
expedition into the heart of Syria. The winter 
\Fas consumed in discord and disorder; a sense 
of honour and religion was rekindled in the 
spring; and the private soldiers, less suscep- 
tible of ambition and jealousy, awakened with 
angry clamours the indolence of their chiefs. 
^t«i^ In the month of May, the relics of this mighty 
jemuiem, host procccded from Antioch to Laodicea 
May ^' about forty thousand Latins, oi whom no more 
jimefi. tjjg^jj fifteen hundred horse, and twenty thou- 
sand foot, were capable of immediate service. 
Their easy march was continued between 
mount Libanus and the sea-shore; their wants 
were liberally supplied by the coasting traders 
of Genoa and Pisa; and they drew large con- 
tributions from the emirs of Tripoli, Tyre, Si- 
don, Acre, and Ceesarea, who granted a ix^^ 
passage, and promised to follow the example 
of Jerusalem. From Gaesarea they advanced 
into the midland country ; their clerks recog- 
nised the sacred geography of Lydda, RaiiUa, 
Emaus, and Betblem ; and as soon as they des- 
cried the holy city, the crusaders forgot their 
toils, and claimed their reward.*' 

^ The greatest part of the march of the Franka is tnicad, aad most 
accurately traced, in Maiindreirs Jonmey from Aleppo to JoroMitm 
(p. 17-67); an dcs nieillenrs morceaiix, tans contrcdit, qii*oo ait d«M 
ce genre (d*Anville, Memoire sur Jerusalem, p. 27) 
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Jerusalem has derived some reputation from chap. 
the number and importance of her memorable ,.^}^"h. 
si^es. It was not till after a long and obsti- si's« »<i 
nate contest that Babylon and Rome conld JenMiVi!!, 
prevail against the obstinacy of the people, the jIiq^ 7?^* 
craggy ground that might supersede the neces-^^^ ^' 
sitj of fortifications, and the walls and towers 
that would have fortified the most accessible 
plain.' These obstacles were diminished in the 
age of the crusades. The bulwarks had been 
completely destroyed, and imperfectly restor- 
ed : the Jews, their nation, and worship, were 
for ever banished ; but nature is less change- 
able than man, and the site of Jerusalem, though 
somewhat softened and somewhat removed, was 
still strong against the assaults of an enemy. 
By the experience of a recent siege, and a three 
years possession, the Saracens of Egypt bad 
been taught to discern, and in some degree to 
remedy, the deflects of a place, which religion 
as well as honour forbade them to resign. Ala- 
din, or Iftikhar, the caliph's lieutenant, was en- 
trusted with the defence : his policy strove to 
restrain the native christians by the dread of 
their own ruin, and that of the holy sepulchre ; 
to animate the Moslems by the assurance of 
temporal and eternal rewards. His garrison is 
said to have consisted of forty thousand Turks 
and Arabians ; and if he could muster twenty 
thousand of the inhabitants, it must be con- 
fessed that the besieged were more nuokerous 

> See the ntfteriy diteriptioii of Taeitu (Hift. t. 11» 19, IS), who 
MippoMt that the Jewbh lawgiTen had ptotidcd for a pe^etoal ttait 
of hottility a^tlMt tiie test of nankind. 
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CHAP, than the besieging army" Had the diminiah- 
,,^}ll!!l. ed strength and numbers of the Latins allowed 
'""""' them to grasp the whole circumference of four 
thousand yards (about two English miles and 
a halQ,' to what useful purpose should they 
have descended into the valley of Ben Himmon 
and torrent of Cedron,* or approached the 
precipices of the south and east, from whence 
they had nothing either to hope or fear? Their 
siege was more reasonably directed against the 
northern and western sides of the city. God- 
frey^ of Bouillon erected his standard on the 
first swell of mount Calvary ; to the left, as far 
as St. Stephen's gate, the line of attack was 
continued by Tancred and the two Roberts ; 
and count Raymond established his quarters 
from the citadel to the foot of mount Sion, 
which was no longer included within the pre- 
cincts of the city. On the fifth day, the cru- 
' saders made a general assault, in the fanatic 

■ The lively acepticism of VoUaire is balanced with seotc and erudi- 
tioD by the French author of the Esprit det Croisadet (torn- W* p* SOS- 
MS), who observes, that, according to the Arabians, the inbabitaats 
of Jerusalem mitst have exceeded 200,000 } that, in the siege of Titns, 
Josephtis collects 1,300,000 Jews; that they are stated by Tacitni hiu- 
aelf at 600^000; and that the largest defalcation that his accefimuM can 
justify, will itill leave them more numerous than the Roman army. 

" Maundrelly who diligently perambulated the walls, found a circait 
of 46S0 paces, or 4167 English yards (p. 109, 110) : from an antht-ntic 
plan^ d'Anville concludes a measure nearly similar^ of 1000 French 
fMses (p. 23 29), in his scarce and vaUial^Ie tract. For the topography 
of Jerusalem, see Reland (PaUstina, torn, ii, p. 833 MO). 

* Jerusalem was possessed only of the torrent of Kedroui dry in tnm- 
mer, and of the little spring or brook of Siloe (Reland, torn, i, p. 20«, 
300). Both strangers and natives complained of the want of water 
trhlch in time of war was studiously aggravated. Within the city» Ta- 
citus mentions % perennial fountain, an aqueduct^ and ciatems for rain 
water. The nquednot vias conveyed from the rivulet Tckoc, or Etiian, 
which is likewise mentioned by Bohadin (in Vit. SaMin. p. S3SV 
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hope of battering down the walls without en* chap. 
gines, and of scaling; them without ladders. . 
By the dint of brutal force, they burst the flrst 
barrier, but they were driven back with shame 
and slaughter to the camp ; the influence of vi- 
sion and prophecy was deadened by the too 
frequent abuse of those pious stratagems ; and 
time and labour were found to be the only 
means of victory. The time of the siege was 
indeed fulfilled in forty days,' but they were 
forty days of calamity and anguish. A repeti- 
tion of the old complaint of famine may be im< 
puted in some degree to the voracious or disor- 
derly appetite of the Franks; but the stony soil 
of Jerusalem is almost destitute of water ; the 
scanty springs and hasty torrents were dry in 
the summer season : nor was the thirst of the 
besiegers relieved, as in the city, by the artifi- 
cial supply o( cisterns and aqueducts. The 
circumjacent country is equally destitute of 
trees for the uses of shade or building; but 
some large beams were discovered in a cave by 
the ^crusaders; a wood near Sichem, the en- 
chanted grove of Tasso,' was cut down ; the 
necessary timber was transported to the camp 
by the vigour and dexterity of Tancred ; and 
the engines were framed by some Genoese ar- 
tists, who had formerly landed in the harbour 
of-JafTa. Two moveable turrets were construct- 
ed at the expence, and in the stations, of the 
duke of Lorraine and the count of Tholouse, 

» OitfriMalemme Liberala, canto xili. It ia pleasant enongh to ob. 
•er?e how Tasio hai copied and embellished the miauteit details of th« 
siege. 

VOL. XI. O 
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CHAP, and roiled forwards with devout labour, not to 
^......,1. the most accessible, but to the most neglected 

parts of the fortification. Raymonds tower 
was reduced to ashes by the fire of the be- 
sieged, but his colleague was more vigilant and 
successful ; the enemies were driren by his 
archers from the rampart; the draw-bridge was 
let down ; and on a Friday, at three in the af- 
ternoon, the day and hour of the passion, God- 
frey of Bouillon stood victorious on the walls 
^ of Jerusalem. His example was followed on 
every side by the emulation of valour; and 
about four hundred and sixty years after the 
conquest of Omar, the holy city was rescued 
from the mahometan yoke. In the pillage o£ 
public and private wealth, the adventurers had 
agreed to respect the exclusive property of the 
first occupant ; and the spoils of the gpreat 
mosque, seventy lamps and massy vases of gold 
and silver, rewarded the diligence, and display- 
ed the generosity, of Tancred. A bloody sa- 
crifice was offered by his mistaken votaries to 
the God of the christians : resistance might 
provoke, but neither age nor sex could mollis 
fy, their implacable rage : they indulged them« 
selves three days in a promiscuous massacre ;^ 
and the infection of the dead bodies produced 
an epidemical <Iisease. After seventy thonsand 
Moslems had been put to the sword, and the 
harmless Jews had been burnt in their syna- 
gogue, they could still reserve a multitude of 

* Btit«lM tlic LaUnt, vho are not ubamed of the maitacre, •«« 
Elmacin (Hist. Saracen, p. S63), Abalphangina (bynast. p. Sa)» and 
M. de Gaiguei (torn, ii, p. ii, p. 99), from Abonlmaliaien. 
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captivM, whom interest or lassitude persuaded chap. 
them to spare. Of these savage heroes of the ±^?i:. 
cross, Tancred alone betrayed some Bentiments 
of compassion ; yet we may praise the more 
selfish lenity of Raymond, who granted a capi- 
tulation and safe conduct to the garrison of the 
citadel/ The holy sepulchre was now free; 
and the bloody victors prepared to' accomplish 
their vow. Bareheaded and barefoot, with con- 
trite hearts, and in an bumble posture, they 
ascended the hill of Calvary, amidst the loud 
anthems of the clergy ; kissed the stone which 
had covered the Saviour of the world ; and be- 
dewed with tears of joy and penitence the mo- 
nument of their redemption. This union of 
the fiercest and mo»t tender passions has been 
yariousJy considered by two philosophers ; by 
the one,' as easy and natural ; by the other/ as 
absurd and incredible. Perhaps it is too ri^ 
gorously applied lo the same persons and the 
same hour : the example of the virtuous God- 
frey awakened the piety of his companions; 
j/rhile they cleansed their bodies, they purified 
their minds ; nor shall i believe that the most 
ardent in slaughter and rapine were the fore- 
most ill the procession to the holy sepulchre. 

* The old tower Paephina, in the middle ages Nrblosa, was named 
Costellom Pisannm, IVo» the patriarch Daimbert. It is stitl the cita- 
del, the nrtidence of the Turkish aga, and comaMads a proapcet of the 
I>ead Sea, Jiidea, and Arabia (D^Anville, p. ]9>8S). It was Hkawiio 
called the tower of David, tev^yot trafjtfAtytBKwnt. 

* Home, in his History of England, vol. i, p. 811, SIS, oetftvo 
edition. 

* Voltaire, fai his Essal snr IfHutoirc' Oencndc^ torn, if, c id, 
p. M5, 346. 
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CHAP. Bight days after this memorable eyent, which 
^h^}}}.\, pope Urban did not live to hear, the Latin 
EiectiiMi chiefs proceeded to the election of a king, to 
ofOod^ey guard and govern their conquests in Palestine. 
o^f«oiiii- ijygi^ t|j^ g^g^t^ anj Stephen of Chartres, had 

j-o-i^t retired with some loss of reputation, which 
A.D. 1100 they strove to regain by a second crusade and 
°^^^' an honourable death. Baldwin was establish- 
ed at Edessa, and Bohemond at Antioch ; and 
two Roberts, the duke of Normandy" and the 
count of Flanders, preferred their fair inherit- 
ance in the .West to a doubtful competition or 
a barren sceptre. The jealousy and ambition 
of Raymond were condemned by his own fol- 
lowers ; and the free, the just, the unanimous 
voice of the army proclaimed Godfrey of Bouil- 
lon the Brst and most worthy of the champions 
of Christendom. His magnanimity accepted a 
trust as full of danger as of glory ; but in a 
city where his Saviour had been crowned with 
thorns, the devout pilgrim rejected the name 
and ensigns of royalty ; and the founder of the 
kingdom of Jerusalem contented himself with 
the modest title of defender and baron of the 
holy sepulchre. His government of a single 
year,' too short for the public happiness, was 
interrupted in the first fortnight by a summons 

" The English aseribe to Robert o( Normaniijr, and the proTincinlt 
to Raymond of Tholooie, the glorj of refuting the crown ; but the ho* 
■est Toice of tradition hat preier?ed the memory of the ambition and 
KTCQfe (Villehardottin, No. 1S6) of the count of St. Oilet. He died 
nt the fticge of Tripoli, which wat pottetted by hit descendant!. 

' See the election, the battle of Atcal9n, Sec. il William of Tyre, 
4 L Is, c 1-19, and in the conclusion of the Latin hiitorians of the i 
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to the field by the approach of the vizir or sul- chap. 
tan of Egypt, who had been too slow to pre-^^X!!h* 
Tent, but who was impatient to avenge, the loss 
of Jerusalem. His total overthrow in the bat-B«ttieof - 
tie of Ascalon sealed the establishujent of the a!^!^^^ 
Latins in Syria, and signalised the valour of^'*-**- 
the French princes, who in this action bade a 
long farewell to the holy wars. Some glory 
might be derived from the prodigious inequa- 
lity of numbers, though I shall not count the 
myriads of horse and foot on the side of the 
Fatimites; but, except three thousand £thio« 
pians or blacks, who were armed with flails, 
or scourges of iron,' (he barbarians of the south 
fled on the first onset, and afforded a pleasing 
comparison between the. active valour of the 
Turks and the sloth and effeminacy of the na^ 
tives of Egypt. After suspending before the 
boly sepulchre the sword'and standard of the 
sultan, the new king (he deserves the title) em- 
braced his departing companions, and could 
retain only with the gallant Tancred three hun- 
dred knights,, and two thousand foot-soldiers, 
for the defence of Palestine. His sovereignty 
was soon attacked by a new enemy, the. only 
one against whom Godfrey was a coward. 
Adhemar, bishop of Puy, who excelled both ^ 
ID council and action, had been swept away in 
the last plague of Antioch ; the remaining ec- 
clesiastics preserved oi\ly the pride and avarice 
of their character; and their seditious clamouni 
bad required that the choice of a bishop should 
precede that of a king. The revenue and jo* 
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CHAP, risdiction of the lawful patriarch were Qsurp- 

T VTf I 

,^^ \, ed by the Latin clergy : the exclusion of the 

Greeks and Syrians was justified by the re- 
proach of heresy or schism ;^ and, under the 
iron yoke of their deliverers, the Oriental chris- 
tians regretted the tolerating government of the 
Arabian caliphs. Daimbert, archbishop of l-i* 
sa, had long been trained in the secret policy 
of Rome : he brought a fleet of his countrymen 
to the succour of the Holy Land, and was in- 
stalled, without a competitor^ the spiritual and 
temporal head of the church. The new patri- 
arch' immediately grasped the sceptre which 
had been acquired by the toil and blood of the 
victorious pilgrims; and both Godfrey and fio- 
hemond submitted to receive at his hands the 
investHure of their feudal possessions. Nor 
was this sufficient ; Daimbert claimed the im 
mediate property of Jerusalem and Jaffa: in- 
stead of a firm and generous' refusal, the hero 
negociated with the priest; a quarter of either 
city was ceded to the church ; and the modest 
bishop was satisfied with an eventual reversion 
of the rest, on the death of Godfrey without 
children, or on the future acquisition of a new 
seat at Cairo or Damascus, 
domofji. Without this indulgence, the conqueror 
rusaiem, would have almost been stripped of his infant 
1187. 'kin|;dom, which consisted only of Jerusalem 
and Jaffa, with about twenty villages and 

' ReoMidot, Hiit. Patriarch. Alex. p. 470. 

" See the claiflM of the patriarch Daiaabf rt, in Williaai af Tyre (I. i% 
e. 16-18, z, 4, 7, 0), who auerts, with itiarTelloDt candour, the ibdo- 
pcndence of the conqaerori and kingi of JeniialcnL 
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towns of the adjaceDt cocmtry.* WithiD this chap. 
netmm verge, the mahometans were still lodg- 
ed in some impregnable castles ; and the has- 
bandman, the trader, and the pilgrims, were 
exposed to daily and domestic hostility. By 
the arms of Godfrey himself, and of the two 
Baldwins, his brother and coosin, who suc- 
ceeded to the throne, the Latins breathed with 
more ease and safety ; and at lenglth they equal- 
led, tn the extent of their dominions, though 
not in the millions of their subjects, the ancient 
princes of' Judab and Israel.^ After the redac- 
tion of the maritime cities of Laodicea, Tripoli, 
Tyre, and Ascalon,* which were powerfully as- 
sisted by the fleets of Venice, Genoa, and Pisa, 
and even of Flanders and Norway,* the range 
of sea-coast from Scanderoon to the borders of 



* Wilfirlm. Tyr. 1. x, 19. Hie Hiftoiia Hkrasol^Uant ofjtohut 
m Vitriaco (1. i, c. 21-60), and the SecreU Fideliom Craeii of Marioai 
Sanatof (I. iit, p. 1), deieribe the state and conqocfts of the Latin 
kiLgdom of Jeroaalcni. 

^ An actual mntter, not inclndUig the tribes of ticvi and Benjamin, 
cave David an army of 1,800,000, or 1,674,000 fighting men; which,, 
vriih the addition of women, children, and ilaves, may imply a popo- 
latioo of thirteen millions, in a country lixty leagues in length, and 
thirty hroad. The honest and rational Le Clerc (Commtfnt. on 3d 
SamafI xxiv, and Ist Chronicles xxi), vstuat angnsto in limite, and 
mutters hb suspicion of a false transcript; a dangerous suspicion* 

* TUetm swges are related, each in its proper place, in the great 
histasy U Viili«i» of Tyre, Ifvom the 9th to the 18th book, and mom 
bsieAy laid hy Bemavdoo Tbesaurarios (de Acquisitione Term Saac- 
trn^ e. 80-98, p. 792-749). Some domestic faeU are celebrated in the 
ChiOtiielea of PUa, Oenoa, and Venice, in the 6th, 9th, and 18th tomea 
•rSiiMntoa* 

* Qnidam popnlis de insnlis occidentis egressns, et maxima de eA* 
parte qm Norvegia dicitar. WilUam of Tyre (L xi, e. 14^ p» 894) 
«aiha' IM» •owse per Bfitanoieam nnre el Calpen to the siege cf 
Sidqpi. 
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CHAP. Egypt was possessed by the christian pilgHms. 
*.^X"h. If the prince of Antioch disclaimed his supre- 
macy, the counts of Edessa and Tripoli owned 
themselves the vassals of the king ef Jerusa 
lem: the Latins reigned beyond the Euphra 
tes ; and the four cities of Hems, Uamab, Da^ 
roascuSy and Aleppo, were the only relics of 
the mahometan conquests in Syria/ The laws 
and language, the manners and titles, of the 
French nation and Latin church, were intro- 
duced into these transmarine colonies. Ac- 
cording to (he feudal jurisprudence, the prin- 
cipal states and subordinate baronies descend- 
ed in the line of male and female succession :' 
but the children of* the first conquerors," a mot- 
ley and degenerate race, were dissolved by the 
luxury of the climate ; the arrival of new cru- 
sadera from Egypt was a doubtful hope and a 
casual event The service of the feudal tenures^ 



* Bfoelathir, apiid de Goigoet, Hist, des Hunt, torn, ii, part fi, 
p. ISO, 151« A. D. 1127. He must speak of tke lolaDd conntry. 

' SaDut very sensibly descaoU on the mischiefs of female sacccitiott, 
in a land, hostibus circamdata, nbi cuneta Tirilia et Tirtoosa esse de-> 
berent. Yet, at the summons, and witli the approbation, of her fendal 
lord, a noble danlsel was obliged to choose a hosbaud and champioB 
(Assises de Jerusalem, c 242, ^c). See in hi. de Goifnes (tom. I, 
p. 441-471) the accurate and usefnl tables of these dynasties, wiiiah 
are chiefly drawn from the Ligmage$ d'Outremtr. 

> Tliey were called by derision PmUkdnSf AcUoiit, and their name 
is never prooonnced without contempt (Dacange, Gloss. Latin, torn, t, 
p. 8S5 i and ObserTations snr Joinville, p. 84, 85 j Jacob a Vitriaco, 
Hist. Uierosol. 1. i, c. 67, 72; and Sanat, I. iii, p. Tiii, e. 2, p. 162), 
lUostrinm viromm qui ad Terrm Sanctse .... Uberationem in ipsa 
mansernnt degenecet filii . . . . in deiiciis enntriti, moUcs et cffeunk 
■ati, 4ce. 

* This anthentie detail is extracted from the Atsisce de Jcrasaka 
(e. S24, 326.SS1). Sannt (I. iii, p. viii, c. 1, p. 174) KclLMW Mij 618 
InlghU, and 677« followers. 
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was perforiDed by six hundred and sixty-six ^hap 
knights, who might expect the aid of two hun- .,,.^.^., 
dred more under the banner of the count of 
Tripoli ; aiyl each knight was attended to the 
field by four squires or archers on horseback.' 
Five thousand- and seventy-five Serjeants^ most 
probably foot-soldiers, were supplied by the 
churches and cities ; and the whole legal mili- 
tia of the kingdom could not exceed eleven 
thousand men, a slender defence against the 
surrounding myriads of Saracens and Turks/ 
Bat the firmest bulwark of Jerusalem was 
founded on the knights of the hospital of St 
John/ and of the temple of Solomon ;" on the 
strange association of a monastic and military 
life, which fanaticism might suggest, but which 
policy must approve. The flower of the nobi- 
lity of Europe aspired to wear the cross, and 
to profess the vows, of these respectable or- 
ders; their spirit and discipline were immortal ; 

' TUe ram total, and the difiiion, ascertain the ttnpice of the three 
great harenict at 100 knighti each ; and the text of the AuUet, which 
extcndt the nnmber to 600, can only l>e justified by this snppositlon. 

' Yet on great eoMrgeneies (says Sauut) the barons bronght aTOlniN 
tary aid ; decentem comitiram militnm joxta statnm snnnu 

> WilMam of Tyre (1. xviii, c. 8, 4, S) relates the ignoble origb, and 
early imolence, of the hospitalers, who soon deserted their bnmble 
patron, St. John the Eleemosynary, for the more aogost character of 
St. John the Baptist (see the ineffectaal stmggles of Pagi, Critica, 
▲. D. 1099, No. 14-18). They assumed the profession of arms about the ' 
year 1120 : the hospital was aM<«r ; the temple, fiLia: the Teutonic or- 
der was founded a. i>. 1190, at the siege of Aere (Hosheim, Institat. 
^ SS9, 890). 

* See St. Bernard de Lande Notss Militiss Templi, composed ▲. ». 
118S-1186, in 0pp. tom. i, p. ii, p. S47-668, edit. Mabillon, Venet. 
1750. Such an encomium, which b thrown away on the dead lOff 
plan wonM be highly valaed by the hutoriani of Malta. 
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CHAP, and tbtt speedy domUioo of tweotj^eigbi tbo«- 
^^^}L «^tod fftrms, or manors,' enabled tbem to sup* 
port a regular force of cai^alry and tnfiatiitry fmr 
tbe defence of Palestine. The austerity of the 
convent aoon evaporated in the exercise of 
arms : the world was scandalised by tbe pride, 
avarice, and corruption of these chrrstian naV 
diers; their claims of immunity and jurisdic- 
tion disturbed the harmony of the chorcb aod 
state; and the public peace was endangered 
by their jealous emulation. But Ib thesr most 
dissolute period, the knights of tiie hospital 
and temple maintained their fearless and fisna- 
tic character : they neglected to live, but they 
wwe prepared to die, ki the service of Christ; 
and the spirit of chivalry, the parent and off 
spring of the crusades, has been traiu|)kmted 
hj this institution from the ho^y sepcilchre to 
the isle of Malta/ 
AitiM«f The spirit of freedom which pevmdes th< 
a!d!*iow.' feudal institutions, was felt in its strongest en- 
ei^ by the volunteers of the cross, who elected 
for their chief the most deserving of his peers. 
Amidst the slaves of Asia, unconsciotts* of the 
lesson or example, a model of political liberty 

* Kfltthew Paris, Hist. Major, p. 544. Re sfifgn to fhelmpiKlnv 
WjMy to the templan 9000 moMeriai; a word of nmcfi hlgfterinpoft 
(at Ducange haa rightly obMrred) io the Eoglikh than in tile IVeaefr 
idiom. Mtmor is a lordship, numotr a dwelliuff. 

* In the three last books of the Histoire des CbeTalien da If alChe» 
par VAhh€ de Vertot, the reader may amose himself with a fair,. 9m4 
oomctittes flattering, picture of the order, while it waa employed for 
the defiettce of Palestine. The anbsequent books panne their < 
tioQs to Rhodes andllialta. 
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intradoced : and the laws of the French chap. 
kingdom are derived from the purest source of ,i;]!^JJ',, 
equality and justice. Of such laws, the first *"' 
and indispensable condition is the assent of 
those whose obedience they require, and for 
ivhose baiefit they are designed. No sooner 
had Godfrey of Bouillon accepted the office of 
supreme magistrate, than lie solicited the pub* 
lie and private advice of the Latin pilgrimH, 
who were the best skilled in the statutes and 
customs of Europe. From these materials, 
with the counsel and approbation of the pa- 
triarch and barons, of the clergy and iatty, 
Godfrey composed the Assise of JerusdUm^^ a 
pr^ious monument of feudal jurisprudence. 
The new code, attested by the seals of the 
king, the patriarch, and the viscount of Jeru- 
salem, was deposited in the holy sepulchre, 
enriched with the improvements of succeeding 
times, and respectfully consulted as often as 
any doubtful question arose in the tribunals of 
Palestine. With the kingdom and city, all was 
lost;^ the fragments of the written la w^ were 



' TIm AtiiM* de JefiiMlm, Hi eld Isw-FrcDeby were printed with 
Btavimuioir*! Goutrnnet de Be«»voiei8 (Bourf et tnd Parii, 16fN), in fo- 
li«), and illustrated hy G«apard Tkanmns de In ThanmaMiere, with n 
cominent md gloesarj. An Italten rertion had been published in 16M, 
at Venice, for the use of the kin^^dom of Cypras. 

^ A la terre perdae, tont fnt perdti, ii the vigoroai expression of the 
Assise (c. 281). Yet Jerasalem capitalated with Saladin ; the queen 
Mid the principal christihns departed in peace ; and a code so preclova 
and so portable could not proYoke the avarice of the conquerors. I 
have sometimes suspected the existence of this original copy of tfct 
Hsiy Sepulchre, which might he invented to ftnctifjr and authenticsii 
the tnditionary «iiitoms of the French in Palestine. 
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CHAP, preserved by jealous tradition' and variable 
^^^)2"l* pi'^ctice till the middle of the thirteenth ceo- 
tury : the code was restored by the pen of 
John d'lbelin, count of Jaffa/ one of the prin- 
cipal feudatories;' and the final revision was 
accomplished in the year thirteen hundred and 
sixty-nine, for the use of the LatiA kingdom of 
Cyprus/ 
coartof The justice and freedom of the constitution 
were maintained by two tribunals of unequal 
dignity, which were instituted by Godfrey of 
Bouillon after the conquest of Jerusalem. The 
king, in person, presided in the upper-court, 
the court of the barons. Of these the four 
most conspicuous were the prince of Galilee, 
the lord of Sidon and Csesarea, and the counts 
.of Jaffa and Tripoli, who, perhaps with the 
constable and marshal," were in a special man- 
ner the compeers and judges of each other. 

' A noble lawyer, Raonl de Tabarie, denied the prayer of king 
Amaari (a. d. 1195-1205), that he would commit hit knowledge to 
writing ; and frankly declared, ^ue de ee qa*il lavoit ne feroit-ii ja nal 
borjois ion pareill, ne null sage homme Ieitr6 (c. 28i;. 

' l^he compiler of thii work, Jean dlbclin, was connt of Jafla and 
Atcalon, lord of Barath (Berytua) and Ramet, and died A. d. 1960 
(8anut« I. ill, p. U. c. 5, 8). The Aunily of Ibeiin, which descended 
from a younger brother of a count of Chartres in France; long flourish* 
ed in Palestine and Cyprus (see the Lignages de ca Mcr, or d*Ootre- 
mer, c. 0, at the end of the Assises de Jerusalem, an original book, 
which records the pedigrees of the French adyentnrers). 

' By sixteen commissioners chosen in the states of the island. The 
work' was finished the 8d of November 1800, sealed with four seals, 
and deposited in the cathedral 9f Nicosia (see the preface to the As. 
sises). 

" The cautious John dlbelin argues, nther than affirms, that Tri» 
poll is the fourth barony, and expresses some doubt cooccmlilg tko 
right or pretension of the constabia and marshal (c SSS)* 
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Bnt all the nobles, who held their lands imme-. chap. 
diately of the crown, were entitled and bound ,1^}^^ 
t6 attend the king's court ; and each baron ex- 
ercised a similar jurisdiction in the subordinate 
assemblies of his own feudatories. The con- 
nection of lord and vassal was honourable and 
voluntary: reverence was due to the benefac- 
tor, protection to the dependent ; but they mu- 
tually pledged iheir faith to each other; and 
the obligation on either side might be suspend- 
ed by neglect, or dissolved by injury. The 
cognisance of marriages and testaments was ^ 
bleuded with religion, and usurped by the cler- 
gy ; but the civil and criminal causes of the 
nobles, the inheritance and tenure of their fiefs, 
formed the proper occupatibn erf the supteme 
court Each member was the judge and guar- 
dian both of public and private rights. It was 
his duty to assert with his tongue and sword 
the lawful claims of the lord; butif an unjust 
superior presumed to violate the freedom or 
property of a vassal, the confederate peers 
stood forth to maintain his quarrel by word 
and deed. They boldly affirmed his innocence 
and. his wrongs; demanded the restitution of 
his liberty or his lands; suspended, after a 
fruitless demand, their own service; rescued 
their brother from prison ; and employed every 
weapon in his defence, without offering direct 
violence to the person of their lord, which was 
ever sacred in their eyes.* In their pleadings, 

* Entre leipior et homme ne n'a que la foi; • • • • nuis tant %nt . 
doit 4 son leignor rcyerence en tontca chdsct (c tO0). T«tt 

kff 
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CHAP, replies, and rejoinders, the advocates of the 
.hJ}}}.\, court were subtile and copious ; but the use of 



argument and evidence was often superseded 
by judicial combat ; and the assise of Jerussr 
k»m admits in many cas^s this barbarous insti* 
tution, which has been slowly abolished by the 
laws and manners of Europe. 
lAw of jii- The trial by battle was established in all cri- 

diciaicom- ... 

bati. minal cases, which affected the life, or limb, or 
honour, of any person ; and in all civil trans- 
actions, of or above thf value of one mark of 

^ silver. It appears, that in criminal cases the 
combat was the privilege of the accuser, who, 
except in a charge of treason, avenged his per- 
sonal injury, or the death of those persons 

^ whom he had a right to represent; but where- 
ver, from the nature of the charge, testimony 
could be obtained, it was necessary for him to 
produce witnesses of the fact. In civil cases^ 
the combat was not allowed as the means of 
establishing the claim of the demandant ; but 
he was obliged to produce witnesses who had, 
or assumed to have, knowledge of the fact. 
The combat was then the privilege of the de- 
fendant ; because he charged the witness with 
an attempt by perjury to take away his right. 
He came therefore to be in the same situation 
as the appellant in criminal cases. It was not 

Ici hommei dvdit royaume font par la dite Anise tenot lei nin at mn- 
tret .... et en celle maniere que le leiynor mette main on fac^ nelUe 
an con. on an tk d'anean d*yaiu sans esgard et sans coimoifsaiiec 4e 
eourt, qne tons let autres doivent veoir devant le seignor, Sec. (SlS)b 
The form of tbeir remoasUaitces is conceived with the ooble simylicifiir 
«l freedom. 
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th«ti as a mode of proof that the combat was chap. 
received, nor as making negatiye evidence^ (ao- . 
cording to the 6uppo3itioQ of Montesquieu) ;^ 
but in every case the right to offer battle was 
founded on the right to pursue by arms the re- 
dress of an injury; and the judicial combat 
was fought on the same principle, and with 
the same spirit, as a private duel. Champions 
were only allowed to women, and to men 
maimed or past the age of sixty. The conse- 
quence of a defeat was death to the person ac- 
cused, or to the champion or witness, as well 
as to the accuser himself: but in civil cases 
the demandant was punished with infamy and 
the loss of his suit, while his witness and 
champion suffered au ignominious death. In 
many cases it was in the option of the judge 
to award or to refuse the combat: but two are 
specified, in which it was the inevitable result 
of the challenge ; if a faithful vansal gave the 
lie to his compeer, who unjustly claimed any 
portion of their lord's demesnes ; or if an un- 
successfdl suitor presumed (o impeach the 
judgment and veracity of the court. He might 
impeach them, but the terms were severe and 
perilous : in the same day he successively 
fought aU the members of the tribunal, even 
those who had been absent: a single defeat 
was followed by death and infamy ; and where 

' See rEiprit dts lioix, I. zzviit In the forty je«n siace iu pub- 
UcttiM, no w«rk hat been sore rirad and eritici«ed ; and the spirit of 
inquiry which it hM €xcit«d ia not the Icaat of aur ahligatiom ttt Ih* 
aithor. 
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CHAP, none could hope for victory, it is highly pro- 
*.!^X"ll* bable that none would adventure the trial. In 
the assise of Jerusalem, the legal subtlety of 
the count of Jaffa is more laudably employed 
to elude, than to facilitate, the judicial combat, 
which he derives from a principle of honour 
rather than of superstition.' 
conrtof Among the causes which enfranchised the 
iNirg^Mci. pi^jj^j^Qg fcQiQ thg yoke of feudal tyranny, 

the institution of cities and corporations is one 
of the most powerful ; and if those of Pales* 
tine are coeval with the first crusade, they may 
be ranked with the most ancient of the Latin 
world. Many of the pilgrims had escaped 
* from their lords under the banner of the cross ; 
and it was the policy of the French princes to 
tempt their stay by the assurance of the rights 
and privileges of freemen. It is expressly de- 
clared in the assise of Jerusalem, that after in- 
stituting, for his knights and barons, the court 
of peers, in which he presided himself, God- 
frey of Bouillon established a second tribunal, 
in which his person was represented by his 
viscount. The jurisdiction of this inferior 
court extended over the burgesses of the king- 
dom; and it was composed of a select number 
of the most discreet and worthy citizens, who 
were sworn to judge, according to the laws, of 

* For the intellifl^ence of^ tliiii obtcare mnd obsolete. jiirUpradenec 
(e. 80-111), I am deeply indebted to the friendship of a learned lord, 
who, with as accurate and dikcemioy eye, has surveyed the philoso- 
phic history of law. By his studies, posterity might be enriched s ths 
merit of the orator and the judge can be feU only by hit eontempo- 
rariet. 
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the actions and fortunes of their equals/ In chap. 
the conquest and settlement of new cities, the ,,^?1"!:, 
example of Jerusalem was imitated by the. 
kings and their great vassals; and above thirty 
similar corporations were founded ,before the 
. loss of the Holy Land. Another class of sub- Syrian*. 
jects, the Syrians* or Oriental christians, were 
oppressed by the zeal of the clergy, and pro- 
tected by the toleration of the state. Godfrey . 
Jistened to their reasonable prayer, that they 
might be judged by their own national lan^s. 
A third court was instituted for their use, of 
limited and domestic jurisdiction: the sworn 
members were Syrians, in blood, language, and 
religion ; but the oflSce of the president (in Ara- 
bic, of the rais) was sometimes exercised by 
the viscount of the city. At an immeasurable vmaint 
distance below the nobles, the burgesses, and the *""* ''*''^ 
strangers, the assise of Jerusalem condescends 
to mention the villains and slaves, the peasants 
of the land and the captives of war, who were 
almost equally considered as the objects of 
property. The relief or protection of these 
unhappy men was not esteemed worthy of the 
care of the legislator; but he diligently pro- 
vides for the recovery, though not indeed for 

* Loiiii le Grot, who is comidered as the father of this institntion In 
France, did not begin his reign till nine years (4. o. 1108) after Ood- * 
frty of Donillon (Assises, c. 2, 824). For iU origin and effects, see the 
jndiciont remarks of Dr. RoberUon (History of Charles v, vol. i, p. 80- 
86, S51-265, quarto edition). 

^ Etery reader conversant with the historians of the crusades will 
vnderstand by the peuble des Snriens, the Oriental christians, melchiteis 
jtcobites, ov nestorians, who bad all adopted the use of the Arabic laa 

■gc (vol. iv, p. S08). 

VOL. XI. H 
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CHAP, the punishment, of the fugitives. Like hounds, 
.ll^}}}^.. or hawks, who had strayed from the lawful 
owner, they might be lost and clainrted: the 
slave and falcon were of the same value ; but 
three slaves, or twelve oxen, were accumulated 
to equal the price of the war-horse; and a sum 
of three hundred pieces of gold was fixed, in 
the age of chivalry, as the equivalent of the 
more noble animal.* 

* See the Ajtiiei de Jcnualen (SIO, Sll, S12). Thete laws were 
•nmcted •• Ute ai the year 1S50, in the kiagdom of Cjpnia. In the 
•ame centory, in the reign of Edward f , I ondentand, from a lata poh* 
lleatioa (of his Book of account), that the price of a wal^horte wai not 
ItM exorbitant in England. 
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CHAP. LIX. 

Preservation of the Chreek empire-^NumberSt 
passage^ cmd event 6/ the second and third eru- 
nades^^St. Bernard — Reign of Saladin in 
Egypt ^nd Syria —His conquest of Jerusa^ 
lemi^Naval crusades — Richard the first of 
England^ Pope Innocent the Third; and the 
fourth andfifih crusades-^ The emperor Frede- 
ric the Second^ Louis the Ninth of France, 
and the two hist crusades — Expulsion of the 
Latins or Franks by the ManuUukes. 

In a style less grave than that of history, I ^„^p 
should perhaps compare the emperor Alexius' ^i^' 
to the jackalJ, who is said to follow the steps, ^^'^^^'^^ 
and to devour the leavings, of the lion. What- Aie^nV 
ever had been his fears aud toils in the passage ni& ^^ 
of the first crusade, they were amply recompen- 
sed by the subsequent benefit<% which he derived 
f^om the exploits of the Franks. His dexterity 
and vigilance secured their first conquest of 
Nice; and from this threatening station the 
Turks were compelled to evacuate the neigh- 
bourhood of Constantinople. While the cru- 
saders, with blind valour, advanced into the 
midland countries of Asia, the crafty Greek 

* AiiMi ConiiieM retetei ber Aitiier^i cooqneitt in Asia Minor, 
Aleiiad, 1. xi, p. 881-S26, I. zif. p. 419 ^ his Ciliciao w«r again»l 
Tanered and Bofaemond, p. 826*841; the war ofEpinif, with tcdioai 
prolixity, I. ail, aiii, p. 846-40G ; the death of Bohemond, I. air, p. 
4!9. 
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CHAP^ improved the favourable occasion wben the emirs 
^^^^^ of the sea-coast were recalled to the standard of 
the sultan. The Turks were driven from the 
isles of Rhodes and Chios; the cities of Ephe- 
sus and Smyrna, of Sardes, Philadelphia, and 
Laodicea, were restored to the empire, which 
Alexius enlarged from the Hellespont to the 
banks of the Maeander, and the rocky shores 
of Pamphylia. The churches resumed their 
splendour ; the towns were rebuilt and fortified ; 
and the desert country was peopled with colo- 
nies of christians, who were gently removed 
from the more distant and dangerous frontier. 
In these paternal cares, we may foi^ve Alex- 
ius, if we forget the delivel'ance of the holy se- 
pulchre ; but, by the Latins, he was stigmatiz- 
ed with the foul reproach of treason and deser- 
tion. They had sworii fidelity and obedience 
to his throne; but he had promised to assist 
their enterprize in person^ or, at least, with his 
troops and treasures ; his base retreat dissolv- 
ed their obligations ; and the sword, which had 
been the instrument of their victory, was the 
pledge and title of their just independence. It 
does not appear that the emperor attempted to 
revive his obsolete claims over the kingdom of 
Jerusalem ;* but the borders of Cilicia and Syria 
were more recent in his possession, and more 
accessible to his arms. The great army of the 
crusaders was annihilated or dispersed; tne 

^ The kings of Jenualea tobmitted, however, to a aoBinal depes- 
dence, and in the dates of tbeir inscriptions (one is still legible in )b« 
clinrch of Bethlen), they respectfully placed before their own the nmam 
of the reigning emperor (Dacaoge, DissertaCioiis s«r JoittTlUc, ezyI^ 
|K»10). 
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'principality of Anlioch was left without a bead, chap. 
by the surprise and captivity of Bohemoiid ;^,^^!tl.l 
his ransom had oppressed him with a heavy 
debt ; and bis Norman followers were insuffi- 
cient to repel the hostilities of the Greeks and 
•Turks. In thiis distress, Bohemond embraced 
a magnanimous resolution, of leaving the de- 
fence of Antioch to his kinsman, the faithful 
Tancred ; of arming the West against the By- 
2antine empire, and of executing the design 
which he inherited from the lessons and exam- 
ple of his father Guiscard. His embarkation 
was clandestine; and if we may credit a tale 
of the princess Anne, he passed the hostile sea, 
closely secreted in a coffin/ But his reception 
m France was dignified by the public applause, 
and bjs marriage with the king's daughter: his 
return was glorious, since the bravest spirits of 
the age enlisted under his veteran command ; 
and he repassed the Adriatic at the head of five 
thousand horse and forty thousand foot, as 
seinbled from the most remote climates of Eu- 
rope/ . The strength of Durazzo, and prudence 
of Alexius, the progress of famine^ and approach 
of winter^ eluded his ambitious hopes ; and the 
venal confederates were seduced from his stand- ' 
ard. A treaty of peace* suspended the fears 

* Anna ComoeBa adds, that to complete the imitation, be wat ihot 
vp with a dead cock ; and condetceads to wonder bow the barbarian 
codI4 endure the confinement and patreiaction. TUt abtnrd tale ia 
nnknown to the Latins. 

* A«f OvMc, in the Byiantine Geography, mntt mean England ^ yet 
wc are more credibly Informed, that our Henry I, would not suffer him 
to levy any troops in his kingdom (Dncange, Not. ad Alexiad, p. 41>* 

* 'rhe copy of the treaty (Alexiad, I. xiii, p« 406-416) Is an ariginal 
and carious piece, which would require, and n|ight afford, a good nap 
•f the principality of'Antioeh* 
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CHAP, of the Greeks ; and they were finally delirered 
J^yfJ;^by the death of an adveniary, whom neither 
oatha could bind, nor dangers could appal, nor 
prosperity could satiate. His children suc^ 
ceeded to the principality of Antioch ; but the 
boundaries were strictly defined, the homage 
was clearly stipulated, and the cities of Tarsus 
and Malmistra were restored to the Byzantine 
emperors. Of the coast of Anatolia, they pos- 
sessed the entire circuit from Trebizond to the 
Syrian gates. The Seljukian dynasty of Roum' 
was separated on all sides from the sea and 
their mussulman brethren ; the power of the 
sultans was shaken by the victories, and even 
the defeats, of the Franks; and after the loss 
of Nice they removed their throne to Cogni or 
Iconium, an obscure and inland town above 
three hundred miles from Constantinople.' In- 
stead of trembling for their capital, the Com- 
nenian princes waged an offensive war against 
the Turks, and the first crusade prevented the 
fall of the declining empira 

In the twelfth century, three great emigrations 
marched by land from the West to the relief of 
Palestine. The soldiers and pilgrims of Lom- 

' See io the learned work of M. de Guignes (torn, ii, part, ii) the 
history of the Seljokiani of IcoDium, Aleppo, and Damascus, as far as 
it may be collected from the Greeks, Latins, and Arabians. The last 
are Ipiorant or regardless of the affairs of Roum, 

* Iconium is mentioned as a station by Xenopbon, and by Strab« 
with the ambiguous title of K«/u«ir»Xic (CcUarins, torn, ii, p 121). Yet 
St. Paul found in that place a multitude (irX«0K) ofJe^Ks and Gentiles. 
Under the corrupt name of Kunijah, it is described as a great cliy« 
. with a river and gardens, three leagues from the mountains, aow 
decorated (I know not why) with Plato*s tomb (Abulfeda, tabuU xvii, 
p. 809, vers. Reiske 5 and the Index Geographicns of Scbultcns frooa 
Ibn Said). 
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bmrdy, France, and Germany, were excited by chap. 
the example and success of the first crusade.^ ^ 



^^^^■^^^■^^^ 



Forty-eight years after the deliverance of the Expedu 
holy sepulchre, the emperor, and the French £25* "S. 
king, Conrad the third, and Louis the seventh, ^^^ 
undertook the second crusade, to support the ^-^^^h 
falling fortunes of the Latins/ A grand divi- ofcoond 



III and 



vn, 



sion of the third crusade was led by the em- £J}^ 
peror Frederic Barbarossa,^ who sympathised ^'^' 
with his brothers of France and England in the. ofFrede- 
common loss of Jerusalem. These three expe- A.y'iiM. 
ditions may be compared in their resemblance 
of the greatness of numbers, their passage 
through the Greek empire, and the nature and 
event of their Turkish warfare, and a brief pa- 
rallel may save the repetition of a tedious nar- 
rative. However splendid it may seem, a re- 
gular story of the crusades would exhibit the 
perpetual return of the same causes and effects; 
and the frequent attempts for the defence or 
recovery of the Holy land would appear so many 
faint and unsuccessful copies of the original. 

J. Of the swarms that so clbsely trod in the xhdr 
footsteps of the first pilgrims, the chiefs were 

^ For thii ivpplemeBt to the fint cinMde, tee Anna Conmena, 
(Aiexiai, 1. xl, p. 881, dec. and the eighth book of Albert Aqoeosb). 

■ For the second cratade of Conrad iii and Louit vii, tee WilUam 
•f Tyre (I. xvi, c. 18^29), Otho of Fritingen (1. i, c. 84-46, 69, M), 
Bfatthcw Paria (Hist. Major, p. 68), Stmviui (Corpm, Hist. Germaiiicn^ 
p. S72, 878), Scriptorcs Rerum Francicamm d Duchesne, torn, if ; 
KIcctas, in Vit. ManneL 1. i, c. 4, 6, 6, p. 41-48 ; Ciimanias, U ti, p. 
4149. 

^ Far fbe tUrd croiade of Frederic Barbarom, set Nicetas in Isate. 
Av^l. 1. U, e. 8-8, p. 867-966. Stmf. (Corpvi, Hist. Oeni. 414) and 
two Mttorians, who probably were specuton, Tag Ino (in Scriptor. 
Freber. torn, i, p. 406-416, edit. StniT.) and the Anonynna de Evpcdi- 
iloM A«intio& Fred. i,(iii CiidaU, Aatif. LtctlMB. toB.lil,p.il,p.4M» 
6W, edit. BasDafo}. 
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CHAP, equal in rank, though unequal in fame and 
/. ^^^ merit, to Godfrey of Bouillon and his fellow- 
adventurers. At their head w^re displayed the 
banners of the dukes of Burgundy, Bavaria, and 
Aquitain; the first a descendant of Hugh Capet, 
the second a father of the Brunswick line ; the 
archbishop of Milan, a temporal prince, trans- 
ported, for the benefit of the Turks, the trea- 
sures and ornaments of his church and palace; 
and the veteran crusaders, Hugh the Great, and 
Stephen of Chartres, returned to consummate 
their unfinished vow. The huge and disorderly 
bodies of their followers moved forward in two 
colun^ns ; and if the first consisted of two hun- 
dred and sixty thousand persons, the second 
might possibly amount to sixty thousand horse, 
and one hundred thousand foot.' The armies 
of the second crusade might have claiimed the 
conquest of Asia ; the nobles of France and 
Gernftiny were animated by the presence of 
their sovereigns ; and both the rank and perso- 
nal characters of Conrad and Louis, gave a dig- 
nity to their cause, and a discipline to their 
force, which might be vainly expected from the • 
feudatory chiefs. The cavalry of the emperor, 
and that of the king, was each composed of 
seventy thousand knights, and their immediate 
attendants in the field ;" and if the light-armed 
, troops, the peasant infantry, the wom.en and 

> Anne, who ititei these UtUf fwunt at 40,000 hone, ud lOO^NW 
foot, call! them Nonnani^ and placet at their head two brothera of 
Fhuiders. The Greeks were ttraogely ignoraBt of the namet, faBilica* 
and poneuiona of the Latin princes. 

• William of Tyre, and Matthew Pwiii reckon TO^OO loiicati la 
each of the armies. 
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children, the priests and monks, be rigorously chap 
excluded, the full account will scarcely be sa-,^,^^ 
tisfied with four hundred thousand souls. The 
west, from Rome to Britain, was called into ac- 
tion ; the kings of Poland and Bohemia obeyed 
the summons of Conrad ; and it is affirmed by 
the Greeks and Latins, that in the passage of a 
streight or river, the Byzantine agents, after a 
tale of nine hundred thousand, desisted from 
the endless and formidable computation.* In 
the third crusade, as the French and English 
preferred the navigation of the Mediterranean, 
the host of Frederic Barbarossa was less nu- 
merous. Fifteen thousfand knights, and as many 
squires, were the dower of the German chival- 
ry : sixty thousand horse, and one hundred 
thousand foot, were mustered by the emperor 
in the plains of Hungary ; and after such repe- 
titions, we shall no longer be startled at the six 
hundred thousand pilgrims, which credulity 
has ascribed to this last emigration.** Such ex- 
travagant reckonings prove only the astonish- 
ment of contemporaries; blit their astonish- 
ment most strongly bears testimony to the exis- • 

* The inpeifect enameration is mentioned by CiDnamns (mivvMrM 
fuymlic), and confirmed by Odo de Diogilo apud Dncange ad Cinna- 
BBB, with the more preciie lam of 900,65<r. Why must therefore tba 
▼cniott and comment suppose the modest and insofficient reckoning of 
M,000? Does not Oodefroy of Viterbo (Pantheon, p. xiz, in Mnra> 
tori, torn. Til, p. 402) exclaim ? 

-^-— Nnmerum si poscere qnmras. 
MUlia millena milites agmeu erat. 

* This extravafant account is given by Albert of Stade (apnd 8tn»> 
vian, p. 414) ; my calcnlation is borrowed from Godfrey of Vitarbo^ 
Aniold of Lnbeck, apnd enndem, and Bernard Thcsanr, (c. 100, p. 8M> 
The original wriUrs are silent The mahometans gave him MiWM^ 

' tt HUbfiM men (Bohadln, in Yit. Saladia, p< 110> 



LIX. 



Pauafcc 



106 THE DECUNE AND FALL 

CHAP, tence of an enormous though indefinite multi- 
tude. The Greeks might applaud their supe- 
rior knowledge of the arts and stratagems of 
nvar^ but they confessed the strength and courage 
of the French cavalry and the infantry of the 
Germans;*" and the strangers are described as 
an iron race» of gigantic stature^ who darted fire 
from their eyes, and spit blood, like water, on 
the ground. Under the banners of Conrad, a 
troop of females rode in the attitude and ar 
mour of men ; and the chief of these amazons, 
from their gilt spurs and buskins, obtained the 
epithet of the golden-footed^ame. 

II. The numbers and character of the stran- 
the ofeek S®^® ^^® ^^ objcct of terror to the effeminate 
empire. Greeks, and the sentiment of fear is nearly allied 
to that of hatred. This aversion was suspended 
or softened by the apprehension of the Turkish 
power ; and the invectives of the Latins will 
not bias our more candid belief, that the em- 
peror Alexius dissembled their insolence, elud- 
ed their hostilities, counselled their rashness, 
and opened to their ardour the road of pilgriiu- 
age and conquest. But when the Turks had 
been driven from Nice and the sea-coast, M^hen 
the Byzantine princes no longer dreaded the 
distant sultans of Cogni, they felt with purer 
indignation the free and frequent passage of the 
western barbarians, who violated the majesty, 
and endangered the safety, of the empire. The 

' I muftt obserTe, that in the second and third crnsades, the nn^jtru 
of Cenrad and Frederic are itylcd by the Greeks and Orientals AJa^ 
MMMit. The Lechi and Tsechi of Cinnarom are the Polet and Bobriur* 
am ( and it it for the ¥rtmch that be retervea the aneient app^Jiatioo 
#f Otrmani. He likcwiae warn the BfOrt^ or B^rr«»M* 
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second and third crnsades were undertaken chap 
under the reign of Manuel Gomnenus and Isaac ^^^^J^^;^^ 
Angelus, Of the foraier^ the passions were al- 
ways impetuous, and often malevolent; and the 
natural union of a cowardly and a mischieyons 
temper was exemplified in the latter, who, with- 
out merit or mercy, could punish a tyrant and 
occupy his throne. It was secretly, and perhaps 
tacitly, resolved by the prince and people, to 
destroy^ or at least to discourage, the pilgrims, 
by every species of injury and oppression; and 
their want of prudence and discipline continu- 
ally afforded the pretence or the opportunity,^ 
The western monarchs had stipulated a safe 
passage and fair market in the country of their 
christian brethren ; the treaty had been ratified 
by oaths and hostages ; and the poorest soldier 
of Frederic's army was furnished with three 
marks of silver to defray his expences on the 
road. But every engagement was violated by 
treachery and injustice ; and the complaints of 
the Latins are attested by the honest confession 
of a Greek historian, who has dared to prefer 
truth to bis country ."^ Instead of an hospitable 
reception, the gates of the cities, both in Europe 
and Asia, were closely barred against the cru* 
saders ; dnd the scanty pittance of food was let 
down in bai^kets from the walls. Experience or 
foresight might excuse this timid jealousy ; but 
the common duties of humanity prohibited the 
mixture of chalk, or other poisonous ingredients, 

^ Kic€tM was a child at the lecoad cniiade, but in the third be oorm 
BMBdcd agalnitt the Franks the importaDt pMt of Ptailippopolis. Cin- 
I is tafectcd vith mtioBal prcjadice and pride. 



ux 
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CHAP, in the bread ; and should Manuel be acquitted 
, of any foul connivance, he is gtiilty of coining 
base money for the purpose of trading with the 
pilgrims. In every step of their march tbey 
were stopped or misled : the governors had pri- 
vatje orders to fortify the passes and break down 
the bridges against them : the stragglers were 
pillaged and murdered ; the soldiers and horses 
were pierced in the woods by arrows from an 
invisible hand ; the sick were burnt in their 
beds ; and the dead bodies were hung on gib- 
bets along the highways. Tliese in juries exas- 
perated the champions of the cross, who were 
not endowed with evangelical patience; and 
the Byzantine princes who had provoked the 
unequal conflict, promoted the embarkation and 
march of these formidable guests. On the verge 
of the Turkish frontier Barbarossa spared the 
guilty Philadelphia,' rewarded the hospitable 
Laodicea, and deplored the hard necessity that 
had stained his sword with any drops of christian 
blood. In their intercourse with the monarchs 
of Germany and France, the pride of the Greeks 
was exposed to an anxious trial. They might 
boast that, on the first interview, the seat of 
Louis was a low stool, beside the throne of 
Manuel ;* but no sooner had the French king 

' The condnct of the Phtladelpbianf is bluned by Nicetai,wbil< the 
Monymooi German accuses the rndcness of bb coiintryiiictt (cnlpi 
Bostr4). History would be pleasant, if wc were embarrassed only by 
meh contradictions. It is likewise from Nicetas, that we leans tbe 
pions^and humane sorrow of Frederic. 

' xB«LfjM\n i}f«, which Cinnamos translates into Latin by the w«rd 
nxxMT. Ducange works rery hard to save bis king and country ftmn 
such ignominy (tur JoiuTille, dissertat. xxtU, p. tl7-tS0). Lonis after- 
wards insisted on a meeting in mari ck asqvo, not cz Cf M, i 
to the Ungbable readings of some mss. 
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transported bis army beyond tbe Bospborus, chap. 
tbau he refused the offer of a second conference, ,,^^,^^ 
unless his brother would meet him on equal 
terms, either on tbe sea or land. With Conrad 
and Frederic, the ceremonial was still nicer and * 
more difficult ; like the successors of Constan- 
tioe, they 8 tiled themselyes emperors of the 
Romans;^ and firmly maintained the purity of 
their title and dignity. The first of these re- 
presentatives of Charlemagne would only con- 
Terse with Manuel on horseback, in the open 
field; the second, by passing tbe Hellespont 
rather than the Bosphorus, declined the view of 
CoQMtantinople and its sovereign. An emperor, 
who bad been crowned at Rome, was reduced 
in tbe Greek epistles to tbe bumble appellation 
of rear, or prince of the Alemanni; and tbe 
vain and feeble Angelus affected to be ignorant 
of the name of one of the greatest men and 
monarchs of the age. While they viewed with 
hatred and suspicion the Latin pilgrims, the 
Greek erifiperors maintained a strict, though 
secret, alliaace with the Turks and Saracens. 
Isaac Angelus complained, that by his friendr 
ship for the great Saladin he had incurred the 
enmity of the Franks ; and a mosque was found 
ed at Constantinople for the public exercise of 
the religion of Mahomet/ 

* Ego R^nanonmi inperator ram, ille RamtDioniiii (Anooyni. 
Ctnli. p. (12). The public and bUtorical style of tbe Greeki wa» 
^ frmuf. Yet Cimnunos owns, that v<*if»nf b syncnymow 

* In tbe Epistles of Innocent iii, (xiii» p. 184), and the History of 
Bohadb (p. 190, ISO), sec the Tiews of a pope and cadbi on this s^^fn* 
IvtalcntloB. 
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CHAP. III. The swarms that followed the Arst cm 
^^^sadewere destroyed in Anatolia by famine, 
TnrkUb pestilence, and the Turkish arrows : and the 
warAre. ponces Only escaped with some squadrons of 
horse to accomplish their lamentable pilgri- 
mage. A just opinion may be formed of their 
knowledge and humanity ; of their knowledge 
from the design of subduing Persia and Chora- 
san in their way to Jerusalem ; of their huma- 
nity, from the massacre of the christian people, 
a friendly city, who came out to meet them 
with palms and crosses in their hands. The 
arms of Conrad and Louis were less cruel and 
imprudent ; but the event of the second cru- 
sade was still more ruinous to Christendom; and 
the Greek IManuelis accused by his own subjects 
of giving seasonable intelligence to the sultan, 
and treacherous guides to the Latin princes. In- 
stead of crushing the common foe, by a double 
attack at the same time, but on different sides, 
the Germans were urged by emulation, and the 
French were retarded by jealousy. Louis bad 
scarcely passed theBosphorus when he was met 
by the returning emperor, who had lost the 
greatest part of his army in glorious but unsuc- 
cessfhl actions on the banks of the Maeander. 
The contrast of the pomp of his rival hastened 
the retreat of Conrad : the desertion of his in- 
dependent vassals reduced him to his heredi- 
tary troops ; and he borrowed some Greek ves- 
sels to execute by sea the pilgrimage of Pales- 
tine. Without studying the lessons of expe 
rience, or the nature of war, the king of France 
advanced through the saiiie country to a simi- 
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«w fate. . The yangnard, which bore the royal chap. 
banner and the oriflamnie of St. Denys.' had ,!^l^l^^ 
doubled their march with rash and inconsider- 
ate speed ; and the rear, which the king com- 
manded in person, no longer found their com- 
panions in the evening camp. In darkness and 
disorder, they were encompassed, assaulted, . 
and overwhelmed, by the innumerable host of 
Turks, who in the art of war were superior to 
the christians of the twelfth century. Louis, 
who climbed a tree in the general discomfiture, 
was saved by his own valour and the ignorance 
of his adversaries ; and with the dawn of day 
he escaped alive, but almost alone, to the camp 
of the vanguard. But instead of pursuing his 
expedition by land, he was rejoiced to shelter 
the relics of his army in the friendly sea-port 
of Satalia. From thence he embarked for An- 
tioch; but so penurious was the supply of 
Greek vessels, that they could only afford room 
for his knights and nobles; and the plebeian 
crowd of infantry was left to perish at the fool of 
the Pamphylian hills. The emperor and the 
king embraced and wept at Jerusalem ; their 
martial trains, the remnant of mighty armies, 
were joined to the christian powers of Syria, 
and a fruitless siege of Damascus was the final 
effort of the second crusade. Conrad and Louis 
ttobarked for Europe vrith the personal fame 

' Ai eoimtt of Veilo, the kin|t of Fraoce were the Tastali and ad- 
^'N&tei of ttkit monaitery of St Dcnys. The atdnVu peculiar banner. 
vUch they received from the abbot, wai of a square form, and a red 
^Mmbig coloar. The M^tamM appeared at the head of the Frentk 
vvia from the twelfth to the •ixteentk ccntory (Ducange lar loia- 
^ dimert ztiU, p. M4-S6t). 
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CHAP, of piety and courage; but the Orientals bad 
^"'^^ braved these potent monarchs of the Franks, 
with whose names and military forces they had 
been so often threatened.^ Perhaps they had 
still more to fear from the veteran genius of 
Frederic the first, who in his youth had served 
in Asia under his uncle Conrad. Forty cam- 
paigns in Germany and Italy had taught Bar- 
barossa to command ; and his soldiers, even the 
princes of the empire, were accustomed under 
his reign to obey. As soon as he lost sight of 
Philadelphia and Laodicea, the last cities of the 
Greek frontier, he plunged into the salt and bar- 
ren desert, a land (says the historian) of horror 
and tribulation.' During twenty days, ev^ry 
step of his fainting and sickly march was be- 
si^ed by the innumerable hordes ofTurkmans,* 
whose numbers and fury seemed after each de- 
feat to multiply and inflame. The emperor 
continued to struggle and to suffer; and such 
was the measure of his calamities, that when he 
reached the gates of Iconium, no more than one 
thousand knights were able to serve on horse- 
back. By a sudden and resolute assault he 
defeated the guards, and stormed the capital of 
the sultan,^ who humbly sued for pardon and 

' ''^*.*^"^'^°** French hiitoriei of the second crusade are the Getla 
Lndovici tii, published in the fourth Tohimc of Durhesne*s Collection. 
The same Tohime contains many original letters of the king of Suger, 
his minister, &c. the best documents of authentic history. 

* Terram horroris et saUnginis, terram slrcam, sterilem inamenam. 
Anonym. Canis. p. 517. The emphatic language of a sufferer. 

' Gens innumera, syWes^ris, iodomita, pnedones sine dnctore. The 
aultan of Cogni might sincerely tejoice in their defeat. Anonyad. Canla. 
r6ir,518. 

^ See in the anonymous writer in the collection of Canisias. Tagino, 

and 
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peace. The road was now open, and Frederic chap. 
adyanced in a career of triumph, till he was^^^,,, J,, 
unfortunately drowned in a petty torrent of 
Cilicia/ The remainder of his Germans was 
consumed by sickness and desertion ; and the 
emperor 8 son expired with the greatest part of 
his Swabian yassals at the siege of Acre. A- 
mong the Latin heroes, Godfrey of Bouillon 
and Frederic Barbarossa alone could achieve 
the passage of the Lesser Asia ; yet even their 
success was a warning; and in the last and 
most experienced age of the crusades, every 
nation preferred the sea to the toils and perils 
of an inland expedition/ 

The enthusiasm of the first crusade is a natu- obitmacy 
ral and simple event, while hope was fresh, dan- thwu/m" 
ger untried, and enterprize congenial to the spi- .^/j^,^"* 
rit of the times. But the obstinate perseve- 
rance of Europe may indeed excite our pity 
and admiration; that no instruction should 
have been drawn from constant and adverse 
experience; that the same conHdence should 
have repeatedly grown from the same failures; 
that six succeeding generations should have 
rushed headlong down the precipice that was 

and Bohadin (Yit Saladin, p. 119, 120), tlie ambignoat condnct of 
Killidge Arilao, raltap of Cogni, who bated and feared both Saladin 
aad Frederic. 

* The desire of comparing two great men has tempted many writera 
to drown Frederic in Uie river Cydnus, in which Alexander so impm* 
dcntly bathed (Q. Cnrt. 1. iii, c. 4, &> Bnt, from the march of tho 
emperor, I rather jodge, that his Sakph is the Calycadnus, Aatrcam of 
ku Amcy but of a longer coorse. 

' Marinns Sanotas, a. d. 1S21, lays it down u a precept, Qaod sti- 
lus ecclesise per terram nnllatenns est dueenda. He rcsolTCS, by Ihc 
divine aid> the objection, or rather exception, of the first crtsadt (••- 
crcta Fldelinm Crucis, 1. ii, part ii, c. i, p. 97), 

VOL. XI. I 
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CHAP open before them; and that men of erery con- 
««,^.,l..dition should haye staked their public and pri- 
Tate fortunes on the desperate adv^iture of 
possessing or recoTering a tomb-stone two thou- 
sand miles from their country. la a period of 
two centuries after the council of Clermont^ 
each spring and summer produced a new emi- 
g^tion of pilgrim warriors for the defence of 
the Holy land ; but the seven great armaments 
or crusades were excited, by some impending 
or recent calamity : tlie nations were moved by 
the authority of their pontiffs, and the example 
of their kings ; their %eal was kindled, and their 
reason was silenced by the voice of their holy 
orators : and among these, Bernard/ the monk 
or the saint, may claim the most honourelble 
Character place. About eight years before the first con- 
^ ofst qu^t of Jerusalem he was bom of a noble fa- 
J*™JjJj^mily in Burgundy; at the age of three-andr- 
"w. twenty he buried himself in the monastery of 
Giteaux, then in the primitive fervour of the ior- 
stitution ; at the end of two years he led forth 
her third colony, or daughter, to the valley oi 
Clairvaux' in Champagne; and was content, 

* Hie most authentic information of St. Bernard mnit be drawn 
Irom his own writings, pnblisbed in a correct edition by P^re Mabil-> 
Ion, and reprinted at Venice 1760, in six Tolnmes in folio. Whatever 
friendship conid recollect, or superstition could add, is contained in 
the two lives, bjr his disciples, in the sixth volume : whatever leamui|[ 
and criticism could ascertain, may be found in the prefaces of the Be* 
nodictine editors. 

' Clairvanx, somamed the valley of A by sy nth, is situate among flie 
woods near Bar snr Aube in Champagne. St. Bernard would blush at 
the pomp of the church and monastery ; he would ask for the library, 
and I know not whether he would be much ediiied by a tun of 80a 
ninids (014 l-Tth hogsheads), which almost rivaU that Heidelberg (Mel- 
anges Tires d*uoe Grand Bibliothefue, torn, klvi, p. 16-90) 
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till the honr of his deaths with the humble station chap. 
of abbot of his own community. A philosophic ^J^l^l 
age has abolished, with too liberal and indis- 
criminate disdain, the honours of these spiritual 
heroes. The meanest aitaong them are distin- 
guished by some energies of the mind ; they were 
at least superior to their votaries and disciples; 
and in the race of superstition, they attained the 
prize for which such numbers contended. In 
speech, in writing, i» action, Bernard stood high 
above his rivals and contemporaries ; his com- 
positions are not devoid of wit and eloquence; 
and he seems to have preserved as much reason 
and humanity as may be reconciled with the cha- 
racter of a saint. In a secular life he would 
have shared the seventh part of a private infae^ 
ritance; by a vow of poverty and penance, by 
clMing his eyes against the visible world/ by 
the refusal of all ecclesiastical dignities, the 
abbot of Clairvaux became the oracle of Europe, 
and the founder of one hundred and sixty con- 
vents. Princes and pontiffs trembled at the 
freedom of his apostolical censures: France, 
England, and Milan, consulted and obeyed his 
judgment in a schism of the church : the debt 
was repaid by the gratitude o£ Innocent the 
second ; and his successor, Engisnius the third, 

* The 4Ueipte» W tbe faiiit (Vk. Ima, 1. Hi, c. S, p. 12S8. ViU 2da, 
c, 16, No. 45, p. IMS) record a marrdloiu example of his pious apathy. 
iaxiA \%enm etiam LaoiaoncBMDi totias diei iUoere pergenst pi^aUai 
aon attendit ant ie vider/e aon lidiL Cam eoin veapere factQ 4r 
eadem lacCi socti coUoqaerentor, interrogabat eos nbi laeiia iUe istet^ 
et Bftraiti aaat umverti* To admire or deapife St. Bernard aa heoughl^ 
the reader, like myielf, should have hefore the wlodowa of bii libr/vy 
the beaatiea of that incomparable landscape. 

i2 
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CHAP, was the friend and disciple of the holy Bernard. 

..."^..It was in the proclamation of the second cru- 
sade that he shone as the missionary and pro- 
phet of God, who called the nations to the de- 
fence of his holy sepulchre/ At the parlia- 
ment of Vez^lay he spoke before the king; and 
Louis the seventh, with his nobles, received 
their crosses from his hand. The abbot of Clair- 
Taux then marched to the less easy conquest of 
the emperor Conrad : a phlegmatic people, igno- 
rant of his language, was transported by the pa- 
thetic vehemence of his tone and gestures; and 
his progress from Constance to Cologne was 
'the triumph of eloquence and zeal. Bernard 
applauds his own success in the depopulation of 
Europe; affirms that cities and castles were 
emptied of their inhabitants ; and computes, that 
only one man was left behind for the consolation 
of seven widows.' The blind fanatics were de- 
sirous of electing him for their general; but the 
example of the hermit Peter was before his ey- ; 
and while he assures the crusaders of the divine 
favour, he prudently declined a military com- 
mand, in which failure and victory would have 
*been almost equally disgraceful to his charac* 
ter;^ Yet, after the calamitous event, the abbot 

^ Otho Friiiiiff. L i, c. 4. Bernard. EpUt. MS, uid Fruicoi, Orien- 
talet, Opp; torn, i, p. SS8. Vit Ina, 1. iii, e. 4, torn, ti, p^ 12S5. 

' Mandattii «t obedivi maltiplicaa sunt fuper uanenmi ; ^a- 

cvantvr arbet et eastella; et p«ie jam noil ioTeaiant qacm apprebcn* 
dant Mptem malierei uoam Tiram j adeo oUque Tidns fivit rananrnt 
tirif . Bernard. Epbt. p. 247. We most be caieAd not to coastrae ftm 
as a sobstantWe. 

' Qais efo saaii at disponara acies, at egrediar ante fades annato- 
taai, aat quid tam remotum a profcssione ibc4, si vires, si pcrltia, Jkc. 
epist.S5e, torn, i, p. 269. He speaks With eoatcHipt of the heiwll 
Peter, vir quidam, epist. 262. 
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of Glairvaux was loudly accused as a false pro- chap. 
phet, the author of the public and private 



niouming; his enemies exulted, his friends 
blushed, and his apology was slow and unsatis- 
factory. He justifies his obedience to the com- 
mands of the pope; expatiates on the mysteri- 
ous ways of Providence ; imputes the misfor- 
tunes of the pilgrims to their own sins ; and 
modestly insinuates, that his mission had been 
approved by signs and wonders.^ Had the fact 
been certain, the argument would be decisive ; 
and his faithful disciples, who enumerate twen- 
ty or thirty miracles in a day, appeal to the 
public as^semblies of France and Germany, in 
which they performed.* At tht present hour, 
such prodigies will not obtain credit beyond 
the precincts of Clairvaux; but in the preter- 
natural cures of the blind, the lame, and the 
sick, who were presented to the man of God, it 
is impossible for us to ascertam the separate 
shares of accident, of fancy, of imposture, and 
of fiction. 

Omnipotfenceitself cannot escape the murmurs ProgreM 
of its discordant votaries ; since the same dispen- ^^^^ "•• 
sation, which was applauded as a deliverance in 
Europe, was deplored, and perhaps arraigned, as 
a calamity in Asia. After the loss of Jerusa- 
lem, the Syrian fugitives diffused their conster- 

> Sle dicimt fonitan iite, ande •cimus qii6d » Domino tenno tgret- 
•lu tit? Qu» signa in facb at credamni tibi? Non est quod ad' ista 
ipse retpondeam ; percendimi Terecundiae me«, responde ta pro nc, 
ct pro te ipio, fecondom qaas Tidif U et aadiiti, et McaDdam quod te 
inipiiaTerit Dens. C«nfolat.l. ii, c« 1, Opp. torn, ii, p. 421<4SS. 

* Sec the testamonies in YIUl Ima, 1. It, c 5, 6, Opp. ton. rf, p, 
ISM-lMl, 1. vi, c. M7, p. 1286-1114. 
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nation and sorrow : Bagdad mourned in the 
^^ust; the cadhi Zeineddin of Damascus tore 
his beard in the caliph's presence; and the 
whole divan shed tears at his melancholy tale.* 
But the commanders of the faithful could only 
weep; they were themselves captives in the 
hands of the Turks ; some temporal power was 
restored to the last age of the Abbassides ; but 
their humble ambition virus confined to Bagdad 
and the adjacent province. Their tyrants, the 
Seljukan sultans, had followed the common 
law of the Asiatic dynasties, the unceasing 
round of valour, greatness, discord, d^eneracy, 
.and decay: their spirit and power were un- 
equal to the defence of religion; and, in his 
distant realm of Persia, the christians were 
strangers to the name and the arms of Sangiar, 
The Ata- the last hero of his race.* While the sultans 
Syria. Were iuvolvcd in the silken web of the haram, 
the pious task was undertaken by their slaves, 
the Atabeks,<* a turkish name, which, like the 
Byzantine psttricians, may be translated by fa- 
ther of the prince. Ascansar, a valiant Turk, 

^ Abolmahaseii apud dc Gnignes, Hist, dei Hana, torn, ii, p. ii, 
p. 00. 

<" See hU orHdt in the Bibliotbeque Oricatale of d*Herbc!lot, and de 
Gnignet, torn, ii, p. i, p. 280-961. Such wai hia ralour, that he waa 
atjflcd the second Alexander ^ and such the eztmagant lore of hia 
subjects, that they prayed for the saltan a yeaer after his decease. Yet 
Sangiar might have been made prisoner by the Franks, u well as by 
the Uses. He reigned near fifty years (a. d. lloa-lUS), and was a 
manificent patron of Persian poetry. 

' See the Chronology of the Aubeks of Irak and Syria, in de Goig^ 
nes, torn, i, p. 254} and the reigns of Zenghi and Nooreddin in thesame 
writer (torn, ii, p. ii, p. 147-821), who uses the Arabic text of Benda- 
thir, Ben Schonna, and Abulfeda ; the Bibliothe^ne Orientale, tfnder 
the articles AttiUkM and NmtndditH and the Dynasties of Abtt^ihaim. 
gins, p. 250.267, Ten. Pocock. 
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had been the favourite of Malek Shaw, frotu chap. 
whom he recdved the priyilege of standing on 



the right hand of the throne ; but, in the civil 
wars that ensued on the monarch's death, he 
lost his head and the government of Aleppo. 
His domestic emirs persevered in their attach- zmgid, 
ment to his son Zenghi, who proved his first |i^"*'' 
arms against the Franks in the defeat of Anti- 
och: thirty campaigns in the service of the 
caliph and sultan established hii military fame; 
and he was invested with the command of Mo- 
sul, as the only champion that could avenge the 
cause of the prophet. The public hope was not 
disappointed : after a siege of twenty-five days 
he stormed the city of Edessa, and recovered 
from the Franks their conquests beyond the 
JBuphrates:"* the martial tribes. of Gurdistan 
were subdued by the independent sovereign of 
Mosul and Aleppo : his soldiers were taught, 
to behold the camp as their only country : they 
trusted to his liberality for their rewards ; and 
their absent families were protected by the vigi- 
lance of Zenghi. At the head of these vete*N4Nu«4-^ 
rans, his son Noureddin gradually united theA.D.u4i« 
mahometau powers ; added the kingdom of Da-*"^ 
mascus to that of Aleppo, and waged a long and 
successful war against the christians of Syria; 
he spread his ample reign from the Tigris to* the 
Nile, and the Abbassides rewarded their faith- 
ful servant with all the titles and pr^c^tivet 
of royalty. The Latins themsdves were com- 

^ WiHiam of Tyre (L svi, c. 4, •, 7), dMcrlbettheloMof Edeuaaad 
the death of Zc^gU. Thecorraptionof liwiiimetotoSMWiiKairordod 
Uic lAtini a eomfortablc illMif to hit MUfiitMvy cfaanwur tad €d4, 
ait MB^iiiDe.saBguiiioleBUis. 
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CHAP, pelled to owa the wisdom and courage, and 
^^^^^even the justice and piety, of this implacable 
adversary/ In his life and gpvernment the 
holy warrior renved the zeal and simplicity of 
the first caliphs. Gold and silk were banished 
from his palace; the use of wine from his domi- 
nions; the public revenue was scrupulously 
applied to the public service ; and the frugal 
household of Noureddin was maintained froin 

' his legitimate share of the spoil, which he vest- 
ed in the purchase of a private estate. His 
fdvourite sultana sighed for some female object 
of expense. "Alas," replied the king, "I fear 
'' God, and am no more than the treasurer of 
f* the Moslems. Their property I cannot alien- 
*' ate ; but I still possess three shops in the 
" city of Hems : these you may take; and these 
" alone can I bestow.'' His chamber of justice 
was the terror of the great and the refuge of 
the poor. Some years after the sultan's death 
an oppressed subject called aloud in the streets 
of Damascus, " O Noureddin, Noureddin, 

. " Inhere art thou now ? Arise, arise, to pity and 
^ ^ ■' "protect usf A tumult was apprehended, 
and a living tyrant blushed or trembled at the 
name of a departed monarch. 

By the arms of the Turks and Franks the 
Fatimites had been deprived of Syria. In 



' Noradinoi (says WiUlun of Tyre, I, xx, 9S)» ■Mximof omniiiit rt 
fldai chmtian* pcriccntor ; princept tamen jottoi, Yatcr, pravidna, ct 
•ecniMliim § coUi mm traditioaei rcUgiotiu. T« this catliolio witnca 
we may a^d the primate of the Jacobites (Abvlpharaf. p. 967), quo dor 
alter erat inter regct w'Um ratlone naips landabOi, ant qott ptnriUitf 
j uttitift expcHmentii abundaret. TJie tme pralfle of kiDp ii alter th^bt 
d^ath apd from tbf aiontli of l|ieir < 
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Egypt the decay of their character and inflaence chap. 
was still more essential. Tfet they were still ^^^l^^^^ 
reyered as the descendants and successors of coiHiocst 
the prophet ; they maintained their invisible ^y^^* 
state in the palace of Cairo ; and their person ''^''Jj-g. 
was seldom violated by the profane eyes of sub- iim. 
jects or strangers. The Latin ambassadors* 
have described their own introduction through 
a series of gloomy passages, and glittering por- 
ticos ; the scene was enlivened by the warbling 
of birds and the murmur of fountains ; it was 
enriched by a display of rich furniture, and rate 
animals ; of the imperial treasures, something 
was shown, and much was supposed ; and the 
long order of unfolding doors was guarded by 
black soldiers and domestic eunuchs. The 
sanctuary of the presence chamber was veiled 
with a curtain ; and the vizir, who conducted 
the ambassadors, laid aside his scymetar, and 
prostrated himself three times on the ground ; 
the veil was then removed; and they beheld the 
commander of the faithful, who signified his plea- 
sure to the first slave of the throne. But this 
slave was his master: the vizirs or sultaps had 
usurped the supreme administration of Egypt; 
the claims of the rival candidates were decided 
by arms ; and the name of the most worthy, of the 
the strongest, was inserted in the royal patent 
of command. The factions of Dargham and 
Shawer alternately expelled each other from the 

' From, the ambaiMdor, WiUiam of Tyre (L six, c 17, 18) deicri^ 
tlM palace of Cairo. Id the caliph*i trcatnre were Ibond a peart aa 
'^'l^y * pigeon> egg» raby a wrigliiiif sevcntecii Egyp^n draduM, 
ip emerald a palm aod a half is leogth, and nany vaiet of crystal and 
poreelatii of Cfa'wa (Rcnaudot, p. 636). 
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CHAP, capital and couatry; and the weaker side im- 
,*.w..I.»plored the dangerous protection of the sultan of 
Damascus or the king of Jerusalem, the perpe- 
tual enemies of the sect and monarchy of the 
Fatimites* By his arms and religion the Tnrk 
was most formidable; but the Frank, in an 
easy direct march, could advance from Gaza to 
the Nile; while the intermediate situation of 
his realm compelled the troops of Noureddin 
to wheel round the skirts of Arabia, a long and 
painful circuit, which exposed them to thirst, 
fatigue, and the burning winds of the desert 
The secret zeal and ambition of the Turkish 
prince aspired to reign in £gypt under the name 
of the Abbassides ; but the restoration of the 
suppliant Shawer was the ostensible motiye of 
the first expedition ; and the success was in* 
trusted to the emir Shiracouh, a valiant and 
veteran commander. Dargham was oppressed 
and slain; but the ingratitude, the jealousy, the 
just apprehensions, of his more fortunate rival, 
soon provoked him to inyite the king of Jeru- 
salem to deliver £gypt from his insolent bene- 
factors. To this union the forces of Shiracouh 
were unequal; he relinguished the premature 
conquest; and the evacuation of Belbeis or 
Pellusium was the condition of his safe retreat 
As the Turks defiled before theenemy,aod their 
general closed the rear» with a vigilant eye, and 
a battle-axe in his hand, a Frank presumed to 
ask him if he were not afraid of an attack? ** It 
" is doubtless in your power to begin the at- 
" tack," replied the intrepid emir ; ** but rest 
'* assured, that not one of my soldiers will go 
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** to paradise till he has sent an infidet lo helL** chap. 
His report of the riches of the land, the eflfemi-,,,^^^'^^ 
nacy of the natives, and the disorders of the 
government^ revived the hopes of Noureddin ; 
the caliph of Bagdad applauded the pious 
design ; and Shiracouh descended mtO Egypt 
a second time vnth twelve thousand Ttirks and 
eleven thousand Arabs.. Yet, lAi forces were 
still inferior to the confederate armies df the 
Franks and Saracens; and I candisceitean 
unusual degree of military^art in his passage of 
the Nile, his retreat into Thebais, his masterly 
evolutions in the battle of Babain, the surprise 
of Alexandria, and his marches and counter- 
marches in the flats and valley of Egypt, from 
the tropic to the sea. His conduct was second- 
ed by the courage of his troops, and on the eve 
of action a Mamaluke^ exclaimed, ** If we can- 
** not wrest Egypt iinom the chribUan dogs, why 
'' do we not renoance the honours and rewards 
'^ of the sultan, and retire to labour with the 
" peasants, or to spin with the females of the 
''haramr Yet; after all his efforts in the field,* 
after the obstinate d^ence of Alexandria' by 

* Mamhtc^ plni. ManuJie, U defined by Pocock (Prolegon. a4 
AVilplimig. p. 7) and d*Herbe1ot (p. 545), Bermm emptitiBin, ie« 
qui pretio omnerate In domii^ pofscttioDeni cedit. Tbej Av^Mfttly 
occur in the war* of Saladin (Bobadin, p, 2$6, ftc.) ; and it was only 
(he BthtrtU Mamrinkei that Were fint introduced into Egypt by bit 
descendanti. 

* Jacobut i Vitriaao (p. 1116) gifes the king of Jerwalem so nftrc 
tban 374 koighti. Both the Franks and the Moslems report the supe- 
rior numbers of the enemy ; a difference which may be solved by count- 
big or omitting the nnwarlike Egyptians. 

' It was the Alexandria of the Arabs, a middle term in extent and 
riches between tlie period ef the Greeks and Romans j and that of tiie 
Turks (Savaiy, Lettres snr l*£gypte, torn, i, p. 85, M). « 
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CHAP his nephew Saladin, an honourable capitolation 
^^^"^^and retreat concluded the second enterprise of 
Shiracouh; and Noureddin reserved his abili- 
ties for a third and more propitious occasion. 
It was soon offered by the ambition and avarice 
Qf Amalric or Amaury, king of Jerusalem, who 
had imbibed the pernicious maxim, that no 
faith should be kept with the enemies of God* 
A religious warrior, the great master of the hos* 
pitat, encouraged him to proceed ; the emperor 
of Constantinople either gave, or promised, a 
fleet to act with the armies of Syria ; and the 
perfidious christian, unsatisfied with spoil and 
subsidy, aspired to the conquest of Egypt. In 
this emergency the Moslems turned their eyes 
towards the sultan of Damascus: the vizir, 
whom danger encompassed on all sides, yield- 
ed to their Unanimous wishes, and Noureddin 
seemed to be tempted by the fair offer of one 
third . of the revenue of the kingdom. : The 
Franks were already at the gates of Cairo; but 
the suburbs, the old city, were burnt on their 
. approach ; they were deceived by an insidious 
negotiation; and their vessels were unable to 
surmount the barriers of the Nile. They pru- 
dently declined a contest with the Turks, in Hie 
midst of an hostile country; and Amaury re- 
tired into Palestine vrith the shame and reproach 
that always adhere to unsuccessful injustice. 
After this deliverance, Shiracouh was invested 
with a robe of honour, which he soon stained 
with the blood of the unfortunate Shawer. For 
a while, the Turkish emirs condescended to 
hold 4he office of vizir ; but this foreign con- 
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quest predpit^ited the fall of the Fatimites them- chap. 
seWes ; and the bloodless change was accom- ^J^l^^ 
plisbed by a message and a word. The caliphs 
had been degraded by their own weakness and 
the tyranny of the vizirs : their subjects blush- 
ed when the descendant and successor of the 
prophet presented his naked hand to the rude 
^ipe of a Latin ambassador ; they wept when 
he sent the hair of his women, a sad emblem of 
their grief and terror, to excite the pity of the 
sultan of Damascus. By the command of ^q^^u^ 
Noureddin, and the sentence of the doctors, ^^^ 
the holy names of Abubeker, Omar, and 0th- .a.».h71. 
man, were solemnly restored : the caliph Mos- 
tbadi, of Bagdad, was acknowledged in the 
public prayers as the true .pommander of the 
faithful ; and the green livery of the sons of 
Ali was exchanged for the black colour of the 
Abbassides. The last of his race, the caliph 
Adhed, who survived only ten days, expired in 
happy igpaorance of his fate ; his treasures se- 
cured the loyalty of the soldiers, and silenced 
the murmurs of the sectaries ; and in all sub- 
sequent revolutions Egypt has never departed 
from the orthodox tradition of the Moslems/ 

The hilly country beyond the Tigris is oc-Reiimuid 
capied by the pastoral tribes of the Curds :■ ^^Jl^dj". 

For tbit great reTolution of Egypt see WiHitm of Tjre (1* ^x, fi, 
6, 7, 12.S1, zx, 6.12), BohadiD (in Vit, Saladin, p. SO-SOX AbulMa, (io . 
Excerpt. SchulteDt, p. 1-12), d'HerMot (Bibliot Orient. Jilni. F«i- 
<ieaa4, bat very incorrect), Rennudot (Hift. Patriareh. Alex. p. fit. 
5S5, 5S2^$7), Vertot (Hi«t. dei Cbevalien de Maltbe, tern, i, p. 141« 
163, in 4to), and M. 4e Gnignet (torn, ii, p. 186*215). 

' For the Cnrdf tee de Gnignes, torn, i, p. 416, 417, tbe Index Geo-* 
inpbicnt of Schoitens, and TaTernicr, Toyagcf, p. I, p. M6,M9.> Jhm 

Ayonbitea 



126 THE DECUNE AND FALL 

CHAP, a people hardy, strong, savage, impatient of the 
^'^' .yoke; addicted to rapine, and tenacious of the 



A. D. 1171- government of their national chiefs. The resem- 
"^'* blance of name, situation, and manners^ seem 
to identify them with the Carduchians of the 
Greeks;* and they still defend against the Otto- 
man porte the antique freedom which they as- 
serted against the successors of Cyrus. Pover- 
ty and ambition prompted them to embrace the 
profession of mercenary soldiers ; the service ctf 
his father and uncle prepared the reign of the 
great Saladin ;^ and the son of Job or Ayub, a 
simple Curd, magnanimously smiled at his pe- 
digree, which flattery deduced from the Ara- 
bian caliphs.* So unconscious was Noureddin 
of the impending ruin of his house, that he con- 
strained the reluctant youth to follow his uncle 
Shiracouh into Egypt : his military character 
was established by the defence of Alexandria ; 
and if we may believe the Latins, he solicited 
and obtained from the christian general the 

Ayonbitei deicencled from the tribe of Rawaduei, one of the noblest ; 
bttt ai tkey were infected with tbe berciy of tbe netempiycbosis* the 
ortbodox inltaiis iuiinuated that their descent wat only on tbe motber*s 
ndtf and that their ancestors was a stranger wh« settled among the 
Cards. 

■ See the foortb boob df the Anabasis of Xenopbon. Tbe ten tb«a- 
sand suffered more from the arrows of the free (JJardadiians, than lirom 
the spleadid weakness of 4he great king. 

^ Wft are indebted to the profesMr Scbnltens (Log. Bat. 1756, in 
foipo) for tbe richest and most authentic materials, a lift of Saladin, by 
bis friend and minister tbe cadhi Bobadin, and copious extracts from 
the bislory of bis kinsman, tbe prinoe Abnlfeda of Hamab. To these 
we may add, tbe article of Saltthtddin in the Bibliotbeque Orientnle, 
and all tbat may be gleaned from tbe Dynasties of Abnlpbaragins. 

* Since Abnlfeda was himself an Ayonbite, be nuiy share the praii% 
for imitating, at least Ucitiy, the modesty of the founder. 
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fn^0ffe konovrs of knighthood/ On the death chap. 
of Sbireconb^ the office of grand vizir was be-^^^^^^^;^^^ 
stowed on Saladin, as the youngest and least 
powerAil of the emirs ; but with the advice of 
bis father, whom he invited to Cairo, his genius 
obtained the ascendant over his equals, and at* 
ttdied Uie army to his person and interest 
While Noureddin lived, these ambitious Curds 
were the most humble of his slaves; and the 
iftdiscrert murmurs of the divan were silenced 
by the prudent Ayub^ who loudly protested, 
that at the command of the sultan he himself 
would lead his son in chains to the foot of the 
throne. " Such language/' he added in pri* 
Tate, " was prudent and proper in an assembly 
" of your rivals ; but we are now above fear 
"" and obedience; and the threats of Noureddin 
" shall not extort the tribute of a sugar-cane." 
His seasonable death relieved them froin the 
odious and doabtfal conflict; his son, a mi- 
nor of eleven years of age, was left for a ^prhile 
to the emirs of Damascus ; and the new lord of 
Egypt was decorated by the caliph with every 
title* that could sanctify his usurpation in the 
eyes of the people. Nor was Saladin long con- 
teat with the possession of Egypt ; he despoiled 
the christians of Jesusalem, and the Atabeks of 

* Hut HierolM)!. in tiM Getta Oei per Francos, p. 1169. A similar 
cxtmpte may be foond ia JoinviUe (p. 42, Edition da Lotnrre); bnt 
the pbm St. Loub refoied to dignify infidels with tlie order of chrie- 
tiao koightfaood (Docange, Obserratioas^ p. 70). 

* la these Arabic titles, riHgianU must alirays be nnderstood ; J^0ti- 
nddhty lamer r. ; Ezawdm, decus ; ulmododdia, colnmcu s onr hcro*s pro- 
per name was Joseph, and he was styled SaUMtimj salus } Jl JtfisUdbw, 
Al NukruB^ res defensor j Abm Modefir^ pater Victoria. Schnltens» 
Pnifiit 



ux. 
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CHAP. Damascus, Aleppo, and Diarbddr: Mecca and 
, Medina acknowledged him for their temporal 
protector : his brother subdued the distant re* 
gions of Yemen, or the happy Arabia; and at 
the hour of his death, his empire was spread 
' from the African Tripoli to the Tigris, and from 
the Indian ocean to the mountains of Armenia. 
In the judgment of his character, the reproaches 
of treason and ingratitude strike forcibly on otcr 
minds, impressed as they are with the prin- 
ciple and experience of law and loyalty^ But 
his ambition may in some measure be ex- 
cused by the revolution of Asia,' which had 
erased every notion of legitimate succession; 
b)! the recent example of the Atabeks them- 
selves; by his reverence to the son of his bene* 
factors ; his humane and generous behaviour to 
the collateral branches; by Metr incapacity^and 
hU merit ; by the approbation of the caliph, the 
sole source of all Intimate power; and, above 
all, by the wishes and interest of the people, 
whose happiness is the firsjt object of govern- 
ment. In At^'^Tirtues, and in those of his pat- 
ron, they admired the singular union of the 
hero and the saint; for both .Noured din and Sa- 
ladin are ranked among the mahomedan saints ; 
and the constant meditation of the holy war 
appear to haye shed a serious and sober colour 
over their lives and actions. The youth of the 

'*Ab«lfcda, who descended from a brother of Sa]adiii,obierTefllniBi 
nany examples, that the founders of dynasties took the gnilt for 
themteWes, and left the reward to their innocent collaterals (Excerpt, 
p. 10). 
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latter* was addicted to wine and women : but chap. 

his aspiring spirit soon renounced the tempta-; j,, 

tions of pleasure, for the graver follies of fame 
and dominion : the garment of Saladin was of 
coarse woollen ; water was his only drink; and 
while he emulated the temperance, he si^rpass- 
ed the chastity, of his Arabian prophet. Both 
in faith and practice, he was a rigid mussulman; 
he ever deplored that the defence of religion had 
not allowed him to accomplish the pilgrimage 
of Mecca ; but at the stated hours, five times 
each day, the sultan devoutly prayed with his 
brethren ; the involuntary omission of fasting 
was scrupulously repaid ; and his perusal of the 
koran on horseback, between the approaching 
armies, may b^ quoted as a proof, however os- 
tentatious, of piety and courPo"^-** The super- 
stitious doctrine of the sect of Shafei was the 
only study that he deigned to encourage : the 
poets were safein his contempt; but all profane 
science was the object of his aversion; and a 
philosopher, who had vented some speculative 
novelties, was seized and strangled by the com- 
mand of the royal saint. The justice of his divan 
was accessible to the meanest suppliant against 
himself and his ministers; and it was only for 
a kingdom that Saladin would deviate from the 
rule of equity. While the descendants of Seljuk 
and Zenghi held his stirrup, and smoothed his 
garments, he was affable and patient with the 

> See hit life and character in Renandot, 5S7-64<I). 
^ His civil and rdigiout virlBet are celebrated id tbe first chapter 
•f Bohadin (p. 4-80), himself an eye-witness and an honest bigot 
VOL. XI. • K 
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CHAP, meanest of his servants. So boundless was his 
^^^j^^ liberality, that he distributed twelve thousand 
horses at the siege of Acre ; and, at the time of 
his death, no more than forty-seven drachms of 
silver and one piece of gold coin were found in 
the treasury; yet in a martial reign, the tri- 
butes were diminished, and the wealthy citijiena 
enjoyed, without fear or danger, the fruits of 
their industry. Egypt, Syria, and Arabia, 
were adorned by the royal foundations of hos- 
pitals, colleges, and mosques, and Cairo was 
fortified with a wall and citadel : but his works 
were consecrated to public use;' nor did the 
sultan indulge himself in a garden or palace of 
private luxury. In a fanatic age, himself a fa- 
natic, the genuine virtues of Saladin command- 
ed the esteem of the christians : the emperor of 
Germany gloried in his friendship ;^ the Greek 
emperor solicited his alliance;' and the conquest 
of Jerusalem diffused, and perhaps magnified, 
his fame both in the East and West. 
Hii con- During its short existence, the kingdom of 
Sin!in^ Jerusalem"* was supported by the discord of 
dom, the Turks and Saracens; and both the fatimite 
joiyL 'caliphs and the sultans of Damascus were 
tempted to sacrifice the cause of their religion 
to the meaner considerations of private and pre* 

* In many w«rki, particularly Joiepb't weH in tlie castie of Cairo, 
the soUan and the patriareh have been confoonded by the ignonuice of 
natiYei and travellcn. 

^ Anonym. Caniiii, torn, iii, p. ii, p. 604. 

* Bobadin, p. 1», ISO. 

* Fbr the Latin kingdom of Jemtalem, see William of Tyre, trom 
the ninth of the tweuty-ae eond book. Jacob k Vittiaco, Hiat. Hieio- 
•olem. I. i. and Saontni, Secreta Fidelinm Cmda, 1. iii, p. ▼!, vi^ 
viii, ix. 
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sent adrantage. But the pewers of Egypt, Sy chap« 
ria, and Arabia, were now united by an ^^to,^^]^/^^^ 
whom nature and fortune had armed against 
the christians. Ail without now bore the most 
threatening aspect; and all was feeble and hoi- 
low in the internal state of Jerusalem. After 
the two first Baldwins, the brother and cousin 
of Godefrey of Bouillon, the sceptre devolved 
by female succession to Melisenda, daughter 
of the second Baldwin, and her husband Fulk^ 
count of Anjou, the father, by a former mar- 
riage, of our English Plantagenets. Their two 
sons^ Baldwin the third, and Amaury, waged 
a strenuous, and not unsuccessful war against 
the infidels ; but the son of Amaury, Baldwin 
the fourth, wa^ deprived by the leprpsy, a gift 
of the crusades, of the faculties both of mind 
and body. His sister Sybilla, the mother pf 
Baldwm the fifth, was his natural heiress : af^ 
ter the suspicious death of her child, she crown* 
ed ber second husband, Guy of Lusignan, a 
prince of a handsome person, but of such base 
renown, that his own brother Jeffrey was heard 
to exclaim, '* Since they have made him a king, 
*' surely they would have made me a god T 
The choice was generally blamed; and the 
most powerful vassal, Raymond count of Trir 
poll, who had been excluded from the succession 
and regency, entertained an implacable hatred 
against the king, and exposed his honour and 
conscience to the temptations of the sultaa. 
Such were the guardians of the holy city; a 
leper, a child, a woman, a coward, and a trai- 



l^i THE DBCUNB AND PALL 

CHAP, tor; yet his fate was delayed twelve years by 
.."3^1^ some supplies from Europe, by the valour of 
the military orders, and by the distant pr do- 
mestic advocates of their great enemy. At 
length, on every side the sinking state was en- 
circled and pressed by an hostile line ; and the 
truce was violated by the Franks, whose exis- 
tence it protected. A soldier of fortune, Regi- 
nald of Chatillon, had seized a fortress on the 
edge of the deserts, from whence he pillaged the 
caravans, insulted Mahomet, and threatened 
the cities of Mecca and Medina. Saladin coi>- 
descended to complain; rejoiced in the denial 
of justice; and at the head of fourscore thou- 
sand horse and foot, invaded the Holy land. . 
The choice of Tiberias for his first siege was 
suggested by the count of THpoli, .to. whom it 
belonged ; and the king of Jerusalem was per- 
suaded to drain hib garrisons, and to arm his 
people, for the relief of that important place.' 
By the advice of the perfidious Raymond, the 
christians were betrayed into a camp destitute 
of water : he fled on the first onset, with the 
curses of both nations:* Lusignan was over- 
thrown, with the loss of thirty thousand men ; 
and the wood of the true cross, a dire misfor- 
tune! was left in the power of the infidels. 
•The r,oyal captive was conducted to the tent of 

* Templarii ut apes bombabant et hospitalarii ut vcdH stridebant, et 
barouet se exitio offerebant, ct tureopnli (the christian lifbt troops) 

'ienet ipsi in ignem injiciebant, (Isp^bani de Expognatione Kudsitici, 
p. 18, apnd Schaltens); a specimen of Arabian eloquence somewhat 
dillbrent from the style of Xenophon. 

* The Latins affirm, the Arabians insinnate, the treason of Raymond ; 
bnt had be really embraced their religion, he would have been a «aint 
and a hero in the eyes of the latter. 
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Saladin; and as he fainted with thirst and terror, chap. 
the generous victor presented him with a cup of ^ 
sherbet, cooled in snow, without suffering his 
companion, Regind.ld of Chatillon, to partake of 
this pledge of hospitality and pardon. " The 
" person and dignity of a king,*' said the sultan, 
" are sacred ; but this impious robber must in- 
" stantly acknowledge the prophet, whom he 
" has blasphemed, or meet the death which he 
" has so often deserved." On the proud or con- 
scientious refusal of the christian warrior, Sa- 
ladin struck him on the head with his scymetar, 
and Reginald was despatched by the guards.' 
The trembling Lusignan was sent to Damascus 
to an honourable prison and speedy ransom ; 
but the victory was stained by the execution of 
two hundred and thirty knights of the hospital, 
the intrepid champions and martyrs of their 
faith. The kingdom was left without a head ; 
and of the two grand masters of the military 
orders, the' one was slain and the other was a 
prisoner. From all these cities, both of the sea 
coast and the inland country, the garrisons had 
been drawn away for this fatal field : Tyre and 
Tripoli alone could escape the rapid inroad of 
Saladin ; and three months after the battle of 



' RcBaad, Reginald, or Arnold dt Chatillon, is celebrated by tho 
Latins in his life and death ; bet the circumstances of the latter are 
more distinctly related by Bohadin and Abnlfeda; and Jcioville (Hist, 
de St. Lonis, p. 70) allodes to the practice of Saladin, of never putting 
to dcmth a prisoner who had tasted his bread and salt. Some of tko 
ccmpaaions of AmoM had been slaughtered, and atanost sacrificed^ in 
• nlicy of Mecca, ubi Mciilicia mactantiir (AboUcda, p. ai). 
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CHAP. Tiberias, he appeared iu arms beifore the gates of 
^,"^:,. Jerusalem.^ . 

•nd city of ^^ might expect, that the siege of a city so 
a'dTlot v^D^rable on earth and in heayen, so interesting 
Octobers to Europe and Asia, would rekindle the last 
sparks of enthusiasm ; and that, of sixty thou- 
sand christians, every man would be a soldier^ 
and every soldier a candidate for martyrdom. 
But queen Sybilla trembled for herself and her 
captive husband ; and the barons and knights, 
who had escaped from the sword and chains of 
the Turks, displayed the same factious and sel- 
fish spirit in the public ruin. The most nume- 
rous portion of the inhabitants were composed 
of the Greek and Oriental christians, whom ex- 
perience had taught to prefer the mahometan 
before the Latin yoke;" and the holy sepulchre 
attracted a base and needy crowd, without arms 
or courage, who subsisted only on the charity 
of the pilgrims. Some feeble and hasty efforts 
were made for the defence of Jerusalem; but 
in the space of fourteen days, a victorious army 
drove back the sallies of the besieged, planted 
their engines, opened the wall to the breadth of 
fifteen cubits, applied their scaling-ladders, and 
erected on the breach twelve banners of the 
prophet and the sultan. It was in vain that a 
bare-foot procession of the queen, the women, 
and the monks, implored the Son of God to save 
his tomb and his inheritance from impious vio- 

« Teitot, who well describes the loss of the kingdom and city (Hist. 
des Chevaliers de Mahhe, ton. i, 1. u, p. SM-STS), iMcits two orifiMa 
epistles of a knight templar. 

\ Renaadot, Hist Patriarch. Alex. p. §45 
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latioii. Their sole hope was in the mercy of chap. 
the conqueror, and to their first suppliant de-^^^^^^;^^^ 
putation that mercy was sternly denied. ^^ He 
'' had sworn to avenge the patience and long- 
*^ suffering of the Moslems ; the hour of for- 
" giveness was elapsed, and the moment was 
** now arrived to expiate, in blood, the iuno- 
** cent blood which had been spilt by Godfrey 
** and the first crusaders." But a desperate 
and successful struggle of the Franks admo- 
nished the sultan that his triumph was not yet 
secure ; he listened with reverence to a solemn 
adjiiration in the name of the common father of 
mankind; and a sentiment of human sympathy 
mollified the rigour of fanaticism and conquest. 
He consented to accept the city, and to spare 
the inhabitants. The Greek and Oriental chris- 
tians were permitted to live under his dominion ; 
but it was stipulated, that in forty days all the 
Franks and Latins should evacuate Jerusalem, 
and be safely conducted to the sea-ports of Sy- 
ria and Egypt; that ten pieces of gold should 
be paid for each man, five for each woman, and 
one for every child ; and that those who were 
unable to purchase their freedom should be de- 
tained in perpetual slavery. Of some writers 
it is a favourite and invidious theme to compare 
the humanity of Saladin, with the massacre ol 
tbe first crusade. The difference wovld be 
merely personal ; but we should not forget that 
the christians had offered tp capitulate, and 
that the mahometans of Jerusalem sustained 
the last extremities of an assault and storvi. 
Justice is iiMleed due to the fidelity with wbidb 
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CHAP, the Turkish conqueror ful611ed the con£tioD8 

I f X 

*,.,<^^.*of the treaty ; and he may be deservedly praised 
for the glance of pity which he qast on the 
misery of the vanquished. Instead of a rigo- 
rous exaction of his debt, he accepted a sum 
of thirty thousand byzants for the ransom of 
seven thousand poor; two or three thousand 
more were dismissed by his gratuitous clemen- 
cy ; and the number of sfaves was reduced to 
eleven or fourteen thousand persons. In his 
interview with the queen, his words, and even 
his tears, suggested the kindest consolations ; 
his liberal alms were distributed among those 
who had been made orphans or widows by the 
fortune of war ; and while the knights of tlie 
hospital were in arms against him, he allowed 
their more pious brethren to continue, during 
the term of a year, the care and service of the 
sick. In these acts of mercy the virtue of Sa- 
ladin deserves our admiration and love : he was 
above the necessity of dissimulation, and his 
stern fanaticism would have prompted him to 
dissemble, rather than to affect, this profane 
compassion for the enemies of the koran. " Af- 
ter Jerusalem had been delivered from the pre- 
sence of the strangers, the sultan made his tri- 
umphant entry, his banners waving in the wind, 
and to the harmony of martial music. The 
l^eat mosch of Omar, v^hich had been convert- 
ed into a church, was again consecrated to one 
God and his prophet Mahomet ; the walls and 
pavement were purified with rose water ; and a 
pulpit, the labour of Noureddin, was erected in 
the sanctuary. But when th^ golden cross, that 
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glittered on the dome, was ca«t down, and drag- chap. 
ged through the streets, the christians of «very ,^^^^^^^^ 
sect uttered a lamentable groan, which was an- 
swered by the joyful shouts of the Moslems. 
In four ivory chests the patriarch had collected 
the crosses, the images, the vases, and the relics 
of the holy place: they were seized by the con- 
queror, who was desirous of presenting the caliph 
with the tropics of christian idolatry. He was 
persuaded, however, to entrust them to the 
patriarch and prince of Antioch; and the pious 
pledge was redeemed by Richard of England, 
at the expence of fifty-two thousand b'yzants of 
gold.' 

The nations might fear and hope the imme- .|^^ ^^^^ 
diate and final expulsion of the Latins from ""JjJ*' , 
Syria; which was yet delayed above a century a.d.ii88. 
after the death of Saladin** In the career of 
victory, he was first checked by the resistance 
of Tyre ; the troops and garrisons, which had 
capitulated, were imprudently conducted to the 
same port: their numbers were adequate to the 
defence of the place; and the arrival of Conrad 
of Montferrat inspired the disorderly crowd 
with confidence and union. His father, a ve- 
nerable pilgrim, had been made prisoner in the 
battle of Tiberias ; but that disaster was un- 
known in Italy and Greece, when the son was 

For the conquest of Jennalem, Bohadin (p. 67-75) and Abulfeda 
(p. 40-4S), are onr Moslem witnesses. Of tbc christian, Bernard The- 
saorarius, (c. 1S1*107) b the aost copiow and anthentic ; see likewise 
Matthew Paris (p. iao-lS4). 

^ The siege of Tyre and Acre are most copiooily described by Ber- 
nard Thesaurafins (de Acqnisitione Terrss Saactss, c. 167*>179X ^ 
author of the Historia Hierosolymitana (p. 1150-1172 in ^ongWliisX 
Abalfcda p. 41-60), and Bohadin (p. 75.1710.: 
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CHAP. urged» by ambition and piety, Uy Tisit the inhe- 
^^l^^ ritance of his royal nephew, the infant Baldwin. 
The view of the Turkish banners warned him 
from the hostile coast of Jaffa ; and Conrad was 
unanimously hailed as the prince and champion 
of Tyre, which was already besieged by the 
conqueror of Jerusalem. The firmness of his 
zeal, and perhaps his knowledge of a generous 
foe, enabled him to brave the threats of the sul- 
tan, and to declare, that should his aged parent 
be exposed before the walls, he himself would 
discharge the first arrow, and glory in his de- 
scent firom a christian martyr." The Egyptian 
fleet was allowed to enter the harbour of Tyre ; 
but the chain was suddenly drawn, aad five 
gallies was either sunk or taken : a thousand 
Turks were slain in a sally ; and Saladin, aft^, 
burning his engines, concluded a glorious cam- 
paign by a disgraceful retreat to Damascus. He 
was soon assailed by a more formidable tempest. 
The pathetic narratives, and even the pictures, 
that represented, in lively colours, the servitude 
and profanation of Jerusalem, awakened the 
torpid sensibility of Europe : the emperor Fre- 
deric Barbarossa, and the kings of France and 
England, assumed the cross; and the tardy 
magnitude of their armaments was anticipated 
by the maritime states of the Mediterranean and 
the ocean. The skilful and provident Italians 
first embarked in the ships of Genoa, Pisa, and 
Venice. They were speedily followed by the 

« I IwTc followed a Bodcrtte and prababic reprewntatioB of Iha 
ftet, by Tcrtot, who adopti, witfaont reloctancc, a roaantic talt^ Ika 
•M aar^uif b actnaDy cxpoicd to the darti of the bcsi^;td.' 
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most eager pilgrims of France, Normandy, and chaf. 
the Western isles. The powerful succour of ^j^,,^ 
Flanders, Frise, and Denmark, filled near a hun- 
dred vessels ; and the northern warriors were 
distinguished in the field by a lofty stature and 
a ponderous battle-axe/ Their increasing mul- 
titudes could no longer be confined within the 
walls of Tyre, or remain obedient to the voice 
of Conrad. They pitied the misfortunes, and 
revered the dignity, of Lusignan, who was re- 
leased from prison, perhaps, to divide the army 
of the Franks. He proposed the recovery of 
Ptolemais, or Acre, thirty miles to the south of 
Tyre ; and the place was first invested by two 
thousand horse and thirty thousand foot, under 
his nominal command. I shall not expatiate' on ' 
the story of this monorable siege, which lasted 
near two years, and consmned, in a narrow 
space, the forces of £urope and Asia. Never siege of 
did the flame of enthusiasm burn with fiercer ^!^^\i^ 
and- more destructive rage ; nor could the true l^^\, 
believers, a conmion appellation, who consecrat- Joiy. 
ed their own martyrs, refuse some applause to 
the mistaken zeal and courage of their adversa- 
ries. '^ At the sound of the holy trumpet, the 
Moslems of Egypt, Syria, Arabia, and the Ori- 
ental provinces, assembled under the servant 
of the prophet :^ his camp was pitched and re- 



' Norfhmaimijct G«tlii, ct cfeteri populi iafidanmi qim inter Mci* 
dentem et Mptemtrioneiii liUb rant, gcnt«t bcUicoMe, corporis proteri, 
liortit Sntrcpida, bipennOrai nnuita, nnfibai rotundit qui Ymaiekla 
dicaqtmr adjects. 

' The historian of Jeranlem (p. 1108) adds the nations of the east, 
Aram tlM Tigris to India, and the swarthy tribes of Moon and Get«- 
Uans, 10 that Asia and Africa foof ht against Europe. 
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CHAP, moved within a few miles of Acre ; and fae 
...^,.1.. laboured, night and day, for the relief of his 
brethren and the annoyance of the Franks. 
Nine battles, not unworthy of the name, were 
fought, in the neighbourhood of mount Carmel, 
with such vicissitude of fortune, that in one 
attack, the sultan forced his way into the city ; 
that in one sally, the christians penetrated to the 
royal tent. ' By the means of divers and pig:eon8, 
a regular correspondence was maintained with 
the besieged ; and, as often as the sea was left 
open, the exhausted garrison was withdrawn, 
and a fresh supply was poured into the place. 
The Latin camp was thinned by famine, the 
sword, and the climate; but the tents of the 
dead were replenished with new pilgri^is, who 
exaggerated the strength and speed of their 
approaching countrymen. The vulgar was as- 
tonished by the report, that the pope himself, 
with an innumerable crusade, was advanced as 
far as Constantinople. The march of the em- 
peror filled the East vnth more serious alarms; 
the obstlicles which he encounterecl in Asia, 
and perhaps in Greece, were raised by the 
policy of Saladin; his joy on the death of Bar- 
barossa was measured by his esteem ; and the 
christians were rather dismayed than encourag- 
ed at the sight of the duke of Swabia and his 
wayworn ren\nant of five thousand Germans. 
At length, in the spring of the second year, the 
royal fleets of France and England cast anchor 
- in the bay of Acre, and the siege was more vi- 
gorously prosecuted, by the youthful emulation 
of the two kings, Philip Augustus and Richard 
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Piantagenet After every resource /had been chaf. * 
tried, and every hope was exhausted, the defen-^A^,, 
ders of Acre submitted to their fate ; a capitu- 
lation was granted, but their lives and liberties 
were taxed at the hard conditions of a ransom 
of two hundred thousand pieces of gold, the 
deliverance of one hundred nobles, and fifteen 
hundred inferior captives, and the restoration 
of the wood of the holy cross. Some doubts, in 
the agreement, and some delay in the execution, 
rekindled the fury of the Franks, and three 
thousand Moslems, almost in the sultan's view, 
were beheaded by the command of the sangui- 
nary Richard.' By the conquest of Acre, the 
Latin powers acquired a strong town and a con- 
Tenient harbour; but the advantage was most 
dearly purchased. The minister and historian 
of Saladin computes, from the report of the 
enemy, that their numbers, at different periods, 
amounted to five or six hundred thousand ; that 
more than one hundred thousand christians were 
slain; that a fieur greater number was lost by 
disease or shipwreck ; and that a small portion 
of this mighty liost could return in safety to 
their native countries.* 

' Bohadin, p. 180 ; aad tbii matnere is neither denied nor blamed 
^7 the duiitUm hittoriaos, Asacritur jiusa cooplentef (the Eoglith 
Mldien), says Galfriduf A Vinetaaf (1. 4,c. 4, p. S40). who fixes at 
^00 the nrnnber of Tictims ; who are maltiplied to 5000 by Roger 
HoTeden (p. 697, 008). The hamaoity or avarice of Philip Angnstua 
^u persaaded to ransom his prisoners (Jacob k Yitriaco, 1. i, c. 08, p. - 
1122). 

I Bohadio, p. 14. He qaotes the judgment of Ballianns, and the 
priuce of Sidon, and adds, ex illo mondo quasi hominnm paucissimi 
redieront. Among the christians who died before St. John d^Acre^ I 
fiad the English names of de Ferrers, earl of Derby (Dngdale, Baroi» 
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CHAP. Pbflip Augustas, and Richard the first, are tne 
^J^^^^only kings of France and England^ who have 
Richmrdof *f>"8**^ undcf thc same banners; but the holy 
J^gj^» service, in which they were enlisted, was inces- 
tiiw» santly disturbed by their national jealousy ; and 
MM "**' the two factions, which they protected in Pales- 
tine, were more averse to each other than to the 
common enemy. In the eyes of the Orientals, 
the French monarch was superior in dignity and 
^ power; and, in the emperor's absence, the La- 
tins revered him as their temporal chie£^ His 
exploits were not adequate to his feme. Philip 
was brave, but the statesman predominated in 
his character ; he was soon weary of sacrificing 
'his health and interest on a barren coast; the 
surrender of Acre became the signal of his de- 
parture; nor could he justify this unpopular 
dedertion, by leaving the duke of Burgundy, 
with five hundred knights, and ten thousand 
foot, for the service of the Holy land. The 
king of England, though inferior in dignity, sur- 
passed his rival in wealth and military renown ;* 
and if heroism be confined to brutal and fero- 
cious valour, Richard Plantagenet will stand 
high among the heroes of the age. The me- 
mory of deur de Lion, or the lion-hearted 

age, part i, p. S60), Mowbray (idem, p. 124), de Mandcfil, de Fiennet, 
St. John, Scrope, Pigot, Talbot, Sie. 

^ Magnus hie a pad cot, interqne regei eorum ti*m Tirtote, twn 

m^ettate emiuens rammm rerum arbiter (Bcbadin, p. 159). 

He does not leem to haTe known the names either of Philip or Rich- 
ard. 

* Res Angli« prsstrenaui . • . rege GaUorum minor apod eoi ceo- 
•ebatur rationc regni atqoe dignitatis ; sed tnm difitiis floreutior, tm 
bcUici virtate multo erat celebrior (Bobadin, p. 161). A itraagcr 
night admire those riches j the national historians will teD with wtai 
lawlcii aad wasteful oppression they were collected. 
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prince, was long dear and glorious to bis £ng- chap. 
lish subjects; and, at the distance of sixty ^^^^J^^'^^ 
years, it was celebrated in proverbial sayings 
by the grandsons of the Turks and Saracens, 
against whom he had fought : his tremendous 
Qame was employed by the Syrian mothers to 
silence their infents; and if an horse suddenly 
started from the way, his rider was wont to ex- 
claim, *^ Dost thou think king Richard is in that 
'' bush ?'" His cruelty to the mabometans was 
the effect of temper and zeal; but I cannot be- 
lieve that a soldier, so free and fearless in the 
use of his lance, would have descended to whet 
a dagger against his valiant brother CSonrad of 
Sfontserrat, who was slain at Tyre by some se- 
cret assassins.* After the surrender of Acre, 
and the departure of Philip, the king of £ng« 
land led the crusaders to the recovery of the 
sea-coast ; and the cities of Ceesarea and Jaffa 
were added to the fragments of the kingdom of 
Lusignan. A march of one hundred miles from 
Acre to Ascalon was a great and perpetual bat- 
tle of eleven days. In the disorder of his 
troops, Saladin remained on the field with se- 
venteen guards^ without lowering his standard, 
or suspending the sound of his brazen kettle- 
drum : he again rallied and renewed the charge; 
and his preachers or heralds called aloud on the 

^ Joimrille, p. 17. CnidM-tn que cc aoit k roi Riehard ? 

* Yet he WM gailty in the epioiOD •f the Heileiiui, who attest the 
c«Bfcnbii of Uie liamMiai, that they were sent bj the ktof of Eoflaad 
(Btkadis, p. 195) ; aad hit only defence it aa abi ord and palpable 
fcifirj (Hiat de r Academie det Inscriptions, tons, zri, p. 155.16t) ; a 
pietnded letter from the prince of the assaisine, the sheich, or old man 
of the moantaiD, who justified Richard, by atsoming to himself the 
(«Ut or merit of the murder. 



^»0*^^»^^0 ' 
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CHAP. tMutenaw manfully to stand up against the 
christian idolaters. But the progress of these 
idolaters was irresistible : and it was only by 
demolishing the walls and buildings of Ascalon, 
that the sultan could prevent them from occu- 
pying an important fortress on the confines of 
j^ypt. During a severe winter, the armies 
slept; but in the spring, the Franks advanced 
within a day's march of Jerusalem, under the 
leading standard of the English king, and his 
active spirit intercepted a convoy, or caravaa, 
of seven thousand camels. Saladin' had fixed 
his station in the holy city ; but the city was 
struck with consternation and discord : he 
fasted ; he prayed ; he preached ; he offered to 
share the dangers of the siege ; but his Mama- 
lukes, who remembered the fate of their com- 
panions at Acre, pressed the sultan, with loyal 
or seditious clamours, to reserve Ais person and 
their courage for the future defence of their re- 
ligion and empire.' The Moslems were deli- 
vered by the sudden, or, as they deemed, the 
miraculous retreat of the christians;^ and the 
laurels of Richard were blasted by the pru« 

' See the distress and pioos fimoess of Saladin, as they are describ- 
ed hy Bohadin (p. 7-9, BK-SST), who himscirharaiifDed thedefeodera 
of Jcrosalem; their fears were not onknown .to the enemy (Jacob. 4 
* Vitriaco, 1. i, c. 100, p. 112». Vinisaaf, I. v, c. 50, p. S99). 

■ Yet i^Bleu the saltan, or an Ayonbite prince, remained in Jemsalcn, 
nee Cnrdi, Turcis, nee Tarci assent obtemperatari Cordis (Bohadin, p. 
StO). He draws aside a "comer of the political curUin. 

^ Bohadin (p. 2t7), and even Jeffrey de Yinisanf (L tI, c. 1-S, p. 40S. 
400), ascribe the retreat to Richard Jiimself ; and Jacobus i Vitriaco 
observes, that in his impatience to depart, in alteram ▼immnnitatiia cat 
Vp*^1128). Yet Joinville, a French knight, accases the enyy of Hngh 
dnke of Bnrgnndy (p. 116), withoct rappotinc, like Matthew Pwiai 
that he was bribed by Saladln ' 
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dence, or envy, of his companions. The hero, chap. 
ascending an hill, and veiling his face, exclaim- ^J^]^'^^^ 
ed with an indignant voice, " Those who are 
" unwilling to rescue, are unworthy to view, the 
" sepulchre of Christ T After his return to 
Acre, on the news that Jaffa was surprised by 
the sultan, he sailed with som^ merchant ves- 
sels, and leaped foremost on the beach; the 
castle was relieved by his presence ; and sixty 
thousand Turks and Saracens fled before his 
arms. The discovery of his weakness provoked 
them- to return in the morning ; and they found 
him carelessly encamped before the gates, with 
only seventeen knights and three hundred arch* 
ers. . Without counting their numbers, he sus- 
tained their charge; and we le^m from the 
evidence of his enemies, that the king of Bug- 
land, grasping his lance, rode furiously along 
their front, from the right to the left wing, with- 
out meeting an adversary who dared to encoun- 
ter his career.* Am I writing the history of 
Orlando oT Amadis ? 

During these hostilities, a languid and tedious 
negociation^ between the Franks and Moslems 

' The expeditions to Ascalon, Jenualem, and Jaffa, are related by 
Bobadin (p. 184-249) and Abolfeda (p. 51, 53). Tbe author of the 
Itinerary, or tbe mon)L of St Albans, cannot exaggerate the cadbi*s 
accooDt of tbe prowess of Richard (Vinisauf, 1. vi, c. 14-24, p. 412- 
421. Hist. Major, p. 137-143) ; and on tbe whole of (his war, there is. 
a marvellous agreement between tbe christian and mahometan writers, 
who n&ntualty praise tbe virtues of their enemies. 

' See tbe progress of negotiation and hostility in Bobadin (p. 207- 
260), who was himself an actor in tbe treaty. Richard declared his 
intention of returning with new armies to tbe conqaest of tbe Holy 
land J and Saladin answered tbe menace with a civil compliment (Viirip 
sanf, 1. vi, c. 28, p. 423). 

VOU XI L , 
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CHAP. w%B sterted, and continued, and broken, ^fid 
.^y^^... again resumed, and again broken. Some actp 
Hit treaty ^' *'^yal courtesj, the gift of snow and fruit, the 
and )iep«i^ exchange of Norway hawks and Arabian bor$es, 
a.d'iim* softened the asperity of religious war: from the 
September yj^issitudeof success,the monarchs migbtieam 
to suspect that heaven was neutral in the quqirrel; 
nor, after the trial of each other, cou^d either 
hope for a decisive victory/ The health both 
of Richard and Saladin appeared to be in a de- 
clining st^te ; and they respectively suffered the 
evils of distant and domestic warfare: ^lanti^f>- 
net was impatient to punish a perfidious rival 
who had invaded Normandy in his absence; 
and the indefatigable sultan was subdued by 
the cries of the people, who was the victim, and 
of the soldiers, who were the instruments, of 
his martial zeal. The first demands of the king 
of England were the restitution of Jerusalemi 
Palestine, and the true cross; and he firmly de- 
clared, that himself and his brother pilgrims 
would end their lives in the pious labour, ra- 
ther than retiira to Europe with ignominy J^nd 
remorse. But the conscience of Saladin re^ 
fused, without some weighty compensation, to 
restore the idols, or promote the idolatry of the 
christians: he asserted, with equal firmness, 
his religious and civil claim to the sovereignty 

* The most copious and original accoont of this holy war U Gil- 
fridi i VintBauf Itiuerariom Regis Anglonua Richardi et alionim in 
Terraro Hierosolymoran, iu six books, pablidied in the second vo* 
lame of Gale's bcriptores Hist. Anglicanas (p. 247-429). Roger Hotc 
dcD and Matthew Paris aft>rd likewise many Taluable materials; and 
the former describca, with accuracy, the discipline and naTigattOD of 
the English fleet. 
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of Palestine : descanted on the importance and chak 
sanctity of Jerusalem ; and rejected all terms ^^^^^ 
of the establisbment, or partition of the Latins. 
The marriage which Richard proposed, of his 
sister with the sultan's brother, was defeated 
by the diflFerence of faith : the princess abhor- 
red the embraces of a Turk: and Adel, or 
Saphadin, would not easily renounce a plurality 
€A wives. A personal mterview was declined 
by Saladin, who alledged their mutual ignorance 
of each other's language, and liie negociation 
was managed with much art and ddiay by their 
ittterpreters and envoys. The final agreement 
was equally disapproved by the zealots of both 
patties, by the Roman pontiff and the caliph of 
Bagdad, tt was stipulated that Jerusalem and 
the holy sepulchre should be open, without 
tribute or vexation, to the pilgrimage of the 
Latin christians ; that, after the demolition of 
Ascalon, they should inclusively possess the 
sea-coast from Jaffa to Tyre; that the count 
of Tripoli and the prince of Antioch should 
be comprised in the truce ; and that, during 
three years and three months, all hostilities 
should cease. The principal chiefs of the 
two armies swore to the observance of the 
treaty ; but the monarchs were satisfied with 
giving their word and their right-hand; and 
tiie royal majesty was excused an oath, which 
always implies some suspicion of falsehood 
and dishonour. Richard embarked for Europe, 
to seek a long captivity and a premature grave; 
and the space of a few months concluded the 
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CHAP, life and glories of Salad in. The Orientals de^ 
* .scribe his edifying death, which happened at 



Dci^ of J Damascus; but they seem ignorant of the equal 
A. D. 1103, distribution of his alms among the three reli- 
M»rch4. giong^« or of the display of a shroud, instead 
of a standard, to admonish the East of the insta- 
bility of human greatness. The unity of empire 
was dissolved by his death ; his sons were 
oppressed by the stronger arm of their uncle 
Saphadin : the hostile interests of the sultans 
of Egypt, Damascus, and Aleppo," were again 
revived ; and the Franks or Latins stood, and 
breathed, and hoped, in their fortresses along 
. . the Syrian coast 
Innocent The noblest monument of a conqueror's isxxie^ 
"d.1198. ^^^ ^f ^^^ terror which he inspired, is the Sa- 
1^1^ ladine tenth, a general tax which was imposed 
^ on the laity, and even the clergy, of the Latin 
church, for the service of the holy war. The 
practice was too lucrative to expire with the 
occasion ; and this tribute became the founda- 
tion of all the tithes and tenths on ecclesiastical 
benefices which have been granted by the Romau 
pontiffs to catholic sovereigns, or reserved for 
the immediate use of the apostolic see."" This 
pecuniary emolument must have tended to in- 

" Even Vertot (torn, i, p. 251) adopts the foolish nodon of the in- 
differenee of Saladin, who professed the koraa with his laat breath. 

" See the succeKion of the Ayoiibites, in Aboipharagins (Dynast, p. 
277, Sec) and the tablex of M. de Gaignea,' TArt de Ycrifier let Datea* 
and the Bibtiotheqne Orientale. 

* Thomassin (Discipline de TEglise, torn, iii, p. S11-S74) has copi- 
onsly treated of tfie origin, aboses, and restrictions of these taiih§. A 
theory was started, but not pursued, that they were rightfully due to 
the pope, a tenth of the Levites* tenth to the high-priest (Seldea m 
Tithes ; see hU works toI. iii, p. ii, p. 106S). 
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crease the interest of the popes in the recoyery chap. 

of Palestine : after the death of Saladin they , ^^^^ 

preached the cru«ade, by their epistles, their 
legates, and their missionaries ; and the accom« 
plishment of the pious work might have been 
expected from the zeal and talents of Innocent 
the third.^ Under that young and ambitious 
priest, the successors of St. Peter attained the 
full meridian of their greatness ; and in a reign 
of eighteen years, he exercised a despotic com- 
mand over the emperors and kings, whom he 
raised and deposed ; over the nations, whom an 
interdict of months or years deprived, for the 
offence of their rulers, of the exercise of chria- 
tian worship. In the council of the Lateran 
he acted as the ecclesiastical, ^ almost as the 
temporal, sovereign of the East and West. It 
-was at the feet of his legate that John of Eng- 
land surrendered his crown; and Innocent may 
boast of the two most signal triumphs over 
sense and humanity, the establi8hment of tran- 
substantiation, and the origin of the inquisition. 
At his voice, two crusades, the fourth and the 
fifth, were undertaken ; but except a king of 
Hungary, the princes of the second order were 
at the head of the pilgrims ; the forces were 
inadequate to the design ; nor did the effects 
correspond with the hopes and wishes of the . 
pope and the people. The fourth crusade was -« -^ 
diverted from Syria to Constantinople; and the cnuadc, 
conquest of the Greek or Roman empire by the ^'^' ***• 
jLatins will form the proper and important sub- 

' Sec the GestA Innocestii in, in Moretori, Script. Ker. Ital. (ton. 
iit, p. 486.668). 
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CHA^ ject of tbe next chapter. In the fifth,' two hun- 
^^^^^^^^ dred thousand Franks were landed at the eaat- 
Thc fifth, ern mouth of the Nile. They reasonably hoped 
^••*"®vthat Palestine must be subdued in Egypt, the 
seat and storehouse of the sultan; and, after a 
siege of sixteen months, the Moslems deplored 
the loss of Damietta, But the christian army 
was tuined by the pride and insolence of the 
legate Pelagius, who, in the pope's name, assum- 
ed the character of general . The sickly Franks 
were encompassed by the waters of the Nile, 
and the Oriental forces; and it was by the eva- 
cuation of Damietta that they obtained, a safe 
retreat, some concessions for the pilgrims, and 
the tardy restitution of the doubtful ^elic of the 
true cross. The failure may in some measure 
be ascribed to the abuse and multiplication of 
the crusades, which were preached at the same 
time against the pagans of Livonia, the Moors of 
Spain, the Albigeois of France, and the kings of 
Sicily of the imperial family/ In these merito- 
rious services, the volunteers might acquire at 
home the same spiritual indulgence, and a lar- 
ger measure of temporal rewards; and even the 
popes in their zeal against a domestic enemy, 

^ Sec the filth crasade, and the siege of Dtniettft, in Jseebvt i. YU 
triaco (I. iii, p. 1126-1149, in the Getta Dei of Bonganinft), an eye- 
witneu, Bernard Thesaurarins (in Script. Mnratori,4om. 7, p. 826.846, 
c. 100-207), a contemporary, and Sanntns (Secrrta Fidel. Crucif, 1. iH, 
p. zi, c. 4*9), a diligent compiler ; and of the Arabianf, AbuJpbaragiaa 
(Dynait. p. 294), and the extracU at the end of Joinville (p. 6SS, 637, 
640, 647, J^c.) 

' To thoie who took the croti against Mainfroy, the pope (▲. d. 1256^ 

granted pleniisimam peccatorum remissionem. Fideles mirabantnr 

^ood tantnm eis promitterct pro sanguine christianorum efinndendo 

quantum pro crtiore infidelinm aliqaando (Matthew Paris, p. 785). A 

' high flight for the reason of the thirteenth century ! 
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w»e Mmetimes tempted to forget the distress chap. 
of tJicir Syrian brethren. From the last age of_^^^^^^ 
crufsades they derived the occasional command 
of^ail army ahd revenue; and some deep rea- 
setters hav6 suspected that the whole enterprise, 
ftotn th€ first synod of Placentia, was contrived 
«nd executed by the policy of Rome. The sus- 
picton is Bbt ibtinded either in nature or in fact. 
TPhe emocessors of St. Peter appear to have fol- 
)o\f ed ratberthan guided, theimpulse of manners 
M& prejudice ; without much foresight of the 
flKaisons, or cultivation of the soil, they gathered 
Itire Apt and spontaneous fruits of the supersti- 
Mon of the times. They gathered these fruits 
^thou* toil or personal danger. In the coun- 
cJil' of the Lateran, Innocent the third declared 
an ambiguous resolution of aniitiating the cru- 
saders by his example ; but the pilot of the 
sacred vessel could not abandon the helm ; nor 
was Palestine ever blessed with the presence of 
a Roman pontiff." 

The persons, the families, and estates of the rorJ^ST 
pllgritQS, were under the immediate protection p^tkl^ 
of the popes; and these spiritual patrons soon ^'^' 
claimed the prerogative of directins: their ope- 
rations, and eilforcing, by commands and cen- 
sured, the accomplishment of their vow. Fre- 
deric the second,^ the grandson of Barbarossa,. 

* Thlf shnple idea it afrccmbic to the good sense of Moshetn (lap ti* 
tot. Hist. Eccles. p. SSS), and the Hae philosophy of Hume (Hist, of 
Eoglaad, vol. 1, p. 810> 

* The original materiali for the enitade of Frederic u, may be drawn 
from Richard de St Gennano (in Muraton Script. Reram Ital. torn'. 
Yii, p. MNtt-lOtS) aad Matthew Paris (p. 386, 291, 800, fOf, S04). The 
Most rational owdems are, Picny (flit t Eocks. torn, zri), Vertot 

(Che?aUen 
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CHAP, yfus successively the pupil, the enemy, and the 
, victim, of the church' At the s^e of twenty- 
one years, and iti obedience to his guardian, 
Innocent the third, he assumed the cross; the 
same promise was repeated at his royal and im- 
perial coronations ; and his marriage with the 
heiress of Jerusalem for ever bound him to de- 
fend the kingdom of his son Conrad. But as 
Frederic advanced in age and authority, he re- 
pented of the rash engagements of his youth : 
his liberal sense and knowledge taught him to 
despise the phantoms of superstition and the 
crowns of Asia : he no longer entertained the 
same reverence for the successors of Iiuiocent; 
and his ambition was occupied by the restora* 
tion of the Italian monarchy from Sicily to the 
Alps. But the success of this project would • 
have reduced the popes to their primitive sim- 
plicity; and, after the delays and excuses of 
twelve years, they urged the emperor, with en* 
treaties and threats, to fix the time and place 
of his departure for Palestine. In the harbours 
of Sicily and Apulia, he prepared a fleet of one 
^hundred gallies, and of one hundred vessels^ 
that were framed to transport and land two 
thousand five hundred knights, with their horses 
and attendants ; his vassals of Naples and Ger- 
many formed a powerful army ; and the num- 
ber of £nglish crusaders was magnified to sixty 
thousand by the report of fame. But the ine- 
yitable or affected slowness of ^ these mighty 
preparations consumed the strength and provi* 

(Chevalicn de Malthe, t<MB. i, I iii), Giannone (Istori Civile di Kapoli^ 
(ooi* ii, I. xvi)y and Muratori (Aonali d*Italia, torn* x). 



OF THE ttOMAIf EMPIRE. 1A3 

sions of the more indigent pilgrims ; the mul* jhap. 
titude was thinned by sickness and desertion, ,,^,^i^^ 
and the sultry summer of Calabria anticipated 
the mischiefs of a Syrian campaign. At length 
the emperor hoisted sail at Brundusium, with 
a fleet and army of forty thousand men ; but he 
kept the sea no more than three days ; and his 
hasty retreat, which was ascribed by his friends 
to a grievous indisposition, was accused by his 
enemies as a voluntary and obstinate disobe- 
dience. For suspending his vow was Frederic 
excommunicated by Gregory the ninth; for 
presuming, the next year, .to accomplish his 
vow, he was again excommunicated by the.same 
pope." While he served under the bann^ of 
the cross, a crusade was preached against him 
in Italy ; and after his return he was compelled 
to ask pardon ioi the injuries which he had 
suffered. The clergy and military orders 6i 
Palestine were previously instructed to re- 
nounce his communion and dispute his com- 
mands ; and in his own kingdom, the emperor 
was forced to consent that the orders of the 
Camp should be issued in the name of God and 
of the christian republic. Frederic entered 
Jerusalem in triumph ; and with his own hands 
(for no priest would perform the office) he 
took the crown from the altar of the holy 
Sepulchre. But the piitriarch cast an interdict on 
the church which his presence had profaned ; 
and the knights of the hospital and temple in- 
formed the sultan how easily he might be sur- 

* Poer Mmitori knows what to think, hot knowt not what to taj^ 
^ Chino qui il capo," ^c. p. SSS. 
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CHAP, prised and slaio in his unguarded tisit fo the 
*«*t!!^,. riwf Jordan. In such a state of fanaticism and 
fitction^ victory was hopeless, and defence was 
difficult; but the conclusion of an advantageous 
peace may be imputed to the discord of the 
mahometans, and their personal esteem for the 
charactcn* of Frederic. The enemy of tiie church 
is accused of maintaining wifh the miscreants 
an intercourse of hospitality and fridndsfaip, im- 
worthy of a christian ; of despising the barren- 
ness o(P the land^ and of indulging a proKane 
thought, that if Jefaovaih had seen the kingdom 
of Naples, he never would have selected Palest 
tine for the inheritance of his cfhosen people. 
Yet Frederic obtained from the sultan the re^ 
stitution of Jerusalem, of Bethlemand Nazareth, 
of Tyre and Sidon : the Latins were allowed t* 
inhabit and fortify the city ; an equal code o 
civil and religious freedoiAl wab ratified for the 
sectajpies of Jesus and those of Mahomet; and, 
while the former worshipped aEt the holy sepul- 
chre, the latter might pray and preach in the 
mdsch of the temple,"* from whence the prophet 
undertook his nbdtunial journey to heaven. 
The clergy deplored this scandalous'toleration; 
and the weaker Moslems were gradually expel- 
led ; bat* every rational object of the crusades 
was accomplished without bloodi^hed;, the 
churches were restored, tiie monasteries were 
r^enished'; and in the space of fifteen years, 
the Latins of Jerasalem' exceeded the number 

* Hie clergy trtfallj conloDBded the mofch or ditireh of the ttfl i 
with the hely sfpidchre, and tbtir wiUU«no»tei dtcdfcd hoth V» 
tdt and Munteru 
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of six tbowand. This peace and prosperity, chap. 
for which they were ungrateful to their bene-^^^^J^^'^^ 
factor, was terminated by the irniption of the 
strange and savage hordes of Carizmians/ Fly- lovatioii 
log from the arras of the .Moguls, those shep- mi^"" 
herds of the Caspian rolled headlong on Syria; ^•••**^ 
and the union of the Franks with the sultans of 
Aleppo, Hems, and Damascus, was insufficient 
to stem the violence of the torrent. Whatever 
stood against than was cut off by the sword, or 
^Iragged into captivity; the military orders were 
almost exterminated in a single battle; and in 
the pillage of the city, in the profanation of the 
holy sepulchre, the Latins confess and regref! 
the modesty and discipline of the Turks and 
Saracens. 

Of the seven crusades, the two last were un* st Lonit 
dertaken by Louis the ninth, king of France; ttzthcnH 
who lost his liberty iuvEg^ypt, and his life on the ^^ium^ 
coast of Africai Twenty-eight years after his **"• 
death, he was imnoniked at Rome ; and sixty- 
frre miracles were recMKly found, and solemnly 
attested^ to jia»ti£y the olaim of the royal saint;' 
The voice of history renders^t more honourable 
testimony, that he united the virtues of a king, 
an hero, and a man; that hia martial spirit was 
tempted by the love of private and public jus- 
tice; and that Louis was the father of his peo- 
ple, the friend of his neighbours, and the terror 
of the infidels. Superstition alone, in all the 

' The eroption of the Carixmiaai, or Coratmiiiay is related by Matthew 
Paris (p. 546, 647), and by JoinfUle, Naogis, and the Ai«biaiia(p, lU, * 
112, »1, 192, 628, 680). 

' Read, if yon can, the life and n&irades of St liouis, by the i 
lor of queen Margaret (p. 201-538. JoiofiUe dn LoarreX 
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CHAP, extent of her baleful influence/ corrupted hit 
l..^!^.,* understanding and his heart; his devotion 
stooped to admire and imitate the b^ging friars 
of Francis and Dominic ; he pursued with blind 
and cruel zeal the enemies of the faith ; and the 
best of kings twice descended from his throne 
to seek the adventures of a spiritual knight er- 
rant. A monkish historian would have been 
content to applaud the most despicable part of 
his character; but the noble and gallant Join- 
ville,* who shared the friendship and captivity 
of Louis, has traced with the pencil of nature 
the free portrait of his virtues as well as of his 
failings. From this intimate knowledge, we 
may learn to suspect the political views of de- 
pressing their great vassals, which are so often 
imputed to the royal authors of the crusades. 
Above all the princes of the middle ages, Louis 
the ninth successfully laboured to restore the 
prerogatives of ihe crown ; but it was at home, 
• and not in the East, that he acquired for himr 
self and his posterity ; his vow was the result 
of enthusiasm and sickness ; and if we were the 
promoter, he was likewise the victim, of this holy 

* He bclicfed all that mother cfanrch taoght (JoinvUley p. 10), but 
he cautioned JoiiiYiUe agalntt dispatinf with infidels. ** L'omme lay 
^ (said he in his old language) qnandilotmediredelaloychresCienne, 
^ ne doit pas deffendre la loy chrestienne'oe mais que de Tespie, dc* 
^ qnoi il doit donner parmi le ventre dedens, tant comme elle y •pent 
" eotrcr/' (p. 12). 

^ I have two editions of JoinfiUe, the one (Paris 1688J most valoable 
for the observations of Dncange; the other (Paris au Louvre, 1761) 
MOf t precious for the pure and authentic text, a mb. of which has been 
recently discovered. The last editor proves, that the history of St« 
Lonii wai fini^ed a. d. laOO, without explaining, or even admiring. 
the age of the anthor, which must have exceeded ninety yean (Pr^ 
ftce, p. zi. ObierTationt de Ducange, p, 17} 
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madness. For the invasion of Egypt, France waa chap. 
exhausted of her troops and treasures; he co- ^^^ 
vered the sea of Cyprus with eighteen hundred 
sails ; th niost modest enumeration amounts to 
fifty thousand men ; and, if we might trust his 
own confession, as it is rej^orted by Oriental va- 
nity, he disembarked nine thousand five hundred 
horse, and one hundred and thirty thousand 
foot, who performed their pilgrimage under the 
shadow of his power.* 

In complete armour, the oriflamme waving be* ^jj^j'^ 
fore him, Louis leaped foremost on the beach: a.d.m49. 
and the strong city of Damietta, which had cost 
his predecessors a siege of sixteen months, was 
abandoned on the first assault by the trembling 
Moslems. But Damietta was the firstand thelast 
of his conquests ; and in the fifth and sixth cru- 
sades, the same causes, almost on the same 
ground, were productive of similar calamities.' 
After a ruinous delay, which introduced into 
the camp the seeds of an epidemical disease, the 
Franks advaiiced from the sea-coast towards 
the capital of Egypt, and strove to surmount the 
unseasonable inundation of the Nile, which op- 
posed their progress. Under the eye of their 
intrepid monarch, the barons and knights of 
France displayed their invincible contempt of 
clanger and discipline: his brother the count of 

' Joinville, p. SO. Arabic ExtracU, p^B49, 

* The last editors have enriched their Joinville with large and co- 
rioQi extracts from the Arabic bistoriant, Macriii, Abnlfeda, dec 
See likewise Abulpharagius (Dynast, p. 322^825), who calls him by the 
comipt name of Red^nm, Matthew Paris (p. 689,684) has describ- 
ed th^ rival folly of the French and English who fonght and fell at 
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CHAP Artots, stormed with inconsiderate valour the 
...^.^^.. town of Massoura; and the carrier pigeons 



announced to the inhabitants of Cairo, that ali 
was lost. Bat a soldier, who afterwards usurp- 
ed the sceptre, rallied the flying troops; the 
main body of the christians was far behind their 
vanguard; and Artois was overpowered and 
slain. A shower of Greek fire was incessantly 
poured on the invaders; the Nile was conrniand- 
ed by the Egyptian gallies, the open country 
by the Arabs ; all provisions were intercepted ; 
each day aggravated the sickness and famine; 
and about the same time a retreat was found 
to be necessary and impracticable. The Oriental 
writers confess, that Louis might have escaped, 
if he would have deserted his subjects : he was 
made prisoner, with the greatest part of his no- 
bles ; all who could not redeem their lives by 
service or ransom were inhumanly massacred ; 
and the walls of Cairo were decorated with a 
circle of christian heads.* The king of France 
tiTity^iB was loaded vnth chains; but the generous vic- 
AJD. 1990. ^^^f ^ great grandson of the brother of Saladin, 
Miy'c!" ^^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^ honour to his royal captive ; and 
his deliverance, with that of his soldiers, was 
obtained by the restitution of Damietta,' and 
the payment of four hundred thousand pieces 
of gold. In a soft and luxurious climate, the 

* Savary, in bis agrecrable Lettre sur I'Egypt, lias giren a detcnp- 
tion of Damietta (toin. i, lettre xxiii, p. 274-290), and a narrative of 
tbe ezptdilion of St. Loaifl (nv, p. S06-360). 

' For tbe ransom of St, Louis, a million of byiants was ai?.ed aad 
granted ; but tbe sultan*s generosity reduced tbat sum to 800,0(Nf b^- 
tants, wbicb are valued by Joinvillo at 400,000 Frencb Hrres of Ilia 
own time, and expressed by Matthew Paris by 100,000 marks of fflrer 
(Daeaage, Dissertation zz, sor Joinville). 
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degenerate children of the comp0.mou$ of Nou chap. 
reddiu and Saladin were incapable of resisting 
the flower of European chivalry : they trium- 
phied by the arms of their slaves or Mamalukes, 
the hardy natives of Tartary,'who, at a tender 
age, had been purchased of the Syrian nier- 
cbant9y and were educated in the camp and pa- 
lace of the sultan. But Egypt soon afforded a 
new example of the danger of praetorian bands; 
aad the rage of these ferocious animals, who had 
been let loose on the strangers, was provoked 
to devour their benefactor. In the pride of 
conquest, Touran Shaw, the last of his race, 
was murdered by his Mamalukes; and the 
most daring of the assassins entered the cham- 
ber of the captiye king, with drawn scymetars, 
and their hands imbrued in the blood of their 
sultan. The firmness of Louis commanded 
their respect ;« their avarice prevailed over cru- 
elty and zeal ; the treaty was accomplished ; 
and the king of France, with the relics of his 
army, was permitted to embark for Palestine, 
He wasted four years within the walls of Acre, 
nnable to visit Jerusalem, and unwilling to re- 
turn without glory to his native country. 

The memory of his defeat excited Louis, af- 
ter sixteen years of wisdom and repose, to un- 
dertake the seventh and last of the crusades. 

* The idea of the emin to choose liOvii for their tiiltaD, if icnoiMly 
attested by Joinvflle (p. 77, 78), and does not appear to me to absurd 
u to M. de Voltaire (Hist. Oenerale, torn, li, p. 186, 887). The M a- 
Bslakes themselves were strangers, rebels, and equals ; they had felt 
Ui raloor, they hoped his conversion ; and soch a motion, which was 
aoi seconded, might be made, perhaps by a secret christian, in their 
tmraltuMis assembly. 
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CHAP His finances were restored, his kingdom was 
' , enlarged; a new generation of warriors had 



«*^« #«#)»*» 



arisen, and he embarked, with fresh confidence, 
at the head of six thousand horse and thirty 
thousand foot. The loss of Antioch had pro- 
voked the enterprise : a wild hope of baptizing 
the king of Tunis tempted him to steer for the 
African coast; and the report of an immense 
treasure reconciled his troops to the delay of 
their voyage to the Holy land. Instead of a 
|^\'^j^^*j^ he found a siege ; the French panted 

Uete'nt?* ^°^ ^^^^ ^^ *^® burning sands ; St Louis ex- 
crosadf, pired in his tent; and no sooner had he closed 
A^.ss. ' his eyes, than his son and successor gave the 
signal of the retreat.*" " It is thus," says a 
lively writer, •* that a christian king died near 
** the ruins of Carthage, waging war against the 
** sectaries of Mahomet, in a land to which 
** Dido had introduced the deities of Syria.'" 
TheMft- A more unjust and absurd constitution can- 
Tf Ej^p^ not be devised, than that which condemns the 
natives of a country to perpetual servitude, un- 
der the arbitrary dominion of strangers and 
slaves^ Yet such has been the state of Egypt 
above five hundred years. The most illustri- 
ous sultans of the Baharite and Borgite dynas- 
ties'' were themselves promoted from the Tar- 

* See the eKpedition in the Annals of St. Louis, by William de Nan- 
i^it, p. 370-287, and the Arabic Extracts, p. 545, 556, of the JLonvre 
edition of JoinTillc. 

* Voltaire, Hiit Generale, tom. ii, p, S91. 

* The chronology of the two dynaitiet of Mamalukei, the Babarites, 
Turks or TarUrs of &ipxak, and the Borgites» Circassians, is given by 
Pocock (Prolegom. ad Abnlpharag. p. 0-Sl) and de Goignes (tom. I, p. 
M4-270} ; their history from Abulfcda, Macrisi, Sec. to the beginnug 
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tar and Circassian bands ; and the four-and- chap, 
twenty beys, or military chiefs, have ever been 
succeeded, not by their sons, but by their ser- 
vants. They produce the great charter of their 
liberties, the treaty of Selini the first Mrith the 
republic;^ and the Othman emperor still ac- 
cepts from Egypt a slight acknovrledgment of 
tribute and subjection. With some breathing 
intervals of peace and order, the two dynasties 
are marked as a period of rapine and blood- 
shed f but their throne, however shaken, re- 
posed on the two pillars of discipline and va- 
lour ; their sway extended over Egypt, NUbia, 
Arabia, and Syria; their Mamalukes were mul- 
tiplied from eight hundred to twenty-five thou- 
sand horse ; and their numbers were increased 
by a provincial militia of one hundred and seven 
thousand foot^ and the occasional aid of sixty- 
six thousand Arabs.* Princes of such power 
and spirit could not long endure on their coast 

of the fifteentli centnry, by the same H. de Guignet (torn, if, |i. 
UO^SS). 

> Savary, Lettres iiur TEgypte, tem. ii, Icttre $▼, p. 189.208. I Bach 
qaettion the authenticity of this copy ; yet it it trui;, that lultan Selim 
concluded a treaty with the CircaMians or Mamahiket 'of Egypt, and 
left them in potsettion of aims, riches, and powers. See a new Abreg^ 
de THistoire Ottomane, composed in Egypt, a.od translated by M Di- 
geoR (torn, i, p. 66-68, Paris, 1781), a curions, authentic, and national 
liistory. 

" Si totnm quo regnnm occnpirnnt tempns respicias, presertin 
qnod fini propius, reperies illnd bellis, pugnis, isjariis, ac rapinis 
refertum (Al Jannabi, apud Pocock, p. SI). The reign of Mohanmcd 
(A. D. 1S11-1S41) affords an happy exception (de Gnignes, torn, if, p. 
808-210). 

' They are now redaced to 6600 j but the ezpence of each Maauu 
loke may be rated at 100 lonis; and Egypt groans under the aYarica 
and insolence of these strangers (Voyages de Volney, torn, i, p. M* 

m). 
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CHAP, an hostile and independent nation ; and if the 
,..!^l^.,rain of the Franks was postponed about forty 



years, they were indebted to the cares of an un- 
settled reign, to the invasion of the Moguls, and 
to the occasional aid of some warlike pilgrims. 
Among these, the English reader will obsefve 
the name of our first Edward, who assumed the 
cross in the lifetime of his father Henry. At 
the head of a- thousand soldiers, the future con- 
, queror of Wales and Scotland delivered Acre 
^om a siege ; marched as far as Nazareth with 
an army of nine thousand men; emulated the 
fame of his uncle Richard ; extorted, by valour, 
a ten years truce; and escaped, with a danger^ 
ous wound, from the dagger of a fanatic ossassiH^ 
LoMtff Antioch,!* whose situation had been less ex* 
a.d?u!m, posed to the calamities of the holy war, was 
June w. filially occupicd and ruined by Bondocdar, or 
Bibars, sultan of Egypt and Syria ; the Latin 
principality was extinguished; ^nd the first seat 
of the christian name was dispeopled by the 
slaughter of seventeen, and the captivity of one 
hundred thousand of her inhabitants. The 
maritime towns of Laodicea, Gabala, Tripoli, 
Berytus, Sidon, Tyre, and Jaffa, and the strong- 
er castles- of the hospitalers and templars, suc- 
cessively fell ; and the whole existence of the 
Franks was confined to the city and colony of 

* 9tc Carte'* History of EnglMid,.?oL it, p« 165-175, and hit origi- 
nal aiithdra, Tbotnat Wilkes and Waller Hemlogford (1. iii, e. S4, U>, 
in Calebs Oolleetlon (torn; ii, p. 97, 6S»4»2), Thc> are both igMraut 
of th\e priiieeii'-Blea]Mt*s piet j i» sackiBg tiM poisoned womid, aod lav- 
ing her hmbaiul at'tlw risk of iier own life. 

' Sanatni, Secret Fideliam Cmcis, 1. iii, p. xii, c. 9, aad de 
Guignes, Hist, dcs Hobs, torn, iv, p. 143, from the Arabic hist^ 
rians. 
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St. John 6f Acre, which is sometimeedeseribed chap. 
by the more classic title of Ptolemats. 

After the loss of Jerusalem, Acre,"* which is 
distant about seventy miles, became the metrO* 
polis of the Latin christians, and was adorned 
with strong and stately buildings, with aque* 
ducts, an artificial port, and a double walL 
The population was inci^eased- by (he incessant 
streams of pilgrims and fngrtiTes : in the pauses 
of JV6stiIity the trade of the East and West was^ 
attracted to this convenient statiota'; and the 
iMai^ket coiiKi oflfer the produce of every clime 
and the iirteffpreters of every tongue. But in 
ttris conflii^ of nations, every vice was propa^ 
giBited atidf practised : of all the disciples of Jesus 
and MahoMet, the male and feitaale inhabitants 
of Acre were esteemed the most corriipt j nor 
couM the abuse of rehgjon be corrected by the 
d^iplii^ie of law. The ci*y had many sove- 
reigns, and n^o government. The kings of Je- 
rusalem and Cyprus, of the house of Ln^ignan, 
the princes of Antioch, the counts of Tripoli 
and Sidon, the great masters of the hospital, the 
temple, and the teutonic order, the republics of 
Venice, Genoa, and Pida, the pope's legate, the 
kings of France and England, assumed an ii^ 
dependent command ; seventeen tribunals exer- 
cised the power of life and death ; every crimi- 
nal was protected in the adjacent quarter; and 
the perpetual jealousy of the nations often burst 

* The state of Acre is represented in all the chronicles of* the tiihe% 
and most accurately in John Yillani, 1. vii, c 144, in MoMtorl, flJb^ 
tores Rer«m Italicaram, torn, xiii, p. SS7, MS. 
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CHAP, forth in acts of violence and blood. Some ad- 
^^[J^^ venturers, who disgraced the ensign of the cross, 
^ ''compensated their want of pay by the plunder 
of the mahometan Tillages; nineteen Syrian 
merchants, who traded under the public faith, 
were despoiled and hanged by the christians ; 
and the denial of satisfaction justified the arms 
of the sultan KhaliL He marched against Acre, 
at thci head of sixty thousand horse and one 
hundred and forty thousand foot : his train of 
artillery (if I may use the word) was numerous 
and weighty ; the separate timbers of a single 
engine were transported in one hundred wag- 
gons; and the royal historian Abulfeda, who 
served with the troops of Hamah, was himselt 
a spectator of the holy war. Whatever might 
be the vices of the Fj:anks, their courage was 
rekindled by enthusiasm and despair ; but they 
' were torn by the discord of seventeen chiefs, 
and overwhelmed on all sides by the powers of 
the Sultan. After a siege of thirty-three days, 
of Ae^, the double wall was forced by the Moslems ; 
H<dyi!ui4 *^® principal tower yielded to their engines;* 
Ma' \?'' ^^ M amalukes made a general assault ; the 
city was stormed ; and death or slavery was 
the lot of sixty thousand christians. The con* 
vent, or rather fortress, of the templars resisted 
three days longer ; but the great master was 
pierced with an arrow ; and, of five hundred 
knights, only ten were left alive, less happy 
than the victims of the sword, if they lived to 
suffer on a scalffold in the unjust and cruel pro- 
scription of the whole order. The king of Je- 
rusalem, the patriarch, and the great master of 
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the hospital, effected their retreat to the shore; chap. 
but the sea was rough, the vessels were insuf- ^^^* 
ficient ; and great numbers of the fugitives were 
drowned before they could reach the isle of Cy- 
prus, which might comfort Lusignan for the loss 
of Palestine. By the command of the sultan, 
the churches and fortifications of the Latin 
cities were demolished ; a motive of avarice or 
fear still opened the holy sepulchre to some 
devout and defenceless pilgrims ; and a mourn- 
ful and solitary silence prevailed along the coast 
which had so long resounded with tlie world's 

DEBATE.' 

' S«e the final cxpoltion of th« Franks, in Sanutns, L iii, p. xii, «• 
11-22. Abnlfeda, Hacrin, dec. in dc Goignes, torn, ir, p« 109, Itit 
aad Vcrtot, tm. i, I. iii, p. 407<428. 
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CHAP. LX. 

^chhm of the Greeks and Latins — St^^te qf C^m" 
stantinople — Revolt of the Bulgarians — fswLc 
Angelus dethroned by his brother Alexia — 
Origin of the fourth crusade — AUiqnce oftfyfi 
frejich and Venetians with the sqn of I^mp — 
Thetr naval expedition to Constantinople---^ Thfi 
two sieges oftdfinqi conquest of the dty by the 
Latins. 

CHAP. The restoration of the Western empire Tjy 
Charlemagne was speedily followed by th^ se- 



«#»^^^»^#« 



schiim of paration of the Greek and Latin churches.' A 
'^ religious and national animosity still divides the 
two largest communioi^s of the christian world ; 
and the schism of Constantinople, by alienating 
her most useful allies, and providing her most 
dangerous enemies, has precipitated the decline 
and fall of the Roman empire in the East. 
Their aTflr^ ^^ *^^ coursc of the prcseut history, the aver- 
Sum.^* »ion of the Greeks for the Latins has been often 
visible and conspicuous. It was originally de- 
rived from the disdain of servitude, inflamed^ . 
after the time of Constantine, by the pride of 
equality or dominion ; and finally exasperated 
by the preference which their rebellious subjects 

* In the succefsiire centories, from the nintli to the eightemtfa^ 
Moftheim traces the schisin of the Greeks with learning, cleatnew 
and impartiality ; the filwque (Institat Hist Eedes. p. «7T), htm, 
III, p. Wl. PhotiQs, p. W7, t06. Michael Cemlariw, p. IV*, 
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had ^%en to the alliaBce of the Franks. In chap. 
every age, the Greeks were proud of their supe- ,^,^,,, 
riority in profane and religious knowledge; 
they had first received the light of Christianity ; 
they had pronounced the decrees of the seven 
general councils : they alone possessed the lan- 
gui^e of scripture and philosophy; nor should 
the barbarians immersed in the darkness of the 
West,^ presume to argue on the high and mys- 
terious questious of theological science. Those 
barbarians despised in their turn the restless 
and subtle levity cf the Orientals, the authors 
of every heresy ; and blessed their own simpli- 
city, larhich was content to hold the tradition of 
the apostolic charch. Yetjn the seventh cen- 
tury, die synods of Spain, and afterwards of 
France, improved or corrupted the Nicene 
creed, on the mysterious subject of the third 
pei*soh of the trinity.* In the long controversies Proc«d-* 
of the East, the nature and generation of the Soiy'*^ 
Christ had been scrupulously defined ; and the ^*»»*- 
well-known relation of father and son seemed to 
convey a faint image to the human mind. The 
idea of birth was less analogous to the Holy 
Spirit, who, instead of a divine gift or attribute, 
was considered by the catholics as a substance, 
a person, a god ; he was not begotten, but in 
the orthodox style he proceeded. Did he pro- 

|Aiif«f vwex** ynvn/bcoT* (Phot. Epist. p. 47, edit. Montacat). The On- 
entmle patriarch contrntiet to apply the insages of Ihnnder, earthquake, 
hail, wild boar, pr«coriort of Antlcbrii t, Me, Stc, 

« The nytteriooa subject of the proceuion of the Holy Ohott ia 
dUcutsed in the hiatorieal, theological, and controverrial tenae, or 
noDsciite, by the Jennt Pctmoa (Dogoiata Theologies, torn, ii, L i^ 
P.S62.440. 
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CHAP, ceed from the Father alone, perhaps by the Son ? 
,,.h!i',^or from the Father and the Son? Thfe first of 
these opinions was asserted by the Greeks, the 
second by the Latins ; and the addition to the 
Nicene creed of the vford Jilioque, kindled the 
flame of discord between the Oriental and the 
Gallic churches. In the origin of the dispute, 
the Roman pontifiis afiected a character of neu- 
trality and moderation :* they c&ndemned the 
innovation, but they acquiesced in the senti- 
ment, of their Transalpine brethren : they 
seemed desirous of casting a veil of silence and 
charity over the superfluous research ; and in 
the ^correspondence of Charlemagne and Leo 
the third, the pope assumes the liberality of > a 
statesman, and the prince descends to the pas- 
sions and prejudices of a priest.* But the or- 
thodoxy of Rome spontaneously obeyed the 
impulse of her temporal policy; and the^to^^, 
which Leo wished to erase, was transcribed ih 
the symbol, and chaunted in the liturgy of the 
Vatican. The Nicene and Athanasian creeds 
are held as the catholic faith, without which 
none can be saved ; and both papists and pro- 
testants must now sustain and return the ana- 

' Before the thrioe of St Peter he placed two shields of the wei^t 
of 94| pounds of pure silver $ on which he inscribed the text of both 
creeds (ntroque symbolo) pro amore et coMtel orthodoue fidei (Anastai. 
in Leon iii, in Mnratori, torn, iii, pars i, p. 208). His langnage most 
clearly proves, that neither the filioqne nor the Athanasian creed were 
received at Rome about the year 830. 

* The missi of Charlemagne pressed him to dcdare that all who re- 
jected the/Itoftic, at least the doctrine, mnst be damned. All, replies 
the pope, are not capable of reaching the altiora myiteria, qui potnertt 
et con voluerit, salvns esse non potest (Collect. Council, torn. i%§ p* 
t77-S(M»). The pUumi would leave a large loop4i9l€ of salfutioii I 
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themasofthe Greeks, who deny the procession chap. 
of the Holy Ghost from the Son, as well as from ^ 



the Father. Such articles of faith are not sus- 
ceptible of treaty,; but the rules of discipline J^^^ 
will vary in remote and independent churches; ^^^*' 
and the reason, even of divines, might allow 
that the difference is inevitable and harmless. 
The craft or superstition of Rome has imposed 
on her priests and deacons the rigid obligation 
of celibacy ; among the Greeks, it is confined 
to the bishops; the loss is compensated by dig- 
nity, or annihilated by age ; and the parochial 
clergy, the papas, enjoy Tthe conjugal society of 
the wives whom they have married before their 
entrance into holy orders. A question cout 
ceming llie azyms was fiercely debated in the 
eleventh century, and the essence of the eucha- 
rist was supposed in the East and West to de- ' 
pendon the use of leavened or unleavened bread. 
Shall I mention in a serious history the furious 
reproaches that were urged against the Latins, 
vfho for a long while remained on the defen- 
sive ? They neglected to abstain, according to 
the apostolical decree, from things strangled, 
and from blood ; they fasted, a Jewish^ observ- 
ance ! on the Saturday of each week ; during 
the first week of Lent they permitted the use of 
milk aad cheese;' their infirm monks were in- 
dulged in the taste of flesh ; -and animal grease 
^as substituted for the want of vegetable oil : 

' In France, after tone harsher laws, the ecdeiiattical diicipline ii 
■ow rdased ; milk, cheese, and batter, are become a perpetual, aad 
•Kgt an aannal, indulgence in Lent (Vie pri? ^ det Fran^oit, tan. ii, 
p. 17-18. ' 
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CHAP, the boljr cjl^risro or uQctioa im foaptim wm re- 
.,....J..« served to th^^pisicopal or4er: iChe bifihopsi, as 
tb^ bridegroQEU* <rf their cburcbes, were decorait- 
ed wUJi riings ; thw puiests abftved tbejr faces, 
and baptized by a 8N»gIe wonecsioD. Suck were 
the crloaes wbicb proi^oked the zeal of the pa- 
triarchs of CoostautiQ^le, aiid which were jus- 
tified with equal zeal by the doctors of tfaeL^tin 
church.' 
^iwJJlu" Bigotry and jQatioual tversioa are powerful 
of photi- magnifiers of every object of dispute; but the 
arch of" imnaediate cause of the ischism of the Greeks may 
Jjnopi^ be traced in the emulation of the leadiogprelates 
^o^ei^^ who maintained the supremacy of the old metro- 
A. D. 867' poiis superior to all, and of the reigning capital, 
inferior to none, in the christian world. A*bout 
tlie middle of the nintii century, Photius,^ an 
ambitious layman, the captain of the guards and 
principal secretary, was promoted by merit and 
favour to the more desirable office of patriarch 
of Constantinople. In science, even ecclesiasti- 
cal science, he surpassed the clergy of the age; 
and the purity of his morals has never been im- 
peached ; but his ordination was hasty, bis rise 
was irregular ; and Ignatius, his abdicated pre- 
decessor, was yet supported by the public ^om- 

> The original moDuments of the 8chUiii,pf the charges of the Grcski 
against the Latins, are deposited in tbe epbtles of Photius 0£piit. 
EacyeUca, if, p. 47 61>, and of Hkhael Cerolariof (Caniiii ABtii|. Vmt^ 
ti^net, torn, iii, p. i, p. 281.^24, edit Basnase, with the prolix aoawfir 
of cardinal Humbert). 

^ The tenth irolume of the Venice edition of the Conncila cMi- 
tains all the acts of the synods, and history of Photins ; they we 
abridged, with a fiiint tinge of prejudice or pnidcnce, by Dopin wi4 
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passion, and the obstinacy of his adherents, chap. 
They appealed to the tribunal of Nicholas the^^j^^^,^ 
first, one of the proudest and most aspiring of 
the Romaa poAtiffs, who embraced the weLcoine 
opportunity of judging a^d condemning his ri- 
val of the Bast* Their quarrel was embittered 
by a conflict of jurisdiction over the king and 
nation of the Bulgarians ; nor was their recent 
conversion to Christianity of much avail to either 
prelate, unless he could number die proselytes 
amoDg the subjects of his power. With the 
aid of his court, the Greek patriarch was vtete- 
rious ; but in the furious contest he deposed, 
in his turn, the successor of St. Peter, and in- 
volved the Latin church in the reproach of 
heresy and schism. Photius sacrificed the peace 
of the world to a short and precarious reigu : 
he fell with his patron, the Caesar Bardas ; and 
Basil the Macedonian, performed an act o/ jus- 
tice in the restoration of Ignatius, whose age 
and dignity had not been sufficiently respected. 
From his monastery, or prison, Photius solicit^ 
ed the favour of the emperor by pathetic com- 
plaints and artful flattery ; and the eyes of his 
rival were scarcely closed, when he was again 
restored to the throne of Constantinople. After 
the death of Basil, he experienced the vicissi- 
tudes of courts and the ingratitude of a royal 
pupil : the patriarch was again deposed ; and 
in his last solitary hourjs he might regret the 
freedom of a secular and studious life. In each 
revolution, the breath, the nod, of the sovereign 
had been accepted by a submissive clergy ( and 
a synod of thi«e hundred bishops was always 
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CHAP, prepared to hail the triumph, or to stigmatize 
r*.^.,****the fall, of the holy, or the execrable, Photius/ 



By a delusive promise of succour or reward, 
the popes were tempted to countenance these 
various proceedings v and the synods of Con- 
stantinople were ratified by their epistles or 
legates. But the court and the people, Igna- 
tius and Photius, were equally adverse to their 
claims ; tl^eir ministers were insulted or impri- 
soned ; the procession of the Holy Ghost was 
forgotten; Bulgaria was for ever annexed to the 
Byzantine throne; and the schism was prolong- 
ed by the rigid censure of all the multiplied or- 
dinations of an irregular patriarch. The dark- 
ness and corruption of the tenth century sus- 
pended the intercourse, without reconciling the 
minds, of the two nations. But when the Nor 
man sword restored the churches of Apulia to 
the jurisdiction of Rome, the departing flock 
was warned, by a petulent epistle of the Greek 
patriarch, to avoid and abhor the errors of the 
Latins. The rising majesty of Rome could no 
The popes longer brook the insolence of a rebel ; and Mi- 
nkJte Ae chacl Ccrularius was excommunicated in the 
of tl^** heart of Constantinople by the pope's legates. 
■|«n*«^^ Shaking the dust from their feet, they deposited 
Greek*, on the altar of St. Sophia a djreful anathema,*' 
ja?y ic. * which enumerates the seven mortal heresies of 
the Greeks, and devotes the guilty teachers, and 

■ Tkc synod of Conttantinoplc, held in tlie yctr MO, is the eighth of 
tho genenl conncili, the last assembly of die Sast wkich is recognised 
by the Roman charch. Sbc r^ccu the synod of Constantinople of the 
years M7 and 870, which were, however, eqoally n n m o rons and noiqr I 
tet they vcro Af owaUe to Photins. 

; ict Ihii anat hw a in the Couneili, torn, li, y. ItfTJiOO. 
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their unhappy sectaries, to the etenial society chap. 
of the devil and his angels. According to the ,.,^,^,,, 
emergencies of the church and state, a friendly 
correspondence was sometimes resumed ; the 
language of charity and concord was sometimes 
affected ; but the Greeks have never recanted 
their errors; the popes have never repealed 
their sentence ; and from this thunderbolt we 
may date the consummation of the schism. It 
was enlarged by each ambitious step of the Ro- 
man pontiff's : the emperors blushed and trem- 
bled at the ignominious fate of their royal bre- 
thren of Germany ; and the people was scan- 
dalized by the temporal power and military life 
of the Latin clergy.* 

The aversion of the Greeks and Latins was Eudty 
nourished and manifested in the three first ex- oreeL 
peditions to the Holy land. Alexius Gomnenus 5Jl^^ 
contrived the absence atleagitof theformidable^'^'ii^'^ 
pilgrims : his successors, l\f anuel and Isaac An- 
gelus, coiispired with the Moslems for the ruin 
of the greatest princes of the Franks ; and their 
crooked and malignant policy was seconded by 
the active and voluntary obedience of every 
order of their subjects. Of this hostile temper, 
a large portion may doubtless be ascribed to 
the difference of language, dress, and manners, 
which severs and alienates the nations of the 
globe. The pride, as well as the prudence of 
the sovereign, was deeply wounded by the in- 

> Anna Comnena (Alexiad, 1. i, p« tl-St) reprctcnU the abhorrence, 
not only of the chnrcb, bnt of the palace, for Gregory tii, the popes, 
and the Latin commnnion. The style of Cinnamos and Nicetas is stUI 
Bore Tdiement. Yet how cahn is the foice of hiitary, coMparcd witli 
thitofpaleiiacs! 
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CHAP, (rusion of foreigti: armieB, that daimed the right 
^ 6{ traversing his domiiiion^, anid passing under 
ihe v^ailsr of hte capita); his Subjects were. in- 
sulted and plundered by the rude strangers of 
the West, and the hatred of the pusillanimous 
Greeks was sharpened by secret envy of the 
b6ld and pious enterprises of the Franks. But 
lUrese profane causes of national ennlity- were 
fortified and enflamed by the venom ef mI^ious 
zeal. Instead of a> kind embraee/an hospita- 
bite' reception from their christian bi*e&ren of 
^e East, every tongue was tangiit to repeat the 
i^ttnies of schismatic and heretic, nN>re odious 
to an* ot*thodox ear than those of pagan and in- 
fidel; instead of being loved lor the general 
cofifoimity of faith and worship, fhey were ab- 
hori^d'for some, rules of discipline,* some ques- 
tion$» of theology, in which themselves or their 
teachers might differ from the Oriental church. 
In the crusade of Louis the seventh, the Greek 
clergy washed and purified the altars which had 
been defiled by the sacrifice of a French priest. 
The companions of Frederic Barbarossa deplore 
the injuries which they endured, both in word 
and deed, from the peculiar rancour of the bi- 
shops and monks. Their prayers and- sermons 
excited the people against the impious barba- 
rians ; and the patriarch is accused of declaring, 
that the faithful might obtain the redemption 
of all their sins by the extirpation of the schis- 
matics ;" an enthusiast, named Dorotheuci, 

* His flaiDon^nom hUtorian (d« Expedlti Aiiat. FVed. i» iii C^ 
LccUen, Antlq. ton. Ui, put il, p. 511, edit. Btteage) m^ititei 
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afarmed tlie fears, and restored tise coiiiiden<;e. chap. 

LX- 



of the emperor, by a prophetic assurafiee, that 
the German heretic, after assaulting the gate of 
Blachernes, would be made a signal example 
of the divine vengeance. The passage of these 
mighty armies were rare and perilous events; 
but the crusades introduced a heqaient and fa- 
miliar intercourse between the two nations^ 
which enlarged their knowledge, without abat- 
ing their prejudices. The wealth and luxury of JHjf ^ 
Constantinople demanded f^e productions of Constan- 
every climate ; these imports were balanced by ^^^^' 
the art and labour of her numeroue inhabitants; 
her situation invites the commerce of the world; 
and, in every period of her existience, that com- 
merce has been in the hands of foreigners. Af- 
ter the declineof Amalphi, the Venetians, Pisans, 
and Genoese introduced their factories and set- 
tlements into the capital of the empire ; their 
services were rewarded with honours and im- 
munities ; they acquired the possession of lands 
and bouses ; their families were multiplied by 
marriages with the natives ; and after the toler- 
ation of a roahometan mosque, it was impossible 
to interdict the churches of the Roman rite.' 



MrmoBf of the Greek patriarch, qnomodo OrfteU iDJoDxerat iu 
rimcfli peecatonmi peregrines occidere et delere de terra. Tagioo 
obscrret (Id Scriptoret Freher. torn, i, p. 409, edit Stmr.) Gr«ci h«- 
reticot not appellant : clerici et monachi dictis et factis perteqnnntur. 
We auiy add the declaration of the emperor Baldwin fifteen years af> 
terwards : Hsbc est (jgetu) qasB Latinos omnes non hominam nomine, 
led caattm dignabatnr ; quorom sanguinem elfiindere pene^ inter 
aerita repntabant (Gesta Innocent iii, c. 02, in Mnratori 3cript Re- 
nun Italicamra, torn, iii, pars i, p. 636). There may be some ex< 
iggeration ; bat it was as effectual for the action and re-action of 
hatred. 
* See Anna Conmena (Alexiad. 1. ? i, p. 161, 162), and a remark- 
able 
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CHAP. The two Wives of Manuel Coronenus* were of 
^ the race of the Franks; the first, a sister-in-law 
of the emperor Conrad ; 4he second, a daughter 
of the prince 6f Antioch : he obtained for his 
son Alexius a daughter of Philip Augustus king 
of France ; and he bestowed his own daughter 
on a marquis of Montserrat, who was educated 
and dignified in the palace of Constantinople. 
The Greek encountered the arms, and aspired 
to the empire, of the West; he esteemed the va- 
lour, and trusted the fidelity of the Franks ;>• 
their military talents were unfitly recompensed 
by the lucrative offices of judges and treasurers; 
the policy of Manuel had solicited the alliance of 
the pope ; and the popular voice accused him of 
a partial bias to the nation and religion of the 
Latins."! During his reign, and that of his suc- 
cessor Alexius, they were exposed at Constan- 
tinople to the reproach of foreigners, heretics, 
and favourites; and this triple guilt was severely 
expiated in the tumult, which announced the re- 
turn and elevation of Andronicus/ The people 

able pasMge of Nicetas (in Manuel. I. v, c. 9), who obtcnres of tlie 
yenetiant, amw r/M«yii luu f f«Tfi«c rw lUrr«VT<wir»Xtr tv; uMUaf vXXM^arrd, 
4ic. 

* Dncange, Fam. Byzant. p. 186, 187. 

' Nicetas in Manuel. 1. vii, c. 2. Regnante enlm (Manacle) 

apud eum tantam Latinat popnlns repererat gratiam ut neglecds Gns* 

cnlis tuU tanqnam yijis mollibns ct effiaeminatis, lolit Latinii 

frandia committeret negotia erga eoi profiifi liberalitate abos- 

dabat ex omDi orbc ad enra tanquam ad benefactorem nobilei ct 

ignobiles concurrebant. Willenn. Tyr. xxii, c. 10. 

4 Tbc suspicions of the Greeks would have been confirmed, if they 
bad seen the political epistles of Manuel to pope Alexander iii, the 
enemy of bis enemy Frederic i, in which the emperor declares his 
wish of uniting the Greeks and Latins as one flock under one shepherd, 
Ac. (See Flenry, Hist Eccles. torn, xy, p. 187, 213, 243). 

' See the Greek and Latin narratives in Nicetas (in Alexio Coroocno, 

clO* 
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rose in arms ; from the Asiatic shore the tyrant c iai?. 
despatched his troops and gallies to assist the 
national revenge, and the hopeless resistance of ^^^^ 
the iitrangers served only to jiistify the rage and •■^''iig^ 
sharpen the daggers of the assassins. Neither 
age nor sex, nor the ties of friendship or kind- 
red, conld save the victims of national hatred, 
and avarice, and religious zeal ; the Latins were 
slaughtered in their houses and in the streets ; 
their guarter was reduced to ashes, the clergy 
were burnt in their churches, and the sick in 
their hospitals ; and some estimate may be 
formed of the slain from the clemency which ^ 
sold above four thousand christians in perpetual 
slavery to the Turks. The priests and monks 
were the loudest and most aictive in the destruc^^ 
tion of the schismatics ; and. they chaunted a 
thanksgiving io the Lord, when the head of a 
Roman cardinal, the pope's legate, was severed 
from his body, fastened to the tail oi a dog, and 
dragged, .with savage mockery, through the 
city. The more diligent of the strangers had 
retreated on the first alarm to their vessels, iaind 
escaped through the Hellespont from the scene 
of blood. In their flight, they burnt and ravaged 
two hundred miles of the sea^coairt; inflicted a 
severe revenge on the guiltless subjects of the 
' empire ; marked the priests and monks as their 
peculiar enemies; and compensated, by the ac- 
cumulation of plunder, the loss of their propei- 
ty and friends. On their return, they exposed- 

c. 10) and Williun of Tyre (1. xxii, c. 10. 11, 12, IS) \ the firit lof 
tnd concise, thf M^cond lond, copions, and tragical. 
VOL. XI. N 
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CHAP, to Italy and Europe the wealth and wtakneas, 
,..!l!l'...the perfidy and maliee of the Greeks, whoae 



yices were painted as the ^nuin/e charactera of 
heresy and schianii T(ie acMraples of the first 
crusaders had neglected the fairest opportusH 
ties of secuiwg, by the posscasioB of Gonstaa* 
tinople, the way to the Holy land ; a domestic 
revolution invited, and almost compelled tiie 
French and Venetians to achieve the eonquaat 
of the Roman empire of the East 
Reign uifi Id the series of the Byzantine princes, 1 have 
of wT' exhibited the hypocrisy and ambition^ the ty- 
iTmff.^'^^^y ^^^ ^^^^> ^^ Andronicua, the last male of 
^- ^^ the Comnenian £amily, who reigned at Constan* 
tiaople. The revolution, which cast him head- 
long from the throne, saved and exalted Isaac 
Angelus,* who descended by the females frmn 
the same imperial dynasty. The successor of 
a second Nero might have found it an easy task 
to deserve the esteem and afiection of his sub«- 
jects ; they sometimes had reason to regret the 
administration of Andronicus. The sound and 
vigorous mind of the tyrant was capable of dis- 
cerning the connection between his own and the 
public interest ; and while he was feared by all 
who could inspire him with fear, the unsus* 
pected people, and the remote provinces, might 
bless the inexorable justice of their master. 
But his successor was vain and jealous of the 
supreme power, which he wanted courage and 

' The history of the reign of Isaac Aiifeliis is compotctf, in tliren 
books, by the senator Nicetas (p. S28-200) ; and his offices of logoUietiep 
or principal secretary, and juiige of the Teilor palace, conld not bribe 
the impartiality of the historian He wrote, it is tr ae,\fter the Ml and 
death of his benefactor 
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abilities to exercise ; his vicefe w6W perhtcious, ch^v. 
his virtues (if he possessed any virtues) wiefe,, 
useless to mankind; and the Greeks, vfho im- 
puted their calamities to his negligence, denied 
him the merit of any transient or accidental be- 
nefits of the times. Isaac slept on the throne, 
and was awakened only by the souAd of plea- 
sure ; his vacant hours Were amused by come- 
dians and buffoons, and even to these buffoons 
the emperor was an object of contempt ; his 
feasts and buildings exceeded the examples of 
royal luxury; the number of his eunuchs and 
domestics amounted to twenty thousand ; and 
the daily sum of four thousand' pounds of sil- 
ver would swell to four millions sterling the 
annual expence of his household and table. 
His poverty was relieved by oppression ; and 
the public discontent was inflamed by equal 
abuses in the collection and the application of 
the revenue. While the Greeks numbered the 
days of their servitude, a flattering prophet, 
whom he rewarded with the dignity of patri- 
arch, assured him of a long and victorious 
reign of thirty-two years, during which he 
Should extend his sway to mount Libanus, and 
his conquests beyond the Euphrates. But his . 
only step towards the accomplishment of the 
pr^^diction, was a splendid and scandalous em- 
bassy to Saladin,^ to demand the restitution of 

' See Bohadin, Vit. Saladio. p. 129-lSI, 226, yen. Schnltem. 'tht 
chibasAadort of Isaac was' eqhaily Yersed in the Greek, Freach, mmI 
Arabic lan^nages ; a rare instaiice in those times. His embassies wen 
i^ceived with honoor, dismissed witbont effect, and rep«il|«d With 
seamidal in the West. 

n2 
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CHAP, the holy sepulchre^ and to propose an offensive 
^Ji^^j^Bnd defensive league with the enemy of the 
christian name. In ihese unworthy hands, ot 
Isaac and his brother, the remains of the Greek 
empire crumbled into dust. The island of Cy- 
prus, whose name excites the ideas of elegance 
and pleasure, was usurped by his namesake, a 
Comnenian prince: and by a strange concate- 
nation of events, the sword of our English Rich- 
*ard bestowed that kingdom on the house of 
Lusignan, a rich compensation for the loss of 
Jerusalem. 
KeToitof ^^^ honour of the monarchy, and the safety 
ibcBnigft- of the capital^ were deeply wounded by the re- 
aISb^iiso. ▼olt of the Bulgarians and Wallacbians. Since 
the victory of the second Basil, they had sup- 
ported, above an hundred and seventy years, the 
loose dominion of the Byzantine princes ; but 
no effectual measures h&d been adopted to im- 
pose the yoke of laws and manners on these 
savage tribes. By the command of Isaac, their 
sole means of subsistence, their flocks and herds, 
were driven away, to contribute towards the 
pomp of the royal nuptials ; and their fierce 
warriors were exasperated by the denial of equal 
rank and pay in the military service. Peter and 
Asan, two powerful chiefs, of the race of the 
ancient kings," asserted their own rights and the 
national freedom: their demoniac impostors pro- 
claimed to the crowd, that their glorious patron, 
St. Demetrius, had for ever deserted the cause 

* DiicaDge,Fa]iiiU»yDaliBatic«,- p. S18, 310,320. The original cor. 
retpondoDce of the Bulfarian king and the Rouui pontiff is inscribed 
in tlw Getta lonocent in, c 66-82, p. 613, 525 
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of the Greeks; and the conflagration spread chap. 
from the banks of the Danube to the hills ,of ,^^^^ 
Macedoniaand Thrace. After some faint efforts, 
Isaac Angelus and his brother acquiesced in 
their independence ; and the imperial troops 
•were soon discouraged by the bones of their 
fellow-soldiers, that were scattered along the 
passes of mount Haemus. By the arms and 
policy of John or Joanices, the second kingdoift 
of Bulgaria was firmly established. The subtle 
barbarian sent an embassy to Innocent the third, 
to acknowledge himself a genuine son of Rome 
in descent and religion f and humbly received 
from the pope the license of coining money, 
the royal title, and a Latin archbishop or pa- 
triarch. The Vatican exulted in the spiritual 
conquest of Bulgaria, the first object of the 
schism; and if the Greeks could have preserved 
the perogatives of the church, they would 
gladly have resigned the rights of the mo- 
narchy. 

The Bulgarians were malicious enough to UMrpatf. 
pray for the long life of Isaac Angelus, the SJanl^ 
surest pledge of their freedom and prosperity. ^^^^ 
Yet their chiefs could involve in the same indis- a.d.iiw. 
criminate contempt, the family and nation of the Aprils, 
emperor. *' In all the Greeks," said Asan to 
his troops, *^ the same climate, and character, 

' The pope acknowledges hit pedigree, a nobill nrbii RonuB pronpii 
genitoret toi originem tnzerant. This traditioii, and the strong resem- 
blance of the Latin and Wallachian idioms, is explained by M; d'An* 
Title (EUU de PEnrope, p. 258-262). The Italian colonies of the Dacin 
of Trajan were swept away by the tide of emigration from the Danube 
to the Volga, and bronght back by another waTe from the Volga to tto 
Danube. Possible, bat strange. 
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cif AP, '^ and education, will be prodnctiTe of the vnfm 
^^,^,,," ^rujits. Behold my lance,** continued the 
warrior, ^' and the long streamers that float in 
" the wind. They differ only in colour; they 
" a!re formed of the same silk, and fashioned by 
** the same workman ; nor has the stripe ^at 
** is stained in purple, any superioir price or 
" value above its fellows."^ Sfeveral of *thei^ 
candidates for the purple successively rose wd 
fell under the empire of Isaac : a general ^kQ 
had repelled the flqets of Sicily, was driven^ to 
revolt and ruin by the ingratitude of the prince; 
and his luxurious! repose was disturbed by se- 
cret conspiracies and popular insurrections. 
The emperor was saved by accident, or the loe- 
rit of hii^ servants : he was at length oppresseft 
by an ambitious brother, ^ho, for the hope of a 
precarious diadem, forgot the obligations of na- 
ture, of loyalty, and of friendship/ While Isaac 
in the Thracian vallies pursued the idle aqd sor 
iitary pleasures of the chase, hisbrother, A^lexffxs 
Angelus, was invested with the purple, by the 
unanimous suffrage of the camp : the capitjBkl 
and the clergy subscribed to their choice ; and 
the vanity of the new sovereign rejected the 
name of his fathers for the lofty and royal ap- 
pellsition of the Comnenian race. On the des- 

r Thif ptrable U in the best MTage stUe ; but I wish the Walacb 
had not introdnced the claMic name of Mysians, the experiment o* 
Ihi' magnet or loacfstone, and the passage of an old comie poet (Ni 
eetai; in Alex. ComneDO, I. i, p, 290, ioo)' ' ' " '" 

* The Latins aggrafate the ingratitude of Alexias, by supposing 
that he had been released by his brother Isaac from Turkish captiTitv 
This pathetic tale had doubtless been repeated at Venice and Zaraj 
lint 1 do not readily discoTer its grounds in the Greek hittorians. 
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pieabte character of Isaac I have exhausted chaK 
the language of contempt ; and can only add, ^ 
that m m reign of ei^t yettrs, the baser Alexi- 
ns' was supported by the masculine vices of 
his* wife EupbrosyHe* The irst intelligence of 
his fiiU was coirveyed to the late emperor by 
the hostile aspect aoid pursuit of the guards, no 
longer bis own ; be fled before them above fifty 
Battles,, as iho* »» Stagyra in Macedonia ; but the 
fagiiive, witfaauft an object, or a follower, was 
arrested, brought back to Constantinople, de- 
prived of his eyes, and confined in a lonesome 
tovrer, on a scanty allowance of bread and 
water*. At Ae moment of Htue revolution, his 
sokk Akxius, whom* he edueated in the hope 
ofi empire, was twelWe years of age. He was 
spaved'by the usuiper, and> reduced to attend 
his triumph both in peaee and war; but as 
the: army was* encamped on the sea^shore, an 
Italian/ vessel facilitated the escape of the royal 
youth^ and^ imthe disguise of a common sailor, 
heeliided the. search of his enemies, passed the 
Hellespont, and found a- secure refuge in the isle 
sf Sicily^ Atfter saluting the threshold of the 
aposiJies^, audi imploring the protection of pope 
Innooentthe thirds >A1fexius aecepted^the kidd* 
invitation of-hiS' sister Irene^i the wife of> Philips 
of S wabia, king of the Romans. But in his pas- 
sage through Ttaly, he heard that the flower of 
Western chivalry was assembled at Venice for^ 
the deliverance of the Holy land : and a ray of 
hope was kindled in his bosom, that their invin* 



* See the rcipi of Alexias Angelw, or ConMBUt, |n the thwi% <H to 
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CHAP, cible swords might be ^mplpyed in his father^s 
J,,, restoration. 



The fourth About ten or twelve years after the loss of Je- 
aIdTiiw. rusaleiu, the nobles of France were again sum- 
moned to the holy war by the voice of a third 
prophet, less extravagant, perhaps, than Peter 
the hermit, but far below St Bernard in the 
merit of an orator and a statesman. An illite^ 
rate priest of the neighbourhood of Paris, Fulk 
of Neuilly,* forsook his parochial duty, to as- 
sume the more flattering character of a popular 
and itinerant missionary. The fame of his sanc- 
tity and-miracles was spread over the land ; he 
declainied, with severity and vehemence, against 
the Tices of the age; and his sermons, which he 
preached in the streets of Paris, conyerted the 
robbers, the usurpers, the prostitutes, and even 
the doctors and scholars of the university. No 
sooner did Innocent the third ascend the chair 
of St. Peter than he proclaimed in Italy, Ger- 
many, and France, the obligation of a new cru- 
sade.* The eloquent pontiff described the ruin 
of Jerusalem, the triumph of the pagans, and the 
shanie of Christendom : his liberality proposed 
the redemption of sins, a plenary indulgence to 
all who should serve in Palestine, either a year 
in person, or two years by a substitute;' and 

^ See Fleuiy, HiiU Ecclet. torn. ztI, p. 26, Ste» «nd Viilehardoain. 
Nt; 1, with the observations of Ducange, which I always mean to 
qnote with the origioal text. 

* The contemporary life of pope Innocent in, pabliihed by Balaic 
and Mnratori (Scriptoret Rernm Italicamm, torn, iil, pars i, p. 486- 
668), is most Talnable for the important and original docoaieiits 
which are inserted in the text. The bull of the cmsade may be read, 
c.64,6S. 

' Por-Gc ^«c cil pardon, fnt isse gran, si s*cn csneoicnt ninll.li 
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among his l^ates and orators, who blew the c"At 

sacred tcuinpet, Fulk of Neuilly was the loud- 1, 

est and most successful. The situation of the 
principal monavchs was averse to the pious 
summons. The emperor Frederic the second 
was a child, and bis kingdom of Germany was 
disputed by the rival houses of Brunswick and 
Swabia, the memorable factions of the Guelphs 
^and Ghibelines. Philip Augustus of France 
liad performed, and could not be persuaded to 
renew, the perilous vow ; but as he was not 
less ambitious of praise than of power, he cheer- 
fully instituted a perpetual fund for the defence , 
of the Holy land. Richard of England was 
isatiated with the glory and misfortunes of his 
first adventure, and he presumed to deride the 
exhortations of Fulk of Neuilly, who was net 
abashed in the presence of kings. '' Yon ad« 
*' vise me," said Planiagenet, ** to dismiss my 
'* three daughters; pride, avarice, and inconti- 
*^ nence : I bequeath them to the most deserv- 
'' ing; my pride to the knights-templars, my 
" avarice to the monks of Cisteaux, and my iu- 
** continence to the prelates."* But the preach- 
er was heard and obeyed by the great vassals, 
the princes of the second order; and Theobald, 
or Thibaut, count of Champagne, was the fore- 
most in the holy race. The valiant youth, at 
the age of twenty-two years, was encouraged 
by the domestic examples of his father, who 
marched in the second crusade and of his el* 

ciiert dei geni, ct mtilt s'eo croi^ierent, pore qve li pardoni ere a grapk 
VilldiArdoiiiii, No. 1. Oar philoiopiien may refine on the caniet of, 
the croftidcty bnt such were the gesoiBf feelings of a French kntght. 
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CHAP der brother, who had ended his days in Pal< 
,,.h!i'..-.tine with the title of king of Jerusalem: two 
thousand two hundred knights owed service 
Bmbnicedand homage to his peerage:* the nobles, of 
roM of ' Champagne excelled in all the exercises of 
F'»n««* war ;' and, by his marriage with the heiress of 
Navarre, Thibaut could draw a band of hardy 
Qaiscons from either side of the Pyrenaeaa HWiui- 
tainSp His companion in arms was Louis, coimt 
of ^lois and CJkartres ; like himself of reg^ ii- 
nc^ge^ for both the princes were nephews, at 
th^ wmi^ tim^f, of the kings, of France and Eng- 
laod^ hk a cuawd o£ prelates and barons, who 
iioitated their zeal, I distinguish the birth and 
merit of Matthew of Monlmojrency; tlie famous 
Sttnon of MJontlort^ the scoiurge e£ the Albi- 
geois ; andl a yaliant noble, Jefirey of Yillefaai^ 
douin,' marshal of Champagne,^ who has con* 
descended, in the. rude idiom o£ his age and 
country/ to write or dictate an oeiginal nana- 

* This number of fieft (of which 1800 owed Itcge honufe) was 
enroUed in tiit chureb of Sti Stepboi •!• Trojct, vnd attested, Ai d. 
1213, by the marshal mud bi|t]«r of Cbampupir .(P«^>ffg<« ObatDv. pt 
264). 

' C«iii|iatiw . • . « . nilitisB pritttegio fiftgvltriat escdSl in ty- 

rociniis ..... prohisione armorVBH ^* PpoMffy 6^ ^^ fnmtk$ (4d 
Chronicle of Jerntalem, a. q. 1177^1100. 

. < Tlie name of Vtllehiardoiiin'was tskeii from -• village Mid'caatl^ in 
the dioceie of Troyes near thfi river AUbr* bfihrcen Bw^and lArceis. 
The fanfily was ancient and nobiA; the elder branch of oar historian 
existed af^er tl^c year 1400; tfaeyonnger, which acquired the princlpa- 
litjr of Achabi„ merged in the hpi^ of ^nwf^iXkmswgt^ p^ »MA6)n 

*" This office was held by his father and his descendants ; bat Dn^ 
eange has not hunted it with his nsnal sagacity. I find that in thie yeir 
1M6, U was ill the family, of CoQflaiiss but theie {noviociali hairt bie» 
long since eclipsed by the national, marshals of France. 

' This lapgiwigf , of whicb I.shiMl pifdvee Mme speciawM* »«>plai^ 
ed bj Yigcnere andDocangf, jm&TCifioil aiwl glfiiaiy.'- Hie pttii- 
dcnt det QroiMi (Mcchaninnedei l4»glMtp iMit iv p« M) givci^ » 

the 
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tire^ pf ih» cpnoqils and acttons mnvliich be bore chap. 
a laeipprftl^le part. At (he same time, Baldwin ,^.,,^«, 
count of Flanders, who had married the sister 
of Thibant, a^umed the crosa at Br4iges, with 
his brother Hency and the principal knights 
and citizens of that rich and industrious pro* 
Yince.' The yow which the chie£i had pro- 
nou^nced in churches, they ratified in tourna- 
meo.ts : the operations of the war were debated 
in full and iDrequent assemblies ; and it was re-* 
solved to seek the deliverance of Palestine, ii^ 
%yp^ ^ country, since Saladin'n death, which 
was almost ruined by famine and civii war. 
But the fate of so many royal armies displayedi 
the toil«i and perils of a land expedition ; and, 
if the Flemings dwelt along tbe ocean, ibe 
French barons were destitute of ships, and ig- 
norant of navigation. They embraced the wi^e 
resolution of choosing six deputies or represent 
tatives, of whom Yillehardouin was one, with a 
discretionary trust to direct the motions, and 
to pledge tlie faith, of the whole confederacy 
The maritime states of Italy were alone pos 
«essed of the meajis of transporting the holy 
warriors, with ttfeir arms and horses; and the 

the example of a language wlych lias cease^ to l^e ^rei^cb, Vi^^ia^ Uft; 
4fntood only by graminariaas« 

^ Hi* age and hit bwA.e|cpresf^aV9 moi qmceste onwn.digi€{Kb^ 
62, &c) may joslify ^||f^ >>Pff ff 19° vff P^^ prpb^ble than Mr. Woo<t*ji oa 
Homer) that he could neither read nor write. Yet Champagne may 
boast of the two first historians, the noble aathori of French pro0e» 
ViUehardonin and Join f ille, 

' The crusade and reigns of the ronnts of Flanders, Baldwin and his 
brother Henry, are the sabject of a particular history by the jetyit 
Doutremens (Constantinopolis Belgicaj Turnacij 1038;^ in 4to) w^icli 
I have only seen with the eyes of Dnoinge. 
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CHAP six deputies proceeded to Venice to solicit, on 
^^^^ motives of piety or ioterest, the aid of that 



powerful republic. 
State of In the invasion of Italy by Attila, I have men- 
tjan*.*"*" tioned" the flight of the Venetians from the fel- 
^. «w. i^jj cities of the continent, and their obscure 
shelter in the chain of islands that line the ex- 
tremity of the Adriatic gulf. In the midst of 
the waters, free, indigent, laborious, and inac- 
cessible, they gradually coalesced into a re- 
public. The first foundations of Venice were 
laid in the island of Rialto ; and the annual 
election of the twelve tribunes was superseded 
by the permanent office of a duke or doge. On 
the verge- of the two empires, the Venetians 
exult in the belief of primitive and perpetual 
independence.* Against the Latins, their an- 
tique freedom has been asserted by the sword, 
and may be justified by the pen. Charlemagne 
himself resigned all claim of sovereignty to the 
islands of the Adriatic gulf; his son Pepin was 
repulsed in the attacks of the lagunas or canals, 
too deep for the cavalry, and too shallow for 
- the vessels ; and in every age, under the Ger- 
man Caesars, the lands of the republic have been 
clearly distinguished from the kingdom of Italy 
But the inhabitants of Venice were considered 
by themselves, by strangers, and by their sove- 
reigns, as an inalienable portion of the Greek 

* Hiftory, See. toI. vi, p. 120-129. 

* Tie tonndatiou and independeDce of Venice, and PepiD*s DTa- 
tion, arc discuMcd by Pagi (Critica, torn, ill, a. d. 810, No. 4, &cO» 
and Beretti (DiMert. Corbgraph. Italitt medii JEri, in Muratori SeripC 
torn, z, p. 1S6). The two critics tiave a iliglit biaf ) the Frenchman 
advene, the Italian laToarable, to the repaUic. 
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empire ;'' in the ninth and tenth centuries, the chap. 
proofs of their subjection are numerous and . 
unquestionable ; and the yain titles, the servile 
honours, of the Byzantine court, so ambitiously 
solicited by their dukes, would have degraded 
the magistrates of a free people. But the bands 
of this dependence, which was neyer absolute 
or rigid, were imperceptibly relaxed by the am- 
bition of Venice and the weakness of Constan* 
tmople. * Obedience was softened into respect, 
privil^e ripened into prerogative, and the free- 
dom of domestic government was fortified by the 
independenqe of foreign dominion. The mari- 
time cities of Istria and Dalmatia bowed to the 
lorereigns of the Adiriatic ; and when they arm- 
ed against the Normans in the cause of Alexius, 
the emperor applied, not to the duty of his sub- 
jects, but to the gratitude and generosity of his 
faithful allies. The sea was their patrimony :'* 
the western parts of the Mediterranean, from 
Tuscany to Gibraltar, were indeed abandoned 
to their rivals of Pisa and Genoa; but the Yene- 

' When the ton of Chariemagne aucrted hit right of soTcreignity 
be was anawered by the loyal Venetia&i, irt hfMt^ ^gXM BiKf4» uvm t» 
htfioim BtkaAMmt (Conitaotio. PorphyrogeDit* de Administrat. Imperii, 
pan ii, c. 28, p. 86) ; and the report of the ninth, establifhes the fact 
«f the tenth century, which if confirmed by the embaisy of Untprand 
of Cremona.- The annaal tribute, which the emperor allows them to 
l«y to the king of Italy, aUeviateSy by doubling their lertitode ; bat 
the hateful word )«xn most be translated as in the charter of 887, 
(Uagien Hiat. de Venice, torn, i, p. 67, Stc») by the softer appellation 
of M&dUi, ot JUmUm. 

* See the 26th and 30th dissertations of the Anti^itates ftetlii Mw* 
of Maratori. From Anderaon*s History of Commerce, I understand 
that the Venetians did not trade to Bnghmd before the yearlS28. The 
most flourisliing state of their wealth and commerce, in the beginotsg 
of the fifteenth century,, is agreeably described by the Ahbk Dnboa 
(Hist, de la ligue de Chambray, torn, ii, p. 44S-480). 
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CHAP. tiaM aeqtttred an early and lucratite ahare of 
...!l!^.,,the commerce of Greece and ^g^pt. Their 
richcfti ihcrea*^ IVith the iflcrea^ifag demand of 
Europe: their mannfectures of silk and g\mi, 
perhaps the institution of their bank» are of 
high antiquity ; and they enjoyed the fruits of 
iheii' itidastry in the magnificence of pnblic and 
private life; To assert her flag, to avenge her 
injuries, to protect the freedom of narigatidn, 
the republic could launch and mad a flee< of all 
hundred gallies ; and the Oreeks,* the Sardceos, 
and the Noi'mans, were encomit€ted hf her ni- 
tal arm&f. The Franks of Syria wer^ assisted 
by the Yenethind in the rednetifth of the sea- 
tOMt; \mt their zeal was neither Uii{d nor dis- 
interested; aind in the conquest of Tyre,- they 
shared ihe scytereignty of a dty, the first seat 
of the comrtierce of the worW. The policy of 
Venice was marked by the avarice of a trading, 
and the insolence of a maritime, power; yet her 
ambition was prudent ; u<n did she ofteu forget 
' that if armed gfltUi^s were thi efiect and safe- 
guard, ^nerchant vessels were the cause and 
supply, of her greatness, in her religion she 
avoided th6 schisrh 6t the Gi^eeks, without 
yieMing a servile obedience to the Roman pon- 
tiff; and a free iiit^rcbur^^ with the infidefe of 
every clime appears to have allayed betimes 
the fever of supersfition. Hef primitive govern- 
ment was a loose mixture of democracy and 
monarchy ; the doge Was elected by Ae votes 
of the general assembly ; as long as he was po- 
puljftr and' successful, he reigned with the pomp 
and authority of a prince; but in the frequent 
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reTolntions of the state, he was deposed, oi chap. 
banished, or slam, by the justice or injustice ^Jl^,^^ 
of the multitude. The twelfth century pro- 
duced the first rudiments of the wise and jea- 
lous aristocracy, which has reduced the doge 
to a pageant, and the people to a cypher.'i 

When the six ambassadors of the French pil- Amance 
grims arriyedatVenice, they were hospitably en- J^J« 
tertained in thepalace of St. Mark, by the reign- and ve- 
ing duke: his name was Henry Dandolo ;' and Tn.tMU 
he shone in the last period of human life as one 
of the most illustrious characters of the times^ 
Under the weight of years, and after the loss of 
his eyes,* Dandolo retained a sound understand- 
ing and manly courage ; the spirit of an hero, 
ambitious to signaliBe his reign by some memo- 
rable exploils ; and the wisdom of a patriot; 
anxious to build his fame on the ^orv and ad- 

^ The VeDetwdft have been slow in writloc'aiid ffobUsbinff their his- 
tory. Their most andenC momuMiitf are,!* TW rode Chronicle (ynw 
hipi) of John SagomioDS (Venezia^ 1765, in octavo), which reprctentf 
the state and manners of Venice in the year 1008. S. The larger his- 
tory of the dog« (184S.1W4) Andrew Dandolo, published for the first 
time ia the twelAh torn, of Moratori, 4. D. ITSS. The History of Ve- 
nice by the Al»b^ Langier (Paris, 17S8) is a work of some merit, which 
I litve chiefly msed ftr tiie coastitotioaal part. 

' Heory Dandolo was eightyofonr at his election (a. o. 1102), and 
niody-seven aft his death (a. d. 1306). See the Observations of Da« 
ctniesar ViKeliardonio^ No» 904* Biit this extnmrihuaif longevity is 
not observed by the original writers, nor does there exist another ex- 
mplr of an bera near an hundred years of age. Thf opbrastus might 
•fiord la instance of a writer of ninety-nfaie ; bnt instead of nrmnmrm 
\ ^BrottBik ad Character), I am ouich inclined to read Wmwmrm, with 
Ml last editor Fischer, and the first tboughto of Casaobon. It is 
'csree'.y possible that the powers of the mind and body should sup- 
port tbtmselvea till such a period of life. 

* The modem Venetians (Langier, tom. ii, p. 119) accuse the empe- 
ror Manuel ; bnt the caliminy is refiited by Vi^lehardouhi and the old 
liters, who suppose that Dandolo lost hii eyes by n wrand (No. U, 
J «sd Ducange). ' 
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CHAP, vantage of his country. He praised the bold 
#.**.J-... enthusiasm and liberal confidence of the barons 
and their deputies ; in such a cause, and with 
such associates, he should aspire, ^were he a pri- 
vate man, to terminate his life ; but he was the 
servant of the republic, and some delay was re- 
quisite to consult, on this arduous business, the 
judgment of his colleagues. The proposal of 
the French was first debated by the six sages 
who had been recently appointed to controul 
the administration of the doge: it was next dis- 

• closed to the* forty members of the council of 

state ; and finally communicated to the legis 
lative assembly of four hundred and fifty repre- 
sentatives, who were annually chosen in the six 
quarters of the city. In peace and war, the doge 
was still the chief of the republic ; his legal 
authority was supported by the personal repu- 
tation of Dandolo ; his arguments of public in 
terest were balanced and approved ; and he 
was authorised to inform the ambassadors of 
the following conditions Of the treaty.^ It was 
proposed that the crusaders should assemble at 
Venice, on the feast of St. John of the ensuing 
year : that flat-bottomed vessels should be pre- 
pared for four thousand five hundred horses, 
and niiie thousand squires, with a number of 
ships sufficient for the embarkation of four 
thousand five hundred knights, and twenty 
thousand foot : that during a term of nine 
months they should be supplied with provi- 
sions, and transported to whatever coast the 

' See the original treaty in the Chronicle of Andrew Dandolo^ p. 
t2S^2G. • 
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service of God and CbristendoQi should require; chap. 
and that the republic should join the armament ^^^^;^J_^ 
Mrith a squadron of fifty gallies. It was required 
that the pilgrims should pay, before their depar- 
ture,, a sum of eighty-fiye thousand marks of 
silver; and that all conquests, by sea and land, 
should be equally divided between the confede- 
rates. The terms were hard ; but the emergency 
was pressing, and the French barons were not 
less profuse of money than of blood. . A general 
assembly was convened to ratify the treaty; the 
stately chapel and palace of St. Mark were filled 
with ten thousand citizens ; and the noble depu- 
ties were taught a new lesson of hun^bling them- 
selves before the majesty of the people. ^ " Illus- 
*' trions Venetians," said the marshal of Cham- 
pagne, '^ we are sent by the greatest and most 
*' powerful barons of France, to implore the aid 
*' of the inasters of the sea, for the deliverance 
'' of Jerusalem. They have eqjoined us to fall 
" prostrate at your feet ; nor will we rise from 
'' the ground, till you have promised to ayenge 
" with us the injuries of Christ." The elo- 
quence of their words and tears,"* their martial 
aspect, and suppliant attitude, were applauded 
by an universal shout ; as it were, says Jeffrey, 
by the sound of an earthquake. The venerable 
doge ascended the pulpit to urge their request 

' A reader of VilUhardonin must ob'nerve the frrqnent teart of the 
manlial aocl hit brotlier koigbU, Sachiez qae la ot maintc lerme 
ploric de piti^ [So. IT) *, mult plorant (ibid) ; niainte lerme plor^e 
(Noi S4) ; si orent mult piti^ et plorerent mult duremen't (No. 00); 
t ot maint lerme plor^e de piti^ (No, 202) They weep on e\e^ ocoh 
uon of griefy joy, or devotion. 

VOL. xr. o • 
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CHAP, by those motives *of hoDOur and virtue, vbicb 
,,..<.*L. alone can be offered to a popular assembly; the 
treaty was transcribed on parchment, attested 
with oaths and seals, mutually accepted by the 
weeping and joyful representatives of France 
and Venice ; and despatched to Rome for the 
approbation of pope Innocent the third. Two 
thousand marks were borrowed of the mer- 
chants for the first ezpences of the armament. 
Of the six deputies, two repassed the Alps to 
announce their success, while their four com- 
panions made a fruitless trial of the seal and 
emulation of the republics of Genoa and Pisa. 
AmmMf '^^^ executiou of the treaty was still opposed 
*°rtm ^^ unforeseen difficulties and delays. The 
•r the marshal, on his return to 'troyes, was embraced 
fimrv*. and approved by Thibaut, count of Champagne, 
!i.D!'i«Ki, ^^o ^^d been unanimously chosra general of 
Get. 8. the confederates. But the health of that va- 
liant youth already declined, and soon became 
hopeless; and he deplored the untimely fate 
which condemned him to expire, not in a field 
of battle, but on a bed of sickness. To his 
brave and numerous vassals the dying prince 
distributed his treasures : they swore in bis 
presence to accomplish his vow and their own; 
but some there were, says the marshal, who ac- 
cepted his gifts and forfeited their word. ' The 
more resolute champions of the cross held a 
parliament at Soissons for the election of anew 
general ; but such was the incapacity, or jea- 
lousy, or reluctance, of the princes of France^ 
that none could be found both able and willing^ 
to assume the conduct of the enterprise. Thejr 
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stcquiesced in the choice of a stf anger, of Boni- chap. 
face Mairqnis of Montferrati dea»cended of a.««.««^«, 
T9Lte of heroes, and himself of conapicuoiis fame 
in the wars and negociationa otf the times f nor 
coald the piety or ambition of the Italian chief 
decline this honourable invitation. After visit* 
iog the French conrt, trbere be was received aa 
a friend and kinsnnm, die warqiris, in the ch«*ch 
of SoisMns^ was invested with tbe Cross of a 
pilgrim Md tbe staff of a general ; and imme- 
diately ftpassed tbe Alps^ to prepare for the 
dlsttnc e:irpeditiott of the East. Abottt the fes* 
tit^si of the penteeost he displayed his banner, 
and ttiariihedl t6wafds Venice at the head of the 
Italians t be was preceded or followed by the 
cottnrts of Flanders and Blois, and the most re* 
sfMtetable barons of France; and their nmnbers 
were swelled by the pilgrims of Germany/ 
whose object and motives were similar to their 
own. The Venetians had fulfilled, and ev«Ei 
d«irpassed their engagements : stables were con- 
stracted for the horses, and barracks for the 
troops; tbe magazines were abundantly re- 
plenished with forage and provisions ; and die 
ft^et of transports, ships, and gallies, was rea^ 
to hoist sail, as soon as the republic had n^ 
teived tbe. price of tbe freight and armaments 

'^ By n victory (a. d. 1101) ofttthe tUltttu of Astl, by ^tftMM^m 
PiUim€, Atkl by tn embtaiy frtnr ttor pope to Sie Getmai pritttco , 
Mnratori, Antuili d'lUlU, torn, x, p. 103, a02> 

' Seo the ertiitOe of tbe Oonnmit i> tbe Hiftorii C P. of Ovitber 
(Tf:aiil«a Airtiif* Left. to*, w, p. f-vlii)* wbc celcbnteo tbo pilsriMgo 
of hm iibb«t norltft, OM of tbe pmcblaf rlvolt Of F«lk of NeuUI^ 
Wi mtmiattty, of tb« CbtcrlioB order, was AtmuU in tbo diocoio of 
Bail 
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CHAP. But that price far exceeded the wealth of the 
*-r.h^J,** crusaders who were assembled at Venice^ The 
Flemings^ whose obedience to their couat was 
voluntary and precarious, had embarked in 
their vessels for the long navigation of the ocean 
and Mediterranean ; and many of the French 
and Italians had preferred a cheaper and more 
convenient passage from Marseilles and Apulia 

' to the Holy land. Each pilgrim might com- 

plain, that after he had furnished his own con- 
tribution, he was made responsible for the de- 
ficiency of his absent brethren ; the gold and 
silver plate of the chiefs, which they freely de- 
livered to the treasury of St. Mark, was a ge- 
nerous but inadequate sacrifice; and after all 
their efforts, thirty-four thousand marks were 
still wanting to complete the stipulated sun^.. 
The obstacle was removed by the policy and 
patriotism of the doge, who proposed to the ba- 
rons, that if they would join their anns in re- 
ducing some revolted cities of Dalmatisi, he 
would expose his person in the holy war, and 
obtain from the republic a Idng induIgcQce, till 
some wealthy conquest should afford the means 
of satisfying the debt. After much scruple and 
hesitation, they chose rather to accept the offer 
than to relinquish the enterprise ; and the first 
hostilities of the fleet and army were directed 
against Zara,' a strong city of the Sclavonian 

' Jadcra, now Zara, was a Roman colony, wUich acknowledged Aa- 
foatnt for ite parent It ii now only two miles round, and contai|is 
five or liz tboosand inbabitanti ; but the fortifications are strong, nod 
it is joined to the main land by a bridge. See the travels of the two 
companions, Spon and Wheeler (Voyage de Dalmatie, de Grece, Ace. 
torn, i, p. 64-70. Journey into Greece^ p. S-14)} the last of whons, 

by 
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coast, which had renounced its allegiance to chap. 
Venice, and imploFed the protection of the king .^J^^.^ 
of Hungary/ The crusaders burst the chain sicgc ^f 
or boom of the harbour; landed their horses, not.'io. 
troops, and military engines; and compelled 
the inhabitants, after a defence of fiye days, tp 
surrender at discretion: their lives were spared, 
but the revolt was punished by the pillage of 
their houses and the demolition of their walls. 
The season was far advanced ; the French and 
Venetians resolved to pass the winter in a se- 
cure harbour and plentiful country ; but their 
repose was disturbed by national and tumul- 
tuous quarrels of the soldiers and .mariners. , 
The conquest of Zara had scattered the seeds 
of discord and scandal : the arms of the allies 
had been stained in their outset with the blood, 
not of infidels, but of christians : the king of 
Hungary and his new subjects were themselves 
' enlisted under the banner of the' cross ; and the 
scruples of the devout, were magnified by the 
fear or lassitude of the reluctant, pilgrims. The 
pope had excommunicated the false crusaders 
who had pillaged and masacred their brethren,^ 
and only the marquis Boniface and Simon of 
Montfort escaped these spiritual thunders ; the 
one by his absence from the siege, the other by 

by mistaking StAtriin for Sittertii, valnef au arch with atatnea aad 
colunios at twelve poonds. If, iu hii time, there were no treei near 
Zara, the cherry-trees were not yet planted which produce oar incoBH 
parable maratqittm. 

* Catona (Hiit. Critica Reg. Hungaris, Stirpif Arpad. torn, it, p* 
636-558), collects all the fhcts and testimonies most adverse to tha CMi- 
qucrors of Zara. 

'^ See the whole transaction, and the senthnenti of the pope, in .te 
Epistles of Innocent iil. Gesta, c. 80, 87, 88. 
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CHAP, his final departure from the camp. Inqocent 
might absolve the simple and submissive peni- 



tents of France ; but he vras provoked by the 
stubborn reason of the Venetians, vfho refused 
to confess their guilt, to accept their pardon, 
or to allow, in their temporal concerns, the ii^- 
' terposition of a priest. 
AHianet The assei^bly pf such formidable powers by 
wide"™* sea and land had revived the hopes of young* 
oi^k^ Alexius; and, both at Venice and Zara, he soli- 
p^jj"****** cited the arms of the crusaders, for his ovra re- 
Aicxios. storation and his father'p' deliverance. The 
royal youth was recommended by Philip king of 
Germany : his prayers and presence excited the 
compassioq of the camp; and his cause was em* 
braced and pleaded by the marquis of Montfei*- 
rat and the doge of Venice, A double alliance, 
and the dignity of Caesar, had connected with 
- the imperial family the two elder brothers of 
Boniface:* he expected to derive a kingdom 
frpm the important service; and the more gene- 
rous ambition of Dandolo was eager to secure 
the inestimable benefits of trade and dominion 

* A Pf4«n| irMer it furptifed fo benr of tbe fMet da Oo«ttwlino» 
pie ai applittf tp yoaii|; Alexius, oa acconnt of hU YQUtb, like the kt- 
fnii of Spain, and tLe noHKstlmtu piur of Uie Ronant. The pagea and 
vaMt of iha haifhu wera u oabic w themielvft (¥illeharftoiwi aai 
Daci^nge, No. M). 

* The emperor Isaac is styled by Villehardoafai, fowc (No. M, aic> 
Vbich may be denred from tbe French jSvv, or tbf Greek bf [nfttO 
melted into iu proper mime; the larther cormptions of TnrMie and 
Conserac will instract ns what licence piaj have been nsed in the old 
dynasties of Assyria and Egypt. 

* Keinier and Conrad : the fomwr mi^rHed M%rij|, daughter •( the 
emperor Manuel Comnenns j thf letter wfw the bwband of Theodwrn 
Angela, sister of the emperor Isaac and Alexins. Conrad nbandoned 
thfi Greek court 9fid prince for the glory of dcfepdiof !>?• i 
laladin (Dneange, Fkm. «yc«nt p. 187, m). 
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that might oecrue to his country/ Their influ- chap. 
cnce procured a favourable audience for the am-^,^^'^^^ 
bassadors of Alexius ; and if the magnitude of 
his offers excited some suspicion, the motives 
and rewards which he displayed might justify 
the delay and diversion of those forces which 
bad been consecrated to the deliverance of Jeru- 
salem. He promised, in his own and his father^s 
name, that as soon as they should be seated on 
the throne of Constantinople, they would termi- 
nate the long schism of the Greeks, and submit 
themselves and their people to the lawful supre- 
macy of the Romish church. He engaged to 
recompence the labours and merits of the cru- 
saders, by the immediate payment of two hun- 
dred thousand marks of silver ; to accompany 
them in person to Egypt; or, if it should be 
judged more advantageous, to maintain, during 
a year, ten thousand men, and, during his life, 
five hundred knights, for the service of the Holy 
land. These tonpting conditions were accept- 
ed by the republic of Venice; and the eloquence 
of the doge and marquis persuaded the counts 
of Flanders, Blois, and St Pol, with eighty ba- 
rons of France, to join in the glorious enterprise. 
A treaty of offensive and defensive alliance was 
confirmed by their oaths and peals ; and each 
individnal, according to bis situation and cha- 
racter, was swayed by the hope of public m 
private advantage ; by the honour of restoring 

' HketM (!■ Alcxio ConmeiiOy I, iii. c. 9) aecnact the doge tad ▼«» 
MtaM m tiM int MdMn tf tke wtr mgm^A Co unmh a pli, mk 
t BBtiitw — ty •■ • 9MfUi ^ i»i— w, tiit arrifiS <wid 4mmM oAm «f 
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CHAP, an exiled moDarch ; or by the sincere and pnv 
^bable opinion,, that their efforts in Palestine 
would be fruitless and unavailing, and that th 
acquisition of Constantinople must precede and 
prepare the recovery of Jerusalem. But they 
were the chiefs or equals of a valiant band of 
freemen' and volunteers, who thought smd acted 
for themselves: the soldiers and clergy were 
divided ; and, if a large majority subscribed to 
the alliance, the numbers and arguments of the 
dissidents were strong and respectable.' The 
boldest hearts were appalled by the report of 
the naval power and impregnable strength of 
Constantinople ; and their apprehensions were 
disguised to the world, and perhaps to them- 
selves, by the more diecent objections of reli- 
gion and duty. They alleged the sanctity of a 
vow, which had drawn th^m from their families 
and homes to the rescue of the holy sepulchre; 
nor should the dark and crooked councils of 
human policy divert them from a pursuit, the 
event of which was in the hands of the 'Al- 
mighty. Their first offence, the attack of Zara, 
had been severely punished by the reproach of 
their conscience and the censures of the pope; 
nor would they again imbrue their hands in the 
blood of their fello w-christians. The apostle of 
'Rome had pronounced ; nor would they usurp 
the right of avenging with the sword the schism 
of the Greeks, and the doubtful usurpation of 
the Byzantine monarch. On these principles 

• VlHcliardoua and GiuUier represcBt the MotiiBeBts of tlie twa 
pArtiet. The ftbbot Martiii left the army at Zani, proceeded to Paleo* 
tine, ^ai tent ambassador to Constaiitiaople, aod bceane m retnctoiii 
witness of the second sitfce. 
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or pretences, many pilgrims, the most distin- chap. 
gaished for their i^alour and piety, withdrew ,^^fj^,^ 
from the camp ; and their retreat was less per- 
nicioiis than the open or secret opposition of a 
discontented party, that laboured, on every oc- 
casion, to separate the army and disappoint the 
enterprise. 

Notwithstanding this defection, the departure voyiMr* 
of the fleet and army was vigorously pressed by (J°q„?™ 
the Venetians : whose zeal for the Service of the ttantMo- 
royal youth concealed a just resentmept to his a.d. 1201, 
nation and family. They were mortified by jS^u. 
the recent preference which bad been given to 
Pisa, the rival of their -trade; they had a long 
arrear of debt and injury to liquidate with the 
Byzantine court ; and Dandolo might not dis- 
courage -the popular tale^ that he had been de- 
prived of his eyes by the emperor Manuel^ who 
perfidiously violated the sanctity of an ambas- 
sador. A similar armament, for ages, had not 
rode the Adriatic ; it was composed of one 
hundred and twenty flat*bottomed vessels or 
palanders for the horses: two hundred and forty 
transports filled with men and arms ; seventy 
storeships laden with provisions ; and ^fty stout 
gallies, wqU prepared for the encounter of an 
enemy/ While the wind was favourable, the 
sky serene, and the Ivater smooth, every eye 
was fi:xed with wonder and delight on the scene 
of military and naval pomp which overspread 

^ The birth and dignity of Andrew Dandolo gave him the motifc 
and the tneans of searehing in the archives of Venice the memoraUc 
itory of his ancestor. His brevity seems to accosie the copious 9d4 
nore recent narratives of Sanndo (in Moratori, Script. Renim Italicft- 
nuB, torn. xxiiX Blondus, Sabcllicni, and Rhamnmsioi* 
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CHAH. the sea. Tbe shields of the kn :gh ts and squires, 
^at once an ornament and a defence, were ar- 
ranged on either side of the ships; the banners 
of tbe nations and families were displayed from 
the stem ; 6ur modem artillery was supplied 
by three hundred engines for casting stones and 
darts : the fatigues of the way were cheered 
with the sound of music ; and tbe spirits of the 
adventurers were raised by the mutual assur- 
ance, that forty thousand christian heroes were 
equal to the conquest of the world/ In the 
nayigation*" from Venice and Zara, the fleet was 
successfully steered by the skill and experi- 
ence of tbe Venetian pilots ; at Durazzo^ the 
confederates first landed on the territories of 
the Greek empire : the isle of Corfu afforded 
a station and repoi^e; they doubled without 
accident the perilous cape of Malea, the south- 
ern point of Peleponnesus or the Morea ; made 
a descent in the islands of Negropont and An- 
dros ; and cast anchor at Abydus on the Asiatic 
side of the Hellespont. These preludes of con- 
quest were easy and bloodless; the Greeks of 
the provinces, without patriotism or courage, 
were crushed by an irresistible force ; the pre- 
sence of the lawful heir might justify thdr obe- 
dience; and it was rewarded by the modesty 
and discipline of the Latins. As they penetrated 

* VUl«lukr4Qiii9, No, «. BU f«el|iif« ao4 cxpivMkNn anfli^'aal ; 
be oftea weeps, bnt be rejoieei in the f lories tad perils of war with a 
•lilrit BBbnown to a sedentary writer, 

^ In tbU vpytffc iteost all tbe c«ocrapbical nanes are cmrvpled hj 
the X«aUni« The modem appeUatlon of Chalels» and all Enbssa, ia de- 
rifed from its Car^, Svrip^t ff^-po, Ni^rcfoa^, which dishooouia 
mu maps (d'AntUle^ Qt^^jfl^ Anokime^ tms. i, p. 9»y. 
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through the Hellespont, the nrngnitude of their chap 

Davy WM compressed m aoerrow channel; and ,,^^!tl.s^. 

the (ace of the waters was darkened with innn*- 

Qierable sails. They again expaodi^ in the bar 

son of the Propoatis, and tra?arsed that placid 

sea, till they approached the Europ^n shore. 

at the abbey of St Stephen, three leagues to the 

west of Constantinople* The prudent dog^ dis-* 

suaded them from dispersing themselves in a 

populous and hostile land ; and, as their stock 

of provisions was reduced, it was resolved, in 

the season of harvest, to replenish thdr store* 

ships *in the fertile islands of the Propontis« 

With this resolution, they directed their course; 

but a strong gale, and their own impatience, 

drove- them to the eastward; and so near did 

they run to the shore and the city, that some 

vollies of stones and darts were exchanged be* 

tween the ships and the rampart. As they paa* 

led along, they gaved with admiration on the 

capital of the East, or, as it should seem, of the 

earth ; rising from her seven hills, and towering 

oyer the continents of Europe and Asia. The 

swelling domes and lofty spires of five hundred 

palaces and churches were gilded by the sun 

and reflected in the waters; the walls were 

crowded with soldiers and spectators, whose 

numbers they beheld, of whose temper they 

were ignorant ; and each heart was chilled by 

the reflection, that, since the beginning of the 

world, such an enterprise bad never been un- 

<}ertaken by such an handful of warriors. - But 

the ouMoenlary apprehension was dispelled by 

hope abd va!our ; and every man, says the mat- 
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CHAP, shal of Champag^e^ glauced his eyeon his sword 
...]'^.... or lance which he must speedily use in the glo- 
rious conflict.' The Latins cast anchor be- 
fore Chalcedon ; the mariners only were left in 
the vessels ; the soldiers, horses, and arms, were 
safely landed ; and in the luxury of an imperial 
palace, the barons tasted the first fruits of their 
success. On the third day, the fleet and army 
moved towards Scutari, the Asiatic suburb of 
Constantinople ; a detachment of five hundred 
Greek horse was surprised and defeated by 
fbur*score French knights ; and in a halt of 
nine days, the camp was plentifully supplied 
with forage and provisions. 
Fraitfcit I^ relating the invasion of a great empire, it 
IS^nil^ may seem strange that I have not described the 
obstacles which should have checked the pro- 
gress of the strangers. The Greeks, in truth, 
were an un warlike people ; but they were rich, 
industrious, and subject to the will of a single 
man : had that man been capable of fear, when 
his enemies were at a distance, or of courage, 
when they approached his person. The first 
rumour of his nephew's alliance with the French 
and Venetians was despised by the usurper 
Alexius ; his flatterers persuaded him, that in 
his contempt he was bold and sincere; and each 
evening, in the close of the banquet, he thrice 
discomfited the barbarians of the West These 
barbarians had been justly terrified i>y the re- 
port of his naval power; and the. sixteen bun- 



* Et lachiei qo« il ne ot ti hard! cni It ever ne frcmifl (e. t8)» • •• 
Chaacmu regardoit fes armef ..• que par tOM €■ awl ■Mtkr (<*•>> 
Sscia if tiME hoocaty of conrace. 
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dred fishing-boats of Constantinople* could chap. 
have manned a fleet, to sink them id the Adri-^ 
atic, or stop their entrance in the mouth of the 
Hellespont. Bnt all force may be annihilated 
by the negligence of the prince and the venality 
of his ministers. The great duke, or admiral, 
made a scandalous, almost a public, auction of 
the sails, the masts, and the rigging; the royal 
forests were reserved for the more important 
purpose of the chace ; and the trees, says Nice- 
tas, were guarded by the eunuchs, like the 
groves of religious worship.* From his dream 
of pride, Alexius was awakened by the siege of 
Zara and the rapid advances of the Latins: as 
soon as he saw the danger was real, he thought 
it inevitable, and his vain presumption was lost 
in abject despondency and despair. He suffer- 
ed these contemptible barbarians to pitch their 
camp in the sight of the palace ; and his appre- 
hensions were thinly disguised by the pomp 
and menace of a suppliant embassy. The sove- 
reign of the Romans was astonished (his am- 
bassadors were instructed to say) at the hos- 
tile appearance of the strange s. If these pil- 
grims were sincere in their vow for the deliver- 
ance of Jerusalem, his voice must applaud, and 
hig treasures should assist, their pious design; 
but should they dare to invade the sanctuary of 
empire, their numbers, were they ten times more 

* Eandem urbeiii plat in tolit nrvibut piscatomm Abundarc quam 
i) Of ill toto Mvigio. Habebet enha Ejilk et lexocBtai pifcatoria navet 
. . . Bellicai an tern siva mercatoriai babebant ittfioita oinltitiidiait et 
IM-tvnn tatbsimviii. Gimther, HUe. C. P. c. 8, p. 10. 

Ni€%tat bi Ales. CemaeDo, 1. Ui, c. 9. p, 148. 
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CHAP, considerable^ should not protect them from his 
•^.^^^.J*^*^ resentroeat The answer of the doge and 
' barons was simple and magnanimous. ** In the 
*' cause of honour and justice^'' theysaid^ **we 
'' despise the usurper of Greece, his threats^ and 
'' his offers. Our friendship and his allegiance 
** are due to the lawful heir, to the young prince 
" who is seated among us, and to his father, the 
'* emperor Isaac, who has been deprived of his 
*' sceptre,his freedom, and his eyes^by the crime 
"*' p( an ungrateful brother. Let that brother 
'' confess his gnilt» and implore forgiveness, and 
" we ourselves will intercede, that he may be 
'' permitted to live in affluence and security. 
'' But let him not insult us by a second mes- 
*^ sage ; our reply will be made in arms, in the 
*^ palace of Constantinople."" 
. ^f On the tenth day of their encampment at Scu- 



^^ tari, the crusaders prepared themselves, as sol- 
loiy 6. diers and as catholics, for the passage of the 
Bosphorus. Perilous indeed was the adven- 
ture; the stream was broad and rapid; in a 
.calm tlie current of the Euxine nnght drive, 
down the liquid and unextinguishable fires of 
the Greeks ; and the opposite shores of Europe 
were defended by seven thousand horse and foot 
in formidable array« On this memorable day, 
which happened to be bright and pleasant, the 
Latins were distributed in six battles or divi- 
sions ; the first, or vanguard, was led by the 
count of Flanders, one of the most powerlful of 
the christian princes in the skill and number of 
his cross bow. The four successive battles of 
the French were commanded by his brother 
Henry, the counts of St. Pol and Blois, and 
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Mattliew of Montmorency, the last of whom chap. 
was honoured by the Toluntary service of the ^ 
marshal and nobles of Champagne. The sixth 
division^ the rear^^guard and reserve of the army, 
was conducted by the marquis of Montferrat, 
at the head of the Germans and Lombards. 
The chargers, saddled, with their long capari- 
sons dragging on the ground, were embarked 
in the BB,t paianders;'' and the knights stood by 
the side of their horses, in complete armour, 
their helmets laced, and their lances in their 
hands. Their numerous train of scrjeants^ and 
archers occupied the transports; and each 
transport was towed by the strength and swifts 
ness of a galley. The six divisions tra'versed 
the Bosphorus, without encouuteiing an enemy 
or an obstacle ; to land the fbremost was the 
wish, to conquer or die was the resolution, of 
every division and of every soldier. Jealous of 
the pre-eminence of danger, the knights in their 
heavy armour leaped into the sea, when it rose 
as high as their girdle ; the Serjeants and arch- 
ers were animated by their valour; and the 
squires, letting down the draw-bridges of the 

* From the Teniou of Yigncrc I adopt tht well-toaiidiDf word p*- 
Imder, triiich It ftill used, I belie?«y in the MeditcrraDCtti. But bad I 
wvinen In French, I shoold hnv« pnferrtd tiM orlgfaNil and espfeitive 
deaoBfanitions of veakn, or JbaMicn, finom tho Mi, or door, which wot 
let down at a draw-hridf e ; bnt which» at sea, wat cioffed into the ade 
of the ship. See Dncange an VUlehardonin, No. 14, and JoinviUo, p. 
S7, 28, edit do Lonrre. 

' To avoid the Tagut eaprettiont of fbUowcn, *e* I nte, after Villo- 
hirdoa)n, ^he word ttijemU, for all horsemen who were not hnlfhtt. 
There were teijcantt at armt, and teijtanU at law; and, if we viiit 
the ptrade and WetfmintterwhaU, we may oh^rve the strange retnit 
of the dbtinetlon (Dncaogf, Olottar. Latin. SerwUtitee 4ie. torn, vi, p 
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CHAP, palanders, led the horses to the shore. Before 
^^ the squadrons could mount, and form, and 

*" couch their lances, the seventy thousand Greeks 
had vanished from their sight; the timid Alex- 
ius gave the example to his troops ; and it was 
only by the plunder of his rich pavilions that 
the Latins were informed that they had fought 
against an emperor. In the first consternation 
of the flying enemy, they resolved, by a double 
attack, to open the entrance of the harbour. 
The tower of Galata,'» in the suburb of Pera, 
was attacked and stormed by the French, while 
the Venetians assumed the more difficult task 
of forcing the boom, or chain, that was stretch- 
ed from that tower to the Byzantine shore. 
After some fruitless attempts, their intrepid 
perseverance prevailed : twenty ships of war, 
the relics of the Grecian navy, were either sunk 
or taken: the enormous and massy links of iron 
were cut asunder by the shears, or broken by 
the weight, of the gallies;' and the Venetian 
fleet, safe and triumphant, rodtf at anchor in 
the port of Constantinople. By these daring 
achievements, a remnant of twenty thousand 
Latins solicited the licence of besieging a capi- 

« It it needlcM to obscrre, that on the f object of GaUtt, the ckaia, 
4ic. Dncange ii accurate and foil. Contnlt likewite the proper chap- 
tcm of the C. P. Christiana of the same author. The inhabitant! of 
OalaU were so vain and ignorant, that they applied to theauelTes St. 
Paal*t epistle to the Galatiant. 

' The vessel that broke the chain was named the Eagle, Jfvtla 
(Dandol. Chronicon. p. S22), which Blondas (de Gestis Venet.) has 
changed into JquUc^ the ,north-wiad. Ducange, Observations, No. 
81, maintains the latter reading ; but he had not seen the respect- 
I able teat of Dandolo, nor did he enough consider the topography 

of tlie harbour. The south-east would have been a more effectual 
wind. 
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tal which contained above four hundred thou- chap. 
sand inhabitants,' able, thoiigh not willing, to ,,^,J,^^ 
bear arms in the defence of their country. Such 
an account would indeed suppose a population 
of near two millions ; but whatever abatement 
may be required in the numbers of the Greeks, 
the &e!t>/ of those numbers will equally exalt 
the fearless spirit of their assailants 

In the choice of the attack, the French and Firatsiei:« 
Venetians were divided by their habits of life qUlf of' 
and warfare. The former affirmed with truth, Jopie*by^ 
that Constantinople was most accessible on the j*.^.^*" "• 
side of the sea and the harbour. The latter 
might assert with honour, that they had long 
enough trusted their lives and fortunes to a frail 
bark and a precarious element, and loudly de- 
manded a trial of knighthood, a firm ground, 
and a close onset, either on foot or horseback. 
After a prudent compromise, of employing the 
two nations by sea and land, in the service best 
suited to their character, the fleet covering the 
army^ they both proceeded from the entrimce to 
the extremity of the harbour : the stone bridge 
of the river was hastily repaired ; and the six 
battles of the French formed their encampment 
against the front of the capital, the basis of the 

* Qnatre cent nifl homes on plof (Villehardouin, No. 134% imist be 
iiii4ciit<»od of nun of a military ^ge. Xe Beau (Hiit. da Bas Empire, 
^ torn. XX, p. 417) allowa Constantinople a million of inhabitants, of whom 
€0,000 horse, and an infinite nimiber of foot soldiers. In its present 
deeay, the capital of the Ottoman empire may contain 400,000 souls 
(Beirs Travels, yoI. ii, p. 401, 402) ; but as the Tnrks keep no rcgis- 
ters,'aod as circomstances are fallacious, it is impossible to ascertain 
(Niebuhr, Voyage en Arable, torn, i, p. 18, 10) the real populousuesa 
of their cities. 

VOL. XI. P 
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CHAP, triangle which runs about four miles from the 
,. port to the Propontis/ On the edge of a broad 
ditch, at the foot of a lofty rampart, they had 
leisure to contemplate the difficulties of their 
enterprise. The gates to the right and left of 
their narrow camp poured forth frequent sallies 
of cavalry and light-infantry, which cut offtheir 
stragglers, swept the country of provisions, 
sounded the alarm five or six times in the course 
of each day, and compelled them to plant a 
pallisade, and sink an entrenchment, for their 
immediate safety. In the supplies and convoys 
the Venetians had been too sparing, or the 
Franks too voracious; the usual complaints oi 
hunger and scarcity was heard, and perhaps 
felt : their stock of flour would be exhausted 
in three weeks ; and their disgust of salt meat 
tempted them to taste the flesh of their horses. 
The trembling usurper was supported by Theo- 
dore Lascaris, his son-in-law, a valiant youth, 
who aspired to save and to rule his country ; 
the Greeks, regardless of that country, were 
awakened to the defence of their religion ; but 
their firmest hope was in the strength and spirit 
of the Varangian guards, of the Danes and 
English, as they are named in the writers of the 
times.'' After ten days incessant labour, the 

* On the most correct plans of Constantmople, I kaow not bow to 
meuare more than 4000 paces. Yet ViUehardoum compates tho apace 
at three leagues (No. 86).vlf his eye wei« not deceived, he moiC 
reckon by the old Gallic league of 1600 paces, which might itlU be naed 
in Champagne. 

* The guards, the Varangi, are styled by Villehardooin (No. 89-96, 
Ac.) Englois et Dauois avec leurs haches. Whatever had been their 
origin, a French pilgrim could not be mistaken in the nations ot which 
they uere at that time composed. 
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^ound was leyelled, the ditch filled, the ,ap* chap. 
proaches of the besiegers were regularly made, ^^ 
and two hundred and fifty engines of assault ex- * 
ercised their various powers to clear the rampart, 
to batter the walls, and to sap the foundations. 
On the first appearance of a breach, the scaling- 
ladders were applied : the numbers that defend- 
ed the vantage ground repulsed and oppressed 
the adventurous Latins ; but they admired the 
resolution of fifteen knights and Serjeants, who 
had gained the ascent, and maintained their pe- 
rilous station till they were precipitated or 
made prisoners by the imperial guards. On the 
side of the harbour the naval attack was more 
successfully conducted by the Venetians; and 
that industrious people employed every resource 
that was known and practised before the inven- 
tion of gunpowder. A double line, three bow- 
shots in front, was formed by the gillies and 
ships ; and the swift motion of the former was 
supported by the weight and loftiness of the 
latter, whose decks, and poops, and turret, were 
theplatforms of military engines, that discharged 
their shot over the heads of the first line. The 
soldiers, who leaped from the gallies on shore, 
immediately planted and ascended their scaling- 
ladders, while the large ships, advancing more 
slowly into the intervals, and lowering a draw- 
bridge, opened a way through the air from their 
mast to the rampart. In the midst of the con- 
flict, the doge, a venerable and conspicuous 
form, stood aloft in complete armour on the 
prow of his galley. The great standard of St. 
Mark was displayed before him; his threats, pro- 
mises, and exhortations, urged the diligence of 
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CHAP, the rowers; his vessel was the first that struck; 
^^ and Dandolo was the first warrior on the shore. 
The nations admired the magnanimity of the 
blind old man, without reflecting that his age 
and infirmities diminished the price of life, and 
enhanced the value of immortal glory. On a 
sudden, by an invisible hand (for the standard- 
bearer was probably slain), the banner of the 
republic was fixed on the rampart : twenty-five 
towers were rapidly occupied ; and, by the cruel 
expedient of fire, the Greeks were driven firom 
the adjacent quarter. The doge had dispatched 
the intelligence of his success, when he was 
checked by the danger of his confederates. 
Nobly declaring, that he would rather die with 
the pilgrims^ than gain a victory by their de- 
struction, Dandolo relinquished his advantage, 
recalled his troops, and hastened to the scene 
of action. He found the six weary diminutive 
battles of the French encompassed by sixty 
squadrons of the Greek cavalry, the least of 
which was more numerous than the largest of 
their divisions. Shame and despair had pro- 
voked Alexius to the last effort of a general 
sally ; but he was awed by the firm order and 
manly aspect of the Latins ; and, after skir- 
mishing at a distance, withdrew his troops in 
the close of the evening. The silepce or tu- 
mult of the night exasperated his fears ; and 
the timid usurper, collecting a treasure of ten 
thousand pounds of gold, basely deserted his 
wife, his people, and his fortune, threw himself 
into a bark, stole through the Bosphorus, and 
landed "u shameful safety in an obscure har- 
bour of Thrace. As soon as they were appri- 
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sed of his flight, the Greek nobles sought par chap. 
doa and peace in the dungeon where the blind ^^,,,J,,, 



Isaac expected each hour the visit, of the exe- 
cutioner. Again saved and exalted by the vi- 
cissitudes of fortune, the captive, in his impe- 
rial robes, was replaced on the throne, and sur- 
rounded with prostrate slaves, whose real ter- 
ror and affected joy he was incapable of dis- 
cerning. At the dawn of day hostilities were 
suspended ; and the Latin chiefs were surpri- 
sed by a message from the lawful and reigning 
emperor, who was impatient to embrace his son, 
and to reward his generous deliverers.* 

But these generous deliverers were unwilling Regtora. 
to release their hostage till they had obtained ^•■^ <*'*>»« 

^" * emperor 

from his father the payment, or at least the pro- i>mc An • 
mise, of their recompense. They chose four £Tii"* 
' ambassadors, Matthew of Montmorency, our j^JJ^ 
historian the marshal of Champagne, and two 
Venetians, to congratulate the emperor. The 
gates were thrown open on their approach, the 
streets on both sides were lined with the battle- 
axes of the Danish and English guard ; the pre- 
sence-chamber glittered with gold and jewels, 
the false substitutes of virtue and power ; by 
the side of the blind Isaac his wife was seated, 
the sister of the king of Hungary; and by her 
appearance, the noble matrons of Greece were 

■ For the fint ticge and coDqaett of Constantinople, we may read 
the original letter of the emiaden to Innocent iii, Oetta, c. 91, p. its, 
634. Villebardonin, No. 75-90. Nicetas in Alezio Comnen. 1. iii, c. 
10, p. S49-S52. Dandolo, in Chron. 022. Gtmther, and hii abbot . 
Martin, were not yet retnmed from their obstinate pilgrimage at Jeni> 
salem', or St John d*Acre, where the greatest part of the compaoj had 
died of the plagae 
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CHAP, drawn from their domestic retirement, and min* 
^^' gled with the circle of senators and soldiers. 
""'•" The Latins, by the mouth of the marshal, spoke 
like men, conscious of their merits, but who re- 
spected the work of their own hands ; and the 
emperor clearly understood, that his son's en- 
gagements with Venice and the pilgrims must 
be ratified without hesitation or delay. With- 
drawing into a private chamber with the em- 
press, a chamberlain, an interpreter, and the 
four ambassadors, the father of young Alexius 
inquired with some anxiety into the nature of 
his stipulations. The submission of the Eastern 
empire to the pope, the succour of the Holy 
land, and a present contribution of two hundred 
thousand marks of silver.— " These conditions 
" are weighty ,** was his prudent reply; " they 
" are hard to accept, and difficult to perform. 
" But no conditions can exceed the measure of 
" your services and deserts." After this satis- 
factory assurance, the barons mounted on horse- 
back, and introduced the heir of Constantino- 
ple to the city and palace. His youth and 
marvellous adventures engaged every heart in 
his favour, and Alexius was solemnly crowned 
with his father in the dome of St Sophia. In 
the first days of his reign, the people, already 
blessed with the restoration of plenty and peace, 
was delighted by the joyful catastrophe of the 
tragedy; and the discontentof the nobles, their 
regret, and their ffears, were covered by the po- 
lished surface of pleasure and loyalty. The 
mixture of two discordant nations in the same 
capital might have been pregnant with mischief 
and danger ; and the suburb of Galata, or Pera, 
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was assigned for the quarters of the French and chap. 
Venetians, . But the liberty of trade and fami- ^'^• 

liar intercourse was allowed between the friend- "'" 

ly nations; and each day the pilgrims were 
tempted, by devotion or curiosity, to visit the 
churches and palaces of Constantinople. Their 
rude minds, insensible perhaps of the finer arts, 
were astonished by the magnificent scenery; 
and the poverty of their native towns enhanced 
the populousness and riches of the first metro- 
polis of Christendom.' Descending from his 
state, young Alexius was prompted by interest 
and gratitude to repeat his frequent and fami- 
liar visits to his Latin allies ; and in the free^ 
dom of the table, the gay petulence of the French 
sometimes forgot the emperor of the East' In 
their most serious conferences, it was agreed, 
that the re-union of the two churches must be 
the result of patience and time ; but avarice was 
less tractable than zeal; and a large sum was 
instantly disbursed to appease the wants, and 
silence the importunity, of the crusaders/ Alex- 
ius was alarmed by the approaching hour of 

' Compare, in the rude energy of Villebardoiitn (No. 66, 100) the in- 
itde and outside views of Conetantioople, and tlieir impresftion on the 
miods of the pilgrims . cette ville (says lie) que de tontesles autrei ^re 
iouTeraine. See the parallel passages of Fulcherius Caruotensis, Hist. 
Hierosol. 1. i, c. 4, and Will. Tyr. ii, S, xx, 26« 

* As they played at dice, the Latins took off his diadem, and dap> 
ped on his head a woollen or hairy cap, to /uE>«Xu<rpiirfc mm wmy» 
MXtifw Mmfpmamf WfAa (Nicetas, p. 868). If these merry compa- 
oious were VenetiaBSy it was the insolence of trade and a conmon- 
wealth. . 

*• ViUchardonin, No. 101. Dandolo, p. 822. The doge affirms, that 
the Venetians were paid more slowly than the French ; hut he owat 
that the histories of the two nations differed on that subject. Had he 
read Villehardouin ? The Greeks complained, however, qood totiw 
GraBcise opes transtnlisset (Gnnther, Hist. C. P. c. 18). See the lanctt* 
tations and invectives of Nicetas (^» 866). 
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CHAP.* their departure ; their absence might have re- 
. lieved him from the engagement which he was 
yet incapable of performing; but his friends 
would have left him, naked and alone, to the 
caprice and prejudice of a perfidious nation. 
He wished to bribe their stay, the delay of a 
year, by undertaking to defray their expence, and 
to satisfy, in their name, the freight of the Vene- 
tian vessels. The oflfer was agitated in the coun- 
cil of the barons; and, after a repetition of their 
debates arid scruples, a majority of votes again 
acquiesced in the advice of the doge, and the 
prayer of the young emperor: At the price of 
sixteen hundred pounds of gold, he prevailed on 
the mar(]fui8 of M ontferrat to lead him with an 
army round the provinces of Europe ; to esta- 
blish his authority, and pursue his uncle, while 
Constantinople was awed by the presence of 
Baldwin^ and his confederates of France and 
Flanders. The expedition was successful ; the 
blind emperorexulted in the success of bis arms, 
and listened to the predictions of his flatterers, 
that the same providence which had raised him 
from the dungeon to the throne would heal his 
gout, restore his sight, and watch over the long 
prosperity of his reign. Yet the mind pf the sus- 
picious old man was tormented by the rising 
glories of his son ; nor could his pride conceal 
£hom his envy, that while his own name was 
pronounced in feiint and reluctant acclamations, 
the royal youth was the theme of spontanj^ous 
and universal praise.^ 

^ The reign of Alcxiiii ComDcniM occupies three boolci in ^icctas, 
p. t91-S62. The short restoration of Isaac and liis son is despatched 
in Stc chapters, p. t6a-S6S. 
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By the recent invasion, the Greeks were awak* chap 
ened from a dream of nine centuries; from the. 



vain presaraption that the capital of the Roman Qaarreior 
empire was impregnable to foreign arms. IheaodLaUM 
strangers of the West had violated the city, and 
bestowed the sceptre of Constantine ; their im- 
perial clients soon became as unpopular as 
themselves: the well-known vices of Isaac were 
rendered still more contemptible by his infirmi- 
ties, and the young Alexius was hated, as an 
apostate, who had renounced the manners and 
religion of his country. His secret covenant 
with the Latins was divulged or suspected ; the 
people, and especially the clergy, were devout- 
ly attached to their faith and superstition ; and 
every convent, and every shop, resounded 
with the danger of the church, and the tyranny 
of the ,pope/ An empty treasury could ill 
supply the demands of legal luxury and fo* 
reign extortion; the Greeks refused to avert, 
by a general tax, the impending evils of servi* 
tude and pillage; the oppression of the rich 
excited a more dangerous and personal resent* . 
ment; and if the emperor melted the plate, and 
despoiled the images, of the sanctuary, he 
seefmed to justify the complaints of heresy and 
sacrilege. During the absence of marquis Bo- 
niface and his imperial pupil, C<ftistantinople 
was visited with a calamity which might be 

■ When Nic€taf reproaches Alcxiiu for hit fanpiooe Icagne, ho be* 
fctows the harshest name on the popc*s new religion /mk^mt mi atv. 
girmnf ... v«ffftTp0«ii? vtrUfC • . . . 'J'*' *« Ham WfmfMin MMon^ftM . • • • 
urrmlkta Ti juu ftrrMrfturiy rtn ir«Xaw»v P«/MM<(f tAtn (p. 848). Soch 
was the sincere language of every Greek to the last gasp of the en* 
©ire 
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CHAP jastly imputed to the zeal and indiscretion of 
^^^^the Flemish pilgrims/ In one of their Tisits to 
the city, they were scandalized by the aspect of 
a mosch or synagogue, in which one god was 
worshipped, without a partner or a son. Their 
effectual mode of controversy was to attack the 
infidels with the sword, and their habitation 
with fire ; but the infidels, and some christian 
neighbours, presumed to defend their lives and 
properties ; and the flames which bigotry had 
kindled consumed the most orthodox and in- 
nocent structures. During eight days and 
nights, the conflagration spread above a league 
in front, from the harbour to the Propontis, 
over the thickest and most popul6us regions 
of the city. It is not easy to count tbe stately 
churches and palaces that were i:educed to a 
smoking ruin, to value the merchandise that 
perished in the trading streets, or to number 
the families that were involved in the common 
destruction. By this outrage, which the doge 
and the barons in vain affected to disclaim, the 
name of the Latins became still more unpopu- 
lar ; and the colony of that nation, above fifteen 
thousand persons, consulted their safety in a 
hasty retreat from the city to the protection of 
their standard in the suburb of Pera. The 
emperor returned in triumph ; but the firmest 
and most dexterous policy v»ould have be^i 
insufficient to steer him thr--oh the tempest, 
which overwhelmed, the person and government 



* NiceUi (p. S55) is poiitWe in toe charge, and specifiea the ! 
^C* (t^«/'Uoiic), though he if wrong in rappoiing it an ancient name. 
Villehardoain (No. 107) ezcnlpates the barons, and if Ignount (|icrliapa 
affectedly ignorant) of tbe names of the gvilty. 
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of that unhappy youth. His own inclination, chxp. 
and his father's advice, attached him to his be- ,^«.^ J,.^ 
nefactors ; but Alexius hesitated between gra- 
titude and patriotism, between the fear of his . 
subjects and of his allies.* By his feeble and 
fluctuating conduct he lost the esteem and con- 
fidence of both ; and while he invited the mar- 
quis of Montferrat to occupy the palace, he suf- 
fered the nobles to conspire, and the people to 
arm, for the deliverance of their country. Re- 
gardless of his painful situation, the Latin chiefs 
repeated their demands, resented his delays, 
suspected his intentions, and exacted a decisive 
answer of peace or war. The haughty sum- 
mon^ was delivered by three French knights 
aud three Venetian deputies, who girded their 
swords, mounted their horses, pierced through 
the angry multitude, and entered with a fear- 
less countenance the palace and presence of the 
Greek emperor. In a peremptory tone, they 
recapitulated their services and his engagements; 
and boldly declared, that unless their just 
claims wrere fully and immediately satisfied, 
they should no longer hold him either as a so- 
vereign or a friend. After this defiance, the 
first thait had ever wounded an imperial ear, 
they departed without betraying any symptoms 
of fear; but cfieir escape from a servile palace 
and a furious city astonished the ambassadors 
themselves; and their return to the camp was 
the signal of mutual hostility 

* Compare the raipicioiis and complaiots of Nicctas (p. 860-MS) 
wttii Uie blnnt charget of Baldwin of Flaaden (Oeita Innocent iii, c 
92, p. 634), cum -patriarcha et mole nobilimn, aobi* promuiii perfvrat 

*i Ditndax. ^ 
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CHAH. Among the Greeks, all authority and wisdom 
^^ were overborne by tlie impetuous multitude, who 
iTie ww' mistook their rage for valour, their numbers for 
1*^1204 strength, and their fanaticism for the support and 
inspiration of heaven. In the eyes of both na- 
tions Alexius was false and contemptible : the 
base and spurious raceof theAngeli was rejected 
with clamorous disdain ; and the people of Con* 
stantinople encompassed the senate, to demand 
at their hands a more worthy emperor. Toevery 
senator, conspicuous by his birth or dignity, they 
successively presented the purple; by each senar 
tor the deadly garment was repulsed ; the contest 
lasted three days ; and we may learn from the 
historian Nicetas, one ofthe members of the as- 
sembly, that fear and weakness were the guar- 
dians of their loyalty* A phantom, who vanish- 
ed in oblivion, was forcibly proclaimed, by the 
crowd ;' but the author of the tumult, and thie 
leader bf the war was a prince of the house of 
Ducas ; and his coimnon appellation of Alexins 
must be discriminated by the epithet of Mour- 
zoufle,' which in the vulgar idiom expressed the 
close junction of his Mack and shaggy eye-brows. 
At once a patriot and a courtier, the perfidious 
Mourzoufle, who was not destitute of cunning 
and courage, opposed the Latins both in speech 
and action, inflamed the passions and prejudices 
ofthe Greeks, and insinuated himself into the 
favour and confidence of Alexius, who trusted 

' HU name was Nicholai Canabm ; he deterred tbe praise of Nicctat 
and the ▼enfeance of Monnoafle (p. S62). 

■ VillehardoaiB (K(». lift) speaki of him as a fiiToacite* withovt 
knowinf that he was a prince of the blood, Angdiu and Okcos. Da» 
liange, who pries into ettry comer, believes him to be the sod of iMae 
Dacas Sebastocrator, and second consin of yomg Aleiivs* 
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bim with the office of great chamberlain; and chap. 
tinged his buskins with the colours of royalty. ,^*,,, 
At the dead of night he rushed into the bed- 
chamber with an affrighted aspect, exclaiming; 
that the palace was attacked by the people and 
betrayed by the guards. Starting from his couch, 
the unsuspecting prince threw himself in the 
arms of his enemy, who had contrived his es* 
cape by a private staircase. But that staircase Atodat 
terminated in a prison: Alexius was seized,^ uitdt-^ 
stripped, and loaded with chains ; and, after JSSiKmL 
tasting some days the bitterness of death, he ^ 
was poisoned, or strangled, or beaten with 
clubs, at the command or in the presence pf 
the tyrant. The emperor, Isaac Angelus soon 
followed his son to the grave, and Mour- 
zoufle, perhaps, might spare the superfluous 
crime of hastening the extinction of* impotence 
and blindness. 

The death of the emperors, and the usurpar second 
tioa ofMourzoufle, bad changed the nature ofj^^, 
the quarrel. It was no longer the disagreement ^P"^ 
of allies who over-valued their services, or n^- ' 
lected their obligations : the French and Yene* 
tians forgot their complaints against Alexius, 
dropt a tear on the untimely fate of their com- 
panion, and swore revenge against the perfidi- 
ous nation who had crowned his assassin. Yet 
the prudent doge was still inclined to nego- 
ciate ; he asked as a debt, a subsidy, or a fine, 
fifty thousand pounds of gold, about two mil- 
lions sterling ; nor would the conference have 
been abruptly broken, if the zeal or polfcy of 
Mourzoufle had not refused to sacrifice the 
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CHAP. Greek church to the safety of the state.^ A* 
^ midst the invective of his foreign and domestic 
enemies, we may discern, that he was not un- 
worthy of the character which he had assumed, 
of the public champion : the second si^e of 
Constantinople was far more laborious than the 
first; the treasury was replenished, and disci- 
pline was restored, by a severe inquisition into 
the abuses of the former jeign; and Mourzoufle, 
an iron mace in his hand, visiting the posts, and 
affecting the port and aspect of a warrior, was 
an object of terror to his soldiers, at least, and 
to his kinsmen. Before and after the death of 
Alexius, the Greeks made two vigorous and 
well-conducted attempts to bum the navy id 
the harbour ; but the skill and courage of the 
Venetians repulsed the fire-ships, and the va- 
grant flames wasted themselves without injury 
in the sea.' In a nocturnal sally the Greek 
emperor was vanquished by Henry, brother of 
the count of Flanders ; the advantages of num- 
ber and surprise aggravated the shame of his 
defeat ; his buckler was found on the field of 
battle; and the imperial standard,*" a divine 
image of the vii^in was presented, as a trophy 
and a relic, to the. Cistersian monks, the dis- 

^ This negotiation, probable in itself, and attested by Nicetat (p. 
S66) is omitted as scandalous by tbe delicacy of DanddoaBd Villfhif' 
doiiln. 

' Baldwin mentions both attempts to fire the fleet (Gest. c, 92« p^ 
iS4, iS5) ; ViUehardooin (No. 113.116) only dtjcribcs tbe fiiM. It is 
remarkable, that neither of these warriors observe any pccoliarpropciw 
ties in the Greek fire. 

k Dacange (No. 119) ponrs forth a torrent of leanifaif ob tibe Gm§^ 
hm hHpervd^ This banner of the Tirgin is shewn atVcniccasatrofhy 
and relic : if it be genninc, the pionsdogc most have cheated thcasonks 
ofCiteanx. 
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ciples of St. Bernard. Near three months, chap 
withotit excepting the holy season of Lent, were »^.,,^.^. 
consumed in skirmishes and preparations, be- 
fore the Latins were ready or resolved fqr a 
general assault The land fortifications had 
been found impregnable ; and the Venetian pi- 
lots represented, that, on the shore of the Pro- 
pontis, the anchorage was unsafe, and the ships 
must be driven by the current far away to the 
streights of the Hellespont; a prospect not un^ 
pleasing to the reluctant pilgrims, who songht 
every opportunity of breaking the army. From 
the harbour, therefore, the assault was deter- 
mined by the assailants, and expected by the be* 
sieged ; and the emperor had placed his scarlet 
pavilions on a neighbouring height, to direct 
and animate the efforts of his troops. A fear« 
less spectator, whose mind could entertain the 
ideas oi pomp and pleasure, might have ad* 
mired the long array of two embattled armies, 
which extended above half a league, the one on 
the ships and gallies, the other on the walls and 
towers raised above the ordinary level by seve 
ral stages of wooden turrets. Their first fury 
was spent in the discharge of darts, stones, 
and fire, from the engines ; but the water was 
deep; the French were bold; the Venetians 
were skilful ; they approached the walls ; and 
a desperate conflict of swords, spears, and bat- 
tle-axes, was fought on the trembling bridges 
that grappled the floating, to the stable, bat 
teries. In more than an hundred places, the 
assault was urged, and the defence was sus- 
tained ; till the superiority of ground and num- 
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CHAP bers finally preyailed, and the Latin trumpets 
^^ sounded a retreat On. the ensuing days, the 
attack was renewed with equal vigour, and 
a similar event; and in the night, the doge 
and the barons held a council, apprehensive only 
for the public danger ; not a voice pronounced 
the words of escape or treaty ; and each warrior, 
according to his temper,' embraced the hope of 
victory, or the assurance of a glorious death.' 
By the experience of the former siege, the 
Greeks were instructed but the Latins were ani- 
mated; and the knowledge that Constantinople 
might be taken was of more avail than the local 
precautions which that knowledge had inspired 
for Its defence. In the third assault, two ships 
were linked together to double their strength ; 
a strong north wind drove them on the shore ; 
the bishops of Troyes and Soissons led the van; 
and the auspicious names of the pilgrim and 
the paradise resounded along the line." The 
episcopal banners were displayed on the walls; 
an hundred marks of silver had been promised 
to the first adventurers; and if their reward 
was intercepted by death, their names have 
been immortalised by fame. Four towers were 
scaled ; three gates were burst open ; and the 
French knights, who might tremble on the 
waves, felt themselves invincible on horseback 
on the solid ground. Shall I relate that the 

1 Villehardoain (No. 126) confesses, that tnnlt ere (^nlnt peril; aad 
anntherat (Histj C. P. c. 18) affirms, that nnlb spet ▼ictoriK arridere 
poterat. Yet the knight despUes those who thonght of flight, and the 
Monk praises bis conntrymen who were resolved on death 

* Baldwin; and all the writers, honour the oattiea of tbe«e tiro g«l-> 
Uca, fetici ansptcio 
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thousands who guarded the emperoFs person chap. 
fled on the approach and before the lance of a,,^,,,„,, 
single warrior? Their ignominious flight is at- . 
tested I>y their countryman Nicetas; an army q( 
phantoms marched with the French hero,, and 
he was magnified to a giant in the eyes of the 
Greeks/ While the fugitives deserted their 
posts and cast away their arms, the Latins en- 
tered the city under the banners of their leaders; 
the streets and gates opened for their passage ; 
and either design or accident kindled a third 
conflagration, which consumed in a few hours 
the measure of three of the largest cities of 
France.* In the close of the evening, the ba- 
rons checked their troops, and fortified their 
stations; they were awed by the extent and 
populousness of the capital, which might yet 
require the labour of a month, if the churches 
and palaces were conscious of their internal 
strength. But in the morning, a suppliant pro- 
cession, with crosses and images, announced 
the submission of the Greeks, and deprecated 
the wrath of the conquerors ; the usurper 
escaped through the golden gate; the ^ alaces 
of Blachernae and Boucoleon were occupied 
by the count of Flanders and the marquis of 

' With an alltuion to Homer, NiceUt calls him miA •eyvi«c, nine 
orgys, or eighteen yards high, a statnre which woald indeed have ex* 
' ciised the terror of the Gr^ek. On tiiii occasion, the hiitojiau seems 
fouder of the marvellons than of his country, or perhaps of truth. 
Baldwin exclaims in the words of the pialmiBt, persequitur onus ea 
nobis centum alienos. 

* Viliehardouin (No. 130) is again ignorant of the authors of tkii 
more legitimate fire, which is ascribed by Gnnther to a quidam comes 
Teutonitus (c. 14). They leem ashamed, the incendiaries ! 

VOL. XI. Q 
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CHAP. JVfoBtferrat; and the empire, which still boit? 
^,!l^i..*the name of Coustantin^, aod the title of Bo- 
maii, was Bubverted by the arms of the Latin 
pilgrims.' . 
PiUaffc «f Constantinople had been taken by storm ; and 
ti^opkT no restraints, except those of religion and hu- 
manity, were imposed on the conquerors bj the 
laws of war. Boniface marquis of Montferrat 
still acted as their general ; and the Greeks, 
who revered bis name as that of their future 
sovereign, were heard to exclaim in a lament- 
able tone, '' Holy marquis-king, have mercy 
" upon us !" His prudence or compassion open- 
ed the gates of the city to the fugitives ; and he 
exhorted the soldiers of the cross to spare the 
lives of their fellownchristians. The streams oi 
blood that flow down the pages of Nicetas, may 
be reduced to the slaughter of two thousand of 
his unresisting countrymen;'' and the greater 
part was massacred, not by the strangers, but 
by the Latins, who had been driven from the 
city, and who exercised the revenge of a tri- 
umphant faction. Yet, of the^e exiles, some 
were less mindful of injuries than of benefits; 
and Nicetas himself was indebted for his safety 

' For the second sltgt and conqaest of CoBstaatiooplc, ict Villebar- 
dmin (No. 11S-1S2), Baldwin*8 tecoud epistle to lonoccnt iii» (Gesta, 
c. IMI, p. 5S4-6S7), with the whole reign of MooivoiiSe, in Nicetaa (p. 
36ti4l76) ( and borrow some hints from Dandolo (Chron. Veact. p. Si7- 
SBO) and Gnnther (Hist. C. P. c. 14-18), who add the decorations of 
prophecy and vision. The former produces an oracle of the Erjth- 
nean sjbil, of a great armament on the Adriatic, nnder a blind chief, 
against Byzantium, J^c. Curious enough, were the prediction anterior 
to the lact. 

1 Cccidernnt tamen ei die ciTium quasi duo millia, Ace. (Ounther, 
e. 18). Arithmctie is an eAcellent toachstone to try the ampIificatioM 
of passion and rhetoric. 
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to the genercKsity of a V^eiielian merchaat. Pope chap. 
lonoceat the third accuses the pilgrims of re- l^- ' 
spediog, in tiieir lust, neither age nor sect, nor """ 
religious profession ; and bitterly laments that 
the deeds of darkness, fornication, adultery, 
and incest, were perpetrated in open day ; and 
that noble matrons and holy nuns were pollute 
ed by the grooms and peasants of the catholic 
camp ' It is indeed probable that the licence 
of victory prompted and covered a multitude of 
sins ; but it is certain, that the capital of the 
East con tamed a stock of venal or willing beau- 
ty, sufficient to satiate the desires, of twenty 
thousand pilgrims ; and /emale prisoners were 
no longer subject to the right or abuse of do- 
naestic slavery. The marquis of Montferrat 
was the patron of discipline and decency ; the 
count of Flanders was the mirror of chastity : 
they had forbidden, under pain of death, the 
rape of married women, or virgins, or nuns ; 
and the proclamation was sometimes invoked 
by the vanquished' and respected by the vic- 
tors. Their cruelty and lust were moderated 
by the authority of the chiefs and feelings of 
the soldiers ; for we are no longer di^scribing an 
irruption of the northern savages ; and how- 
ever ferocious they might still appear, time, 

' 9)nd«m (sajf Innoecnt ixi, Geste, c. 94, p. 53»> nee rcligioni, 
nee miMtif nee sezni pepereernnt s sed fornicationes, tdnlteria, ct 
iaccptv, in ^ocenUt onniiim exerccntet, non lolte naritatai et ndnai, 
■ed et piiatronai et rurginet Deoqae dicatety exporatnint tpurcitiia 
garcionmn. ViUehardonin takes no notice of tbete common inci^ 
d€pt#. 

■ Nie^aB layed af d afterFar^i marrjed, ft nobte Tirgin (p. 880), 
whom a soldier, nri futfnm ortXXMf cnlw nn0gmfAifumi h»A almoft fit" 
]»4ed !• unlf pf^tj^grOi^f l»«sV4«*«vi » WW)^« 
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CHAP, policy, and religion, had civilized the manners 
^*' of the French, and still more of the Italians. 
But a free scope was allowed to their avarice, 
which was glutted, even in the holy week, by 
the pillage of Constantinople. The right of 
victory, unshackled by any promise or treaty, 
had confiscated the public and private wealth of 
' the Greeks ; and every hand, according to its 
size and strength, might lawfully execute the 
sentence and seize the forfeiture. A portable 
and universal standard of exchange was found 
in the coined and uncoined metals of gold and 
silver, which t^ach captor at home or abroad 
might convert into the possessions most suitable 
to his temper and situation. Of the treasures, 
which trade and luxury had accumulated, the 
silks, velvets, furs, the gems, spices, and rich 
moveables, were the most precious, as they 
could not be procured for money in the ruder 
Difiiion of countries of Europe. An order of rapine was 
*h€ ipou. iugtitut^j . uQj. ^^g ^i^g share of each individual 

abandoned to industry or chance. Under the 
tremendous penalties of perjury, excommunica* 
tion, and death, the Latins were boulid to deli- 
ver their plunder into the common stock ; three 
churches were selected for the deposit and dis- 
tribution of the spoil: a single share was alloted 
to a foot soldiers ; two for a serjeant on horse- 
back; four to a knight ; and larger proportions 
according to the rank and merit of the barons 
and princes. For violating this sapred engage- 
ment, a knight belonging to the count of St. Paul, 
Was hanged vnth his shield and coat of arms 
round his neck : his example might render si- 
milar offenders more artful and discreet ; but 
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avarice waisr more powerful than fear ; and it is chap. 
generally believed, that the secret far exceeded ^^^J,,, 
the acknowledged plunder. Yet the magnitude 
of the prize surpassed the largest scale of expe- 
rience or expectation/ After the whole had 
been equally divided between the French and 
Venetians, fifty thousand marks were deduct- 
ed to satisfy *the debts of the former and the de* 
mands of the latter. The residue of the French 
amounted to four hundred thousand marks of 
silver" about eight hundred thousand pounds 
sterling ; nor can I better appreciate the value 
of that sum in the public and private transac- 
tions of the age, than by defining it at seven 
times the annual revenue of the kingdom of 
England.' 

In this gre^t revolution we enjoy the singular J^^ 
felicity of comparing the narratives of Villebar« Omk«»; 
douin and Nicetas, the oppoisite feelings of the 
marshal of Champagne and the Byzantine sena- 
tor.^ At the first view %t would seem that the 

' Of the general mats of wealth, Gnntber obserrei, nt de panperi- 
bu et advVnii cites ditiatimi rcddereotar (Hist/C. P. c. 18) ; ViUcbar-^ 
doain (No. IBS), that since the creation, ne (a tant gaaignii dam one 
▼ill i Baldwin (Geita, c. 99), nt tantam tota non tideator poMidcrc 
Latinitas. 

" Viilebardonin, No, 1SS.186. Instead of 400,000, there is a Tari-; 
oni reading of 600,000. The Venetians had offered to take the whole 
booty, and to give 400 marks to each knight, 200 to each priest and 
horseann, and 100 to each foot soldier : they woald have been great 
losers (La Bean, Hist du Bas-£mpire, ton. xz, p. 606). I know not 
from whence. 

* At the eonncil of Lyons (▲• ]>. f!S45), the English ambassadoia 
stated the revenae of the crown as below that of the foreign clergy^ 
which amounted to 60,000 marks a-year (Matthew Paris, p. 4flft 
Home's History of England, vol. ii, p. 170> 

5 The diiorders of the Mck of ConftaatiDople^ and his own adfc% 
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CHAP, wealth of CpnstantiDople was only transierrecl 
^^ from one nation to another j and that the Iom 
'"""and sorrow of the Greeks is exactly balaiieed 
by the joy and advantag^e of the Latins. But ia 
the miserable account of war, the gain is ne^er 
equivalent to the loss, the pleasure to the pain: 
the l^miles of the Latins were trahsient and fal- 
lacious I the Greeks fol* eyet itept oter the ruins 
€ff their country $ and their real eklamitios were 
aggravated by sacrilege and mockery. What 
ben^ts accrued to the conquerors from the 
three fires which annihilated so vast a portion 
of the buildings atid riches of the city ? What a 
stock of such things^ as could neither he used 
tior transported, was maliciously or wantonly 
destroyed ? How much treasure was idly wast- 
ed in gaming^ debauchery, and riot? And 
what precious Objects were bartered for a vile 
price by the impatience or ignorance of the sol- 
diers, vvhose rewai'd was stolen by the base in- 
dustry of the last of ^the Greeks ? These alone, 
who had nothing to lose, might derive some 
profit from the r<?to!ti(ioti ; but the misery of 
the upper ranks of society is strongly painted 
in the piersonall adventurei^ of Nicetas himself. 
{lis stately palace had been reduced to ashes 
in the secofid conflagration ; actd the senator, 
with his family and friends found an obscure 
shelter in another house which he possessed 
near the church of St. Sophia. It was the door 
of this mean habitation that his friend the Ve- 

tarci, are feelicgly detcribed b^ ^fcetM, p. ter-S69, Kbd in die 
Stittti fJrb. C. P. p. S75-384. Hh tompMhtM «ven of Uetiltgt: are 
jofltified by InnoeeDt iii (Gesta» c. 92) ; bnt VillelMrcloiuii does not 
betny t symptom of pity or remorse. 
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Betian merchaDt guarded iri the disguise of a char 
soldier, till Nicetas €Ould save^ by a precipitate ^^' 
flight, the relics ofhifi fortune and the chastity ^f ""'^"' 
his daughter. In a cold wintry season, these fu- 
gitives, nurs^ed in the lap of prosperity, departed 
on foot; his wife was with child; the desertion 
of their slaves compelled them to carry their 
^^S^^ ^^ their own shoulders ; and their wo- 
men, whom they placed in the centre, were ex- 
horted to conceal their beauty with dirt, instead 
of adorning it with paint and jewels. Every 
step was exposed to insult and danger: the 
threats of the strangers were less painful than 
the taunts of the plebeians, with whom they 
were now levelled ; nor did the exiles breathe 
in safety till their raoumful pilgrimage was cour 
eluded at Selymbria, above forty miles from the 
capital. On tiieir way they overtook the patri- 
arch, without attendance, and almost without 
apparel, riding on an ass, and reduced to a 
state of apostolical poverty, which, had it befen 
voluntary, might perhaps have been meritori- 
ous. In the meanwhile, his desolate churches 
were profaned by the licentiousness and party 
zeal of the Latins. After stripping the gems saeriiegt 
and pearls, they converted the chalices into Jjlj^ 
drinking cups; their tables, on which they 
gamed and feasted, were covered with the pic- 
tures of Christ and the saints ; and they tram- 
pled under foot the most venerable objects of 
the christian worship. In the cathedral of St. 
Sophia^ the ample veil of the sanctuary wa9 
rent asunder for the sake of the golden fringe; 
and the altar, a monument of art and riches^ 
^as broken in pieces and shared among the 
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CHAP, captors. Their mules and horses were lauen 
...^... with the wrought silver and gilt carvings, which 
they tore down from the doors and pulpit; and 
if the beasts stumbled under the burthen, they 
were stabbed by their impatient drivers, and the 
holy pavement streamed with their impureblood. 
A prostitute was seated on the throne of the pa- 
triarch; and that daughter of Belial, as she is 
styled, sung and danced in the church, to ridi- 
cule the hymns and processions of the Orien- 
tals. Nor were the repositories of the royal 
dead secure from violation : in the church of 
the apostles, the tombs of the emperors were 
rilfled ; and it is said, that after six centuries 
the corpse of Justinian was found without any 
signs of decay or putrefaction. In the streets, 
the French and Flemings clothed themselves 
and their horses in painted robft and flowing 
head-dresses of linen ; and the coarse intempe- 
rance of their feasts' insulted the splendid so- 
briety of the East. To expose the arms of a 
people of scribes and scholars, they affected to 
display a pen, an ink-horn, and a sheet of par 
per, without discerning that the instruments of 
science and valour were alike feeble and use- 
less in the hands of the modem Greeks. 
Dntrncti- Their reputation and their language en- 
Itetact^* couraged them, however, to despise the igno- 
rance, and to overlook the progress, of the La- 
tins." In the love of the arts, the national dif- 

■ If I rightly apprehend the Greek of Nicetai*s rcceipU, their faroiip 
rite disliet were boiled bnttocks of beef, udt pork and peaic,aBdMnp 
made of gariic aad sharp or soar herbs (p. S8S). 

* Nicctms uses v«ry harsh expressious, vof* • y f rn/g f i mvut " Brnf^f^ mi 
nxi^v «MXtA0«TMc (Fragment, apnd Fabric. Bibliot Gnac. torn. Ti* p- 

414>. 
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Msrence was still more obvious and real ; ttie chap. 
Greeks . preserved with reverence the works of ^^ 
their ancestors, which they could not imitate;'"^""" 
and, in the destruction of the statues of Con- 
stantinople, we are provoked to join in the conir 
plaints and invectives of the Byzantine histo^ 
rian.^ We have seen how the rising city was 
adorned by the vanity and despotism of the im- 
perial founder : in the ruins of paganism, some 
gods and heroes were saved from the axe of su* 
perstition ; and the forum and hippodrome were 
dignified with the relics of a better age. Sev^ 
ral of these are described by Nicetas,* in a 
florid and affected style ; and, from his de- 
scriptions, I shall select some interesting parti- 
culars. 1. The victorious charioteers were cast 
in bronze, at their own, or the public, charge, 
and fitly placed in the hippodrome : they stood 
aloft in their chariots, wheeling round the goal ; 
the spectators could admire their attitude, and 
judge of the resemblance; and of these figures^ 
the most perfect might have been transported 
from the Olympic stadium. 2. The sphynx^ 
river-horse, and crocodile, denote the cliipate 

414). ThU reproach, it u true, applies most itrongly to their igaor* 
ance of Greek and of Homer. In their own language, the Latini of tha 
twelfth and thirteenth centnriet were not destitute of literature. Sec 
Harris** Philological Inquiries, p. lii, c. 9, 10, 11. 
, ^ Nicetas was of Chooss in Phrygia (the old Colossss of St. Paul) s ha 
raised himself to the honours of senator, judge of the Teii, and great 
logothete ; beheld the Ml of th« empire, returned to Nice, and com- 
posed an elaborate hlstoiy from the death of Alexias' Comnenus to tho 
reign of Henry. 

* A manuscript of Nicetas in the Bodleiaii library contains this W 
riona fragment on the statues of Constantinople, which fraud, or shanM^ 
ur rather carelessness, has dropt in the common editions. It is pub- 
lished by Fabricius (Bibliot Or«c. tom. vi, p«r40f-410), and homodo- ' 
rately praised by the late ingenious Mr. Harris of SaUsbni^ ^hilal*; 
l^al Inquiries, p. ii, c. 5, p« S01-S12) 
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CHAP, and imnufiictiire of Egjfft, Md tliif srpoils of 
^^^^^^^Jhat ancient province. 3. The^d-wdlf s^tMrkling 
Roinnlusand Remus; a subject alike pteasing 
to the ^rf and thefia(;Ilofmai»i; litit whkh c6nkl 
rarely be treated before the decline of" the Greek 
seiilpture. 4. An eagle bolding and fearlti^ a 
serpent in his talons ; a domestic monument of 
the By2antines, which they ascribed, not to a 
human artist, but to the magic power of the 
philosopher Apollonius, who, by his talismfaK, 
delirered the city from such renemous reptile^ 
6. An asfif, and his driver; which were erected 
by Ailgustti^ in his colony of Nicopolis, to 
coftittieniorate k YeifbAl omen of the victorf 
(A Actium. A An equestrian tftatu e ; which 
passed, in the tujgar opinion, for Joshua, the 
Jewish conqu^Of , fiftretching out his hand to 
stop the course of th* descending sun. A more 
classical tradition recognised the figures of Bel- 
ierophon and Pegasus ; and the free attitude oi 
the fsietA seemed to mark (hat he trode on air, 
rather than on the earth. 7. A square and 
kfty obelisk of brasir : the sides were embossed 
with a variety of picturescytie and rural scenes; 
birds singing ; rustics labouring, or playing on 
thdr pipes; sheep bleating; lambs skipping; 
the sea, and a scene of fish and fishing ; little 
naked cupids laughing, playing, and pelting 
each other with apples ; and, on the summit, a 
female figure turning with the slightest breath, 
and thence denominated the tvinds atteftdani. 
•. The Phrygian shepherd presenting to Venus 
the prize of beauty, the apple of discord. 9. 
The incomparable statue of Helen ; which is 
delineated by Nicetas in the words of admira* 
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tion and love: her well tatned feet, snowy arms, chap. 
rosy lips, bewitching smiles, swimming eyes, ,^^.^ J^, 
arched eye-brows, the harmony of her shape, 
the h'ghtness of her drapery, and her flowing 
locks that waved in the wind ; a beauty that 
might have moved her barbarian destroyers to 
pity and remorse. 10. The manly or divine form 
of Hercides/ as he was restored to life by (he 
master-hand of Lysippns; of such magnitude, 
that his thumb tras equal to the waist, his leg to 
the stature, of a common man ;^ his chest ample, 
his shoulders broad, his limbs strong and mus- 
cular, his hair curled, his aspect commanding. 
Without his bow, or quiver, or club, his lion's 
skin carelessly thrown over him, he was seated 
on an osier basket, his right leg and arm 
stretched to the utmost, his left knee bent, and 
supporting his elbow, his head reclining on his 
left hand, his countenance indignant and pensive. 
IK A colossal statuie of Juno, which had once 
adorned her temple of Samos ; the enormous 
head by fouryoke of oxen was laboriously drawn 
to the palace. 12. Another colossus, of Pallas 
or Minerva, tliirty feetin height, and represent- 
ing with admirable spirit the attributes and cha» 
racter of the martial maid. Before we accuse the 
Latins, it is just to remafk, that this Pallas was 
destroyed after the first siege, by the fear and 

* To iUnstrete the itatue of Htrenlci, Mr. Rarrii quotei ft Greet 
epigram, and cBgiatee * beauttftri gem, wMch does not bonever copy 
tke attUvde of the Mat«e : In the latter, Herenles bad not hU ciub, 
and hit right leg and afm m4tt tttttided. 

* I tnrtMcrlbe th«#e (rfopo^tiotti, which appear to me incomiitent wiCi 
each other ; and maj potsiW)^ ibew, that the boasttd taito of Niecte 
vas BO more than affectation and vanity. 
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CHAP superstition of the Greeks themselves.' The 
;Other statues of brass which 1 have enumerated 
were broken and melted by the unfeeling ava- 
rice of the crusaders : the cost and labour were 
consumed in a moment; the soul of genius 
evaporated in smoke ; and'the remnant of base 
metal was coined into money for the payment 
of the troops. Bronze is not the tnost durable 
of monuments : from the marble forms of Phi- 
dias and Praxiteles, the Latins might turn aside 
with stupid contempt ;• but unless they were 
crushed by some accidental injury, those use- 
less stones stood secure on their pedestals.^ 
The most enlightened of the strangers, above 
the gross and sensual pursuits of their country- 
men, more piously exercised the right of con- 
quest m the search and seizure of the relics of ^ 
the saints/ Immense was the supply of heads 
and bones, crosses and images, that were scat- 
tered by this revolution over the churches of 
Europe;, and such was the in crease of pilgrim- 
age and oblation, that no branch, perhaps of 
more lucrative plunder was imported from the 

' Nicetas in luac Aogelo et Alezio, c 8, p. U9. Hie Lttin editor 
▼ery properly observes, that the historian, in his bombast style, pro- 
dnces ex pulice elephantem. 

« In two passages of Nieetas (edit ParU, p. S60. Fabrie. p. 408), 
the Latins are branded with the lively reproaeh oiUm juxv mnfmcn 
$m($H^9 snd their avarice of brass is clearly expressed. Yet the Ve- 
netians had the merit of removing foar bronse horses from Constantino- 
ple to the place of St. Mark (Sannto Vite del Dogi, in Moratori, Script. 
Bemm Italicamm, torn, zzii, p. 684). 

k Winckehnan, Hist, de I'Art, torn. iU, p. 809, 870. 

' See the pious robbery of the abbot Martin, who transferred a rich 
cargo to his monastery of Paris, ^oeese of Basil (Gnnther, Hist C. P. 
c. 10, 88,84). Yet in secreting this booty, tilt saint incontd an €» 
ca m m nn i c ation, and perhaps broke hif oadu 
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fiast.^ Of the writings of antiquity, many that ^hap' 
still existed in the twelfth century are now lost ^^• 
But the pilgrims were not solicitous to save or' 
transport the Tolumes of an unknown tongue : 
the perishable substance of paper or parchment 
can only be preserred by the multiplicity of 
copies ; the literature of the Greeks had almost 
centered in the metropolis ; and, without com- 
puting the extent of pur loss, we may drop a 
tear over the libraries that have perished in the 
triple fire of Constantinople.' 

^ Flenry, Hist. Ecdct. tom. xvi, p. lS9-14ff. 

* I tball coDciade this chapter with the notice of a modern history, 
which illiutrates th« taking of Constantinople by the Latins ; bnt 
which has fallen somewhat late into my hands. Paolo Ramnsio, the 
son of the compiler of t oyages, was directed by the senate of Venice to 
write the history of the conquest; and this order, which he received 
in his youth, he eiiecnted in a. mature age, by an elegiint Latin work, 
de Bello Constantinopolitano et Imperatoribns Comnenis per Oallos et 
Venetos restitntis (Venet.^ 1636, in folio). Ramasio, or Rhamnosns,' 
transcribes and translates seqoitnr ad ungnem, a ms. of Villehardouin 
which he possessed; but he enriches bis narrative with Greek and 
Latin materials, and we are indebted to him for a correct state' of the 
fleet, the names of the fifty Venetian nobles who commanded the gal- 
lies uf the republic, and the patriot opposition of Pantaleon Barbus to 
the tk^ict of the doge for emperor. 
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CHAP. LXI 

Partition of the empire by the French and Ven^ 
tians — Five Latin emperors of the houses of 
FUxnders and Cowrtenay — Their wars agamii 
the Bulgarians and Greeks — Weakness at^ po- 
verty of the Latin empire — Recovery of Cot^ 
stantinople by the Greeks^^General consequences 
of the crusades. 

CHAP. After the death of the lawful prioces, the 
^^'" French and Venetians, confident of justice and 
j^^^JJ"' victory, agreed to divide and regulate their fu- 
^ror^ ture possessions.* , It was stipulated by treaty, 
dwio I, that twelve electors, six of either nation, should 
Muy 0-16! be nominated ; that a majority should chuse the 
emperor of the East; and that, if the votes were 
equal, the decision of chance should ascertain 
the successful candidate. To him, with all the 
titles and prerogatives of the Byzantine throne, 
they assigned the two palaces of Boucoleon aiid 
Blachemae, with a fourth part of the Greek 
monarchy. It was defined that the three re- 
maining portions should be equally shared be- 
tween the republic of Venice and the barons of 
France; that each feudatory, with an honour- 
able exception for the doge, should acknow 
ledge and perform the duties of homage and 

* See the origins] treaty of partitioB, in the VcDctian Chronicle «f 
Andrew Dandolo, p. SM-tSO, and the tubsequent election in ViUehar^ 
douin» No. 186-140, with Dvcnnge in hit Ohaenrntionsy and the first 
book of hit Hittoire de Conttanttnojple toot TRnipire det Fnnvolt^ 
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military service to the supreme head of the em- chaf. 
pire ; that the nation which gave an emperor, ^^;^«^^ 
should resign to their brethren the choice of a 
patriarch; and that the pilgrims, whaterer 
might be their impatience to visit the Holy 
land, should devote another year to the con- 
quiest and defence of the Greek provinces. Af 
ter the conquest of Constantinople by the La- 
tins, the treaty was confirmed and executed ; 
and the first and most important step was the 
creation of an emperor. The six electors of Aa 
French nation were all ecclesiastics, the abbot 
of Loces, the archbishop elect of Acre in Pale- 
stine, and the bishops of Troyes, Soissons, Hair 
berstadt, and Bethlehem, the last of whom exer- 
cised in the camp the office of pope's legate : 
their profession and knowledge were respect^ 
able ; and as thetf could not be the objects, they 
were best qualified to be the authors, of the 
choice. The six Venetians were the principal 
servants of the state, and in this list the noble 
families of Querini and Contarini are still proud 
to discover their ancestors. The twelve as- . 
sembled in the chapel of the palace; and aftei 
the solemn invocation of the Holy Ghost, they ^ 
proceeded to deliberate and vote. A just im' ' 
pulse of respect and gratitude prompted them 
to crown the virtues of the doge : his wisdom 
bad inspired their enterprise; and the most 
youthful knights might envy and applaud the 
exploits of blindness and age. But the patriot 
Dandolo was devoid of all personal ambition, 
and fully satisfied that he had been judged wor- 
thy to reigii. His nomination was over-ruled 
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CHAP, by the Venetians themselves : his countrymen^ 
^^^ and perhaps his friends/ represented, with the 
eloquence of truth, the mischiefs that might 
arise to national freedom and the. common 
cause, from the union of two incdmpatible cha- 
racters, of the first magistrate of a republic and 
the emperor of the East. The exclusion of the , 
doge left room for the more equal merits of 
Boniface and Baldwin ; and at their names all 
meaner candidates respectfully withdrew. The 
marquis of M oniferrat was recommended by his 
mature age and fair reputation, by the choice of 
the adrenturers and the wishes of the Greeks; 
- nor can I believe that Venice, the mistress of 
. the sea, could be seriously apprehensive of a 
petty lord at the foot of the Alps/ But the 
count of Flanders was the chief of a wealthy 
and warlike peoplie ; he was valiant, pious, and 
chaste ; in the prime of live, since he was only 
thirty-two years of age; a descendant of Char- 
lemagne, a cousin of the king of France, and a 
compeer of the prelates and barons who had 
yielded with reluctance to the command of a 
foreigner. Without the chapel, these barons, 
with the doge and marquis at their head, ex- 
pected the decision of the twelve electors. Itwas 
announced by the bishop of Soissons, in the name 
of his colleagues: " Ye have sworn to obey the 

^ After mcntioniDg the ■omiaatioii of the doge by a French elector, 
hii kintiMii Andrew Dandolo appro? es his exclnsioo, qaidam Vcoeto* 
ram fidelii et nobiUi seocx, uiui oratioiie satis probabiliy &c. %bicb has 
been embroidered by modem writers from Blondis to Le Beav. 

* Nicetas (p. S84), with the Tain ifnoranee of a Greek, describes the 
marqois of Montferrat as a maritime power. AofAwmfiukf H ttiairba^ w«- 
fmkm. Was he deceived by the Byxantine theme of Lombaniy, wbicdi 
extended along the coast of Calabria f 
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*' prince whom we should chuse: by our unani- chaf. 
'* mous sufirage, Baldwin count ofFlanders and 
^* Hainault is now your sovereign, and the em 
" peror of the East.** He was saluted with loud 
applause, and the proclamation was re*echoed 
through the city by the joy of the Latins and the 
trembling adulation of the Greeks. Boniface 
was the first to kiss the hand of his rival, and to 
raise him on the buckler; and Baldwin was 
transported to the cathedral, and solemnly in- 
vested with the purple buskins! At the end of 
three weeks he was crowned by the legate, in 
the vacancy of a patriarch ; but the Venetian 
clergy soon filled the chapter of St. Sophia, 
seated Thomas Morosini on the ecclesiastical 
throne, and employed every art to perpetuate 
in their own nation the. honours and benefices 
of the Greek church/ Without delay the suc- 
cessor of Constantino instructed Palestine, 
France, and Rome, of this memorable revolu- 
tion. To Palestine he sent, as a trophy, the 
gates of Constantinople, and the chain of the 
harbour ;* and adopted, from the assise of Je- 
rusalem, the laws or customs best adapted to 
a French colony and conquest in the East. In 
bis epistles, the natives of France are encou- 
raged to swell that colony, and to secure that 
conquest, to people a magnificent city and a 

* They exacted an oath from Thomas Moroiini to appoiot no can- 
nons of St Sophia, the lawful electors, except Venetians who had 
lived ten years at Venice, &c. Bnt the foreign clergy was envlon^, 
the pope disapproTcd this national monopoly, and of the six Latin 
patriarchs of Constantinople, only the first and the last were Vene- 
tiiint. 

* Nicetas, p. 88S. 

VOL. XI. R 
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CHAP, fertile land, which will reward the labours both 

LXI f 

^, \^^ of the priest and the soldier. He congratulates 

the Roman pontiff on the restoration of his au- 
thority in the East ; invites him to extinguish 
the Greek schism by his presence in a general 
council ; and implores his blessing and forgiye- 
ness f<^ the disobedient pilgrims. Prudence 
and dignity are blended in the answer of Inno- 
cent.' In the subversion of the Byzantine em- 
pire, he arraigns the vices of man, and adores 
the providence of God : the conquerors will be 
absolved or condemned by their future conduct; 
the validity of their treaty depends on the judg- 
ment of St. Peter ; but he inculcates their most 
sacred duty of establishing a just subordina- 
tion of obedience and tribute, from the Greeks 
to the Latins, from the magistrate to the clergy, 
and from the clergy to the pope. 
Dmstonof lu the divisiou of the Greek provinces,^ the 
flBp^e^^ share of the Venetians was more ample than that 
of the Latin emperor. No more than one fourth 
was appropriated to his domain; a clear moiety 
of the remainder was reserved for Venice ; and 
the other moiety was distributed among the ad- 
venturers of France and Lombard y. The vene- 
rable Dandolo was proclaimed despot of Roma- 
nia, and invested after the Greek fashion with 

' The Epifltlei of Innocent iii, re a rich fknd for the eodeiiutical 
and civil institution of the Latin empire of Comtantiiiople ; and Che 
miMt important of these epistles (of which the collection in S rob. in 
folio, is published by Stephen Balwe) are inserted in his Gesta, in Mo- 
ratori, Script. Renim Italicanim, torn, iii, p, 1, c. 94-lOS. 

' In the treaty of partition, most of the names are eorropted by the 
icribes : they might be restored* and a good map, suited to the hut 
age of the Byiantine empire, would be an improTcmeBt of geo|nmphy« 
But, alas f d'Anville is no teore ! 
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the purple buskins. He ended at Constantinople chap. 
his long and glorious life; and if the prerogative _^,^'^,, 



was personal, the title was used by his succes- 
sors till the middle of the fourteenth century, 
with the singular though trae addition of lords 
of one fourth and a half of the Roman empire/ 
The doge, a slave of state, was seldom permit- 
ed to depart from the helm of the repub^^c ; 
but his place was supplied by the bail, or re* 
gent, who exercised a supreme jurisdiction over 
the colony of Venetians ; they passessed three 
of the eight quarters of the city; and his inde- 
pendent tribunal was composed of six judges, 
four counsellors, tXvo chamberlains, two fiscal 
advocates, and a constable. Their long expe^* 
rience of the eastern trade enabled them to se*- 
lect their portion with discernment ; they had MiMiy 
rashly accepted the dominion and defence of cmLk 
Adrianople; but it was the more reasonable 
aim of their policy to form a chain of factories, 
and cities, and islands, along the maritime 
coast, from the neighbourhood of Ragusa to the 
Hellespont and the Bosphorus. The labour 
and cost of snch extensive conquests exhaust* 
ed their treasury; theyabandoned their maxims 
of government, adopted a feuda^system, and 
contented themselves with the homage of their 
nobles,' for the possessions which these private 

^ Their style was dominos qnaitsi partis et dimldiae imperii Romani, 
till Giovanni Dolfioo, who was elected dof e in tlie jear 1S§6 (Sanoto, 
p* 630, G41). For the government of Constantinople, see Dncange,' 
Histoire de C. P. i, 87. 

' Dttcange (Hist, de C. P. ii, 6) has aarked the conquests made by 
tke state or nobles of Tenice of the islands of Candia, Corfo^ CepbA- 

r2 
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CHAP, vassals undertook to reduce and maiutaiu. 

•^i!!l.. And thus it was, that the family of Sanut ac- 
quired the duchy of Naxos, which involved the 
greatest part of the Archipelago. For the price 
of ten thousand marks, the republic purchased 
of the marquis of M ontferrat the fertile island 
of Crete or Candia, with the ruins of an hundred 
cities ;^ but its improvement was stinted by the 
proud and narrow spirit of an acistocracy ;^ and 
the wisest senators would confess that the sea, 
not the land, was the treasury of St. Mark. . In 
the moiety of the adventurers, the marquis Bo- 
niface might claim the most liberal reward; 
and, besides the isle of Crete, his exclusion 
from the throne was compensated by the royal 
title and the provinces beyond the Hellespont. 
But he prudently exchanged that distant and 
difficult conquest for the kingdom of Thessa- 
lonicaor Macedonia, twelve days journey from 
th^ capital, where he might be supported by the 
neighbouring powers of his brother-in-law the 
king of Hungary. His progress was hailed by 
the voluntary or reluctant acclamations of the 
natives; and Greece, the proper and ancient 
Greece, again received a Latin conqueror,* 

lonim, Zante, NaxM, Paros, Melos, Awlros, Mycone, Scyro, Cea, wbA 



^ Boniface sold thp isle of Candia, Aognst 12, l. i>. 1204. See the 
act in Sannto, p. 6SS ; bat I cannot nndentand bow it coald be bia 
m6tber*s portion, or bow sbe could be tbe daufhter of an enperor 
Alexias. 

> In tbe year 1212, the doge, Peter Zanl, sent a colony to Candta. 
drawn from every quarter of Venice. Bat in their savage manner* 
and frequent rebellions, the Candiots may be compared to the Coni. 
cans under the yoke of Genoa ; and when I compare tbe accounts of 
Belon add Toumefort, I cannot discern much difference between the 
Venetian and the Turkish island. 

• Villehardouin (No. 159, 160. 17$-177) and Nicetas (p. S87-S94) 

describe 
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who trode with indifference that classic ground: ^j,^p 
He viewed with a careless eye the beauties of ^Li- 
the valley of Tempe ; traversed with a cautious ' 
step the straits of Thermopylae ; occupied the 
unknown cities of Thebes, Athens, and Argos; 
and assaulted the fortifications of Corinth and 
Napoli," which resisted his arms. The lots of 
the Latin pilgrims were regulated by chance, or 
choice, or subsequent exchange ; and they 
abused, with intemperate joy, the triumph over 
the lives and fortune of a great people. After a 
minute survey of the provinces, they weighed 
in the scales of avarice th^ revenue of each 
district, the advantage of the situation, and the 
ample or scanty supplies for the maintenance 
of soldiers and horses. Their presumption 
claimed and divided the long lost dependencies 
of the Roman sceptre : the Nile and Euphra- 
tes rolled through their imaginary realms ; 
and happy was the warrior who drew for his 
prize the palace of the Turkish sultan of Ico- 
niam.* I shall not descend to the pedigree of 
families and the rent-roll of estates, but I wish 
to specify that the counts of Blois and St. Pol 
Mrere invested with the duchy of Nice and the 

^ocribe the czpeditioD Into Greece of the maniuit BoDilace. The 
Choniate miglit derive hii inforaifttion froa his brother MichseJ, 
tfchbiihop or Athens, whom he paints as an orator, a statesnan, and 
& laint Hin encominm of Athem, and the description of Tempe, 
ihoQld be published from the i^leian us. of Nicetas (Fabric. Bibliot. 
Gmc. torn, ti, p. 405), and would have desenred Mr. Harris*s inqai- 
riei. 

* Napoli di Romania, or Nauplia, the ancient sea^port of Argos, b 
itill a place of strength and consideration, situate on a rocky peninsHU^ 
with a good harbour (Chandler's Travels into Greece, p. 297). 

* I have softened the expression of Nicetas, who strires to expMt 
(be presumption of the Franks. See D. Rebut fott C. P. expngaatBBi, 

p*m^84. ' 
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CHAP, lordship of Demotica;^ the principal fiefs were 
iM..^'... held by the service of constable, chamberlain, 
cup-bearer, butler, and chief cook ; and our 
historian, Jeffrey of Yillehardouin, obtained a 
fair establishment on the banks of the Hebras, 
and united the double office of marshal ofCham- 
pagne and Romania. At the head of his knights 
atid archers, each baron mounted on horseback 
to secure the possession of his share, and their 
first efforts were generally successful. But the 
public force was weakened by their dispersion ; 
and a thousand quarrels must arise under a law, 
and among men, whose sole umpire was the 
sword. Within three months after the conquest 
of Constantinople, the emperor and the king of 
Thessalonica drew their hostile followers into 
the field ; they were reconciled by the autho- 
rity o( the doge, the advice of the marshal* and 
the firm freedom of their peers.** 
Rcfoit of Two fVtgitives, who had reigned at Oonstanti^ 
Ikll^uMM^nople, still asserted the title of emperor; and the 
•*• subjects of their fallen throne might be moved to 
pity by the misfortunes of the elder Alexius, or 
excited to revengeby the spirit of Mouraoufle. A 
domestic alliance, a common interest, a similar 
guilt, and the merit of extinguishing his enetoieB, 

^ A city Bnrrottnded by the river Hebnn,and sIxleAlfDet toSietoafli 

of Adritnople, received fk-oni iti doable wall Hie Greek mune ef Dids^ 

' notefchoi, iniensibly corrupted into Denotlcm and Dinot. I have 

preferred the more convenient and modem appetlatloa of DeaMMfca. 

Thifl place wai tiie last Turkish residence of Charles xii. 

4 Their quarrel is told by ViUehardonin (No. 146-158) with the api. 
rit of freedom. The merit and reputation of the marshal are ackiiow. 
ledged by the Greek historian (p. S87), (Aty* ir«f« ^mt AMwmf Kii^i— 
ct^fnufMTt : unlike some modem heroes, whose exploits are only Tiai- 
Ue in their own memoirs. 
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a brother and a nephew, induced the more recent chap. 
usurper to unite with the former the relics of his ,^, 
power. Mourzoufle was received with smiles 
and honours in the camp of his father Alexius; 
but the wicked can never love, and should rare- 
ly trust their fellow criminals : he was seized 
in the bath, depri<red of his eyes, stripped of 
his troops and treasures, and turned out to 
wander an object of horror and contempt to 
those who with more propriety could hate, and 
with more justice could punish, the assassin 
of the emperor Isaac and his son. As the ty- 
rant, pursued by fear or remorse, was steal- 
ing over to Asia, he was seized by the La- 
tins of Constantinople, and condemned, after 
an open trial, to an ignominious death. His 
judges debated the mode of his execution, the 
axe, the wheel, or the stake; and it was resolved 
that Mourzoufle' should ascend the Theodosian 
column, a pillar of white marble of one hundred 
and forty-seven feet in height/ From the sum- 
mit he was cast down headlong, and dashed in 
pieces on the pavement, in the presence of innu- 
merable spectators, who filled the forum of Tau- 
rus, and admired the accomplishment of an old 
prediction, which was explained by this singular 

' $te the l«te of Monnonfle, in Nicetis (p. S08}» Villehardonin (No. 
141-14ft, 108) ind CHmtlMraf (c. 90, 81). Neither the nuunhal nor the 
monk affbrd m frain of pity for a lynnt or rebel, whole pimishmcaty 
however, wm more uaexompled than hts crime. 

* Tho colvma of Arcadiiu, which repretenti in baito relievo his vie- 
toiiet, or thoM of hU Imther Theodount, if ctill extant at Conitanti* 
Bople. It it dcicribed and meainred by Gyllias (Topograph, iv, 7> • 
Sandnri (ad. 1. i, Antiqnit. C. P. p. 60T, Ac.) and Toamcfort (Toyan 
da Levant, tmu il, lettrc xii, p. Sll). 
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CHAP event/ The fate of Alexius is less tragical ; he 

.., \,^ was sent by the marquis a captive to Italy, and a 

gift to the king of the Romans; but be had not 
much to applaud his fortune, if the sentence of 
imprisonment and exile were changed from a 
fortress in the Alps to a monastery in Asia. But 
his daughter, before the national calamity, had 
been given in marriage to a young hero who con- 
tinued the succession, and restored the throne of 
Theodore the Greek princes." The valour of Theodore 
emperor Lascaris was signalised in the two siegesof Con- 
I.D.isM-stantinopIe. After the flight of Mourzoufle, 
1222. when the Latins were already in the city, he 
offered himself as their emperor to the soldiers 
and people ; and his ambition, which miglit be 
virtuous, was undoubtedly brave. Could he 
have infused a soul into the multitude, they 
might have crushed the strangers under their 
feet: their abject despair refused his. aid, and 
Theodore retired to breathe the air of freedom 
^ in Anatolia, beyond the immediate view and 
pursuit of the conquerors. Under the title, at 
first of despot, and afterwards of emperor, he 
drew to his standard the bolder spirits, who 
were fortified against slavery by the contempt 
of life ; and as every means was lawful for the 
public safety, implored without scruple the al- 

' Tlie DomeDM of Gnntber and the modern Otecki coaeenlnf thu 
••iMMm/dtHko, , is unworthy of notice } but it it aingolar caongii thmt 
tdy yean before the Latin conquest, the poet Tietei (ChUind, is, S77) 
relates the dream of a matron, who saw an army in the Ibnua, and a 
nian sitting; on the column, clapping iiis hands, and ntterinf a lo«A 
.exclamation. 

" The dynasties of Nice, Trebizond, and Bpirus (of which Nioetas 
saw tiie origin withont macb pleasure or hope), are learnedly ciptoredy 
and clearly represented, in the Familim BTantinm of Ducaage, 
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liance of the Turkish sultan. Nice, where ^g^- 
Theodore established his residence, Prusa and ,,,^ J^ 
Philadelphia, Smyrna and Ephesus, opened 
their gates to their deliverer; he derived strength 
and reputation from his victories, and even from 
his defeats ; and the successor of Constantine 
preserved a fragment of the empire from the 
banks of the Maeander to the suburbs of Ni- 
comedia, and at length of Constantinople. An- Thcdnkct 
other portion, distant and obscure, was pos- ron ^^^ 
sessed by the lineal heir of the Comneni, a son ''"'^"•■^ 
of the virtuous Manuel, a grandson. of the ty- 
rant Andronicus. His name was Alexis ; and 
the epithet of great was applied perhaps to his 
stature, rather than to his exploits. By the in- 
dulgence of the Angeli, he was appointed go- 
vernor or duke of Trebizond;* his birth gave 
him ambition, the revolution independence; and 
without changing his title, he reigned in peace 
from Sinope to the Phasis, along the coast of 
the Black sea. His nameless son and succes- 
sor is described as the vassal of the sultan, 
whom he served with two hundred lances ; that 
Comnenian prince was no more than duke of 
Trebizond, and the title of emperor was first 
assumed by the pride and envy of the grandson 
of Alexius. In the West, a third fragment was JJj^^p 
saved from the common shipwreck by Michael, ^pirw- 

" Except lome fscts in Pacbymcr and Nicephorai Gregoraf , which 
will hereafter be^ased, the Byzantine writers difdain to ipeak of the 
empire of Trebiiond, or principality of the Lost ; and among the La- 
tint, it is conspicnons only in the romances of the fonrtSeenth or fifteenth 
centuries. Yet the indefatigable Dncange has dng oat (Pam. Byi. p. 
199) two aathcnttc passages in Vincent of BeaoTais (l. xxxi, c 144X 
amd the protonoUry Ogerios (apvd Wadliod ▲• O. ISTO, No* 4), 
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CHAP, a bastard of the house of Angeli, who, before 
-^^i^the revolution, had been known as an hostage, 
a soldier, and a rebel . His flight from the camp 
of the marquis Boniface secured his freedom ; 
by his marriage with the governor's daughter, 
he commanded tKe important place of Durazzo, 
assumed the title of despot, and founded a 
strong and conspicuous principality in Epirus, 
JStolia, and Thessaly, which have ever beea 
peopled by a warlike race. The Greeks, who 
had offei'ed their service to their new SQvereigos, 
were excluded by the haughty Latins^ from all 
civil and military honours, as a nation boru to 
tremble and obey. Their resentment prompted 
them to shew that they might have been useful 
friends, since they could be dangerous enemies ; 
their nerves were braced by adversity ; whatever 
was learned or holy, whatever was noble or va- 
liant, rolled away into the independ^it states of 
Trebizond, Epirus, and Nice ; and a single pa- 
trician is marked by the ambiguoua praise of at- 
tachment and loyalty to the Franks. The vulgar 
herd of the cities and the country would have 
gladly submitted to a mild and regular servitude; 
and the transient disorders of war would have 
been obliterated by some years of industry and 
peace. But peace was banished, and industry 
was crushed,iu thedisorders of the feudal system. 
The Raman emperors of Constantinople, if they 
were endowed with abilities, were armed with 
power for the protection of their subjects: their 



^ The portrait of the French Latint U drawn in Nicetai by tbel 
of prejudice and reienbnent i whv rm nXXiiy tBfm ttt a^mp i^m ««( 

TinrNc ivifyrtltr; tuu mf rvf NfMi tiv ^urcr «r«ir an^m^, man rav X'^^* 
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laws were wise, and their administration was chaf. 
simple. The Latin throne was filled by a titular ^u- 
prince, the chief, and often the servant, of his '*^**"*' 
licentious confederates: the fiefs of the empire, 
from a kingdom to a castle, were held and ruled ^ 
by the sword of the barons ; and their discord, 
poverty, and ignorance, extended their ramifica^ 
tions of tyranny to the most sequestered villages. 
TheGreeks wereoppressed by the double weight 
of the priest, who was invested with temporal 
power,^nd of the soldier, who was inflamed by 
fanatic hatred ; and the insuperable bar of reli- 
gion and language for ever separated the stran- 
ger and the native. As long as the crusaders 
wet e nnited at Constantinople, the memory of 
their conquest, and the terror of their arms, 
imposed silence on the captive land; their dis* 
persion betrayed the smallness of their nuknbers 
and the defects of their discipline; and some 
failures and mischances revealed the secrel^ 
that they were not invincible. As the fear of 
the Greeks abated, their hatred increased. 
They murmured; they conspired; and before 
a year of slavery had elapsed, they implored^ 
or accepted, the succour of a barbarian, whose 
power they had felt, and whose gratitude they 
trusted.' 

The Latin conquarors had been saluted vnth Tbe boi- 
a solemn and early embassy from John, or Jo-^ww^* 
annice, or Calo-Johu, the revolted chief of the ^•'•- ^^^ 
Bulgarians and Wallachians. He deemed him* 

■ I here begin to Me, with freedom and confidcDCe, the eight booke 
•f the Histoire de C« P. sou l^Eanpire dei Fronf oit, which Ducwiio 
hit given as a snpplement to Villehardonin> and ^hioh In a barbatiHM 
style, deserves the praise of an original and classic worlL. ^ 
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CHAP, self their brother, as the rotary of the Roman 
^J;;^^^'^^^ pontiff, from whom he had received the regal 
title and an holy banner; and in the subversion 
of tlie Greek monarchy, he might aspire to the 
name of their friend and accomplice. But Calo- 
John was astonished to find that the count of 
Flanders had assumed the pomp and pride of 
the successors of Gonstantine ; and his ambas- 
sadors were dismissed with an haughty message, 
that the rebel must deserve a pardon, by touch- 
ing with his forehead the foot-stool of the impe- 
rial throne. His resentment' would have ex- 
haled in acts of violence and blood; his cooler 
policy watched the rising discontent of the 
Greeks ; affected a tender concern for their 
sufferings ; and promised that their first strug- . 
gles for freedom should be supported by his 
person and kingdom. The conspiracy was pro- 
pagated by national hatred, the firmest band of 
association and secrecy : the Greeks were im- 
patient to sheath their daggers in the breasts- of 
the victorious strangers ; but the execution was 
prudently delayed, till Henry, the emperor's, 
brother, had transported the flower of his troops 
beyond the Hellespont. Most of. the towos 
and villages of Thrace were true to the moment 
and the signal; and the Latins, without arins or 
suspicion, were slaughtered by the vile and 
merciless revenge of their sliaves. From Demo- 
tica, the first scene of the massacre, the surviv- 
ing vassals of the count of St. Pol escaped to 

* In CaliKl»1in's answer to the pope, wc may find hit dainf and 
compialnti (Geita Innocent fir, «. 108, 109) ; he wai dwridied at Reaw 
aa the prodigal son. 



LXI. 



OF THE ROMAN fiMPIRK. 263 

Adrianople; but the French and Venetians, chap. 
i^ho occupied that city, were slain or expelled 
by the farious multitude; the garrisons that 
could effect their retreat fell back on each other 
towards the metropolis; and the fortresses that 
separately stood against the rebels were iguor^ 
ant of each other s and of their sovereign's fate. 
The voice of fame and fear announced the re- 
volt of the Greeks, and the rapid approach 
of their Bulgarian ally; and CaloJohn, not 
depending on the forces of his own kingdom, 
had drawn from the Scythian wilderness a body 
of fourteen thousand Comans, who drank, as 
it was said, the blood of their captives, and 
sacrificed the christians on the altars of their 
gods.* 

Alarmed by this sudden and growing danger, 
the emperor dispatched a swift messenger to re 
cal count Henry and his troops; and had Bald^r 
win expected the return of his gallant brother, 
with a supply of twenty thousand Armenians, 
he might have encountered the invader with 
equal numbers, and a decisive superiority of 
arms and discipline. But the spirit of chivalry 
could seldom discriminate caution from cow- 
ardice ; and the emperor took the field with an 
hundred and forty knights, and their train of 
arcbers and serjeauts. The marshal, who dis- 
suaded and obeyed, led the vanguard in their 
march to Adrianople ; the main body was com- 

^ The Cointni were m Tartar or Torkman horde, which eneanped 
in Che twelfUi and thirteenth centaries on the; verge of Moldavia. The 
greater part were pagans, hnt ione were flnahometaas, and the whole 
horde was converted to Christianity U. d. 1S70} hy Lewis klsf of Saa- 
gary. 
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HAF. manded by the count of Blois ; the aged doge 
*^* of Venice followed with the rear; and their 
'^ 'scanty numbers were increased from all sides 
by the fugitive Latins. They undertook to be- 
siege the rebels of Adrianople ; and such was 
the pious tendency of the crusades, that they 
employed the holy week in pillaging the coun- 
try for their subsistence, and in framing engines 
for the destruction of their fellow-christiaos. 
But the Latins were soon interrupted aad 
alarmed by the light cavalry of tlie Coman^, 
who boldly skirmished to the edge of their ini^ 
perfect lines ; and a proclamation was issued 
by the marshal of Romania, that, on the trum* 
pet's sound, tlie cavalry should mount and 
form; but that none, under pain of death, 
should abandoi> themselves to a desultory and 
dangerous pursuit This wise injunction was 
first disobeyed by the count of Blois, who iu« 
volved the emperor in his rashness and ruin. 
The Comaus, of the Parthian or Tartar school, 
fled before their first charge ; but after a career 
of two leagues, when the knights and their 
horses were almost breathless, they suddenly 
' turned, rallied, and encompassed the heavy 
Defeat squadrons of the Franks. The count was slain 
tuity oT on the field ; the emperor was made prisoner ; 
T'i^TiSi, awd if the one disdained to fly, if the other re- 
Aprii IS. fused to yield, their personal bravery made a 
poor atonement for their ignorance or n^lect 
of the duties of a general/ 

* NiMtas, from ignorance or malice, inpotes the defeat to the cow* 
irdicc of Dandolo (p.^8S); but Villehardouio ahares bla own glor" 
with his venerable friend, qui vieli home ^re et gote ne veoit, mail miilt 
^le sages et preas et vlgaeros (No lOt). ' 
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Ptovkd of his victory and his royal prize, the chap. 
Bulgarian advanced to relieve Adriauople, and ,,J^ll^^ 
.achieve the destruction of the Latins. They 
mnst ineritably have been destroy ed, if the mar* 
shal of Romania had not displayed a cool courage 
and consummate skill ; uncommon in all ages, 
but most uncommon in those times, when war 
i> was a passion, rather than a science. His grief Rctiwauf 
and fears were poured into the firm and faithful^ 
bosom of the doge; but in the camp. he diffused 
an assurance of safety, which could only be re- 
alized by the general belief. All day he main- 
tained his perilous station between the city and 
the barbarians : Villehardouin decamped in » , 
lence, at the dead of night; and his masterly 
retreat of three days would have deserved the 
praise of Xenophon and the ten thousand. In 
the rear Utie marshal supported the weight of 
the pursuit; jn the front he moderated the 
impatience of the fugitives ; and wherever the 
Comans approached, they were repelled by a 
line of^impenetrable spears. On the third day, 
the weary troops beheld the sea, the solitary 
town of Rodosto,* and their friends, who had 
landed from the Asiatic shore. They embrac- 
ed, they wept ; but they united th^ir arms and 
councils ; and, in his brother's absence, count 
Henry assumed the regency of the empire, at 
once in a state of childhood and caducity/ If 

* The truth of geography, and theorigiiudtextof Villehardoiiiii(Ko. 
IM), plmce Rodosto three days jonmej (trou joumte) from Adriano. 
pie ; but Vigenere, in hU Yenioa, hai meet abnirdly snbetitated irm 
hemrtM; and thit error, whieh if not corrected bj Ottcangc, hai«itia|N 
ped MYeral modernt* wboie names I shall spare. 

* The reign and end of Baldwin are rektcd by VUlchafdimhi and 

Kicetas 
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CHAP the Comans withdrew from the summer heatfl, 
^^^ seyen thousand Latins, in the hour of danger, 
''"'""" deserted Constantinople, their brethren, and 
their tows. Some partial success was over- 
balanced by the loss of one hundred and twenty 
knights in the field of Rusium ; and of the im- 
perial domain, no more was left than the capi- 
tal, with two or three adjacent fortresses on the 
shores of Europe and Asia* The king of Bul- 
garia was resistless and inexorable ; and Calo- 
John respectfully eluded the demands of the 
pope, who conjured his new proselyte to re- 
store peace and the emperor to the afflicted 
Latins. The deliyerance of Baldwin was no 
Death of longer, he said, in the power of man: that 
i!erar?' priuce died in prison ; and the manner of bis 
death is variously related by ignorance and 
credulity. The lovers of a tragic I^end will 
be pleased to hear, that the royal captive was 
tempted by the amorous queen of the Bulga- 
rians ; that his chaste refusal exposed bim to 
the falsehood of a woman and the jealousy of 
a savage; that his hands and feet were severed 
from his body ; that his bleeding trunk was cast 
among the carcases of dogs and horses ; and * 
that he breathed three days before he was de- 
voured by the birds of prey/ About twenty 
years afterwards, in a wood of the Neflierlands, 

Nicetas (p. S86-416) ; and their omistions arc soppUed by Ducanye in 
hit ObsenratioiWy and to the end of his fint book. 

' After bnishhig away all donbtfiil and improbable circamstancet, 
we may protc the death of Baldwin, 1. By the firm belief of die 
French baroni (ViUehardoain, No. 2S0)« 2. By the declaration of 
Calo-John him»clf, who excuses his not releasing the captive emperor, 
^nia debittim camis exsolTerat cum carcere tcneretor (Gesta Innocent 
III, e. 100 
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ail hermit announced himself as the true Bald- chap. 
win, the emperor of Constantinople, and lawful ,.J,^L.^ 
sovereign of Flanders. He related the wonders 
of his escape, his adventures, and his penance, 
among a people prone to believe and to rebel ; 
and, in the first transport, Flanders acknow- 
ledged her long-lost sovereign. A short exa- 
mination before the French court detected the 
impostor, who was punished with an ignomini- 
ous death; but the Flemings still adhered to 
the pleasing error; and the countess Jane is 
accused by the gravest historians of sacrificing 
to her ambition the life of an unfortunate fa- 
ther.' 

In all civilized hostility, a treaty is establish* Reign and 
ed for the exchange or ransom of prisoners; and of*He^J^, 
if their cs^ptivity be prolonged, their condition ^-^ *^ 
is known, and they are treated according to a.o. 121a, 
their rank, with humanity or honour. But the 
savage Bulgarian was a stranger tothe laws of 
war ; his prisons were involved in darkness and 
silence; and above a year elapsed ■ before the 
Latins could be assured of the death of Bald- 
win, before his brother, the regent Henry, would 
consent to assume the title of emperor. His 
moderation was applauded by the Greeks as an 
act of rare and inimitable virtue. Their light 
and perfidious ambition was eager to seize or 
anticipate the moment, of a vacancy, while a 
law of succession, the guardian both of the 

■ See tlie story of this impostor from the Freoch and Flemish writers 
in Dticangc, Hist, de C. P. iii, 9; and the ridiculous fables that were 
believed by the monks of 8t. Albisn's, in Matthew Paris, Hist Major^ 
p. 371, 273. 

Vol. XL S 



3M THE DECUNE A1I9 Fill. 

CHAP, prince and people^ was gradually defined and 
^^^^^^coofirnied in tlie hereditary monarchies of &\t- 
rope. In the support of the Eastern enaiMre, 
Henry was gradually left without an associate, 
as the heroes of the crusade retired from the 
world or from the war. The dof e of Venice, 
the venerable Daudolo, in the fullness of yean 
and glory, sunk into the grave. The marquis 
of Montferrat was slowly recalled finom the 
Peloponnesian war to the revenge of Baldwin 
and the defence of Thessalonica. Some nice 
disputes of feudal homage and service were 
reconciled in a personal interview between the 
emperor and the king : they were firmly united 
by mutual esteem and the common danger ; and 
their alliance was sealed by the nuptial of Henry 
with the daughter of the Italian prince. He soon 
deplored the loss of his friend and father. At 
the persuasion of some faithful Greeks, Boniface 
made a bold and successful inroad among the 
hills of Rhodope : the Bulgarians fled on bia 
approach : they assembled to harass his retreat. 
On the intelligence that his rear was attad^ed, 
without waiting for any defensive armour, he 
leaped (m horseback^ couched his lance, and 
drove the enemies before him ; but in the rash 
pursuit he was pierced with a mortal wound; and 
theheadof the king ofThessalonica was [Nreseiit- 
ed to Calo'John, who enjoyed the honours, with- 
out the merit, of victory. It is here, at this melan-^ 
choly event, that the pen or the voice of Jeffrey of 
Villehardouin seems to drop or to expire;^ and 



^ VillchardoniD, No. 267. I quote, with regret, this lamentable 

cloaion 
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tf he «till exerctsed fais military office of laaarriiil 
of RoraaQia, his subseqaeol exploits are buried ^^<^ 
iu obliTion/ The character of Henry viras uot 
unequal to his arduous situatioQ : in the siege 
of Constantinople, and beycmd the Hellespont, 
he had deserved the fame of a valiant knight 
and a skilfhl oommander ; and his courage was 
tempered with a degree of prudence and mild- 
ness unknown to his impetuous brother* In 
fSie double war against tl^ Greeks of Asia and 
the fiuigarians of Europe, he was ever the fore- 
most on shipboard or on horseback ; and though 
he cautiously provided for the success of his 
arms, the drooping Latins were often roused by 
his example to save and to second their fearless 
emperor, fiut such efforts, and some supplies 
of men and money from France, were of less 
avafl than the errors, the cruelty, and death of 
their most formidable adversary. When the 
despair of the Greek subjects invited CaloJohn 
as their deliverer, they hoped that he would 
protect their liberty and adopt th^r laws; they 
were soon taught to compare the degrees of 
national ferocity, and to execrate the savage 
conqueror, who no longer dissembled his inten- 
tion of dispeopling Thraoe, of demolishing the 
cities, and of transplanting the inhabitants be- 
yond the Danube. Many k>wns and villages 

clnrioD, where we lose at once the original liiitory, and the rich Hhit- 
tratloniof l>iicante. The kit ifi i ■■/ ijgfif e— leiiihtir—iHrMy^ 
two rpiitko to ianoeuit <u (Geita, e. io6, 107). 

* The marshal wai alive in 1112, hut he probahly died soon antr- 
watdiy witiMHii cetuniiiK to France (Oucange, Observations sur Ville 
haadeni^ ^ 236). His £ef of l^fessinople, the gift oFBonirare, was 

the aicicttt AIaai«MaaopoUa» which flourished in the time of Amnianna 

Marcellinas among Uie cities of Tlirace (No. 141). 
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CHAP, of Thrace were already evacuated ; an heap of 
^*^- ruins marked the place of Philippopolis, and a 

' "'similar calamity was expected at Demotica and 
Adrianople, by the first authors of the revolt. 
They raised a cry of grief and repentance to 
the throne of Hfenry ; the emperor alone had 
the magnanimity to forgive and trust them. No 
more than four hundred knights, with their Ser- 
jeants and archers, could be assembled under 
his banner; and with this slender force he fought 
and repulsed the Bulgarian, who, besides his in- 
fantry, was at the head of forty thousand horse. 
In this expedition, Henry felt the difference be- 
tween an hostile and a friendly country; the 
remaining cities were preserved by his arms ; 
and the savage with shame and loss, was con^ 
pelled to rehnquish his prey. The siege of 
Thessalonica was the last of the evils which 
Calo-John inflicted or suffered: he was stabbed 
in the night in his tent ; and the general, per- 
haps the assassin, who found him weltering in 
his blood, ascribed the blow with general ap- 
• plause to the lance of St. Demetrius.^ After 
several victories, the prudence oC Henry con- 
cluded an honourable peace with the successor 
of t\)e tyrant, and with> the Greek princes of 
Nice and Epirus. If he ceded some doubtful 
limits, an ample kingdom was reserved for hinw 
self and his feudatories ; and his reign, which 
lasted only ten years, afforded a short interval 
of prosperity and peace. Far above the narrow^ 

' The eharcb of this patron of TbciMloiiica yn» ienred by the ca* 
BOB! of the holy sepulchre, and contained a divine ointment wUck 
distilled daily and stvpendoni miracles (Dncange, Hist, de C^ H. 
ii 4). 
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poUcy of Baldwin and Boniface, he freely en- chap. 
trusted to the Greeks the most important offices , 
of the state and army; and his liberality of 
sentiment and practice was the more season- 
able, as the princes of Nice and Epirus had al- 
ready learned to seduce and employ the merce- 
nary Talour of the Latins. It was the aim of 
Henry to unite and reward his deserving subjects 
of every nation and language; but he appeared 
less solicitous to accomplish the impracticable 
union of the two churches. Pelagius, the pope's 
legate, who acted as the sovereign of Constanti 
nople, had interdictedthe worship of the Greeks, 
and sternly imposed the payment of tithes, 
the double procession of the Holy Ghost, and a 
blind obedience to the Roman pontiff. As the 
weaker party, they pleaded the duties of con- 
science, and implored the rights of toleration : 
" Our bodies,*' they said, " are Caesar's, but 
" our souls belong only to God." The perse- 
cution was checked by the firmness of the em* 
peror;' and if we can believe that the same 
prince was poisoned by the Greeks themselves, 
we must entertain a contemptible idea of the 
sense apd gratitude of mankind . His valour was 
a vulgar attribute, which he shared with ten 
thousand knights ; but Henry possesf^ed the su- 
perior courage to oppose, in a superstitious age, 
the pride and avarice of the clergy. In the car 
thedral of St Sophia, he presumed to place his 
throne on the right hand of the patriarch : and 
this presumption excited the sharpest censure 

» Acropollta (c. 17) obtcrves the pcrieciition of the legate, and the 
toleration of Henry (*Bp m he calls him), iixvlimt nancf^ 
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^AP of pope iDDOcent the tWrd. By a salutary 
^^^'^^ edict, one of the first exaayptes of the lawB of 



mortmaiD, he fHrohrbited the alienatknr of fiefk; 
many of the Latine, desirous of returning^ to 
£arope, resigned their estates to the cbureh tor 
a spiritual cht temporal reward ; Iftese holy 
lands were immediatety discharged from mfli- 
tary service ; and a colony of soldiers wotrM 
bore been gradually transformed hrto a colfege 
of priests." 
eJirt *' The virtuous Henry died at Thessalon foa, m 
^^nXf ^^ defence of tbat kingdo», and* cft an inftort, 
coDftuiu- the son of his friend Bonifoee. In the tw&ArBt 
aUd. isir, emperors of Constantinople, the male line of the 
^^ ^' counts of Flanders was extinct But their sister 
Yolaade was the wife of a Freneii prince, the 
■H>ther of a numerous progeny ; and one of her 
daughters had maiTied Andrew king of Hun- 
gary, a brave and pious champion of the cross. 
By seating him on the Byzantine tbroffie, the 
faarona of Romania would have acqmred the 
forces of a neighbouring and wariikekingdom ; 
but the prudent Andrew revereid the laws of 
succession ; and the jMrincess Yohuide, with ber 
husband Peter of Caurtenay, count of Auxere, 
was invited by the Latins to assume tbs eQ»- 
pire of the East The royal birth of his father, 
the noble origin of his mother, recoinaieBded 
to the barons of France the first cmmm of tbeir 
king. His reputation was fair, hia possessions 

* See Sie reign of Henry, in Dvcange (HTtt. de C. P. 1. i, c. 2fr4t, 
!• ti, e. l-»), whe b andi indebted to tie epMw of Hie popes. Le 
Been (Hiit. dn Bei Empire, ten. zil, p. IM-ISS) has foimd, perfcape 
in Dontremen, Mae lews of Henry, wiiidideteiMittcd the scr%ipe of 
•eft^ and the prerogatiTe o^the emperor. 
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were ample, and in the bloody crusade against chap. 
the Albigeois, the soldiers and the priests had ..^^./,^ 
been abundantly satisfied of his zeal and va- 
lour. Vanity might applaud the elevation of a 
French emperor of Oonstantinople; but pru«» 
dence must pity, rather than envy, his treacher- 
ous and imaginary greatness. To assert and 
adorn bis title, he viras reduced to sell or mort- 
gage the best of his patrimony. By these ex- 
pedients, the liberality of his royal kinsman 
Philip Augustus, and the national spirit of chi- 
valry, he vf as enabled to pass the Alps at the 
head of one hundred and forty knights, and five 
thousand five hundred Serjeants and archers. 
After some hesitation, pope Houorius the tbird 
vras persuaded to crown the successor of Con- 
stantine : but he performed the ceremony in a 
church without the walls, lest he should seem 
to imply or to bestow any right of sovereignty 
over the ancient capital of the empire. The 
Venetians had engaged to transport Peter and 
his forces beyond the Adriatic, and the empress, 
with her four children, to the Byzantine palace; 
but they required, as the price of their service, 
that he should recover Durazzo fi^m the des- 
pot of Epirus. Michael Angelus, or Comne- 
nus, the first of his dynasty, had bequeathed 
the succession of his power and ambition to 
Theodore, his legitimate brother, who already 
threatened and invaded the establishments of 
the Latins After discharging his debt by a 
fruitless assault, the emperor raised the Aegt 
to prosecute a long and perilous journey over 
land from Durazzo to TheMalonica. He was 
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CHAP. s^^OQ lost in the mountains of Epirus: the passes 
Lxi y^ere fortified ; his provisions exhausted : he 

was delayed and deceived by a treacherous ne- 

Hifcapti. gociation; and, after Peter of Courtenay and 

death" the Roman legate had been arrested in a ban- 

im^^^^' quet, the French troops, without leaders or 

hopes, were eager to exchange their arms for 

the delusive promise of mercy and bread. The 

Vatican thundered ; and the impious Theodore 

was threatened with the vengeance of earth 

and heaven ; but the captive emperor and l^is 

soldiers were forgotten, and the reproaches of 

the pope are confined to the imprisonment of his 

legate. No sooner was he satisfied by the deli* 

verance of the priest, and a promise of spiritual 

obedience, than he pardoned and protected the 

despot of Epirus. His peremptory commands 

suspended the ardour of the Venetiaos and the 

kingof Hungary ; and it was only by a natural 

or untimely death' that Peter of Courtenay was 

released from his hopeless captivity.'' 

^^^ The long ighorance of his fete^ and -the pre^ 

^^~' sence of the lawful sovereign, of Yolande, his 

itaotino. wife or widow, delayed the proclamation of a 

A^.iMi. new emperor. Before her death, and in the 

midst of her grief, she was delivered of a 

son, who was named Baldwin, the last and 

most unfortunate of«the Latin princes of Con- 

" Acropolita (c. 14) alBrms that Peter of Coorteoay died by tfae swoni 
(•cr»f f»«X«<e«c ymrbmt) ; but from his dark exprcstioiis, I, thonld con- 
clade a pre? ioiit captivity m^ vamc afint )ir/(A«ir«c ir#«^«4 #w v«ri ^m^uaru 
The chronicle of Auxerre delays the emperor*s death till the yea? 
1319 ; and Aazerre is in the neighbaiiriHiod of Conittnay. 

* See the reign and death ^of Peter of Conrtenay, in Docaoge (Hiau 
de C. P. 1. ii, e. 82- M), who feebly strives to excare the neglect «£ 
lilt Moperor by Udnorios lu* 
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stantinople. His birth endeared him to the chap. 
barons of Romania; hut his childhood ^ould ^.^.^'; 
have prolonged the troubles of a minority, 
and his claims were superseded by the elder 
claims of his brethren. The first of these, 
Philip of Courtenay, who derived from his mo- 
ther the inheritance of Namur, had the wisdom 
to prefer the substance of a marquisate to the 
shadow of an empire; and on his refusal, Robert, 
the- second of the sons of Peter and Yolande, 
was called to the throne of Constantinople. 
Warned by his father's mischance, he pursued 
his slow and secure journey through Germany 
and along the Danube : a passage was opened 
by his sister's marriage with the king of Hun- 
gary ; and the emperor Robert was crowned by 
the patriarch in the cathedral of St Sophia. 
But his reign was an era of calamity and dis- 
grace; and the colony, as it was styled, of New 
France yielded on all sides to the Greeks of Nice- 
and Epirus. After a victory, which he owed to 
his perfidy rather than his courage, Theodore 
Angelus entered the kingdom of Thessalonica, 
expelled the feeble Demetrius, the son of the 
marquis Bonifiice, erected his standard on the 
walls of Adrianople, and added, by his vanity, 
a third or fourth name to the list of riral empe^ 
rors. The relics of the Asiatic province were 
swept away by John Vataces, the son-in-law and 
successor of Theodore Lascaris, and who, in a 
triumphant reign of thirty-three years, display- 
ed the virtues of both peace and war. Under 
his discipline, the swords of the French merce? 
naries were the most effectual instrument of his 
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CHAP cQDqueato, and their desertioD from the servic^e 
^^^ of tlieir country was at once a symptom and a 
cause of the rising ascendant of the Greeks. 
By the construction of a fleet, be obtained the 
commaDd of the Hellespont, reduced the islands 
of Lesbos and Rhodes, attacked the Venetians 
of Candia, and intercepted the rare and parsi- 
nftoniotts succours of the West Once, and once 
only, the Latin emperor sent an army, against 
Vataoes; and in the defeat of that army, the 
.iFeteran knights, tbe last of the original conqae- 
rors, were left on tbe field of battle. But tfae 
success of a foreign enemy was less painful to 
the pusillanimous Robert than the insolence of 
his Latin aubjects, wbo confounded the weak- 
sess of the emperor and of the empire. Hts 
personal nusfortunes will prove the anarchy of 
tbe government, and tbe ferociousness of the 
times. Tbe amorous youth bad neglected his 
Greek bride, tbe daughter of Yataces, to intro- 
duce into tbe palace a beautiful maid, of a pri- 
vate^ thaugb noble, family of Artois; and her 
mother had been tempted by the lustre of the 
purple to forfeit bet engagements with a gentle- 
Eran of Burgundy. His love was converted m- 
to rage ; he assembled his friends, forced tbe 
palace ga^tes, threw the nsotber into the sea, 
and inhumanly cut off the nose and lips of tbe 
wife or concubine of the emperor. Instead of 
punishing the offender^ the barons avowed and 
applauded the savage deed/ which, as a prince 

> Harinni Stnntin (Secreta Fideliom CracU, 1. il, p. 4, c. 18, p. 7) 
k to flmch deU^ed with ttaii biMdy dfcd, Ihat belm MMoiWdl tt 
uiliitBiafpBMabMiuBeseaipliiM. YetUactaiPirledittthc liwiiii 
lir tbe bwftd wife of ftobctt. 
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aud as a lOan, it was impossible that Baldwin chap. 
should forgive. He escaped from the guilty city ^^i* 
to implore the justice or compassion of the pope; **^''y*^' 
the emperor was coolly exhorted to return to 
his station; before he could obey, he sunk 
under th^ weight of grie^ shame, and impo- 
tent resentment.'' 

It was only m the age of chivalry, that valour j^^m^.^ 
could ascend fromaprivate station to the thrones y> ud 
of Jerusalem and Constantinople. The titular BrieDoe, 
kingdom of Jerusalem. had devolved to Mary, o^c^^" 
the daughter of Isabella and Conrad of Mont- ^^^ 
ferrat, and the grand-daughter of Almeric or a.d! lis^^ 
Amaury. She was given to John of Brienne, 
of a noble family in Champagne, by the public 
voice, and the judgment of Philip Augustus, 
who named him as the most worthy champion 
of the Holy land.' In the fifth crusade, he led 
an hundred thousand Latins to the conquest 
of Egypt; by him the siege of Damietta was 
achieved ; and the subsequent failure was justly 
ascribed to tke pride and avarice of the legate. 
After the marriage of his daughter with Frederic 
the second,* he was provoked by the emperor's 
ingratitude to accept the command of the army 
of the church ; and though advanced in life, and 
despoiled of royalty, the sword and spirit of John 
of Brienne were still ready for the service of 

^ Sec the reign .of Robert, in Docmge (Hist, de CP. 1. iii, c. 1-lS. 

. Kcs IgKnr FrmeiM, deHbcMrtinie hAML mpondif ^ontiii, te d»< 
tiimm bominem Syrls partibns aptom \ in annli probom (fnMx)^ in 
beliU tecKma, in ag endU providon% Muuincm cMnitcm Bi rn n en i f i. 
Samit. Secrat Fidt tino^ Liii»pwu,«^4,p.a06. Mnttbew Vrit^ 

' GiuuMne (Iitorin Ovfle, tom. ii» U »ri» p. UM»y diMwrn tte 
Birriage of Frederic ii witb tbe danghtcr of Jobn of Brienne, uA Iks 
4onblc nnion of tbe crowns of Naple» and Jenuaieni. 



0»0^9^^»00 



208 THB OKCLINB AMD PAIX 

CHAP. Christendom. In the seven years of his brother^s 
^^^ reign, Baldwin of Courtenay had not emerged 

from a state of childhood, and the barons of 

Romania felt the strong necessity of placing the 
sceptre in the hands of a man and a hero. The 
▼eteran king of Jerusalem might have'disdained 
the name and office of r^ent; they agreed to 
invest him for his life with the title and prero- 
gatives of emperor, on the sole condition, that 
Baldwin should marry his second daughter, and 
succeed at a mature age to the throne of Con- 
stantinople. The expectation, both of the 
Greeks and Latins, was kindled by the renown, 
the choice, and the presence, of John oi Bri- 
enne : and they admired bis martial aspect, his 
green and vigorous age of more than fourscore 
years, and his size and stature, which surpass* 
ed the common measure of mankind.^ But ava- 
rice, and the love of ease, appeared to have 
chilled the ardour of enterprise: his troops were 
disbanded, and two years rolled away without 
action or honour, till he was awakened by the 
dangerous alliance of Vataces, emperor of Nice, 
and of Azan, king of Bulgaria. They besieged 
Constantinople by sea and land with an army 
of one hundred thousand men, and a fleet of 
three hundred ships of war ; while the entire 
force of the Latin emperor was reduced to 
one hundred and sixty knights, and a small 
addition of Serjeants and archers. I trem- 

* AcropdiU, c. ST. The hiftorian was at that time a boy, and 
educated at OonttantiBople. In IMS, when he was ekven yean oM, 
hit ftthcr broke the Latin chain, left a splendid fortune, and escaped 
to the Ofeek court of Nice, where hit son was rai^ to the higbest 
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ble to relate, that, instead of defending the chap. 
city, the hero made a sally at the head of.,^,,.,^^^ 
hiB cavalry; and that of forty-eight squadrons 
of the enemy, no more than three escaped 
from the edge of his invincible sword. Fired 
by his example, the infantry and the citizens 
boarded the vessels that anchored close to the 
walls ; and twenty-five were dragged in tri- 
umph into the harbonr of Constantinople. At 
'the summons of the emperor, the vassals and 
allies armed in her defence; broke through 
every obstacle that opposed their passage; 
and, in the succeeding year, obtained a second 
victory over the same enemies. By the rude 
poets of the age, John of Brienne is compared 
to Hector Roland, and Judas Maccabeeus:* 
but their credit, and his glory, receives some 
batement from the silence of the Greeks. The • 
empire was soon deprived of the last of her 
champions; and the dying monarch was ambi- 
tious to enter paradise in the habit of a Fran- 
ciscan friar.' 

In the double victory of John of Brienne, I 
cannot discover the name or exploits of his pupil 

^ Philip Houskei, biihop of Tonrnay (a. i>. 1274-1282), hat com- 
poied a poetn, or rather a strinK of venet, in bad old Flemish French, 
on tho Xmtkn cflnpefvn of Cottttantioople, which Dncange has pnblish- 
ed at the end of Villehardoain ; see p. 224 for the powers of John of 
Brienne. 

N'Aie. Xctor, Roll* ne Ogiert 

Ne Jodas Machabeus li siers 

Tant ne fit dVmeset cstors 

Com fist U Rois Jehans eel jor» 

£t il defers ct il dedans 

La pam sa force et set sens 

'£t li hardiment qn*U avoit. 
< Sec the reign of John de Brienne, in Dncange^ Hiftt« dc C P. L ^ 
iii, c. 1S-S6 
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CHAF. Baldwjn^ who had attaiued the age. of military 
^^^ service, and who succeeded to the imperial 
Q^j^r]'' dignity on the decease of his adopted father.' 
'■' The royal youth was employed on a commission 

March 23,' more suitable to his temper; he was aent to 
Juii a«?^' visit the Western courts^ of the pope more es- 
pecially, and of the king of France ; to excite 
their pit; by the view of his innocence and dis- 
tress ; and to obtain some supplies of men or 
money for the relief of the sinking empire. He 
thrice repeated these mendicant visits, in which 
he seemed to prolong his slay, and postpone 
his return : of the fivenand-twenty years of his 
• reign a greater number were spent abroad than 
at home: andiA no place did the emperor deem 
himself less free and «tecure than in his native 
country and his capital. On some public oc- 
casions his vanity might be soothed b^ the title 
of Augustus, at)d by the honours of the purple; 
and at the general council of Lyons, when Fre- 
deric the second vms excommunicated and de- 
posed, his Oriental colleague was enthroned 
on the right hand of the pope. JBift how often 
was the exile, the vagrant; the imperial beggar, 
humbled with scorn, insulted with pity, and de- 
graded in his own eyes, and those of the nations ! 
In his first visit to England he wai^ stopped at 
Dover by a severe reprimand, that he should 
presume, without leave, to enter an independent 
kingdom. After some delay, Baldwin, however, 
was permitted to pursue his journey, was enter* 
tained with cold civility, and thankfully depart- 

^ tee llicrei«ii«r Baldwin u»tm hit expiikittifronCoBftantiiioplCy 
in Da€ange,»Hist. dc C P. 1. ir, c. 1-84, Iha tnd I. ▼, c. l-U. 
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ed vith « present of seven hundred marks." chap. 
From the avarice of Rome, he could only ob- 3^^- 
tain the proclamation of a crusade, and a trea- '''''''"" 
sure of indulgences ; m coin, whose currency 
was depredated by too frequent and indiscri- 
minate abuse. His birth and misfortunes re- 
commended him to the generosity of his cousin 
Lewis the ninth; but the martial zeal of the 
saint was diverted from Constantinople to 
£gypt and Palestine; and the public and pri- 
vate poverty of Baldwin was alleviated, for a 
moment, by the alienation of the marquisite of 
Namur and the lordship of Oourtenay, the last 
remains of his inheritance/ By soch shameful 
or ruinous expedients, he once more returned 
to Romania with an army of thirty thousand 
soldiers, whose numbers were doubled in the 
apprehension of the Greeks. . Ifis first dis- 
patches to France and England announced 
his victories and his hopes ; he had reduced 
the country round the capital to Ae distance 
of three days journey; and if be succeeded a- 
gainst an important, though nameless, city (most 
probably Chiorli), the frontier would be safe 
and the passage accessible. But these expee- 
tations (if Baldwin was sincere) quickly vanish- 
ed like a dream ; the troops and treasures of 

* Hatth^w Ptrit relates the two Tifits of Baddwiii ii, ta the Coglitli 
«uu\ p. a06.6t7 ; hit Mtom to Greece amati nnii^ p* 40T| Ue 1«U 
ten of bii nomeo fonddabile, ^c. p. 481 (a paiMge wliidi had eacap- 
«d 0ncan|^); hit fxpultioa, p. 850. 

* Looit IX distpproTed and stopped the aUeaatioB of Coartenay 
(l^aeaagc, I. H, e. at). It U sow aoMXcd to the royal denane, bat 
f naitod for a lem («v^) <• the ftnuyy of BoahunTiUienw Conrtenay, 
in the election of Nemonn in the Isle dc iPimiicc, ift a tomi of l|M 
inbabitanu, wHh ihe reniaini of a castk (Melangct tir6 d'anc ^[taode 
Bibliothei|tte, torn. xW, p. 74.77. 
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CHAP. JFVance melted away iu his unskilful hands; 
and the throne of the Latin emperor was pro- 
tected by a dishonourable alliance with the 
Turks and Comans. To secure the former, he 
consented to bestow his niece on the unbeliey- 
ing sultan of Cogni; to please the latter, he 
complied with their pagan rites; a dog was 
sacrificed between the two armies ; and the con- 
tracting parties tasted each other's blood, as a 
pledge of their fidelity.* In the palace or pri- 
son of Constantinople the successor of Augus- 
tus demolished the vacant houses for winter- 
fuel, and stripped the lead from the churches 
fbr the daily expence of his family. Some 
usurious loans were dealt with a scanty hand 
by the merchants of Italy ; and Philip, his son 
and heir, was pawned at Venice as the security 
for a debt.* Thirst, hunger, and nakedness, 
arc positive evils ; but wealth is relative ; and 
a prince, who would be rich in a private star- 
tion, may be exposed by the increase of his 
wants to all the anxiety and bitterness of po- 
verty. 
The hoi7 But in this, abject distress, the emperor and 
empire was still possessed of an ideal treasure, 
which drew its fantastic value from the super- 
stition of the christian world. The merit of the 
true cross was somewhat impaired by its fre- 
quent division ; and a long captivity among the 
infidels might shed some suspicion on the frag. 

* Joioville, p. 104,, edit, da Louvre. A Coman prince, wbe died 
wlttont baptism, was buried at the gatca.of ConttantiDople with & liw 
ictiane of klavet and horaei. 

' ^nnt. Secret. Fidel. Cmcis. L ii,^. iv, c. 18, p. 7S. 
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ments that were produced in the East and chap. 
West. But another relic of the passion was,^^^^^^,, 
preserved in the imperial chapel of Constanti* 
nople ; and the crown of thorns which had been 
placed on the head of Christ was equally pre- 
cious and authentic. It had formerly been the 
practice of the Egyptian debtors to deposit as 
a security the mummies of their parents ; and 
both their honour and religion were bound for 
the redemption of the pledge. In the same 
manner, and in the absence of the emperor, the 
barons of Romania borrowed the sum of thir- 
teen thousand one hundred and thirty-four 
pieces of gold,* on the credit of the holy crown ; 
they failed in their performance of the contract, 
and a rich Venetian, Nicholas Querini, under- 
took to satisfy their impatient creditors, on 
condition that the relic should be lodged at Ve« 
nice, to become his absolute property, if it were 
not redeemed within a short and definite term.. 
The barons apprized their sovereign of the hard 
treaty and impending loss; and as the empire 
could not afford a ransom of seven thousand 
pounds sterling, Baldwin was anxious to snatch 
the prize from the Venetians, and to vest it 
with more honour and emolument in the hands 
of the most christian king.* Yet the negocia- 

* Under the words Perpanu, Perpera, Hyperpemm^ Docange is short 
■nd Tftgne : Monttas genus. From t corrapt passage of Omitlieros 
(Hist* C Pi c. 8^ p. 10), I guess that the perpcra was the nomoiii* 
aureus, the fourth part of a mark 6f silver, or about ten shillings ster« 
ling in Talne. In lead it would be too contemptible. 

* For the translation of the holy crown, &c. from Constantinople to 
Paris, sec Dncange, (Hist, de C. P. 1. It, c. 1M4, 24, 16) and Ftearj 
(Hist. Eccles. torn. x?ii, p. 201-204). 
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CHAP, tion WM attended with soaie delicacy. Id the 
purchase of relics, the saint would have started 
at the guilt of ukskimy ; hut if the mode of ex- 
presfiioB were chaaged, he might lawfully re- 
pay tl>e debt, accept the gift, aud acknowledge 
the ohligatioii. His ambassadors, two Domi- 
nicans, were despatched to Venice; to redeem 
and receive the holy crown, which had escap- 
ed the dangers of the sea and the gallies of 
Yataces. On opening a wooden box, they 
recognized the seals, of the doge and barons^ 
which were applied ou a sbrine of aihrer ; aad 
within this shrine the moauuient of the pas- 
sion was inclosed in a golden vase. The rc^. 
luctant Venetians yielded to justice aad power, 
the ttnperor Frederic granted a free and honour- 
able passage, the court of France advanced as 
far as Troyes in Ghampagtie, to meet with de- 
votion this inestimable relic : it was borne in 
triuispk through Paris by the king himself 
barefoot, and, in his shirt ; and a free gift of 
ten thousand marks of silver reconciled Bald- 
win to his loss. The success of this trans- 
action tempted the Latin emperor to offer, 
with the same gaiierosity, the remaining furni- 
ture of his chapel ;' a large and authentic por- 
tion of the true cross ; the baby-linen of the Son 
of God ; the lance, the sponge, and the chain, 
of his passion; the rod of Moses.; and part of 
the skull of St John the baptist. For the re- 
ception of these spiritual treasures, twenty 

' Mdaoftft lire d'oM graade Bibliotheqne, torn. zUii, p. 801-205. 
TIm Latrin of BoOcao ezhibiU the inude, the ionl Md mannen of tlic 
Smie CkapeUe ; and maoy facte reUUvc to the insUtation are collects 
cd and explained b^ bia coromentaton, Brotettc and de 8t Bfaic^ 
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thousand marks were expended by St. Loiiis on (»ap. 
a stately foundation, the holy chapel of Paris, 



»»^^»^^#^ 



on which the muse of Boilean has bestowed a 
comic immortality. The truth of such temote 
and ancient relics, which Cannot be proved by 
any human testimony, must be admitted by 
those who believe in the miracles which they 
have performed. • About the middle of the last 
age, an inveterate ulcer was touched and cured 
by an holy prickle of the holy crown;* the pro- 
digy is attested by the most pious and enlight- 
ened christians of, France ; nor will the fact be 
easily disproved, except by those who are arm- 
ed with a general antidote against religious 
credulity.* 

The Latins of Constantinople* were on all Progreis 
sides encompassed and pressed; their sole hope, Greeks, 
the last delay of their ruin, was in the division J^i"*'' 
of their Greek and Bulgarian enemies ; and of 
this hope they were deprived by the superior 
arms and policy of Vataces emperor of Mice. 

* It was performed ▲. d. 1<50^ Mareh 24, on the niee of Paterf ; 
and that ivperior genitu, with Amaald, Nicole, Sec. were on the spot to 
believe and attest a miracle which confounded the Jesuits, t&A saved 
Port Noyal (Oirvres do Racfae, tooK ti, p< 170-187, in hik cioqaant 
history of Port Noyal). 

^ Voltaire (Sieele de Lonis xiv, c. S!f, OuTref, torn, iv, p. I7tl, ItO) 
strives to invalid«te the lilct; Uu HrilDie (Essays, vol ii, p. 48i, 4U), 
with more shiM and snccessy aeiatfs the hatftery, and toms the canaon 
against hb enemies. 

' The gradaal losses of the; Laflns My be traeed In «b« tlM, 
fonrtb, and iflh books of the eompilaAion of Ductnge; but af the 
Greek conquest he has dropped many eircnmstances, which may be 
recovered IVom the large history of Oeorge AcfbpoUta, ind the fhff 
first books of NMophiMii OMgnras, twti tHMers of the ByiaiMiM serfes, 
who have had the good fortune to meet with learned editon, Leo^ 
AUatus at Iftome, and John Boivin in the Academy of liMc^ptigiii U 
Parb. 
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CHAP. From the Propontis to the rocky coast of Pann 
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Lxi. phylia/ Asia was peaceful and prosperous un- 
der his reign; and the events of every campaign 
extended his influence in Europe. The strong 
cities of the hills of Macedonia and Thrace were 
rescued from the Bulgarians ; and their king- 
dom was circumscribed by its present and 
proper limits, along the southern banks of the 
Danube. The sole [emperor of the Romans 
could no longer brook that a lord of Epirus, a 
Comnenian prince of the West, should presume 
to dispute or share the honours of the purple; 
and the humble Demetrius changed the colour 
of his buskins, and accepted with gratitude' 
the appellation of despot. His own subjects 
were exasperated by his baseness and incapa- 
> city : they implored the protection of their 
supreme lord. After some resistance the 
kingdom of Thessalonica was united to the 
empire of Nice ; and Vataces reigned without- 
a competitor from the Turkish borders to the 
Adriatic gulf. The princes of Europe revered 
his merit and power ; and had he subscribed 
an orthodox creed, it should seem that thf pope 
would have abandoned without reluctance the 
Latin throne of Constantinople. But the death 
of Vataces, the short and busy reign of Theo- 
dore his son, and the helpless infancy of his 
grandson John, suspended the restoration of the 
Greeks. In the next chapter, I shall explain 
their domestic revolutions; in this place, it will 
be sufficient to observe, that the young prince 
was oppressed by the ambition of his guar- 
dian and colleague Michael Palaeologus, who 
displayed the virtues and vices that belong to the 
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founder of a new dynasty. The emperor Bald- chap 
win had flattered himself that he miglit recover . ^ ' 



some provinces or cities by an important nego- Michael / 
ciation. His ambassadors were dismissed from nMrttar 
Nice with mockery and contempt At every ^"J^jj^*^ 
place which they named, Palaeologus alleged ^•®- ™^ 
some special reason, which rendered it dear and 
valuable in his eyes : in the one he was born ; 
in another be had been first promoted to mili- 
tary command ; and in a third he had enjoyed, 
and hoped long to enjoy, the pleasures of the 
chace. " And what then do you propose to 
** give us?'* said the astonished deputies. 
" Nothing," replied the Greek, " not a foot of 
** land. If your master be desirous of peace, 
" let him pay me, as an annual tribute, the sum 
" which he receives from the trade and customs 
** of Constantinople. Oa these ternis I may 
** allow him to reign. If he refuses, it is war. 
^* I am not ignorant of the art of war, and I 
** trust the event to God and my sword.'* An 
expedition against the despot of Epirus was 
the first prelude of his arms. If a victory was 
followed by a defeat ; if the race of the Comneni 
or Angeli survived in those mountains his efibrts 
and his reign ; the captivity of Villehardouin, 
prince of Achaia, deprived the Latins of the 
most active and powerful vassal of their expir- 
ing monarchy. The republics of Venice and 
Genoa disputed, in the first of their naval warg, 
the command of the sea and the commerce 
of the East. Pride and interest attached the 

^ George Acropohta, c 78, p. 89, 99« edit. Paris. , 
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oiiAP. VenetiaDB to the defence of Constantinople: 
^'^^ their rivals were tempted to promote the desigins 
00^^^^^ her enemies, and the alliance of the Genoese 
with the 8chi«imatic conqueror provoked the in- 
dignation of the Latin church.^ 
J^ Intent on thia great object, the emperor 
b^ST* Michael visited in person^ and strengthened the 
c/reeki, troopsand ferti&catiou&inThrace. The remains 
My 2A. of the Latins were driven from their last pos- 
sessions : he assaulted^ without success, the su- 
burb of Galata : and corresponded with a perfi- 
dious baron, who praved UBwilling, or unable, 
to open the gates of the metropolis. The next 
spring, his favourite general Alexius Strat^o- 
pulus, whom he had decorated with the title 
of Caesar, passed the Hellespont with eight hun- 
dred horse and some infantry,"" on a secret ex- 
pedition. His instructions enjoined him to ap- 
proach, to listen, to watch, but not to risk any 
doubtful or dangerous enterprise against the 
city. The adjacent territory between the Fro- 
pontis and the Black sea was cultivated by an 
hardy race of peasants and outlaws^ exercised in 
arms, uncertain in their allegiance, but inclined 
by language, religion, and present advantage, to 
the party of the Greeks. They were styled the 

> TiM OrMkt, afhamed of any fbftigm aid, dlifQiit tlif allltiie* «M 
fOCCAvr of Ui» OeoocM ; but the Act is proved by the tMtimony of J. 
Vilfami (Chroo, 1. vi, c. 71, In Muratori, Script* aenin Itallcarna, 
Ion. xiii, p. t09, MS) and WiHiam de Naofis (AwMdoi 4»»t Looi«,p. 
SM, IR tbc LfqTrt JoiiiTiUe), two imptitial for^i^mri^ and Urban !▼, 
threatened to deprive Oenoa of her archbishop. 

^ SooM precaationt mnftt be med in vtcomnIia|flWdtocordi^tBa»- 
Wpa s 1^ 90O aoldion of Mketas, the U^im of SpaiuAiKtiio (apii4 
DacaDf e, 1. t, c. S4) ; the Greeks and Scythians of Acropolita | and 
the unmerons army of Michael, in the epistlet of pope.Urban it, f^ 
lit). 
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whrnteerBf and by their free sendee, the armj chap. 

of Alexius, with the regulars of Thrace and the *^, 

Coinan auxiliaries,"^ was augmented to the num- 
ber of five-and-twenty thousand men. By the 
ardour of the volunteers, and by his own ambi- 
tion, the G«sar was stimulated to disobey the 
precise orders of his master, in the just confi- 
dence that success would plead his pardon and 
reward. The weakness of Constantinople, and 
the distress and terror of the Latins, were At- 
miliar to the obserration of the Tolunteers ; and 
they represented the present moment as the 
most propitious to sarprise and conqneat. A 
rash youth, the new goremor of the Venetian 
colony, had sailed away with thirty gallies, and 
the best of the French knights, on a wild expe- 
dition to Dapbnusia, a town on the Black sea, 
at the distance of forty leagues ; and the re- 
maining Latins were without strength or sus- 
picion. Ttiey were informed that Alexius had 
passed the Hellespont ; but their apprehensions 
were lulled by the smallness of his original num- 
bers; and their imprudence had not watched 
the subsequent increase of his army. If he left 
his main body to second and support his ope- 
rations, he might advance unperceived, in the 
night, with a chosen detachment. While some 
applied scaling ladders to the lowest part of 
the walls, they were secure of an old Greek, 

■ Ml^yMMWfiH Hicj ue dtfeiibcd and ntnwd by VuSbjwan (L ii, 
€. 14). 

• It It neediest to teek tfaete Comant io the detertt of Turtary, w 
evenofMoldatlii. ApartofHielioraeliadfotaHtedtoJofaiTatacct, 
and was probably tcttledal a mmetyof'toNUtnoBtoatipatta f 
or tliracc (Cantacaaen, L t, «• ^ 
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CHAi» w**o would introduce their compaDions, through 
Lxi. ^ subterraneous passage, into his house; they 
'"could soon, on the insidis, break an entrance 
through the golden gate, which had been long 
obstructed ; and the conqueror would be in the 
heart of the city, before the Latins were con- 
scious of their danger. After some debate the 
Caesar resigned himself to the faith of the volun- 
teers; they were trusty, bold, and successful; 
and in describing the plan, I have already re- 
lated the execution aqd success.^ Butno soon- 
er had Alexius passed the threshold of the 
golden gate, than he trembled at his own rash- 
ness; he paused, he deliberated; till the des- 
perate volunteers urged him forward, by the 
assurance, that in retreat lay the greatest and 
most inevitable danger. Whilst the OsBsar kept 
f his regulars in firm array, the Gomans dispo- 
sed themselves on all sides; an alarm was 
sounded, and the threats of fire and pillage 
compelled the citizens to a decisive resolution. 
The Greeks of Constantinople remembered their 
native sovereigns ; the Genoese merchants their 
recent alliance and Venetian foes ; every, quar- 
ter was in arms; and the air resouaded virith a 
general acclamation of '^ Long life and victory 
'^ to Michael and John; the august emperors (^ 
'' the Romans 1" Their rival, Baldwin, was 
awakened by the sound ; but the most press- 
ing danger could not prompt him to draw his 
sword in the defence of a city which he desert- 



' The lost of ConttaDtinople U briefly told by the Lattnt : tbe 
qncst U described with nore Mtiifactioo by the Greeks ; by AcropoUto 
(c. 85), Pachymer (I. ii, c. 96, S7), Nicepfaorai Oregonu (L ir, c* i, 9> 
See DacaDge, Hist, de C. P. I. ▼, c. J».«7). 
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ed, peihaps, with more pleasure than regret: chap. 
he fled from the palace to the sea-shore, where\,^,^,^3j.* 
fie descried the welcome sails of the fleet re- 
turning^ from the vain and fruitless attempt on 
Daphnusia. Constantinople was irrecoverably 
lost ; but the Latin emperor and the principal 
families embarked on board the Venetian gal- 
lies, and steered for tHe isle of Eubcea, and af- 
terward for Italy, where the royal fugitive was 
entertained by the pope and Sicilian king, with 
a mixture of contempt and pity. Froni the loss 
of Constantinople to, his death he consumeij 
thirteen years, soliciting the catholic powers to 
join in his restoration : the lesson had been fai- 
miliar to his youth ; nor was his last exile more 
indigent or shameful than hiis three former pil- 
grimages to the courts of Europe, His son 
Philip was the heir of an ideal empire ; and the 
pretensions of his daughter Catharine were 
transported by her marriage to Charles of Va- 
lois, the brother of Philip the Fair, king of 
France, * The house of Courtenay was repre- 
sented in the female line by successive alli- 
ances, till the title of emperor of Constantino- 
pie, too bulky and sonorous for a private name, 
modestly expired in silence and oblivion.** 

After this narrative of the expeditions of the g«»<?«> 
Latins to Palestine and Constantinople, I cannot qococctof 
dismiss the subject without revolving the gene- ^^a^ 

'^ See the three last books (I. ▼-▼iii), atid the f enealogical ttblet 
Ducatige. In the year 1889, the titular emperor of Constantinople waa 
James de Baux, duke of Andria in the kingdom of Naples, the son of 
Margaret, daughter of Catharine de Valois, daughter of -Cutbariiic; 
daughter of Pihilip) Bon of Baldwin ii, (Dncaogey 1. Tiii, e. 17, H). It 
i* uncertain whether he left any |>osteritr« 
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CHAP. 1^1 consequences ou the couutries that were the 
^^^ scene, and ou the nations that were the actors, of 

"'"''"* these memorable crusades/ As soon as the arms 
of the Franks were withdrawn, the impression, 
though not the memory, was erased in the Ma- 
hometan realms, of Egypt and Syria. The faith- 
ful disciples of the prophet were never tempted 
by a prophaae desire to study the laws or lan- 
guage of the idolaters; nor did the simplicity 
of their primitive manners receive the slight- 
est alteration from their intercourse in peace 
and war vrith the tmknown strangers of the 
West. The Greeks, who thought themselves 
proud, but who were only vain, showed a dis- 
position somewhat less inflexible. In the efforts 
for the recovery of their empire they emulated 
the valour, discipline, and tactics, of their anta- 
gonists. The modern literature of the West 
they might justly despise ; but its free spirit 
would instruct them in the rights of man ; and 
. some institutions of public and private life 
were adopted from the French. The corres- 
pondence of Constantinople and Italy diffused the 
knowledge of the Latin tongue ; and several of 
the fathers and classics were at length honour- 
ed with a Greek version.* But the national 

' Abalfcda, who *aw tkc coiiclMicMi of Uk oroMdci, ipcskt of tbe 
kiDfdoms of the Franki, and thow of the ne; roes, «i eqaally ds- 
koowD (Prdff^oin. til Olograph). Had he not disdained the Lathi 
J<»8«*S<» ^•w «<«U7 wgtit the i^riwi prince hnrc tend books and 
interpreters ? 

* A ahort and snperiicial accoont of these ventons from Latin into 
Greek, is given hj Hnct (do Intcrpretatione ct dc clniis Intcrpratihni^ 
p. 111-116). Mazimns Planndes, a monk of Constamioopk (a. b. ISSf- 
Un\ haa trantlnted Catsar*a Conuncntariea, the Sonuinm Soipioois, 
tlw Metmorphbacs and Heroidet of 0?id, dec (Fahrie. Bib. Groc. 
lMn.m^p.US)« 
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and reUgioiit prejndibes ci the Orientals were chap. 
inflamed by persecution ; and the reign of the ^^^' 
Latina confirmed the separation of the two 
churches. 

If we compare, at the era of the drnsades, 
the Latina of Europe, with the Greeks and 
Arabians, their respective degrees of know- 
ledge, industry, and art, our rude ancestors 
must be content with the third rank in the 
scale of nations. Their successiTe improre- 
ment and present superiogrity may be ascribed 
to a peculiar energy of character, to an active 
and imitative spirit, unknown to their more 
polished rivals, who at that time were in a 
stationary or retrograde state. With such a 
disposition, the Latins should have derived the 
most early and essential benefits from a series 
of events which opened to their eyes the pros- 
pect of the world, and introduced them to a 
long and frequent intercourse with t^e more 
cultivated regions of the East The first and 
moist obvious progress was in trade and manu- 
facture, in the arts which are strongly prompted 
by the thirstof wealth, the calls of necessity, and 
the gratification of the sense or vanity. Among 
the crowd of unthinking fanatics, a captive or 
a pilgrim might sometimes observe the superior 
refinements of Cairo and Constantinople : the 
first importer of wind-mills^ was the benefactor 
of nations; and if such blessings are enjoyed 
without any grateful remembrance, history has 

* Wind-iiillli, fint invented in the drj comitry of Afia Minor were 
«ed is Nomumdy u early at tlie year lliM (Vic prlvee det Fran^i% 
toil. |» p. 41 4i Dncange Gloci. Latin, torn, iv, p. 474). 
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CHAf condescended to notice the more apparent luxn* 
, ries of silk and sugar, which were transported 
into Italy from Greece and Egypt. But the in- 
tellectual wants of the Latins were more slowly 
felt and supplied ; the ardour of studious curio- 
sity was awakened in Europe by different causes 
and more recent events ; and, in the age of the 
crusades, they viewed with careless indifference 
the literature of the Greeks and Arabians. 
Some rudiments of mathematical and medicinal 
knowledge might bf imparted in practice aud 
in figures ;, necessity might produce some inteir- 
preters for the grosser business of merchants 
and soldiers ; but the commerce o( the Orien- 
tals had not diffused the study and knowledge 
of their languages in the schools of Europe.' 
If a similar principle of religion repulsed the 
idiom of fhe koran, it should have excited their 
patience and curiosity to understand the origi- 
nal text of the gospel^ and the same grammar 
would have unfolded the sense of Plato and the 
beauties of Homer. Yet in a reign of sixty 
years, the Latins of Constantinople disdained 
the speech and learning of their subjects; and 
the manuscripts were the only treasures which 
the natives might enjoy without rapine or envy. 
Aristotle was indeed the oracle of the western 
universities, but it was a barbarqus Aristotle ; 
and, instead of ascending to the fountain head, 
his Latin votaries humbly accepted a corrupt 
and.remote version from the Jews and Mooi$ of 

^ S«e the complaiiits of Roger Bacon (Biogniphia Brlftniiica, ^poL i 
p. 418. Kippis'i cdition> If Bacon liinuelf, or Gcrbcrt, midcntM4 
tome Greeks, the j were prodigies, and owed nothing to tbc i 
•f the East 
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Andalusia. Tbe principle of the crusades was ^n^p 
a savage fanaticism: and the most important ^^i« 
effects were analogous to the cause. Each pil- 
grim was ambitious to return with his sacred 
spoils, the relics of Greece and Palestine;' and 
each relic was preceded and followed by a 
train of miracles and visions. The belief of 
the catholics was corrupted by new legends, 
their practice by new superstitions ; and the 
establishment of the inquisition, the mendicant 
orders of monks and friars, the last abuse of 
indulgences, and the final progress of idolatry, 
flowed from the baleful fountain of the holy war. 
The active spirit of the Latins preyed oathe vi- 
tals of their reason and religion ; and if the 
ninth and tenth centuries were the times of 
darkness, the thirteenth and fourteenth were 
the age of absurdity and fable. 

In the profession of Christianity, in the culti- 
vation of a fertile land, the northerp conquerors 
of the Roman empire insensibly mingled with 
the provincials, and rekindled the embers of 
the arts of antiquity. Their settlements about 
the age of Charlemagne had acquired some de- 
gree of order and stability, when they were 
overwhelmed by new swarms of invaders, the 
Normans, Saracens,' and Hungarians, who re- 
plunged the western countries of Europe into 
their former state of anarchy and barbailsm. 

' Sach wai the opinion of the i^reat Leibnits (OeoYret de Fontenelle, 
torn. T, p. 468), a master of the history of the middle agtt* I shall 
only instaace the pedigree of the Carmelites, and the flight of the hovso 
of Loretto, which were both deriTed from Palestine 

' If I rank the Saracens with the barbariani, it is only relatiTC t» 
tlieir wars, or rather inroads, in Italy and France, where thdr lole p«b 
HM WW to ploader and dcttroy. 
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CHAP. About the eleventh century, the second tempest 
^*^' ,bad subsided by the expulsion or conversion of 
the enemies of Christendom: the tide of civili- 
zation, which had so long ebbed, began to flow 
with a steady and accelerated course; and a 
fairer prospect was opened to the hopes and 
efforts of the rising generations. Great was the 
increase, and rapid the progress, during the 
two hundred years of the crusades ; knd some 
philosophers have applauded the propitious in- 
fluence of these holy wars, which appear to me 
to have checked rather than forwarded the ma- 
turity of Europe.' The lives and labours of 
millions, which were buried in the £ast, would 
have been more profitably employed in the im- 
provement of their native country : the accu- 
mulated stock of industry and wealth would 
have overflowed iu navigation and trade ; and 
the Latins would have been enriched and en- 
lightened by a pure and friendly correspondence 
with the climates of the East. In one re^ip^ct I 
can indeed perceive the accidental operation of 
the crusades, not so much in producing a bene- 
fit as in removing an evil. The larger poriion 
of the inhabitants of Europe was chained to the 
soil, without freedom, or property, or know- 
ledge; and the two orders of ecclesiastics and 
nobles, whose numbers were comparatively 
small, alone deserved the name of citizens and 
men. This oppressive systew was supported 

' On this Interettinf rabject, fhe profreo of society in Europe, a 
•tronf raj of pbilotophical iif ht has broke from Scotland in oar ow 
tinct ; and It ia with private, as wcOas public regard, thnC I repett 
Ibe names of Home, Robertson, and Adam Smitb 



OrTiflBKOMAMeMfPlltB. 2g7 

by tfce arts of ^ clergy and the swmxts of tiie chap. 
baroBS. The authority of the priests operated *^^- 
in the darker ages as a salutary antidote; they '''^"''' 
prevented the total extinction of letters, initio 
gated the fierceness of the times, sheltered the 
poor and defenceless, and preserved or revired 
the peace and order of civil society. But the 
independence, rapine, and discord, of the feudal 
lords, were unmixed with any semblance of 
good ; and every hope of industry and improve* 
ment was crushed by the iron weight of the 
martial aristocracy. Among the causes that 
undermined that Gothic edifice, a conspicuous 
place must be allowed to the crusades. The 
estates of the barons were dissipated, and their 
race were often extinguished, in these costly 
and perilous expeditions. Their poverty ex« 
torted from their pride those charters of firee*- 
dom which unlocked the fetters of the slave, 
secured the farm of the peasant and the shop of 
the artificer, and gradually restored a substance 
and a soul to the most numerous and useliil 
part of the community. . The conflagration 
which destroyed the tall and barren trees of the 
forest, gave air and scope to the vegetation nf 
the smaller and nutritive plants of liie soil. 



Digression an the fondly of Courtetuxjf. 

The purple of three emperors who have 
Kdgned at Constantinople will authorise or ex- 
cuse a digression on the origin and singular 
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CHAP, fortftnes of.the house of Caurtenay; in the 
LXh' three principal branches, i. Of Edessa; ii. Of 
''"' France; and, m. Of Epgland; of which the 
last.oply has survived the revolutions of eight 
hnhdred years. 
Oriffa «f j^ Before the introduction of trade, wnich 
ofcooric scatters riches, and of knowledge, which dispels 
Til loio. prejudice, the prerogative of birth is most strong- 
ly felt and mosthumblyacknowledged. In every 
age, the laws and manners of the Germans have 
discrimintnted the ranks of society: the dukes 
and counts, who shared the empire of Charle- 
magne, converted their office to an inheritance; 
and to his children each feudal lord bequeathed 
his honour and his swprd. The proudest fami- 
lies are content to lose, in the darkness of the 
middle ages, the tree of their pedigree, which, 
however deep and lofty, miist ultimately rise 
from a plebeian root ; and their historians must 
descend ten centuries below the christian era, 
before they can ascertain any lineal succession 
by the evidence of surnames, of arms, and of 
authentic records. With the first rays of light,** 
we disceHi the nobility and opulence of Atho, 
a French knight : his nobility in the rank and 
title of a nameless father ; his opulence, in the 

* I haTe applied, but not confined, myself to a gennlogUid huttry ^ 
IJU fi«6fe mui Hhufrimu/amihfqfCmnienay, by £zra CleaoOtmd^ tfOtr to 
8br tViUimm Covrtemy, and rector ^ Honiton ; Exoh. 17S5, in foUo 
The first part it extracted from William of Tyre; the second fr^m 
Boacbet*s French hisfory ; and the third from varions memorials, pob- 
lic, proTincial, and private, of the Conrtenays of Devonshire. The 
rector of Honiton has more gratitude than indnstry, and more industry 
than criticism. 

'* T|ie primitive record of the family is a passage of the contmnatdr 
of Almoin, a monk of Flenry, nvbo vrrotc in the twelfth centntj* Ice 
hia Chronicle, in the Historians of France (torn, xi, p. 276> 
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foundation 6f the castle of Courtenay in the dis- ( f| « p 
trict of Gatinois, .about fifty- six miles to the ^^^' 
south of Paris. From the reign of Robert, the*" ' '** 
son of Hugh Capet, the barons of Courtenay 
are conspicuous among the immediate Vassals 
of the crown, and Joscelin, the grandson of 
Atho and a noble dame, is enrolled among the 
heroes of the first crusade. A domestic alli- 
ance (their mothers were sisters) attached him 
to the standard of Baldwin of Bruges, the se- \^ j^^ 
cond count of Edessa; a princely fief, which he eJJJJJJ®^ 
was worthy to receive, and able to maintain, an* a.d. iioi. 
nounces the number of his martial followers; 
and after the departure of his cousin, Joscelin 
himself was invested with the county of Edessa 
on both sides of the Euphrates. By econo- 
my in: peace, his territories were replenished 
with Latin and Syrian subjects ; his magazines 
with corn, wine, and oil ; his castles with gold 
and silver, with arms and horses. In the holy 
warfare of thirty years, he was alternately a 
conqueror and a captive; but he died like a 
soldier, in an horse-litter at the head of his 
troops ; and his last glance beheld the flight 
of the Turkish invaders who had presumed on 
his age and infirmities. His son, and succes- 
sor, of the sa:me name, was less deficient in va- 
lour than in vigilance ; but he sometimes for- 
got that dominion is acquired and maintained 
by the same arts. He challenged the hostility 
of the Turks, without securing the friendship 
of the prince of Antioch; and amidst the peace* 

VOL. XI. u 
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CHAP. ^1 luxury of l^irbemel, io Syria,* Joscelin n^- 
I'Xi. lected the defence of the christian frootier be 
"^yond the Euphrates. In bis absence, S^^ogfai, 
the first of the Atabek^ besieged and stormed 
his capital, Edeas^, which was feebly defended 
by a timorous and disloyal crowd of OrieiitalB; 
the Frank^s were oppressed in a bold attempt 
for its recoTer]!, and Courtenay ended his d^ys 
in the prison of AJeppo. He still left a fair and. 
ample patrimony. 3ut the victorious Turks 
oppressed on all sides the weakness of a widow, 
and orphan ; and for the equivalent of an annq- 
al pension, they resigned to the Greek emperor 
the charge of defi^ding, and the shame of losing, 
the last relics of the Latin conquest. The conn* 
tes9 dowagerofEdessa retired to Jerusalem with 
her twp children ; the daughter, Agnes, became 
the wife and mother of a king ; the son, JpsQe- 
I lin the third, accepted the office of seneschal, 
the first of the kingdom, aud held his new es- 
tates in Palestine by the service of fifty knights. 
His name appears with honour in all the tran- 
sactions of peace and war ; but he finally va- 
nishes in the fall of Jerusalem ; and the name 
of Courtenay, in this branch of Edessa, was 
lo;8t by the marriage of his two daughters with 
a French and German baron.' 
ii.The II. While Joscelin reigned beyond the Eu- 
■ayt'of phrates, his elder brother Milo, the son of Jp^sce- 

« Torbeuel, or ai it ii now ttykd Tflbctlier, it feed hj d*A9TiBe 
ftor-tnd-tweQty mitot ftoai the frtai pasi«f e over the Eophntoi at 
Zeugma. 

* His ponctfiom are dittiiicttiilicd in the Asriica of Jct«iak« (e. 
ne) anoDf the feudal teourct of the klncdom, i^hlch miist thercftiv 
have bfren eoUecUd between the jcait 1U3 and 1187. Hia padifiw 
wtmy be feuad in the Ligaaf ca d'OntrenMr, c. le 



ct^m RoiiAw BMflnn. 29{ 

]»« tiw aon of Atho, ccmtinued, near the ScSne^ enAr. 
to possess the castle of their fathers^ which was ^^^' 
at leogth inherited by Rainaiid, or Reginald, 
the youngest of his three sons. JBxamples of 
genius or virtue must be rare in the annals of 
the oldest fomilies; and, in a remote age, their 
pride will embrace a deed of rapine and vio- 
lence ; such, howeirer, as could not be perpe- 
trated without some superiority of courage^ or, 
at least, of power; A descendant of Reginald . 
of Courtenay may blush for the public robber, 
who stripped and imprisoned several merchants, 
after they had satisfied the king's duties, afe 
Smis and Orleans. He will glory in the offence, 
since the bold ofiender could not be compelled 
to obedience and restitution, till the regent and 
the ' count of Champagne prepared to march 
against him at the head of an armyi.* Reginald pniiiee, 
bestowed his estates on his eldest daughter^ and ^^e ViS' 
his daughter on the seventh son of king Louis |!>« roy^i 
the fat ; and their marriage was crowned with. a.d. lisa. 
a numerous offspring. We might expect that a 
private should have merged in a royal name ; 
and that the descendants of Peter of France, 
and Elizabeth of Courtenay, would have enjoy- 
ed the title and honours of princes of the blood. 
But this legitimate claim was long neglected and 
finally denied,; and the causes of their disgrace 
will represent the story of this second branch. 
1. Of all the families now extant, the most 

* The npine and tfttiafiietioB of Regiaald de Conrteaay «rc pi«|MM» 
torotttly arrmngcd m the chides «f the abhot.and regcqt Suger (cxiv, 
exTiX the bctt memorial! of the afe (Dnchcspe, ScripCom Ui»t» Wnm» 
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C0AP ancient, doubtless, and the most. iUnstrioiw, . is 
^ the house of France, which has occupied the 
same throne above eight hundred years, and de- 
scends in a clear and lineal series of males, from 
the middle of the ninth century/ In the age 
of the crusades, it was already revered both in 
the East and West. But from Hugh Capet to 
the marriage of Peter, no more than 6ve reigns 
or generations had elapsed ; and so precarious 
was their title, that the eldest sons, as a neces- 
sary precaution, were previously crowned during 
the life-time of their fathers. The peers o£France 
have long maintained their precedency before 
the younger branches of the royal line ; nor had 
the princes of the blood, in the.twelfth century, 
acquired that hereditary lustre which is now 
diffused over the remote candidates for the suc- 
cession. 2. The barons of Courtenay must have 
stood high in their own estimation, and in that 
of the world, since they could impose on the 
son of a king the obligation of adopting for him- 
self and all his descendants the name and arms 

' In the be^nnin; of the elcfenth century, after naming the father 
and grandfather of Haf h Capet, the monk Glaber if obliged to wld, 
ciUM c^nns Talde in-ante reperitor otMComm. Yet we are aarared 
that the great grandfather of Hagh Capet wai Robert the strong, 
count of Anjon (▲. d. MS-878), a noble Frank of Neoatria, NevAtri- 
em .I., generosastirpii, who was riain in the defence of his coao. 
try against the Normani, dum patricfioei tuebatur. Beyond Robert, 
all is conjecture or fablet It is a probable conjecture, that the third 
race descended from the second by Chiidcbrand, the brother of 
Charles Martel. It is an absurd fable, that the second was allied to 
the first by the marriage uf Ansbeit, a Konum senator, and the an- 
cestor of St. Amonl, with Blitilde, a daughter of Clotaire i. The 
Saxon origin of the house of France b an ancient but incredible op%- 
nion. See a judicious memoir of M. de Foncemagne (Memoiret de 
TAcademie des Inscriptions,, torn, zx, p. 648-679). He had promised 
to declare his own opinion in a second memoir, which haa aercr ap* 
pcared. 
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of their daughter and his wife. In the marriage chap. 

of an heiress with her inferior or her equal, such ^,, 

exchange was often required and allowed : but 
as they continued to diverge from the regal 
stem, the sons of Louis the fat were insensibly 
confounded with their maternal ancestors ; and 
the new Courtenays might deserve to forfeit the 
honours of their birth, which a motive of inte- 
rest had tempted them to renounce. 3. The 
shame was far more permanent than the reward, 
and a momentary blaze was followed by a long 
darkness. The eldest son of these nuptials, 
Pel^r of Courtenay, had married, as I have al- 
ready mentioned, the sister of the counts of 
Flanders; the two first emperors of Constanti- 
nople: he rashly accepted the invitation of the 
barons of Romania ; his two sons, Robert and 
Baldwin, successively held and lost the remains 
of the Latin empire in the East, and the grand- 
daughter of Baldwin the second again mingled 
her blood with the blood of France and of Va- 
lois. To support the expences of a troubled 
and transitory reign, their patrimonial estates 
were mortgaged or sold ; and the last emperors 
of Cohstantinople depended on the annual cha- 
rity df Rome and Naples. 

Mobile the elder brothers dissipated their 
wealth in romantic adventures, and the castle 
of Courtenay was profaned by a plebeian own- 
er, the younger branches of that adopted name * 
were propagated and multiplied. iBut their 
splendour was clouded by poverty and time : 
after the decease of Robert, great butler of 
France, they descended from princes to barons: 
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CHAP the next generations were confounded wUh the 
^ simple gentry ; the descemiants of Hugh Capet 
could no ioDger be visible in the rural lords of 
Tanlay and of CiiampigneUe^. The more ad- 
yenturous embraced without dishonour the ipre- 
fession of a soldier : the least active and c^o- 
lent might sink, like Iheir cousins of the branch 
of Dreux, into the condition of peasants. Their 
rojral descent, in a dark period of four hun- 
dred years, became each day more obsolete 
and ambiguous; and their pedigree, instead 
of being enrolled in the annals of the king- 
dom, must be painfully searched by the minute 
diligence of heralds and genealogists. It was not 
till the end of the sixteenth century, on the ac- 
cession of a family almost as remote as their 
own, that the princely spirit of the Courtenays * 
again revived; and the question of the nobility 
provoked them to assert the royalty of their 
blood. They appealed to the justice and coflh- 
passion of Henry the fourth ; obtained a favour- 
able opinion from twenty lawyers of I'laly amd 
Germany, and modestly compared •themselves 
to the descendant of king David, whose .prero- 
gatives were not impaired by the lapse of ^ges 
or the trade of a carpenter.* But every ear 

• Of the Tariovs petitiout, apolopes. Ire. putblnh^d by llie prhum» 
of Courtcnay, I have mtb the three followiof , all m octavo : 1. ]>e 
Stirpc et Olivine Domot de Coarteaaj : addita lant Rctponsa edc- 
bcrriaonioi Eitropa Jariicootulloron ; Faria, 160T. t. Repreieat*- 
tion dn Procedc tenft a rinstaacc Aiietcdcfamlc Rai,parMeMieutde 
CoorteDay, pour la converMtion de rHonneur et Dignite de leer Maboo, 
bnmch de la royalle Maison de France j A Ptrlt, 161S. t. Vepreton- 
tatiAu do anbjcct qui a porte Mcuienn de SaUet ci de FnYille, de te 
iCoboB de Conrtenay, i se retirer bors da HoyanoBo, 1614. It waa ■■ 
liteicide, for which the CoorUnayi expected to he panloBod,or tric^ 
MpiiMotoftheblood. 
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was dieaf, and every clrcumstaDce wte Adveme, chap. 
to their lawful claims. The Bourbon kings .,,^i.* 
w^re justified by the neglect of the Valois : the 
princes of the blood, more recent and lofty, dis- 
dained the alliance of this humble kindred : 
the parliament, without denying their proofs, 
eluded a dangerous precedc^nt by an arbitrary 
distinction, and established St Louis as the 
first father of the royal line.^ A repetition of 
complaints and protests was repeatedly disre- 
garded ; and the hopeless pursuit was terQiioat- 
ed in the present century by the death of the last 
male of the family.^ Their painful and anxious 
situation was alleviated by the pride of conscious 
virtue: they sternly rejected the temptations 
of fortune and favour ; and a dying Courtenay 
would have sacrificed his son, if the youth could 
have renounced for any temporal interest, the 
right and title of a legitimate princ^ of the blood 
of France.* 

III. Accordmg to the old register of Ford ab- 

^ The MBic ofthe puttamenti is tiivs ezpresicdby Thnaous ; Prui- 
cipil iiOMcn dut^ttani in OMk tribatoaiy nisi ii» ^ni per matrcs e re- 
gibus noitrlf oripnem repetnnt ; qn\ nunc tantnm a LodoTicm none 
bcntm mcmoria nuMenntnr $ nam Corf nun et Droceniet, a Lndlovico 
craao g enm dnccntet, bodie inter eos rainime rccennrntur. A dUtinc- 
tion of expediency, rather than Joitice. The sanctity of Louis », 
could not infest him with any special prerogative, and all the descen- 
dants of Hugh Capet must be included in his original compact with the 
French nation. 

* Tbe last male of the '^oortenays was Charles Roger, ^o died in 
the year 1780, without teaving any sons. The last female wm Helen* 
de Courtenay, who married Louis de BonfVemont. Her title of Prin- 
cesie du Sang Royal de France, Was suppressed (February Tth 17S7> 
by an arrel of the parliament of Paris, 

^ The singular anecdote to which I allude is irelat«d in the Resell 
dcs Pieces interessantes et pen connues (Maestricht, 1786, in 4 Tob. 
l2mo) ; and the unknown editor quotes his author, who had recetvc4 
it from Helcne de Courtenay, marquese de Bcanfrcmoot, 
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CHAP, bey, the C<mrtenay8 of Devonshire are descend- 



r*..^c--^^ from prince Flams, the second son of Peter, 
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The and the grandson of Louis the fat.' This fable 
mTo7 ^^ *^^ grateful or venal monks was too respcct- 
Eoi^itod. fiilly entertained by our antiquaries, Cambden" 
and Dugdale :" but it is so clearly repugnant to 
truth and time, that the rational pride of the 
family now refuses to accept this imaginary 
founder. Their most faithful historians believe, 
that after giving his daughter to the king s son, 
Reginald of Courtenay abandoned his posses- 
sions in France, and obtained from the EngUsfa 
monarch a second wife and a new inheritance. 
It is certain, at least, that Henry the second 
distinguished, in his camps and councils, Regi- 
nald, of the name and arms, and, as it may be 
fairly presumed, of the genuine race of the Cour- 
tenays of France. The right of wardship en- 
abled a feudal lord to reward his vassal with 
the marriage and estate of a noble heiress ; and 
Reginald of Courtenay acquired a fair estab- 
lishment in Devonshire, where his posterity' has 
been seated above six hundred years.* From 

* Diif dale, MooMticon Anglicanom, toI. i, p. 766. Yet this Imble 
mntt have been invented before the reign of Edward iii. The profbse 
devotion of the three first gcneratiocs to Ford abbey was followed by 
oppression on one side and ingratitude on (he otbet \ and in the sixtli 
generation, the monies ceased to register the births, actions, and deatht, 
of their patrons. 

* In his Britannia, in the list of the earls of Devonshire. His ex* 
pression, e regio sanguine ortus credant, betrays, however, some doobC 
or snepicion.. 

" In bis baronage, p. i, p. 634, he refers to his own Menasticoa. Shoald 
he not have corrected the register of Ford abbey, and annihilated the 
phsuitom Floms, by the unquestionable evidence of the French liiati»» 
rians? 

* Besides the third and most valbable boi»k ef Cleaveland*^ Hlstoty, 
I have coudiilted Dugdale, the father of our f<^cdogieal scilflcc (BiU 
ronage, p. i« p. 6S4.C4S). 
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a Norman baroii, Baldwin de Brioniis, who bad chap. 
been invested by the conqueror, Hawise, the ^^i. 
wife of Reginald, derived the honour of Oke- *"''"'" 
hamptop, which was held by the service of • 
ninety- three knights ; and a female might claim 
the many offices of hereditary viscount or sheriff, 
and of captain of the royal castle of Exeter. 
Their son Robert married the sister of the earl 
of Devon : at the end of a century, on the fai- 
lure of the family of Rivers,** his great grand- 
son, Hugh the second, succeeded to a title whi^h 
was still considered as a territorial dignity ; and The «ria 
twelve earls of Devonshire, of the name of Ai^^**' 
Courtepay, have flourished in a period of two 
hundred and twenty years. They were ranked 
among the chief of the bvons of the realm ; nor 
was it till after a strenuous dispute, that they 
yielded to the fief of .Arundel the first place in 
the parjiament of England : their alliances were 
contracted with the noblest families, the Veres, 
Despepsers, St. Johns, Talbots, Bohuiis, and 
even the Plantagenets themselves; and in a 
contest with John of Lancaster, a Coiirtenay, 
bishop of London> and afterwards arohbishop 
of Canterbury, migh;t.' be accused of profane 
confidence in the strength and number of his 
kin(^red^ : In peace, the earls of Devon resided 
in their nuni^rous castles abd manors of the 
iHrest:.tl)^r aniple rev^nite wAs a|>propriated 
to devotiopand hospitality ; and the epitaph of 
Edward^ jsfuitfiaQied^ fioom hia .misfortune, the 

^ » TM» ptki fkritiiy, de RlpUuili, ^fe Redvers, de Riveri, ended/ in 
Edward the firfil*^ tin9<*, in IfabeUn d^,Fortibut, ^ ^m^nft u>d potettt 
tf(tfW^£^d',/^tioio9Jf survived tierbrother And hiubfuid (n«sd«lc»B%* 
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CHAP. JMiHd,frota his y'lrtn^, the good, earl, inculcates 
"'*■ with much ingenuity a moral sentence, which 

********* • ■ It l- 1_a1 

may however be abused bjr tbonghtless gene- 
rosJly. After a grateful commemoration of the 
'fifty-fivB yeaVs of union and happiness which 
'he et^dyed with Mabel his wife, the good earl 
thus Bpeaks from the tomb : 

What we gave, we have, 
What we spent, we had; 
• What we left, we lost' 

But their UmsiB^ in thi« Mnse, ^eife fiu* superior 
to their gifts and e^pences; and <henr heirs, toot 
less than the poor, were the objects of their pa- 
ternal care. The sufAis which they paid for 
livery and seisin attest the greatness of their 
possessions; and several estafteshiive remained 
in their family since the thirtclentih and four- 
teenth oenturies. In 'war, ^Aft 'Oourtenays of 
Eiigland fulfilled the duties, attd deserved the 
honours, of chivailry. They 'were often entrust- 
ed Mf levy and command tiie militia of Devon- 
shire and Cornwall ; they oft^i attended their 
supreme lord to the borders of Scotland; and 
in foreign service, for a stipulated price, tliey 
sometimes maintained fourscore men at armft» 
and as many archers. By sea and land, they 
fought under the standard ol the Edwards and 
Henrys : their names are cotispicuous in bat- 
tles, in tournaments, and in Hie original Krt ef 
the order of the garter ; three brothers shared 



< CleaTcli9d,p. 141. ByiMe itU aiaigiicd to a Hivcft cul «f D«- 
▼M S tat the li«»kli dcBdtci Ac SftMath, imtte ttss II 
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the Spanish yictory of the Black Prince; and chap. 
in the Upse of «ix generations,' the JBngliah 
Cpurtenays had learned to despise the nation 
and country from which they derived their ori- 
gin. In the quarrel of the two roses, the earls 
of Devon adhered to the house of Lancaster, 
and three brothers successively died, either in 
the field or on the scaffold. Their honours and 
estates were restored by Henry the seventh ; a 
daqghter of Edward the fourth was not dis- 
graced by the nuptials of a Courtenay ; their 
son^ who was created marquis of Exeter, eo- 
joyed the favour of his cousin Henry the eighth; 
and in the camp of Cloth of Gold, he broke a 
lance against the French monarch. But the 
favour of Henry was the prelude of disgrace; 
his disgrace was the signal of death ; and of the 
victims of the jealous tyrant, the marquis of 
Exeter is one of the most noble and guiltless/ 
His son Edward lived a prisoner in the Tower, 
and died an exile at Padua ; and the secret 
love of queen Mary, whom he slighted, perhaps 
for the princess Elizabeth, has( shed a romantic 
colour on the story of this beautiful youth. The 
relics of his patrimony were conveyed into 
strange families by the marriages of his four 
aunts ; and his personal honours, as if they had 
been legally extinct, were revived by the pa- 
tents of succeeding princes. But there still 
survived a lineal descendant of Hugh, the first 
earl of Devon, a younger branch of the Couf- 
tenays, who have been seated at Powderham 
castle above four hundred years firom the reign 
of Edward the third to the present hour. Their 
estates have been increased by the grant and 
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CHAP, improvement of lands in Ireland, and they haT« ^ 

^.-.^..L.been recently restored to the honours of the 

peerage. Yet the Courtenays still retain the 

plaintive motto, which asserts the innocence, 

and deplores the fall, of their ancient house/ 

While they sigh for past greatness, they are 

doubtless sensible of present blessings : in the 

long series of the Courtenay annals, the most 

. splendid sra is likewise the most unfortunate; 

nor can an' opulent peer of Britain be inclined 

to envy the emperors of Constantinople, who 

'wandered over Europe to solicit alms for the 

' support of their dignity and the defence of their 

capital. 

' UH Ufmul Quid fedt a motto which wat probahly adopted bj 
the Powdeihaai branch, after the Iom of the earldom of DeToaihirr, i 
dre. The primitive anm of the Couneaayt were, or, Iftrw, tortaaan, 
' fate^ which lecm to denote their affinitj with Godfrey af Boafiioa, 
and the ancient conntB of Bonlogne. I 
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CIIAP, LXII. 

Tke Greek emperors o/Nice.and Constantinople 
— Elevation and reign of Michael Palceologus 
^^ His false tmian with the pope and the Latin 
chwtch — Hostile designs of Charles of Anjou 
-•TTRevoli of Sicify — VTar of the Catalans in . 
jinaand Greece — Revolutions and present state 
ofjlthens. . 

XHE loss of Goostantinople. restored a mo- chap. 
mentary viffour to the Greeks. From their ^*"* 
palaces, the princes and nobles were driven in- Rettora- 
to the field ; and the fragments of the falling o^if^ 
monarchy were grasped by the hands jof the p""*- 
most vigorous or the most skilful candidates. 
In the long and barren pages of the Byzantine 
annals/ it vt^ould not be an easy task to equal 
the two characters of Theodore Lascaris and ThMdore 
John Ducas Vataces,* who replanted and up- A.D.1S4- 
beld the Roman standard at Nice and Bithynia. ^^^ 
The difference of their virtues was happily 
suited to the diversity of their situation. In his 

* Per the reigoi of the Niceoe emp«rori, Itoore especially of Jelia 
Vatacee and bit loOy-tl^ir nioister, George Acrppolita, Is the only 
gennine contemporary ; but George Pacbymer retamed to Conftan* 
tioople witb the Gr^kf at the age of oiDeteeii (Haoekiai, de Scprlt. 
Byaant. c. M, M, p. 664.578. Fabric. BIbliot Gr»e. tov. vi, p. 48(h> 
400). Yet the history of Nioephoms Gregoras, thoogh of the four- 
teenth eentnry, is a Taloable narrative from the taking of Conttantiod- 
ple by the Latins. 

^ Niccphorus Grt goraA <L ii, c 1) dittingaishea betweca the 4im 
V«^Imafisyt»d thcnn^MafValaGCi. The two portraits arcla 
% very good style. 
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CHAH. first efforts the fiigitive Lascaris commanded 
^'^^' only three cities and two thousand soldiers: 
'his reign was the season of generous and active 
despair : in every military operation, he staked 
his life and crown ; and his enemies of the Hel- 
lespont and the Masander, were surprised by 
his celerity, and subdued by his boldness. A 
victorious reign of eighteen years expanded the 
principality of Nice to the magnitude of an em- 
john dop f ^^^' ^^^ throne of his successor and son-ia- 
ce!! ^*** ^^^ Vataces was founded on a more solid'basis, 
A.D.iMs-a larger scope, and more plentiful resources ; 
Oct. M. and it was the temper, as well as the interest, 
of Vataces to calculate the risk, to expect the 
moment, and to insure the success, of his ambi- 
tious designs. In the decline' of the Latins, I 
have briefly exposed the progress of the Greeks; 
the prudent and gradual advances of a conque- 
ror, who, in 1^ reign of thirty-three years, rescued 
the provinces from national and foreign usurpers, 
till he pressed on all sides the intperial city, a 
leafless and sapless truqk, which must fell at 
the first stroke of the axe. But his interior and 
peaceful administration is still more deserving 
of notice and praise.* The calamities of the 
times had wasted the numbers and the substance 
of the Greeks ; the motives and the means of 
agriculture were extirpated ; and the niost fer- 
tile lands were left without cultivation or iuhsr 
bitants. A portion of this vacant property was 
occupied and improved by the command* ^d 
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for the l>eiiefit, of the emperor: a yower^ chap. 
han^.^nd a vi^lant eye supplied and surpassed, ^^^ 

by a. skilful management, the minute diligence' ' 

of a prirate farmer: the. royal domain became 
the garden and granary of Asia; and ii?ithont 
inipoveri^hing the people, the soyeretgn acquir- 
ed a fund of innocent and productive wealth. 
According to the nature of the soil, his lands 
. were sown with corn, or planted with vines : 
the pastures were filled with horses and oxen, 
with sheep and hogs ; and when Yataces. pre- 
sented to the en^press a crown of diamonds and 
pearls, he informed hqr with a smile, that this 
precious ornament arose from the sale of the 
eggs of his innumerable poultry. The produce 
of his domain was applied to the maintenance 
of his palace and hospitals, the calls of dignity 
and benevolence : the lesson was. still more use* 
ful than the revenue; the plough was restored to 
its ancient security and honour; and the nobles 
were taught to seek a sure and independent re- 
venue from their estates, instead of adorning 
their splendid beggary by the oppression of the 
pt^ople, or (what is almost the same) by the 
favours of the court The superfluous stock of 
corn and cattle was eagerly purchased by the 
Turks, with whom Yataces preserved a strict 
and sincere alliance; but he discouraged the 
importation of foreign n^anufiictures, the costly 
silkp of the East, and the curious labours of the 
Italian looms. " The demands of nature and 
*• necessity," was he accustomed to say, " are 
'* indispensable ; but the influence of fashion 
". may rise and sink, at the breath of a monarch ;*" 
and both ^^ precept and example recommend- 
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CHAP, ed simpKcity of manners and the use of domes- 
'"" tic industry. The education of youth and the 
revival of learning were the most serious ob- 
jects of his care ; and, without deciding the 
precedency, he pronounced with truth, that a 
prince and a philosopher,* are the two most 
eminent characters of human society. Bis first 
wife was Irene, the daughter of Theodore Las- 
caris, a woman more illustrious by her perso- 
nal merit, the milder virtues of her sej^, than 
by the blood of the Angeli and domneni, that 
flowed in her veins, and transmitted the inhe- 
ritance of the empire. After her death he was 
contracted to Anne, or Constance, a natural 
daujjhter of the emperor Frederic the a^cond ; 
but as the bride had not attained the years of 

futerly, Vataces placed in his solitary bed an 
taTiaii damsel of her train ; and his amorous 
weakness ' bestowed on the concubine the ho- 
nours, though not the title, of lawful empress. 
His frailty was censured as a flagitious and 
damnable sin by the monks; and their rude 
invectives exercised and displayed the patience 
of the royal lover. A philosophic .age may 
excuse a single vice, which was redeemed by 
a crowd of virtues ; and in the review of his 
faults, and the more intemperate passions of* 
Lascaris, the judgment of their contemporaries 
was softened by gratitude to the second foun- 
ders of the empire.* The slaves of the Latins^ 

Acropol. «. 12). The emperor, in a familiar coiiYenatioo, eumined 
and encouraged the itudics of his fiitnre logotbete. 

* Compare AcropoUta (c 18, 62), i^id the two fint books of Nice- 
pbomt Greg oras. 
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inrithont law or peace, applauded the happiness chap 
of their brethren who had resumed their natio- ^^"• 

nal freedom; and Vataces employed the la^ud-' ' 

able policy of conyiAcing the Greeks, of every 
dominion, that it was their interest to be enrolled 
in the number of his subjects. 

A strong shade of degeneracy is visible between uwali.'* 
John Yataces and his son Theodore ; between W ,„.. 
the founder who sustained the weight, and the October 
heir who enjoyed the splendour, of the imperial A.i>.mii^ 
crown/ Yet the character of Theodore was not ^^^^^ 
devoid of energy ; he had been educated in the 
school of his father, in th^ exercise of war and 
hunting : Constantinople was yet spared ; but 
in the three years of a short reign> he thrice led 
his armies into the heart of Bulgaria. His vir- 
tues were sullied by a choleric and suspicious 
temper : the first of these may be ascribed to the * 
ignorance of controul ; and the second might na> 
turally arise from a dark and imperfect view of 
the corruption of mankind. On a march ifi 
Bulgaria, he consulted on a question of policy 
his principal ministers; and the Greek. logo- 
thete, George Acropolita, presumed to offend 
him by the declaration of a free and honest opi- 
nion. The emperor half unsheathed his scy- 
metar ; but his more deliberate rage reserved 
' Acropolita for a baser punishment. One of the 
first officers of the empire was ordered to dis- 

f A Peniain laying, that Cynis wa» tht father, and Darins the maMer^ 
of bii inbjecti, was applied to VaUcet and hii ion. But Pachymer 
(1. i, c 23) haa miitaken the mild Dariut for the ciuel Cambyf et, des* 
pot or tyraiit of his people. By the inititution of taxes, Dariui had 
incarred tlfe less odioas, bnt more contemptible, name of KMni}^Bcr* 
chant or broker (Herodotus, iii, 89). 

VOLr XI. X 
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CHAP, mount, iftripped of his robes, and extended on 
the ground in the presence of the prince and 
army. In this posture he was chastised with 
so many and such heavy blows from the clubs 
of two guards or executioners, that when Theo- 
dore commanded them to cease, the great togo- 
thete was scarcely able to rise and crawl away 
to his tent. After a seclusion of some days, be 
was recalled by a peremptory mandate to hk 
seat in council ; and so dead were the Greeks 
to the sense of honour and shame, that it is 
from the narrative of the sufferer himi^elf that 
we acquire the knowledge of his disgrace.* 
The cruelty of the emperor was exaisperated by 
the pangs of sickness, the approach of a pre- 
mature end, and the suspicion of poison and 
magic. The lives and fortunes, the eyes and 
limbs, of his kinsmen and nobles, were sacri 
ficed to each sally of passion; and before he 
died, the son of Vataces might deserve from the 
people, or at least from the court, the appella- 
tion of tyrant. A matron of the family of the 
Palaeelogi bad provoked his anger by refusing 
to bestow her beauteous daughter on the vile 
plebeian who was recommended by his caprice. 
Without regard to her birth or age, her body, 
as high as the neck, was inclosed in a sack, 
with several cats, who were pricked with pins^ 
to irritate their fury against their unfortunate' 
fellow-captive. In his last hours, the emperor 

* Acropolita (c« 6t) teems to admire his own firmness in snitaiolBf 
a beating, and imt reliirninf to conncil till he was called. He rdatet 
the exploits of Theodore, and his own services, from c. 5S to c. 74 ••* 
hlf history. j5re the third hook of NirephoriM Gref oras 
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testified a wish to forgive and be forgiyen, a ^i^ ^p 
just anxiety for the fate of John, his son and ^^ii.' 
successor, who, at the age of eight years, was^ * 
condemned to the dangers of a long minority. 
His last choice entrusted the office of guardian JJ j^'*^ 
to the sanctity of the patriarch Arsenius, and Lascaru 
to the courage of George Muzalon, thegreat a°cusu^ 
domestic, who was equally distinguished by 
the royal favour and the public hatred. Since 
their connection with the Latins, the names and 
privileges of hereditary rank If ad insinuated 
tbeffiselves into the Greek monarchy ; and the 
noble families^ were provoked by the elevation 
of a worthless favourite, to whose influence they 
imputed the errors and calamities ofthe late reign* 
In the first council, after the emperor's death, 
Muzalon, from a lofty throne, pronounced a 
laboured apology of his conduct and intentions: 
his modesty was subdued by an unanimous 
assurance of esteem and fidelity ; and his most 
inveterate enemies were the loudest to salute 
him as the guardian and saviour of the Romans. 
Eight days were sufficient to prepare the exe- 
cution of the conspiracy. On the ninth, the 
obsequies of the deceased monarch were so- 
lemniased in the cathedral of Magnesia,^ an 

^ Pachymer (1. i, c 21) names and diicrimioates fifteen or twenty 
Greek ftmiliet, «ai 00^ ai^k«i, kt 4 fuymKtyint nif« mi Xi"^ rvytmfmnt 
Doei he mean, by this decoration, a figurative, or a real golden cbalni? 
Perhaps both. 

' The old geographers, with CelMrins and d'AvTiUe, ana oar trtT«l- 
lers, particularly Pocock and Chandler, wHl teach us to distinguish the 
two Magnesias of Asia Minor, of the Msander and of Sipyln. The 
latter, onr present object, is still fiotfrishing for a Turkish city, and Ilea 
eight hours, or leagues, to the north-east oC Smyrna (ToameliMrt, Voy- 
ages 
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CHAP. Asiatic city, wher^ he expired, on the bankg 
^^.!^,. of the Herinus, and at the foot of rooirnt Sipy- 
lus. The holy rites were interrupted by a sedi- 
tion of the guards ; Muzalon, his brothers, and 
his adherents, were massacred at the foot of 
the altar ; and the absent patriarch was associ- 
ated with a new colleague, with Michael Pala&- 
ologus, the most illustrious, in birth and merits 
oi the Greek nobles.^ 
im?^ Of those who are proud of their ancestors, 
racrer of the fac greater paK must be content with local 
Paiaoio- or domestic renown ; and few there are who 
^^ dare trust the memorials of their family to the 
public annals of their country. As early as 
the middle of the eleventh century, the noble 
race of the Pal^eologi^ stands high and con- 
spicuous in the Byzantine history : it was tb« 
valiant George Palseologus who placed the fa- 
ther of the Comneni on the throne ; and his 
kinsmen or descendants continue, in each gene- 
ration, to lead the armies and councils of the 
state. The purple was not dishonoured by 
their alliance ; and had the law of succession, 
and female succession, been strictly observed, 
the wife of Theodore I^ascaris must have yield- 
ed to her elder sister, the mother of Michael 
Palaeologus, who afterwards raised his family ' 
to the throne. In his person, the splendour of ' 



acei da Lcv«nt, torn. iii» lettre uii, p. 166470. CbaDdlci^t Tnwd$ 
teto Alia BfiDor, p. 367). 

^ See Acropolita c. 75, 76, &c.) who IWed too near the lines i Pa- 
chyner (1. i, c. 1S-26X Greg eras (I. iii, c. t, 4, S). 

' The pedigree of Paleologni u explained by Dacaof e (FamiL 
Byaant. p. 2S0, &c.) : the eventa of hii private life are related by 
Pachymer (I. i» c. 7-12) ^and Gregoras 0* ii» S» I. iii, 1, 4, L !▼, 1) 
vUibie favour to the ftither of th« reigning dynasty. 






Of THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3O9 

birth was dignified by tlie merit of the soldier chap. 
and statesman : in his early youth he was pro- ^^'* 
moted to the office of constable or commander ' 
of the French mercenaries ; the private expence 
of a day never exceeded three pieces of gold ; 
but his ambition was rapacious iand profuse; 
and his gifts were doubled by the graces of his 
conversation and manners. The love of the 
soldiers and people excited the jealousy of the 
court; and Michael thrice escaped from the 
dangers in which he was involved by his own 
imprudence or that of his friends, i. Under 
the reign of Justice and Yataces, a dispute 
arose** between two officers, one of whom ac- 
cused the other of maintaining the hereditary 
right of the Palsologi. The cause was de- 
cided, according to the new jurisprudence of 
theLatins, by single combat: the defendant 
was overthrown ; but he persisted in, declar- 
ing that himself alone was guilty; and that 
he had uttered these rash or treasonable 
speeches vnthout the approbation or know- 
ledge of the patron. Yet a cloud of suspi- 
cion hung over the innocence of the con- 
stable : he was still pursiied by the i/vhispers of 
malevolence ; and a subtle courtier, the arch- 
bishop of Philadelphia, urged him to accept the 
judgment of God in the fiery proof of the or- 
deal/ Three days before the trial the patienf s 

"^ AcropoUte (c. SO) rdatei the eircamiUnceft of thii cnriotisadven- 
tnr«, which teem to have escaped the more recent writers. 

* PachjBcr (1« i, c. 12), who speaks with proper contempt of this 
harbarons trial, affirms, that he had seen in bu youth uiany persons 
who had sostained, without iiuary, the fiery ordeal. As a Greek, he 
is crcdnloas ; but the ingcnnitj of the Greeici micbt fiimish some re- 

mediaa 
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CHAP, arm waft inclosed in a bag, and aecmed by ibe 
^^^* royal signet ; and it was incumbent on him to 
bear a red-hot ball of iron three times fr<HB the 
altar to the rails of the sanctuary, without arti- 
fice and without injury. Palseologus eluded 
the dangerous experiment with sense and {Pea- 
santry. *^ I am a soldier/* said he, ^ and will 
" boldly enter the lists with my accusers : but 
*^ a layman, a sinner like myself, is not endowed 
'^ with the gift of miracles. Your piety, most 
'' holy prelate, may deserve the interposition of 
^ heaven, and from your hands I wi)l receive 
^ dieiery globe, the pledge of my innocence.'? 
The archbishop stared ; the emperor smiled ; 
and the absolution or pardon of Midiad was 
ai^roved by new rewards and new services. 
If. Ia the succeeding reign, as he held the go- 
veninittit of Nice, he wsa secretly informed, 
that the mind of the absent prince was poison- 
td with jealousy; and that death, or blindness, 
would be his final reward. Instead l>f awaiting 
the return and sentence of Theodore, the con- 
stable, with some followers, escaped from the 
city and the empire ; and though be was plun- 
dered by the Turkmans of the desert, he found 
an hospitable refuge in the court of the sultan. 
In the ambiguous state of an exile, Michael 
reconciled the duties of gratitude and loyalty: 
^rawing his sword against tiie Tartars ; admo- 
nishing the garrisons of the Roman limit ; and 
promoting, by his influence, the restoration of 
peace, in which his pardon and recal were ho- 

mediet of art or fraud againit their owb mpentitioD, or that of tbek 
tyraat. 
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Qourabljr included, iii. While he guarded the chai>. 
West agaiuBt the despot of Epirus, Michael ^''"• 

was again suspected and condemned ia the 

palace ; and such was his loyalty or weakness, 
that he submitted to be led in chains above six 
hundred miles from Durazzo to Nice. The ci- 
yility of the messenger alleviated his disgrace ; 
the emperor's sickness dispelled his danger ; 
and the last breath of Theodore, which re- 
commended his infant son, at once acknow- 
ledged the innocence and the power of Palaeo* 
Ibgus. 

But his innocence had been too unworthily ^j**'*!?J 
treated, and his power was too strongly felt, to throne, 
curb an aspiring subject in the fair field that was 
opened to his ambition.'' In the council after 
the death of Theodore, be was the first to pro- 
nounce, and the first to violate, the oath of alle- 
giance to M uzalon ; and so dexterous was his 
conduct, that he reaped the benefit, without 
incurring the guilt, or at least the reproach, of 
the subsequent massacre. In the choice of a 
regent, he balanced the interest and passions of 
the candidates; turned their envy and hatred 
from himself against each other, and forced 
every competitor to own, that after his own 
claims, those of Palaeologus were best entitled 
to the preference. Under the title of great duke, 
he accepted or assumed, during a long mino- 
rity, the active powers of government ; the pa- 
triarch was a vaierable name; and the fiaictioas 

• Witbont compaiiDg Pachymcr to Thacydide^ or Tacitof, I will 
pnite hit namtivc (L 1, c. 18-tS, I. ii, c. 1-9), wbich piifMict the 
MCfnt of Palsolognt with elo^ncncc, penpiraity, ud tol«nble fine*- 
dom. AcropoliU if mort caotiow, and Oicf^raa Morc ( 
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CHAP, nobles were seduced, or oppressed, by the 
.^^It.. ascendant of his genius. The fruits of the eco- 
nomy of Vataces were deposited in a strong cas- 
tle on the banks of the Hermus, in the custody 
of the faithful Varangians: the constable re- 
tained his^command or influence over the foreign 
troops ; he emplored the guards to possess the 
treasure, and the treasure to corrupt the guards; 
and whatsoever might be the abuse of the pub- 
lic money, his cTiaracter was above the suspicion 
of private avarice. By himself, or by his emis- 
saries, he strove to persuade every rank of 
subjects, that their own prosperity would rise 
in just proportion to the establishment of his 
authority. The weight of taxes was suspended, 
the perpetual theme of popular complaint ^ and 
he prohibited the trials by the ordeal and judi- 
cial combat. These barbaric institutions were 
already abolished or undermined in France' 
and England ;"> and the appeal to the sword 
offended the sense of a civilized,' and the tern- 

» The jndicitl eomlMit wai aboUihc^by St. Look in fait oim tmito- 
riea ; and his example and aathority were at length pravaknt in France 
(Eiprit dci Loix, 1. zzvUi, e\ S9). 

4 In civil caact Henry ii, gave an optimi to the dd B e a d a nt; Glanvilla 
prefkn the proof by evidence, and that by jadicial combat is reprobal- 
ed ID the Fleta. Yet the trial by battle hai never l>een abrogated m 
the Englifh law, and it was ordered by the jndgai m late aa the bepn- 
ning of tlie lait centnry. 

' Yet an ingeniont friend hat urged to me in mitigation of this prac- 
tice* L Thai hi nations emerging Iroin barbation, it moderates the 
licence ofprivate war, and arbitraiy revenge. 1. Tlbof it ii Icm abrari 
than the trials by the ordeal, or boiling water, or the cross, which it lias 
coBtiibnted to abolish, t. THof it served at least as a test of personal 
conrage ; a quality so seldom united with a base disposition, that the 
danger of the trial migh be some check to a malicious prosecutor, and 
au useful barrier against injustice supported by power. The gaUanl 
and nnlbrtnnate earl of Surrey might probably have CKftped his nnnic. 
' r»*d 
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per of an unwarlike, people. For the future ^ha^ 
maintenance of their wives and children, the, 
veterans were grateful : the priest and the pdi« 
losopher applauded his ardent zeal for the ad- 
vancement of religion and learning; and his, 
vague promise of rewarding merit was applied 
by every candidate to his own hopes. Consci- 
ous of the influence of the clergy, Michael suc- 
cessfully laboured to secure the suffrage of that 
powerful prder. Their expensive journey from 
Nice to Magnesia afforded a decent and ample 
pretence: the leading prelates were tempted by 
the liberality of his nocturnal visits ; and the 
incorruptible patriarch was flattered by the bo«> 
mage of his new colleague, who led his mule by 
the^ bridle into the town, and removed to a re- 
spectful distance the importunity of the crowd. 
Without renouncing his title of royal descent^ 
Palaeologus encouraged a fhee discussion into the 
advantage of elective monarchy; and his adhe- 
rents asked, with the insolence of triumph^ what 
patient would trust his health, or what merchant 
would a]i>andon his vessel to th^ herediiorjf skill 
of a physician or a pilot? The youth of tlie 
emperor, and the impending dangers of a mino- 
rity, required the support of a mature and ex- 
perienced guart^ian ; of an associate raised above 
the envy of his equals, and invested with the 
name and prerogatives of royalty. For the in- 
terest of the prince and people, without any 
selfish views for himself or his family, the great 
duke consented to guard and instruct the sob 

rited hu^ had not hit demand of the comM ifainit hit acevRr bcca 
•fci^rulcd. 
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CHAP, of Theodore; but he sighed for the happy mo- 
^..^^^^ meat when he might restore to his firmer hands 
the administratioQ of his patrimony, and enjoy 
the blessings of a private station. He was first 
invested with the title and prerogatives of despot^ 
which bestowed the purple ornaments, and the 
second place in the Roman monarchy. It was 
afterwards agreed that John and Michael should 
be proclaimed as joint-emperors, and raised on 
the buckler, but that the pre-eminence should 
be reserved for the birthright of the former. A 
mutual league of amity was pledged between 
the royal partners ; and in case of a rupture, 
the subjects were bound, by their oath of alie^ 
giance, to declare themselves against the aggres- 
sor ; an ambiguous name, the seed of discord 
and civil war. Palseologus was content ; bat 
on the day of the coronation, and in the cathe- 
dral of Nice, his zealous adherents most vehe- 
mently urged the just priority of his age and 
merit. The unseasonable dispute was eluded 
by postponing to a more convenient opportu- 
nity the coronation of John Lascaris ; and he 
walked with a slight diadem in the train of his 
guardian, who alone received the imperial crown 
Slieo^ from the hands of the patriarch. It was not 
gas empe. without extreme reluctance that Arsenius aban- 
aIo.imo, doned the cause of his pupil; but the Varan« 
^"''^* gians brandished their battle axes; a sign of 
assent was extorted from the trembling youth ; 
and some voices were heard, that the life of a 
child should no longer impede the settlement 
of the nation. A full harvest of honours and 
employments was distributed among his friends 
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by the grateful Palceologut}. In his ourn family, chap 
he created a despot and two sebastocrators ; 



Alexius Strategopulus wa^s decorated with the 
title of Caesar; and that veteraa cpnimander 
soon repaid the obligation, by restoring Con- 
stantinople to the Greek emperor. 

It was in the second year of his reign, while he f/^^ 
resided in the palace and gardens of Nyniphae- •^•n^®- 
um/ near Smyrna, that the first messenger ar* a.d. 1261, 
rired at the dead of night ; and the stupendous ' ^ 
intelligence was imparted to Michael, after he 
had been gently waked by the tender precau^ 
tion of his sister Eulogia. The man was un- 
known or obscure; he produced no letters from 
the yictorious Caesar ; nor could it easily be 
credited, after the defeat of Yataces and the 
recent failure of Palceologus himself^ that the 
capital had been surprised by a detachment of 
eight hundred soldiers. As an hostage, the 
doubtful author was confined, with the assur* 
ance of death or an ample recompence; and 
the court was left some hours in the anxiety of 
hope and fear, till the messengers of Alexius 
arrived with the authentic intelligence, and dis- 
played the trophies of the conquest, the sword 
and sceptre,^ the buskins and bonnet," of the 

The Bite of Nympfasimi is not clearly defined in ancient or modem 
geograpby. Bnt from tlit last hovn of Vatacet (Acropolity« e. 53), it 
it evident the palace and gardens of his ftvonrite residence were in the 
neifhbonrhood of Smyrna. Kymphsom might be loosely placed in 
Lydia (Ofegorai» 1. ▼!• 6). 

This sceptre, the emblem of justice and power, was a lo^g staf, 
inch as was used by the heroes fai Homer. By the latter Greeks it was 
nsmcd dieamctf and the imperial sceptre was distinguished as usual by 
the red or purple colour. 

* Acropotita affirms (c. 87), that this bomct itu after the FreMk 

fashion; 
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GHAP. usurper Baldwin, which he had dropt in his 
Jf^'_ precipitate flight. A general assembly of the 
bishops, senators, and nobles, was immediately 
convened, and never perhaps was an event re- 
ceived with more heartfelt and universal joy. 
In a studied oration, the new sovereign of Con- 
stantinople congratulated his own and the pub- 
lic fortune. *^ There was a time,** said he, " a 
** far distant time, when the Roman empire ex- 
*'. tended to the Adriatic, the Tigris, and the 
" confines of Ethiopia. After the loss of our 
** provinces, our capital itself, in these last and 
** calamitous days, has been wrested from our 
** hands by the barbarians of the West. From 
^* the lowest ebb, the tide of prosperity has 
^* again returned in our favour; but our pros- 
** perity was that of fugitives and exiles; and 
•* when we were asked, which was the country 
** of the Romans, we indicated with a blush the 
** climate of the globe and the quarter of the 
" heavens. The divine providence has now 
•• restored to our arms the city of Constantine, 
** the sacred seat of religion and empire ; and 
^* it will depend on our valour and conduct to 
** render this important acquisition the pledge 
S«G?eJk " *°^ omen of future victories.** So eager 
tmpcror, was the impaticucc of the prince and people, 
k^g. 14. ' that Michael made his triumphal entry into 
Constantinople only twenty days after the ex- 
pulsion of the Latins. The golden gate was 
thrown open at his approach ; the devout con- 

Ashion ; bvt from the ruby at tbe point or foimiiit, Docaafe (EBf 1 4i 
C P. 1. V, c. 98, S9) bcUcTM that it wai the higb-crowned kat af Ihi 
Oittki. Covld AcropoUumb'takethedrcMafUtpimeailrel 
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queror dismounted from his horse; and a mi* ^H^p 
raculous image of Mary the conductress was ^^^• 
bore before him, that the divine virgin in per-'""'"*" 
son might appear to conduct him to the temple 
of her son, the cathedral of St. Sophia. But 
after the first transport of devotion and pride, 
he sighed at the dreary prospect of solitude and 
ruin. The palace was defiled with smoke and 
dirt, and the gross intemperance of the Franks; 
whole streets had been consumed by fire, or 
were decayed by t^e injuries of time ; the sa- 
cred and prophane edifices were stripped of 
their ornaments; and, as if they were conscious 
of their approaching^ exile, the industry of the 
Latins had been confined to the work of pillage 
and destruction. Trade had expired under the 
pressure of anarchy and distress ; and the 
numbers of inhabitants had decreased with the 
opulence of the city. It was the first care of the 
Greek monarch to reinstate the nobles in the 
palaces of their fathers ; and the houses or the 
ground which they occupied were restored to the 
families that could exhibit a legal right^ of in- 
heritance. But the far greater part was extinct 
or lost ; the vacant property had devolved to 
the lord ; he repeopled Constantinople by a li- 
beral invitation to the provinces; and the brave " ' 
volunteers were seated in the capital which had 
been recovered by their arms. The French ba- 
rons and the principal families had retired with 
their emperor; but the patient and humble 
crowd of Latins was attached to the country, 
and indifferent to the change of masters. In* 
•tead of banishing the ifkctories of the Pisans, 
Venetians^ and Genoese, the prudent conqueror 
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CHAP, accepted their oaths of allegiance, encouraged 

^J,, their industry, confirmed their privileges, and 

allowed them to live under the jurisdiction of 
their proper magistrates. Pf these nations, the 
Pisans and Venetians preserved their respective 
quarters in the city ; but the services and power 
of the Genoese deserved at the same time the 
gratitude and the jealousy of the Greeks. Their 
independent colony was first planted at the 
sea-port town of Heraclea in Thrace. They 
were speedily recalled, and settled in the ex- 
clusive possession of the suburb of Galata, an 
advantageous post, in which they revived the 
commerce, and insulted the majesty of the By- 
zantine empire.' 
pai«oio. The recovery of Constantinople was celebrat- 
ed bi! * cd as the aera of a new empire: the conqueror, 
yotms^. ^^^^^f ^"^ "^y th*^ right of the sword, renewed 
p«rar, his corouatiou in the church of St. Sophia; 
bee. 26. ' and the name and honours of John Lascaris, 
his pupil and lawful sovereign, were insensibly 
abolished. But his claims still lived in the 
minds of the people; and the royal youth must 
speedily attain the years of manhood and am- 
bition. , By fear or conscience, Palaeologus 
was restrained from dipping his hands in in- 
nocent and royal blood ; but the anxiety of an 
usurper and a parent urged him to secure his 
throne, by one of those imperfect crimes so 
familiar to the modern Greeks. The loss of 
sight incapacitated the young prince for the 

' See Parbymer (1. S» c 28 3S), Acrjpolita (c. 88X NiceplMiw 
Gregoras (1. iv, 7); and for the treatment of the anbject l«aliBf, l)i- 
caof e (1. ▼, c. 30, SI) 
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•ctiye business of the world : instead of the chap. 
brutal violence of tearing out his eyes, the i-™- 
visual nerve was destroyed by the intense glarfc"*^*"''" 
of a red hot bason/ and John Lascaris was 
removed to a distant castle, where he spent 
many years in privacy and oblivion. Such ' 
cool and deliberate guilt may seem incompati- 
ble with remorse : but if Michael could trust the 
mercy of heaven, he was not inaccessible to the 
reproaches and vengeance of mankind, which 
he had provoked by cruelty and treason. Hiis 
cruelty imposed on a servile court the dutite oi 
applause or silence; butthe clergy had a right to 
speak in the name of their invisible master; aad 
their holy legions wtere led by a prelate, whose 
character was above the temptations of hope or 
fear. After a short abdication of his dignity, 
Arseniqs' had consented to ascend the ecclesir 
astical thrdne of Constantinofrfe, and to preside 
in the restoration of the church. His pious siio- 
plicity was long deceived by die arts of Palsso^ 
logus; aaid his patience and submission might 
Booth the usurper, and protect the safety of the 
young prince. On the news of this inhuman 
treatment, the patriarch unsheathed the spirs* 
tual sword ; and superstition, on this occasion, 

' Thit milder inTeotion for extingnithiog tbe aiglit was tried by the 
philosopher Democritm on himtelf, whew ke longht to withdraw bio 
mind from tlic visible world : a foolish story I The :vord abadi¥in, io 
liatin and Italian, has fornished Dncange (Gloss. Latin.) with an op- 
portunity to review tbe various modes of blindiBf : the more violent 
were scoopiag, burning with an iron or hot vinegar, and binding the 
head with a strong <^ord till tbe eyes borst from tbe sockets. Ingeni«f 
ois tyrants ! 

' See the first retreat and restoration of Arscnins, in Paebymer 0- ii 
c. 16, 1. ill, e. i; 2) and Nicephorut Gregoras (1. iii, e. 1. 1, iv, c. 1> 
Posterity justly, accuses the «tiMui and p«BvfAta of Arscnins^ the firtMa 
of an hermit, tlie vices of a miDister^ (U xii, c« 9} 
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CHAP, was enlisted in the cause of humanity and jus- 
^*^^ tioe. In a synod of bishops^ who were stiinn- 
iiVxcom^^**^^ by the example of his zeal, the patriarch 
■looicfttcd pronounced a sentence of excommunication; 
tmr4^^ though his prudence still repeated the name of 
^d!'!?!. Michael in the public prayers. The eaKtem 
^^^* prelates had not adopted the dangerous maxims 
of ancient Rome; nor did they presume to en- 
force their censures, by deposing princes, or 
absolving nations from their oaths of allegiance. 
But the christian vvho had been separated from 
God and the church, became an object of hor- 
ror; and, in a turbulent and fiinatic capital, 
that horror might arm the hand of an assaissin, 
or inflame a sedition of the people* Palteolo- 
gus felt his danger, confessed his guilt, and de 
precated his judge: the act was irretrieyable; 
the prize was obtained ; and the most rigorous 
penance, which he solicited, would have raised 
the sinner to the reputation of a saint The 
unrelenting patriarch refused to announce any 
means of atonement or any hopes of mercy; 
and condescended only to pronounce, that, for 
so great a crime, great indeed must be the sa- 
tisfaction. " Do you require,** said Michael, 
^ *^ that I should abdicate the empire?" And at 
these words, he offered, or seemed to offer, the 
sword of state. Arsenius eagerly grasped this 
pledge of sovereignty : but when he perceived 
that the emperor was unwilling to purchase ab- 
solution at so dear a rate, he indignantly es- 
caped to his cell, and left the royal sinner, 
kneeling and weeping before the door.' 

* The crime and esicoiiimvDicatioo of Michael are fairly told by Pfr 

ChjBR 
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The danger ^nd scandal of this excommuni* chap. 
cation subsisted aboTe three years, till the po- ^^'^ 
pular clamour was assuaged by time and re»- '^humof 
pentance ; till the brethren of Arsenius con- <*?« An»e- 
demned his inflexible spirit, so repugnant to the a.d. 1266- 
unbounded forgiveness of the gospel. The em- ^'^^* 
peror had artfully insinuated, that, if he were 
still rejected at home, he might seek, in the 
Roman pontiff, a more indulgent judge ; but it 
was far more easy and effectual to find or to 
place that judge at the head of the Byzantine 
church, Arsenius was involved in a vague ru- 
mpur of conspiracy and disaffection ; some irre- 
gular steps in his ordination and government 
were liable to censure; a synod deposed him 
from the episcopal office ; and he was trans- 
ported under a guard of soldiers to a small 
island of the Propontis. Before his exile, he 
suddenly requested that a strict account might 
he taken of the treasures of th^ church; boast- 
ed, that his sole riches, three pieces of gold, 
had been earned by transcribing the psalms; 
continued to assert the freedom of his mind ; 
and denied,^ with his last breath, the pardon 
which was implored by the royal sinner.^ After 
some delay, Gregory, bishop of Adrianople, 
was translated to the Byzantine throne ; but 
his authority was found insufficient to support 

chymer (1. ill, c. 10, 14, 10, &c.) and Gregorat (I. iv, c. 4). His coD' 
fcMiOB and pcuance restored tlieir freedom. 

^ Pacbymcr relates the exiles of Arienios (1. iv, c. 1-16) ; he wss one 
of tbe commissarfes who visited him in the desert island. The la^t tes- 
tament of the unforgiving patriarcb is still extant (Dnpin, Bibliotbt^no 
Ecclesiastiqne, torn, x, p. 96).* 

\0L. XI V 



LXIL 



322 THE DECLINE AMP MIX 

CHAP, the absolution of the emperor ; and Joseph, a 
, reverend monk, was substituted to that impor- 
tant function. This edifying scene was repre- 
sented in the presence of the senate and people; 
at the end of six years, the humble penitent 
was restored to the communion of the faithful; 
and humanity will rejoice, that a milder treat- 
ment of the captive Lascaris was stipulated as 
a proof of his remorse. But the spirit of Arse* 
nius still survived in a powerful faction of the 
monks and clergy, who persevered above forty- 
eight years in an obstinate schism. Their scru- 
ples were treated with tenderness and respect 
by Michael and his son ; and the reconciliation 
of the Arsenites w^s the serious labour of the 
church and state. In the confidence of fana- 
ticism, they had proposed to try their cause by 
a miracle ; and when the two papers, that con- 
tained their own and the adverse cause, were 
cast into a fiery brasier, they expected that the 
catholic verity would be respected by theilames. 
Alas! the two papers were indiscriminately 
consumed, and this unforeseen accident pro- 
duced the union of a day, and renewed the 
quarrel of an age.* The final treaty displayed 
the vfctory of the Arsenites: the cl^-gy ab- 
stained during forty days from all ec<^Iesia8ti- 
cal functions ; a slight penance was imposed on 
the laity ; the body of Arsenius was deposited 

* Pacbymcr (1. vii, c. 22) relates this miracalons trial like a philoso^ 
pher, and treats witli similar contempt a plot of the Arsenites, to hide 
a revelation in tlie coffin of some old saint (!• ^n, c. IS). Hecompeo- 
satps this incredulity by an image that weeps, anotbcr that bleeds (L 
▼ii, c. 30), and the miracnIoDs cures of a deaf and a mote patieat ^L 
ai, c. 32). 
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in the sanctuary ; and in the name of the de- chap. 
parted saint, the prince and people were reieas- ,.....,/,^ 



ed from the sins of their fathers/ 
The establishment of bis family was the mo- ^^'sn ^r 

M t ^ At ' J ^^1 • - Michael ^ 

tive, or at least the pretence, of the crime of Paiaeoio- 
Palaeologus ; and he was impatient to confirm To. 1259, 
the succession, by sharing with his eldest son ]^d?iV82, 
the honours of the purple. Andronicus, after- ^^^h 
wards surnamed the elder, was proclaimed and Androoi. 
crowned emperor of the Romans, in the fifteenth eWe?,* 
year of his age; and, from the first era of a ^•■•^*'*- 
prolix and inglorious, reign, he held that august 
title nine years as the colleague, and fifty as the 
successor^ of his father. Michael himself, had 
he died in a private station, would have been 
thought more worthy of the empire ; and the ^.^Visii 
assaults of his temporal and spiritual enemies P«b. is 
left him few moments to labour for his own 
fame or the happinesis of his subjects. He 
wrested from the Franks several of the noblest 
islands of the Archipel&go, Lesbos, Chios, and 
Rhodes: his brother Constantine was sent to 
command in Malvasia and Sparta; and the 
eastern side of the Morea, firom Argos and Na- 
poli to Cape Taenarus, was repossessed by the 
Greeks. This efiusiou of christian blood was 
loudly condemned by the patriarch ; and the ' 
insolent priest presumed to interpose his fears 
and scruples between the arms of princes. But 
in the prosecution of these western conquests, 
the countries beyond the Hellespont were left 

* The itory of the ArscDites ii spread through the thirteen books of 
Pachymer. Tlieir nnion and trineaph are reserved for Nicepbomt 
Grcgoras (U ▼!!, c. 9), who neither lo?es nor esteems these sectarici* 
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x:hap. naked to the Turks; and their depredatioas 
...*^.^.. verified the prophesy of a crying senator, that 
the recovery of Constantinople would be the 
ruin of Asia. The victories of Michael were 
achieved by his lieutenants ; his swo)-d rusted 
in the palace ; and in the transactions of the 
emperor v^ith the popes and the king of Naples, 
his political arts were stained with cruelty and 
fraud/ 
^^i"?**" I. The Vatican was the most natural refiige 

witn the 

LaUn of a Latin emperor, who had been driven from 
?"i»74. his throne ; and pope Urban the fourth appear- 
"^^^ * ed to pity the misfortunes, and vindicate the 
cause, of the fugitive Baldwin. A crusade, 
* with plenary indulgence, was preached by his 
command against the schismatic Greeks ; he 
excommunicated their allies and adherents; 
solicited Louis the ninth in favour of his kins- 
man; and demanded a tenth of the ecclesiasti- 
cal revenues of France and England for the 
service of the holy war.' The subtile Greek, 
who watched the rising tempest of the West, 
attempted to suspend or sooth the hostility of 
the pope, by suppliant embassies and respect- 
ful letters ; but he insinuated that the estab- 
lishment of peace must prepare the reconcilia- 
tion and obedience of the eastern church. The 
Roman court could not be deceived by so gross 

* Of the thirteen books of Pachyroer, the tint aix (m the fenrtli ud 
fifth of Nicephorat Gregoras) contain the reign of Michael, at the tiBM 
of wLotc death he was forty yean of afc. Inatead of breakings like 
hia editor the Pere Ponuin, hit hiatory into two parta, I follow Dv 
caage and Conain, who number the thirteen booka in ooc aerica. 

' Dacange, Hiat de C. P. I. ▼, c. BS, &c. from the Bpiatlca ef Ul^ 
ban IT. 
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an artifice; and Michael was admonished, that chap. 
the repentance of the son should precede the ^^^^* 
forgiveness of the fieither; and that yai7A (an ' *""' 
ambiguous word) was the only basis of friend- 
ship and alliance. After a long and affected 
delay, the approach of danger, and the impor- 
tunity of Gregory the tenth, compelled him to 
enter on a more serious negociation: he alleged 
the example of the great Vataces ; and the Greek 
<^^^^gjy who understood the intentions of their 
prince, were not alarmed by the first steps of 
reconciliation and respect. But when be pressed 
the conclusion of the treaty, they strenuously 
declared that the Latins, though not in name^ 
were heretics in fact, and that they despised those 
strangers as the vilest and most despicable por- 
tion of the human race.' It was the task of 
the emperor to persuade, to corrupt, to intimi- 
date, the most popular ecclesiastics, to gain the 
vote of each individual, and alternately to urge 
the arguments of christian charity and the pub* 
lie welfare. The texts of the fathers and the 
arms of the Franks were balanced in the, theo- 
logical and political scale; and without approv- 
ing the addition to the Nicene creed, the most 
moderate were taught to confess, that the two 
hostile propositions of proceeding from the 
Father by the Son, and of proceeding from the 
Father amd the Son, might be reduced to a safe 

B Ftom their meriBUitile interconrtc with the Veoetiant an4 Oenocte, 
they branded the Latina a« MinXN aod fiataueu (Pachyner, 1. v, c. 10). 
'* Some are heretica in nane ; others, like the Latida, in fact,** said the 
learned Vcccns (I. v, c. IS), who soon afterwards became a convert 
(c. 15, 16) and a patriarch (c, S4). 
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CHAP, and catholic sense.*" The supremacy of the 

^^^^^ pope was a doctrine more easy to conceive, 

but more painful to acknowledge ; yet Michael 
represented to his monks and prelates that they 
might submit to name the Roman bishop, as the 
first of the patriarchs ; and that their distance 
and discretion would guard the liberties of the 
eastern church from the mischievous consequen- 
ces of the right of appeal. He protested that 
he would sacrifice his lifeand empire rather than 
yield the smallest point of orthodox faith or na- 
tional independence ; and this declaration was 
sealed and ratified by a golden bull. The pa- 
triarch Joseph withdrew to a monastery, to 
resign or resume his throne, according to the 
event of the treaty : the letters of union and 
obedience were subscribed by the emperor, his 
son Andronicus, and thirty-five archbishops and 
metropolitans, with their respective synods ; 
and the episcopal list was multiplied by many 
dioceses which were annihilated under the yoke 
of the infidels. An embassy was composed of 
some trusty ministers and prelates ; they em- 
barked for Italy, with rich ornaments and rare 
perfumes, for the altar of St Peter ; and their 
secret orders authorised and recommended a 
boundless compliance. They were received in 
the general council of Lyons, by pope Gregory 
the tenth, at the head of five hundred bishops.^ 

^ In thif class, we may place Pachymer himself, whose copious and 
candid narrative oconpies the fifth and sixth books of his history. Yet 
the Greek is silent on the council of Lyons, and seems to believe that 
the popes always reside in Rome and Italy (1. v, c. 17, 21). 

' See the acta of the council of Lyons in the year 1274. Fleury, 

Hilt. 
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He embraced with tears his loDg-lost and repen- chap. 
taut children ; accepted the oath of the ambas- 



stajdors, who abjured the schism in the name of 
the two emperors ; adorned the prelates with the 
ring and mitre; cfaaunted in Greek and Latin 
the Nicene creed, with the addition of Jiliaque ; 
and rejoiced in the union of the East and West, 
which had been resenred for his reign. To con- 
summate this pious work, the By zantinedeputies 
were speedily followed by the pope's nuncios ; 
and their instruction discloses the policy of the 
Vatican, which could not be satisfied with the 
^ain title of supremacy. After viewing the tem- 
per of the prince and people, they were enjoined 
to absolve the schismatic clei^y, who should, 
subscribe and swear their abjuration and obe- 
dience ; to establish in all the churches the use 
of the perfect creed ; to prepare the entrance 
of a cardinal legate, with the full powers and 
dignity of his office ; and to instruct the emperor 
in the advantages which he might derive from 
the temporal. protection of the Roman pontiff.^ 

But they found a country without a friend, a Hi«pcn«. 
nation in which the names of Rome and Union ^^^ 
were pronounced with abhorrence. The patri- ^'••J?» 
arch Joseph was indeed removed ; his place im 
was filled by Veens, an ecclesiastic of learning 
and moderation; and the emperor was still 
urged, by the same motives, to persevere in tlie 

Hist. Eccletiastiqve, torn. ZTiii, p. 181-209. Dupin, Bibliot. Ecdct. 
torn. %, p« 185. 

^ Thii eurioat inttractiOB, which has been drawn witJi more or Icm 
honesty by Wadiog and Leo Allatius from the archives of the Vati- 
can, u giTcn in an abstract or version by Flenry (torn, zviii, p. 9f S- 
868). 
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CHAP, same professions. But in his private langaagne, 
.^/....\.. Palaeologus affected to. deplore the pride, and 
to blame the innovations, of the Latins ; and 
while he debased his character by this doable 
hypocrisy, he justified and punished the oppo- 
sition of his subjects. By the joint suffrage of 
the new and the ancient Rome, a sentence of 
ejiCcommunication was pronounced a^inst the 
obstinate schismatics; the censures oi the 
church were executed by the sword of Michael ; 
on the failure of persuasion, he tried the argu- 
ments of prison and exile, of whipping and mu- 
tilation ; those touch-stones, says an historian, 
of cowards and the brave. The Greeks still 
reigned in iEtolia, Epirus, and Thessaly, with 
the appellation of despots ; they had yielded to 
the sovereign ofConstantinople, but they reject- 
ed the chains of the Roman pontiff, and sup- 
ported their refusal by successful arms. Under 
their protection, the fugitive monks and bishops 
assembled in hostile synods ; and retorted the 
name of heretic with the galling addition of 
apostate ; the prince of Trebizond was tempted 
to assume the forfeit title of emperor ; and even 
the Latins of Negropont, Thebes, Athens, and 
the Morea, forgot the merits of the convert, to 
join, with open or clandestine aid, the enemies 
of Palaeologus. His favourite generals, of his 
own blood and family, sticcessively deserted, 
or l^etrayed, the sacrilegious trust. His sister 
Eulogia, a niece, and two female cousins, con- 
spired against him ; another niece, Mary queen 
of Bulgaria, negociated his ruin with the sultan 
of ^gypt ; and in the public eye, Iheir treason 
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was consecrated as the most sublime virtue.* cmav. 
To the pope's nuncios, who urged the consum- ^*^ 
mation of the work, Palaeologus exposed a na- 
ked recital of all that he had done and suffered 
for their sake. They were assured that the 
guilty sectaries, of both sexes and every rank, 
had been deprived of their honours, their for- 
tunes, and their liberty; a spreading list of 
confiscation and punishment, which involved 
many persons, the dearest to the emperor, or 
tlie best deserving of his favour. TTiey were 
conducted to the prison to behojd four princes 
of the royal blood chained in the four comers, 
and shaking their fetters in an agony of grief 
and rage. Two of these captiveis were after- 
wards released ; the one by submission, ,the 
other by death : but the obstinacy of their two 
companions was chastised by the loss of their 
eyes ; and the Greeks, the least adverse to the 
union, deplore that cruel and inauspicious trap 
gedy."* Persecutors must expect the hatred of 
those whom they oppress ; but they commonly 
find some consolation in the testimony of their 
conscience, the applause of their party, and 
perhaps, the success of their undertaking. But 
the hypocrisy of Michael, which was prompted 
only by political motives, must have forced him 
to hate himself, to despise his followers, and to 

^ TkU frank wd aatheotic confetaion of Micbael'a diitreM if eshi* 
bited in barbaronv Latin by Ogerins, wbo signs himself Protonotarioa 
Interpretnm, and transcribed by Wading from the mil of the Vatican 
(A. D. 1278y No. 3). His aunals of the Franciscan order, the Frattct 
Minores, in sevMiteen volumes in folio (Rome, 1741), I ba?« now ac- 
cidentally seen among the waste paper of a bookseller. 

" See the sixth book of Pachymer, particularly the chapters 1» 11 
16, 18, 24-27. He is the more credible, at b« ipeaki of this ] 
tion with leas anger than sorrow. 
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CHAP, esteem and envy the rebel champions by whom 
^^,he was detested and despised. While his vio- 
lence was abhorred at Constantinople, at Rome 
his slowness was arraigned, and his sincerity 
snspected ; till at length pope Martin the fourth 
excluded the Greek emperor from the pale of a 
church, into which he was striving to reduce a 
Thennioii schismatic people. No sooner had the tyrant 
A.Dasa^'. expired, than the union was dissolved, and ab- 
jured by unanimous consent; the churches 
were purified ; the penitents were reconciled.; 
and his son Andronicus, after weeping the sins 
and errors of his youth, most piously denied his 
father the burial of a prince and a christian/ 
chariei H- In the distress of the. Latins, the waUs and 
•ubdaw" towers of Constaptinople had fallen to decay: 
Jjy^«».| they were restored and fortified by the policy of 
▲.D.i366| Michael, whodeposited a plenteous store of com. 
and salt provisions, to sustain the si^e which he 



might hourly expect from the resentment of the 
Western powers. Of these, the sovereign of the 
two Sicilies was the most formidable neighbour ; 
but as long as they were possessed by Mainfroy, 
the bastard of Frederic the second, his monar- 
chy was the bulwark rather than the annoy- 
ance of the Eastern empire. The usurper, 
though a brave and active prince, was suffi- 
ciently employed in the defence of his throne; 
his proscription by successive popes had sepa- 
rated Mainfroy from the common cause of the 
Latins ; and the forces that might have besieg- 

* Pachymer, 1. tu, c. l-ll, 17. The speech of Andronieiu the ddcr 
(Wl. xii, c. 8) b a cnrioiii record, which proves, that if the Orc^t 
wcM Oe tlairei of the emperor, the emperor wu not taw the tiftvc of 
•vperitition and the clerfy. 
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ed Constantinople, were detained in a crusade chap 
against the domestic enemy of Rome. The^J^J^}^.^ 
prize of. her avenger, the crown of the two Si- 
cilies, was won and worn by the brother of St, 
Louis, by Charles, count of Anjou and Pro- 
vence, who led the chivalry of France on this 
holy expedition.'' The disaffection of his chris- 
tiaYi subjects compelled Mainfroy to enlist a 
colony of Saracens whom his father had plants 
ed in Apuh^a : and this odious succour will ex- 
plain the defiance of the catholic hero, who re- 
jected all terms of accommodation. '^ Bear 
^' this message,'' said Charles, *' to the sultan 
** of Nocera, that God and the sword are um- 
'^ pire between us ; and that he shall either 
*' send me to paradise, or I will send him to 
*^ the pit of hell." The armies met, and though 
I am ignorant of Mainfroy's doom in the other 
world, in this he lost his friends, his kingdom, 
and his life, in the bloody battle of Benevento. 
Naples and Sicily were immediately peopled 
with a warlike race, of French nobles ; and 
their aspiring leader embraced the future con- 
quest of Africa, Greece, and Palestine. The 
most specious reasons might point his first arms 
against the Byzantine empire ; and Palaeologus, 
diffident of his own strength « repeatedly ap« 
pealed from the ambition of Charles to the hu- 

* The best acconnts, tbe Dearest the time, the most fall and enter* 
taiiiBf , of the eonqaett of Naples by Charles of Anjoo, may be fouBd 
io the Florentine Chronicles of Ricordano Malcspina (c. 176-108), and 
Giovanni Yillani (l.^vii, c. 1-10, 25-30), which are published by Miira- 
tori in the eighth and thirteenth volumes of the historians of Italy, 
In his' Annals (torn, xi, p. 66-72) he has abridged these great eveni|» 
which are likewise described in the Istoria Civile of Giaonone, torn, i^ 
!• xix, torn, iii, 1. xx. 
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CHAP, inanity of St. Louis, who still preserved a just 
^^Jj^^^ascepdant over the mind of his ferocious bro- 
ther. For a while the attention of that brother 
was confined at home, by the invasion of Con- 
radin, the last heir of the imperial house of 
Swabia : but the hapless boy sunk in the un- 
equal conflict ; and his execution on a public 
scaffold taught the rivals of Charles to tremble 
for their heads as well as their dominions. A 
second respite was obtained by the last crusade 
of St. Louis to the African coast; and the 
double motive of interest and duty urged the 
king of Naples to assist, with his powers and 
his presence, the holy enterprise. The death 
of St. Louis released him from the importunity 
of a virtuous censor; the kihg of Tunis con- 
fessed himself the tributary and vassal of the 
UMof^ crown of Sicily ; and the boldest of the French 
•^1^ knights were free to enlist under his banner 
Ac* ^ against the Greek cfmpire. A treaty and a 
marriage united his interest with the house of 
Courtenay; his daughter Beatrice was pro- 
mised to Philip, sou and heir of the emperor 
Baldwin ; a pension of six hundred ounces 
of gold was allowed for his maintenance ; and 
his generous father distributed among his al- 
lies the kingdoms and provinces of the East, 
reserving only Constantinople,, and one day's 
journey round the city, for the imperial do- 
main.^ In this perilous moment, Falaeologus 
was the most eager to subscribe the creed and 

» Dvcange Hist, dc C. P. 1. v, c. 49-5«, I. vi, c. 1-lS. Sec Piehy- 
mtr, 1. w, c. 30, 1. ▼, c. 7-10, S5, 1. W, c. SO, 19, ft, and Kiecfham 
€te«goni, L !▼, 5, 1. T. 1, 0, 
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implore the protection of the Roman pojitiff, chap. 
who assumed, with propriety and weight, the ^^i* 
character of an angel of peace, the common' 
father of the christians. By his voice, the sword 
of Charles was chained in the scahbard; and 
the Greek ambassadors beheld him, in the pope's 
antichamber, biting his iyory sceptre in a trans- 
port of fury, and deeply resenting the refusal 
to enfranchise and consecrate his arms« He 
appears to have respected the disinterested 
mediation of Gregory the tenth; but Charles 
was insensibly disgusted by the pride and par*- 
tiality of Nicholas the third ; and his attachment 
to his kindred the Urfini family, alienated the 
most strenuous champion from the service of 
the church. The hostile league against the 
Greeks, of Philip the Latin emperor, the king 
of the two Sicilies, and the republic of Venice, 
was ripened into execution ; and the election of 
Martin the fourth, a French pope, gave a sanc- 
tion to the cause. Of the allies, Philip supplied 
his name ; Martin, a bull of excommunication ; 
the Venetians, a squadron of forty gallies ; and 
the formidable powers of Charles consisted of 
forty counts, ten thousand men at arms, a nu-, 
merous body of infantry, and a fleet of more 
than* three hundred ships and transports. A 
distant day was appointed for assembling this 
mighty force in the harbour of Brindisi ; and a 
previous^ attempt was risked with a detachment 
of three hundred knights, who invaded Albania, 
and besieged the fortress of Belgrade. Their 
defeat might amuse with a triumph the vanity 
of Constantinople ; but the more sagacious Mi- 
chael, despairing of his arms, depended on the 
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CHAF. eflecto of a conspiracy ; on the secret workings 
ixiL ^f ^ j^i^ ^hQ gnawed the bow-string** of the Si- 
" cilian tyrant 

Pai«oio; Among the proscribed adherents of the house 
£Ite"the of Swabia, John of Procida forfeited a small 
skiiy/'^ island of that name in the bay of Naples. His 
A.D. J280. birth was noble, bnt his education was learned; 
and in the poverty of exile, he was relieved by 
the practice of physic, which he had studied tn 
the school of Salerno. Fortune had left him 
nothing to lose, except life ; and to despise life 
is the first qualification of a rebel. Procida 
was endowed with the art of negociation, to 
enforce his reasons, and disguise bis motives ; 
' and in his various transactions with nations and 
men, he could persuade each party that he 
laboured solely for their interest. The new 
kingdoms of Charles were afflicted by every 
species of fiscal and military oppression;' and 
the lives and fortunes* of his Italian subjects 
were sacrificed to the greatness of their master 
and the licentiousness of his followers. The 
hatred of Naples was repressed by his presence ; 
but the looser government of his vicegerents 
excited the contempt; as well as the aversion, of 
the Sicilians ; the island was roused to a sense 
of freedom by the eloquence of Procida; and 
he displayed to every baron his private interest 

4 Thft Reader of Herodotus will recollect how miracalouily the Ai- 
lyrian host of Sennacherib was disarmed and destroyed (I. ii, c. 141). 

' According to Sabat^Ialaspina (Hist. SicuU, I. iii, c. Itt, in Manu 
toffi, torn. tUi, p. «$£), a zealous Guelpb, the aobjecU of Charles, who 
had reviled Mainfroy as a woif, began to regret him as a lanb ; and he 
justifies their diicoiitent by the oppressiom of the French goTenuMot 
1. Tiy c St T). See (he Sieiliaa manifesto in Nicholas Spectaiia, (i. i, 
. 11» in Muratori, tom. x> p. 930). 
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ia the common cause. In the confidence of for chap. 
reign aid, be successively visited the courts of '^^'• 
the Greek emperor, and of Peter king of Arra- 
gon,' who possessed the maritime countries of 
Valentia and Catalonia. To the ambitious Pe- 
ter a crown was presented, which he might 
justly claim by his marriage with the sister of 
Mainfroy, and by the dying voice of Conradin, 
who from the scaffold had cast a ring to his 
heir and avenger. Palaeologus was easily per- 
suaded to divert his enemy from a foreign war 
by a rebellion at home ; and a Greek subsidy 
of twenty five thousand ounces of gold was 
most profitably applied to arm a Catalan fleets 
which sailed under an holy banner to the spe- 
cious attack of the Saracens of Africa. In the 
disguise of a monk or beggar, the indefatigable 
missionary of revolt flew from Constantinople 
to Ronie, and from Sicily to Saragossa; the 
treaty was sealed with the signet of pope 
Nicholas himself, the enemy of Charles; and 
his deed of gift transferred the fiefs of St Pe- 
ter from the house of Anjou to that of Arra* 
goD. So widely diffused, and so freely circu-* 
lated, the secret was preserved above two 
years with impenetrable discretion ; and each 
of the conspirators imbibed the maxim of 
Peter, who declared that he would cut off his 
left hand if it were conscious of the inten- 
tions of his right. The mine was prepared 

* See the character and councils of Peter king of Arragon, in Ma* 
riana (Hist. Hispan. 1. xif, c. 6, torn, ii, p. lU). llie reader forgivca 
the Jesuit's defects, in favour,* always of his style, and often of his 
sense * 
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CHAP, with deep and dangerous artifice ; but it nay 
^^^"*^ be questioned y whether the instant explosion 
of Palermo were the effect • of accident or 
design, 
rhe Ski- On the vigil of Easter, a procession of the 
pen, disarmed citizens visited a church without the 
▲.D.1S82, ^g^ijg . j^^j ^ noble damsel was rudely insulted 
by a French soldier.^ The ravisher was in- 
stantly punished with death ; and if the people 
at first was scattered by a military force, their 
numbers and fury prevailed: the conspirators 
seized the opportunity ; the flame spread over 
the island ; and eight thousand French were 
exterminated in a promiscuous massacre, which 
has obtained the name of the Sicilian vespersJ" 
From every city the bankers of freedom and 
the church were displayed ; the revolt was in- 
spired by the presence or the soul of Procida; 
and Peter of Arragon, "who sailed from the 
African coast to Palermo, was saluted as the 
king and saviour of the isle. By the rebellion 
of a people on whom he had so long trampled 
with impunity, Charles was astonished and 
confounded ; and in thjB first agony of grief and 
devotion, he was heard to exclaim, " O God ! 
" if thou hast decreed to humble me, grant me 
" at least a gentle and gradual descent from 

* After enumentinir the tuffeiiDgB of hit country, Nicholai Specialis 
addr, in the trae ipirit of Italian jealousy, Quae omnia et graviora qni- 
dem, nt arbitror, patienti anino Siciili tolerassent, nbl (quod priniita 
cnnctit dominaBtlbui cavendum est) alienas foeminas invassiaseut 0- i, 
c. %, p. 924). 

* The French were long taught to remember this bloody Icuon: 
** If I am provoked (eaid Henry the fburth), I will breakfast at Milao, 
** and dine at Naples.** " Your majesty (replied the Spanish ambaa- 
•• sador) aaay perhaps arriFe in Sicily for vespers." 
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** the pinnacle ot greatness!*' His fleet and chap. 
army, which already filled Ae sea^ports of Italy, ^Hl,, 
were hastily recalled from the service of the 
Grecian war ; and the situation of Messina ex- 
posed that town to the first storm of his revenge. 
Feeble in themselves, and yet hopeless of foreign 
succour, the citizens would have repented, and 
submitted on the. assurance of full pardon and 
their ancient privileges. But the pride of the 
monarch was already rekindled ; and the most 
fervent entreaties^ of the legate could extort no 
more than a promise that he would forgive the 
remainder, after a chosen list of eight hundred 
rebels had been yielded to his discretion. The 
'I.espair of the Messinese renewed their courage ; 
Peter of Arragon approached to their relief;* 
and his rival was driven back, by the failure of 
provision and the terrors of the equinox, to the 
Calabrian shore. At the same moment, the 
Catalan admiral, the famous Roger de Loria, 
swept the channel with an invincible squadron ; 
the French fleet, more numerous in transports Defeat of 
than in gallies, was either burnt or destroyed ; 6cu 2.*' 
and the same blow assured the independence 
of Sicily and the safety of the Greek empire. 
A few days before his death, the emperor Mi- 
chael rejoiced in the fall of an enemy whom he 

« Tliit revolt, with the inhseqnent yictoiy, are related by two na- 
tional writeri, Bartfaoleiny A Neocattro in (Mnratori, torn, xiii) and 
Nicholas Specialts (in Mnratori, torn, x), the one a contemporary, the 
other of the next centnry. The patriot Specialis disclaims the name 
of rebellion, aad aU previous correspondence with Peter of Arra|^on 
(niillo communicato consilio), who happtntd to be with a fleet and army 
•u the African coast (1. i, c. 4, 9). ' • 

VOL. XI. Z 
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CHAP, hated and esteemed ; and perhaps he might be 
^^, content with the popular judgment, that had 
they not been matched with each other, Con- 
stantinople and Italy must speedily have obey 
ed the same master.^ From this disastroas mo- 
ment, the life of Charles was a series of misfor- 
tunes; his capital was insulted, his son was 
made prisoner, and he sunk into the grave with- 
out recovering the isle of Sicily, which, after a 
war of twenty years, was finally severed from 
the throne of Naples, and transferred, as an in- 
dependent kingdom, to a younger branch of 
the house of Arragon.' 

I shall not, I trust, be accused of supersti- 
▼>««Y'l tion; but I must remark, that, even in this 
Cataitns world, the natural order of events will some^ 
Orwkcm. times afford the strong appearances of moral 
a!d.*imnu retribution. The first Palaeologus had sared 
is^* his empire by involving the kingdoms of the 
West in rebellion and blood; and from these 
seeds of discord up rose a generation of iron 
men, who assaulted and endangered the empire 
of his son. In modern times, our debts and 
taxes are the secret poison, which still cor- 
rodes the bosom of peace ; but in the weak and 
disorderly government of the middle ages, it 
was agitated by the present evil of the disband- 
ed armies. Too idle to work, too proud to 

' Nicephorns Gregoras (I. v, c. 6) admires the wUdom of Providence 
in thit equal balance of states and princes. For tbc faoDonr of Paleo« 
logns, 1 liad rather this balance had been observed by as Italian 
writer, 

* See the chronicle of Villani, the eleventh volume of the AsBaU 
d'ltalia of Mnratori, and the twentieth and twenty-first books of the 
Istoria Civile of Giannone 
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btgy the mercenaries were acGustomed to a life ^bav. 
of rapine; tbey could rob with more dignity lx<<« 

and effect under a banner and a chief; and the ' 

sovereign^ to whom their service was useless 
and their presence importunate^ endeavoured 
to discharge the torrent on s'ome neighbouring 
countries. After the peace of Sicily, many 
thovisaads of Glenoesey Catalans^^ &c. who had 
fought, by sea and land, ufnder the standard of 
An jou or Arragcm^ were blended into one nation 
hrthe resemblanceofthehr manners and interest. 
They heard that the Greek provinces of Asia 
were invaded by the Turks : they resolved to 
share the harvest of pay and plunder ; and Fre- 
deric king of Sicily most liberally contributed 
the means of their departure* In a warfare of 
twenty years, a ship, or a camp, was become 
their country ; arms were their sole profession 
and property ; valour was the only virtue which 
they knew; their women had imbibed the fear- 
less temper of their lovers and husbands: it 
was reported, that, with a stroke of their broad- 
sword, the Catalans would cleave a horseman 
and an horse; and the report itself was a pow«> 
erful weapon. Roger de Flor^ was the most 
popular of their chiefs ; and his personal merit 
overshadowed the dignity of his prouder rivals 
of Arragon. The offspring of a marriage be- 

* In this motley multitude, the Catalani and Spaniards, the braTest 
of the soldiery, were styled, by themselves and the Greeks, Amograoaru* 
Moncada derives their origin from the Goths, and Pacbymer (I. xi, c. 
12) from the Arabs ; and in spite of national and religions pride, I am 
afhdd the latter is in the right. 
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CHAP, tween a German gentleman of the court of Fre- 
^^i^..,deric the second and a damsel of Brindisi, Ro- 
ger was successively a templar, an apostate, a 
pirate, and at length the richest and most pow- 
erful admiral of the Mediterranean. He sailed 
from Messina to Constantinople, with eighteen 
gallies, four great ships, and eight thousand 
adventurers ; and his previous treaty was faiith- 
fully accomplished by Andronicus the elder, 
who accepted with joy and ^terror this formi- 
dable succour. A palace was allotted for his 
reception, and a niece of the emperor was given 
in* marriage to the valiant stranger, who was 
immediately created great duke or admiral of 
Romania. After a decent repose, he transport- 
ed his troops over the Propontis, and boldly 
led them against the Turks: in two bloody 
battles thirty thousand of the Moslems were 
slain : he raised the siege of Philadelphia, and 
deserved the name of the deliverer of Asia. But 
after a short season of prosperity, the cloud ot 
slavery and ruin again burst on that unhappy 
province. The inhabitants escaped (says a 
Greek historian) from the smoke into the 
flame!^ and the hostility of the Turks was less 
pernicious than the friendship of the Catalans. 
The lives and fortunes which they had res- 
cued, they considered as their own ; the willing 
or reluctant maid was 'saved from the race of 
circumcision for the embraces of a christian, 
soldier: the exaction of fines and supplies was 
enforced by licentious rapine and arbitrary exe- 
cutions; and, on the resistance of Magnesia, the 
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great duke besieged a city of the Roman em- chap. 
pire.* These disorders he excused by the wrongs , 
and passions of a victorious army ; tior would 
his own authority or person have been safe, 
had he dared to punish his faithful folio wers» 
who were defrauded of the just and covenanted 
price of their services. The threats and com- 
plaints of Andronicus disclosed the nakedness 
of the empire. His golden bull had invited no 
more than five hundred horse and a thousand 
foot soldiers ; yet the crowds of volunteers, who 
migrated to the East, had been enlisted and 
fed by his spontaneous bounty. While his 
bravest allies were content with three byzants, 
or pieces of gold, for their monthly p^y, an 
ounce, or even two ounces, of gold were assign- 
ed to the Catalans, whose annual pension 
would thus amount to near an hundred pounds 
sterling: one of their chiefs had modestly rat- 
ed at three hundred thousand crowns the value 
of his future merits ; and above a million bad 
been issued from the treasury for the mainte- 
nance of these costly mercenaries. A cruel 
tax had been imposed on the corn of the hus- 
bandman : one third was retrenched from the 
salaries of the public officers ; and the standard 
of the coin was so shamefully debased, that of 
the four-and-twenty parts only five were of pure 
gold.* At the summons of the emperor, Bo- 

^ Some idea nay be fonned of the popnlation of these cities, from 
the 86,000 inhabitants of Tialles, which, in the preceding reign, was 
rebuilt by the emperor, and ruined by the Turks. (Pachymer I. vi, c. 
c. 90, 31). 

*■ I haTe collected these pecuniary circnmstances from Pachyroer 

I (» ^^ 
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CHAP, g^^ evacuated a proyince which no longer snp« 
LXIL plied the materials of rapine : but he refused 
to disperse his troops ; and while his style was 
respertfuly his conduct was independent and 
hostile. He protested, that if the emperor 
should march against him, he would advance 
forty paces to kiss the ground before him, but 
in rising from this prostrate attitude Roger had 
a life and sword at the service of his friends. 
The great duke of Romania condescended to 
accept the title and ornaments of Caesar ; but 
he rejected the new proposal of the government 
. of Asia with a subsidy of corn and money, on 
condition that he should reduce his troops to the 
harmless number of three thousand men. As- 
sassination is the last resource of cowards. The 
Caesar was tempted to visit the royal residence 
of Adrianople; in the apartment, and before 
the eyes of. the empress, he was stabbed by the 
Alani guards; and though the deed was imr 
puted to their private revenge, his countrymen, 
who dwelt at Constantinople in the security of 
peace, were involved in the same proscription 
by the prince or people. The loss of their lea- 
der intimidated the crowd of adventurers, who 
hoisted the sails of flight, and were soon scat* 

(1. xi, c. 81, 1. xii, c. 4, 9, •, 14, 19), wbo detenbes tbe progreuive 
degradation of the gold coin. Even in the prosperous times of John 
Dncas Vataces, the byianto were composed in e<|aai proportions of tbe 
pore and the baser metal. Tbe poverty of Michad Palaeologns com- 
pelled him to strike a new coin, with nine parU, or caraU, of gold, 
and fifteen of copper alloy. After his deaths the standard rose to ten 
caratt, till, in the public distress, it was reduced to the moiety. Tbe 
prince was relieved for a moment, while credit and commerce were 
for ever blasted. In France, tbe gold coin is of twenty-two carats 
(one twelfth alloy), and the ttaiidard of EoglaiNt ttid HoUand U atiil 
higher. 
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tered round the coast of the Mediterranean, chap. 
But a. veteran band of fifteen hundred Catalans ^P'- 
or French stood firm in the strong fortress of ^'^ 
Gallipoli on the Hellespont, displayed the ban- 
ners of Arragon, and offered to revenge and jus- 
tify their chief by an equal combat of ten or an 
hundred warriors. Instead of accepting this 
bold defiance, the emperor Michael, the son 
and colleague of Andronicus, resolved to op- 
press them with the weight of multitudes : every 
nerve was strained to form an army of thirteen 
thousand horse and thirty thousand foot ; and 
the Propontis was covered with the ships of 
the Greeks and Genoese. In two battles by 
sea and land, these mighty forces were encount- 
ered and overthrown by the despair and disci- 
pline of the Catalans ; the young emperor fled 
to the palace; and an insufficient guard of light- 
horse was left for the protection of the open 
country. Victory renewed the hopes and num- 
bers of the adventurers: every nation was 
blended under the name and standard of the 
great company; and three thousand Turkish 
proselytes deserted from the imperial service to 
join this military association. In the possession 
of Gallipoli, the Catalans intercepted the trade 
of Constantinople and the Black sea, while they 
spread their devastations on either side of the 
Hellespont over the confines of Europe and Asia. 
To prevent their approach, the greatest part of 
the Byzantine territory was laid waste by the 
Greeks themselves : the peasants and their cat- 
tle retired into the city ; and myriads of sheep 
and oxen, for which neither place nor food 
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CHAP, could be procured, were unprofitably slaugh- 
*!l!L"^* tered on the same day. Four times the emperc^r 
AndroDicus sued for peace, and four times he 
was inflexibly repulsed, till the want of provi- 
sions, and the discord of the chiefs, compelled 
the Catalans to evacuate the banks of the 
Hellespont and the neighbourhood of the ca- 
pital. Aftev their separation from the Turks, 
the remains of the great company pursued their 
march through Macedonia and Tbessaly, to 
■ seek a new establishment in the heart of 
Greece.* 
tfoM of After some ages of oblivion, Greece was a- 
Atbens, wakened to new misfortunes by the arms of 

A.D. 1204* •■• • 

1456. the Latins. In the two hundred and fifty years 
between the first and the last conquest of Con- 
stantinople, that venerable land was disputed 
by a multitude of petty tyrants ; without the 
comforts of freedom and genius, her ancient 
cities were again plunged in foreign and intes 
tine war; and if servitude be preferable to 
anarchy, they might repose with joy under the 
Turkish yoke. I shall not pursue the obscure 
and various dynasties, that rose and fell on the 

' The CfttaUn war is mott copiontly related by Pachyaer, in the 
eleTentb, twelfth, and thirteenth books, till he breaks off in the year 
ISOd. Nicepfaorus Gregoras (1. Tit, 8-6) is more concise and complete. 
Dncange, who adopts these adventorers as French, has hunted their 
footsteps with his asaal diligence (Hist, de C. P. 1. vi, c. 23-46X 
. He quotes an Arragonese history, which I have read with pleasure, 
and which the Spaniards extol as a model of stjle and compositioa 
(Expedicion de los Catalanes y Amgoneses contra Tnrcos y Griegos; 
Barcelona, 16SS, in qnarto ; Madrid, 1777, in octavo). Don Francisca 
de Moncada, Conde de Osona, may imitate Caesar or Sallost ; he may 
trantcribe the Greek or Italian contemporaries ; but he- never quotes 
his authorities, and I cannot discern any national records of the ex- 
ploits of his couuuymen. 
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continent or in the isles: but our silence on the chap. 

fete of Athens,* would argue a strange ingrati- ,. I.. 

tude to the first and purest school of liberal 
science and amusement. In the partition of the 
empire, the principality of Athens zjxiA Thebes 
was assigned to Otho de la Roche, a noble war- 
rior of Burgundy/ with the title of great duke,* 
which the Latips understood in their own 
sense, and the Greeks more foolishly derived 
from the age of Constantine.^ Otho followed 
the standard of the marquis of Montferrat; the 
ample state which he acquired by a miracle ot 
conduct or fortune,' was peaceably inherited by 
his son and two grandsons, till the family, though 
not the nation, was changed, by the marriage of 
an heiress into the elder branch of the house of 
Brienne. The son of that marriage, Walter de 
Brienne, succeeded to the duchy of Atiiens; 

* See tbe Itborions hiitory of Daeaofe, whoie aeeante table of the 
French dyuaitiei recapitulates the thirty-five panaget ia which be 
meDtioBi the dokei of Athens. 

' He is twice mentioned by Yillehardonin with hononr (No. 161, 2M); 
and nnder the first passage, Dacaoge observes all that can be known 
of his penon and iamily. 

* From these Latin princes of the fonrteenth ceutory, Boccaec^ 
Chancer, and Shakespeare, ha\c borrowed their Theseos duke of Athens. 
An ignorant age transfers its own language and manners to the most 
distant times. 

^ The same Constantine gave to Sicily a king, to Rnssia the magniis 
imf^w of the empire, to Thebes the prtmtccritis ; and these absnrd fa- 
bles are properly lashed by Dncange (ad Nicephor. Greg. L vii, c. 6). 
By the Latins, the lord of Thebes was styled by comptioo, the Megas 
Kurios, or Grand Sire X 

* QvLodam mtroenJo, says Alberic; He was probably received bgr 
Michael Choniates, the archbishop who had defended Athens against 
the ^rant Leo Sgurus (Nicetas in Bal'dwino). Michael was the bro- 
ther of the historian Nicetas ; and his encomiom of Athens is still 
extant in Mi. in the Bodleian library (Fabric. Bibliot. Gr»c. torn, v^ 
p. 409).- 
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CHAP. Ancl> ^1^ t^ ^^^ ^f some Catalan mercenaries, 
^^^^ whom he inyested with fiefs, reduced above 
thirty castles pf the vassal or neighboiiriBg 
lords But when he was itiformed of the a|>- 
proach and ambitioti of tlie great coitipany, he 
collected a force of seven hnndfed knights, six 
thousand four hundred horse, and eight thou- 
sand foot, and boldly met them on the banks 
of the river Cephisus in Bceotia. The Catalans 
amounted to no more than three thousand five 
hundred horse, and four thousand foot; but 
the deficiency of numbers was compensated by 
stratagem and order. They formed round 
their camp an artificial inundation ; the duke 
and his knights advanced without fear or pre- 
caution on the verddnt meadow ; ih^r horses 
plunged into the bog; and he was cut in pieces, 
with the greatest patt of the Fjtench cavalry. 
His family and nation were expelled ; and his 
son Walter de Brienne, the titular duke of 
Athens, the tyrant of Florence, and the constable 
of France, lost his life in the field of Poitiers. 
Attica and fioeotia were the rewards of the vic- 
torious Catalans ; they married the widows 
and daughters of the slain : imd during fourteen 
years, the great company was the terror of the 
Grecian states. Their factions drove them to 
acknowledge the sovereignty of the house of 
Arragon; and during the remainder of the 
fourteenth century, Athens, as a government 
or an appanage, was successively bestowed by 
the kings of Sicily. After the French and Ca- 
talans, the third dynasty was that of the Ac- 
caioli, a family, plebeian at Florence, potent at 
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Naples, and sovereign in Greece. Athens, chap. 
i¥hich they embellished with new buildings, .h^Lll',. 
became the capital of a state, that extended over 
Thebes, Argos, Corinth, Delphi, and a part of 
Thessaly ; and their reign was finally determin- 
ed by Mahomet the second, who strangled the 
last duke, and educated his sons in the disci- 
pline and religion of the seraglio. 

Athens,^ though no more than the shadow of Pruent 
her former self, still contains about eight or ten Atw 
thousand inhabitants; of these, three fourths are 
Greeks in religion and language; and theTurks, 
who compose the remaind^, have relaxed, in 
their intercourse with the citizens, somewhat of 
the pride and gravity of their national character. 
The olive-tree, the gift of Minerva, flourishes in 
Attica; nor has the honey of mountHymettus 
lost any part of its exquisite flavour :' but the 
languid trade is monopolized by strangers; and 
the agriculture of a barren land is abandoned to 
the vagrant Wallachians.. The Athenians are 
still distinguished by the subtlety and acnte^ 
ness of their understandings: but these quali- 
tiesi unless ennobled by freedom, and enlight- 
ened by study, will degenerate into a low and 

* The modern accoant of Athens, and the Athepiani^ ii extracted 
frmlpoo (Voyage en Oreece,^om. U, p. 70199) and Wheeler (Trateltf 
Into Oreeee, p. 8S7-414), Stnart (Anttqnities of Athens, passim), and 
Chandler (Travels into Oreeee, p. SS-172). The first nf these travel- 
lers visited Greece in the year 1070, the last 1765 ; and ninety years 
had not produced much difference in Hie tranquil scene. 

I The ancients, or at least the Athenians, believed that all tlie bees in 
fkt world had been propagated from mount Hymettns. They taught 
that health might be preserved, and Kfe prolonged, by the external 
use of oil, and the internal use of honey (Gtt»ponica, 1. u, c« 7,.pb 
IffffiKlOM^editNiclas). 
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uciT* ■«^fi8^c"n»»»ng; and it is a proverbial saying 

.',-Of the country, " From the Jews of Thessalo- 

" nica, the Turks of Negropont, and the Greeks 
" of Athens, good Lord deliver us !" This art- 
ful people has eluded the tyranny of the Turk- 
ish bashaws by an expedient which alleviates 
, their servitude and aggravates their shame. 
About the middle of the last century, the Athe- 
nians chose for their protector the kislar aga, 
or chief black eunuch of the seraglio. This 
• Ethiopian -slave, who possesses the sultan's 
ear, condescends to accept the tribute of thirty 
thousand crowns ; his lieutenant, the waywode, 
whom he annually confirms, may reserve for 
his own about five or six thousand more; and 
such is the policy of the citizens, that they 
seldom fail to remove and punish an oppres- 
sive governor. Their private diflferences are 
decided by the archbishop, one of the richest 
prelates of the Greek church, since he posses- 
ses a revenue of one thousand pounds sterling- 
and by a tribunal of the eight germti or elders' 
chosen m the eight quarters of the city : the 
noble families cannot trace their pedigree above 
three hundred years ; but their principal mem- 
bers are distinguished by a grave demeanour, 
a fur cap, and the lofty appellation of archon. 
By some, who delight in the contrast, the mo- 
dern language of Athens is represented as the 
most corrupt and barbarous of the seventy dia- 
lects of the vulgar Greek:- this picture is too 

-DocMge CloMy. G«c. P,.fat. p. 8, who qaote. for bu «rii»r 
ftTowrmWeopuiio. of ow Attic dtakcT ^^^ 
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darkly coloured ; but it would not be easy, m char 
the country of Plato and Demosthenes, to find _^f//j^^ 
a reader or a copy of their works. The Athe- 
nians walk with supine indifference among the 
glorious ruins of antiquity; and such is the 
debasement of their character, that they are in- 
capable of. admiring the genius of their prede- 
cessors.' 

" Yet we mnit not accnie them of coimptiDg the name of Atben* 
which they itUl call Athini. From the tK «w AAim, we have fotmei 
•ar own barbarum of Set JMf. 
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CBAP. LXHL 

Civil warSf and rum of the Greek empire — 
Reigns of Andronicus the elder and younger^ 
and John Pal^eologus'-^ Regency, revolt y reign^ 
and abdicaiian^ of John Cantacuzene — Estah- 
lishmeni of a Genoese colony at Pera or Galata 
^Their wars tvith the empire and city of Con-- 
stantinople. 

CHAP. The long reign of Andronicus' the elder is 

J!,, chiefly memorable by the disputes of the Greek 

finpentiti. church, the invasion of the Catalans, and the 
'dronicos' Hsc of the Ottomau power. He is celebrated 
?imc»?* as Uie most learned and virtuous prince of the 
liSi.^^^^ age: but such virtue, and such learning, contri- 
buted neither to the perfection of the individual, 
nor to the happiness of society. A slave of the 
most abject superstition, he was surrounded on 
all sides by visible and invisible enemies ; nor 
wer^ the flames of hell less dreadful to his fancy 
than those of a Catalan or Turkish war. Under 
the reign of the Palaeologi, the choice of the 
patriarch was the most importantbusiness of the 
state; the heads of the Greek church were am- 
bitious and fanatic monks ; and their vices or 
virtues, their learning or ignorance, were equally 

* A ndroniciu himielf will joitify our freedom in the ui?ectiTe (Nice- 
pliortis GreKoras, I. 1, c. 1) which be pronomiced against historic 
falsehood. It Is true, that his censare is more pointedly nrgcd afaiBit 
calumny than against adulation. 
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mischieTons or contanptible. By his intern* chap. 

perate discipline, the patriarch Athanasins^ ex-.^ 

cited the hatred of the clergy and people; he 
was heard to declare, that the sinner should 
swajlow the last dregs of the cup of penance ; 
and the foolish tale was propagateid of his pu- 
nishing a sacrilegious ass that had tasted the 
lettuce of a convent garden. Driren from the 
throne by the universal clamour, Athanasiuer 
composed, before his retreat, two papers of a 
very opposite cast His public testament was in 
the tone of charity and resignation, the private 
codicil breathed the direst anathemas against 
the authors of his disgrace, whom he excluded 
for ever from the communion of the holy tri* 
nity, the angels, and the saints. This l)ast paper 
he enclosed in an earthen pot, which was placed, 
by his order, on the top of one of the pillars in 
the dome of St. Sophia, in the distant hope of 
discovery and revenge. At the end of four 
years, some youths, climbing by a ladder in 
search of pigeons nests, detected the fatal se- 
cret ; and j as Andronicus felt himself touched 
and bound by the excommunication, he trem- 
bled on the brink of the abyss which had been 
so treacherously dug under his feet A synod 
of bishops was instantly convened to debate 
this important question ; the rashness of these 
clandestine anathemas was generally condemn- 
ed ; but as the knot could be untied only by 

^ F«r the amthema in the pigeon^i nett, see Pachymer (L ix, c« 84^, 
who reUtei the general hutory of Athanasias (I. viii, c. 18-16, 20, 24, 
1. X, c. 27.29, 81.S6, 1. xi, c. 1.3, 5-6, I. xiii, c. 8, 10, 2S, MX •^i ^ 
ftUowed hy Nicephorai Gregoraa (I. vi, c. 6, 1. vu, c. 1, 0), who fai- 
clocet the second retreat of this second Chrysoitom« 
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CHAP, the same hand, as that hand was now deprived 
of the crosier, it appeared that this posthumous 
decree was irrevocable by any earthly power. 
Some faint testimonies of repentance and par- 
don were extorted from the author of the mis- 
chief; but the conscience* of the emperor was 
still wounded, and he desired, with no less ar- 
dour than Athanasius himself, the restoration 
of a patriarch, by whom alone he could be 
healed. At the dead of night, a monk rudely 
knocked at the door of the royal bed-chamber, 
announcing a revelation of plague and famine, 
of inundations and earthquakes. Andronicus 
started from his bed, and spent the night in 
prayer, till he felt, or thought that he felt, a 
slight motion of the earth. The emperor^ on 
foot, led the bishops and monks to the cell of 
Athanasius, and, after a proper resistance, the 
saint, from whom this message had been sent, 
consented to absolve the prince, and govern the 
church of Constantinople. Untamed by dis- 
grace, and hardened by solitude, the shepherd 
was again odious to the flock, and his enemies 
contrived a singular, and, as it proved, a suc- 
cessful mode of revenge. In the night they 
stole away the foot-stool, or foot^cloth, of his 
throne, which they secretly replaced with the 
decoration of a satirical picture. The emperor 
was painted with a bridle in his mouth, and 
Athanasius leading the tractable beast to the 
feet of Christ. The authors of the libel were 
detected and punished ; but as their lives had 
been spared, the christian priest in sullen indig- 
nation retired to his cell ; and the eyes of An- 
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dronictts, which had been opened for a moment, chap. 
were again closed by his successor. lxiii. 

If this transaction be one of the most curious '''"""' 
and important of a reign of fifty years, I can- 
not at least accuse the brevity of my materials, 
since I reduce into som^ few pages the enorm- 
ous folios of Pachymer,* Gatacuzene/ and Ni- 
cephorus Gregoras,"* who have composed the 
prolix and languid story of the times. The 
name and situation of the emperor John Gaiita- 
cuzene might inspire the most lively curiosity. 
His memorials of forty years extend from the 
revolt of the younger Andronicus to his own 
abdication of the empire; and it in observed, 
that, like Moses and Csesar he was the princi- 
pal actor in the scenes which be describes. 
But in this eloquent work we should vainly 
seek the sincerity of an hero or a penitent. Re- 
tired in a cloister from the vices and passions 
of the world, he presents not a confession, but 
an apology, of the life of an ambitious statesman. 
Instead of unfolding the true counsels and cha- 
racters of men, he displays the ^ smooth and 

* Pacbymer, in seven books, 877 folio ptges, describes the first 
twenty-iix years of Andronicus the elder ; and marks the dale of hb 
composition by the current news or lie of the day (a. d. 1306). Either 
death or disgust prevented him from resuming the pen. 

* A Aer iin interval of twelve years from the conclusion of Pachymer, 
Cantartiiceniis takes up the pen ; and his first book (e. 1-69, p« 0-160) 
relates the civil war, and the eight last years of theMder Andronicus. 
The' ingenious comparison with Moses and Csesai' is fancied by his 
French translator, the president Cousin. 

* Nicepliorus Gregoras more briefly indndes the entire life and reign 
of Andronicus the elder (I. vi, c 1, p. 00-291). This is the part of 
which CantaeuBcne complains as a false and malicious representation 
•f his conduct. 

VOL. XI. A a 
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CHAP, ip^ious surface of events, highly Tarnished with 
Lxiii. hig own praises and those of his friends. Their 
'"motives are always pure ; their ends always le- 
gitimate ; they conspire and rebel without aa j 
views of interest; and the violence which they 
inflict or suffer, is celebrated as the spontaneous 
effect of reason and virtue. 
^?^^ After the example of the first of the Palaeo- 

pntet De> ■^ , • j i • 

tween the ]ogi, the elder Andronicus associated his son 
yoiTn^^ Michael to the honours of the purple, and from 
Aodronr- ^j^^ ^^ of eighteen to his premature death, that 
A.B. ISM. prince was acknowledged, above twenty-five 
years, as the second emperor of the Greeks/ At 
the head of an army he excited neither the fears 
of the enemy, nor the jealousy of the court : 
his modesty and patience were never tempted 
to compute the years of his father; nor wa 
that father compelled to repent of his liberality 
either by the virtues or vices of his son. The 
son of Michael was named Andronicus from 
his grandfather, to whose early favour he was 
introduced by that nominal resemblance. The 
blossoms of wit and beauty increased the fond- 
ness of the elder Andronicus ; and, with the 
common vanity of the age, he expected to rea- 
lize in the second, the hope which had been 
disappointed in the first, generation. The boy 
was educated in the palace as an heir and a 

' He was crowued May «, 1395, and di«d October IS, ISSO. (Dn- 
cmngc, Fam. fiyi. p. 2S9). His brother Theodore, by a second narrhige, 
inherited the marquisate of Montferrat, apostatised to the religion and 
Manners of the Latins (on ««< ymfin xai virt< mi ^ynftmrt^ ««• ytnu^ ww f 
MK v«r(v I0I0-1V A«TtMc nv MfM^c. Nic. Gre^ . 1. Ix, c. 1), and founded 
a dynasty of Italian princes, which was extinguished a. d. 169S (I>ii* 
cangc. Fam. Bya. p. 240-26S}. 
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fiivourite; and in the oaths and acclamations of chap 
the people, the august triad was formed by the^^^^^^^^ 
names of the father, the son, and the grandson. 
But the younger Andronicus was speedily cor- 
rupted by his infant greatness, while he beheld 
with puerile impatience the double obstacle 
that hung, and might long hang, over his rising 
ambition. It was not to acquire fame, or to 
diffuse happiness, that he so eagerly aspired; 
wealth and impunity were in his eyes the most 
precious attributes of a monarch ; and his first 
indiscreet demand was the sovereignty of some 
rich and fertile island, where he might lead a life 
of independence and pleasure. The emperor 
was offended by the loud and frequent intem- 
perance which disturbed his capital : the sums 
which his parsimony denied were supplied by 
the Genoese usurers of Pera ; and the oppres- 
sive debt, which consolidated the interest of a 
faction, could be discharged only by a revolu- 
tion. A beautiful female, a matron in rank, a 
prostitute in manners, had instructed the young- 
er Andronicus in the rudiments of love; but he 
had reason to suspect the nocturnal visits of a 
rival ; and a stranger passing through the street 
was pierced, by the arrows of his guards, who 
were placed in ambush at her door. That stran- 
ger was his brother, prince Manuel, who lan- 
g<uished and died of his wound ; and the em- 
peror Michael, their common father, whose 
Lealth was in a declining state, expired on the 
eighth ddy, lamenting the loss of both his child- 
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CHAP, ren.* However guiltless in his intention, the 
^^Jf^^younger Andronicus might impute a brother's 
and a father's death to the consequence of his 
own vices ; and deep was the sigh of thinking* 
and feeling men, when they perceived, instead 
of sorrow and repentance, his ill-dissembled joy 
on the removal of two odious competitors. By 
these melancholy events, and the increase of 
his disorders, the mind of the elder emperor was 
gradually alienated ; and, after many fruitless 
reproofs, he transferred on another grandsoa^ 
his hopes and affection. «The change was aa- 
nounced by the new oath of allegiance to the 
reigning sovereign, and the person whom he 
should appoint for his successor ; and the ac- 
knowledged heir, after a repetition of insults 
and complaints, was exposed to the indignity 
of a public trial. Before the sentence, which 
would probably have condemned him to a dun* 
geon or a cell, the emperor was informed that 
the palace courts were filled with the armed 
followers of his grandson; the judgment was 
' softened to a treaty of reconciliation ; and the 
triumphant escape of the prince encouraged the 
ardour of the younger faction. 

Yet the capital, the clergy, and the senate, 
adhered to the person, or at least to the govern- 
ment, of the old emperor ; and it was only in 

■ Wc are indebted to Nicephonu Gregoras 0- viii, c. 1) for the 
kDowledge of this tragic adTcnture: ^MhileCantacnzenemore discreet- 
ly conceals the vices of Andronicnl the younger, of which he waa Uie 
witness, and perhaps the associate (1. i, c. 1, dec), 

^ His destined heir was Michael Cathahii, the bastard of Constaii* 
tine, hit second son. In thit |(ro|ect of excluding his graiidi«>n Aa- 
dromcns, Nicephoms Gregoras^l. viii, c. 8) agrees with CaataciixcBe 
(I. i, c. 1, 2^ 
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the provinces, by flight, and revolt, and foreign chap. 
succour, that the nialecontents could hope to ^x™" 
vindicate their cause and subvert his throne/^"^^'^'^* 
The soul of the enterprise was the great domes- ^ii w> 
tic John Gantacuzene : the sally from Constan- thiT^r 
tinople is the first date of his actions and me- ^ISSl, 
morials ; and if his own pen be most descrip- f ^"\^ 
tive of his patriotism, au unfriendly historian m>7M. 
has not refused to celebrate the zeal and abi- 
lity which he displayed in the service of the 
young emperor. That prince escaped from the 
capital under the pretence of hunting ; erected 
his standard at Adrianople ; and, in a few days, 
assembled fifty thousand horse and foot, whom 
neither honour nor duty could have armed a- 
gainst the barbarians. Such a force might have 
saved or commandecl the empire ; but their 
counsels were discordant, their motions were 
slow and doubtful, and their progress was 
checked by intrigue and negociation. The 
quarrel of the two Andronici was protracted, 
and suspended, and renewed, during a ruinous 
period of seven years. In the first treaty, the 
relics of the Greek empire were divided ; Con- 
stantinople, Thessalonica, and the islands, were 
left to the elder, while the younger acquired the 
sovereignty of the greatest part of Thrace, from 
Phillippi to the Byzantine limits. By the second 
treaty, he stipulated the payment of his troops, c«n>««u-^ 
bis immediate coronation, and an adequate snare 
of the power and revenue of the state. The 
third civil war was terminated by the surprise j^;|J;*J^» 
of Constantinople, the final retreat of the old 
emperor, and the sole reign of his victorious 
grandson. , The reasons of this delay may be 
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CHAP, found in the characters of the men and of the 



«>r.r«^#^«^ 



'-x™- times. When the heir of the monarchy first 
'^pleaded his wrongs and his apprehensions, he 
was heard with pity and applause ; and bis ad- 
herents repeated on all sides the inconsistent 
prcvnise, that he would increase the pay of the 
soldiers and alleviate the burthens of the people. 
The grievances of forty years were mingled in 
his revolt ; and the rising generation was fati- 
gued by the endless prospect of a reign, whose 
favourites and maxims were of other times. 
The youth of Andronicus had been without 
spirit, his age was without reverence: his taxes 
produced an annual revenue of five hundred 
thousand pounds ; yet the richest of the sove- 
reigns Qf Christendom was incapable of main- 
taining three thousand horse and twenty gal- 
lies, to resist the destructive progress of the 
Turks.' " How different," said the younger 
Andronicus, ** is my situation from that of the 
** son of Philip ! Alexander might complain, 
** that his father would leave him nothing to 
'* conquer : alas ! my grandsire will leave me 
" nothing to lose." But the Greeks were soon 
admonished, that the public disorders could not 
be healed by a civil war; and that their young 
favourite was not destined to be the saviour of a 
falling empire. On the first repulse, his party 
was broken by his own levity, their intestine 
discord, and the intrigues of the ancient court, 

' See Nicephomi Gregorai, 1. Tiii, c 6. The younger Androniciii 
compUhied, that in four years and font montht, a large imn of 360,000 
lO'saQti of gold waa doc to him for the expeneea of his hoosehold (Caa* 
tacniea. 1. i, c. 48). Yet he would have remitted the debt, if he might 
ha?e been allowed to sqneeie the farmers of the roTemie 
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which tempted each malecontent to desert or chap. 

' LiXIII 

betray the cause of rebellion. Andronicus the,^,,,,/,^ 



younger was touched with remorse, or fatigued 
with business, or deceived by negociation : plea- 
sure rather than power was his aim ; and the 
license of maintaining a thousand hounds, a 
thousand hawks, and a thousand huntsmen, 
was sufficient to sully his fame and disarm his 
ambition. 

Let us now survey the catastrophe of this JJJronr 
busy plot, and the final situation of the prin- cos abdi- 
cipal actors.^ The age of Andronicus was con- govem- 
sumed in civil discord ; and, amidst the events "^.^sas, 
of war and treaty, his power and reputation May «*• 
continually decayed, till the fatal night in which 
Ihfe gates of the city and palace were opened 
without resistance to his grandson. His prin- 
cipal commander scorned the repeated warn- 
ings of danger; and retiring to rest in the 
vain security of ignorance, abandoned the 
feeble monarch, wijth some priests and pages, 
to the terrors of a sleepless night. These 
terrors were quickly realized by the hostile 
shouts, which proclaimed the titles and victory 
of Andronicus the younger ; and the aged em- 
peror, falling prostrate before an image of the 
virgins, dispatched asuppliant message to resign 
the sceptre, and to obtain his life at the hands 
of the conqueror. The answer of his grandson 
was decent and pious; at the prayer of his 
friends, the younger Andronicus assumed the 

* ^ I foHow the chroDol«gy of Nicepbonis Gregorai, who it rcmaricao 
biy exact. It !• proved that Cantacaxene has mistaken the dates of 
his own actions, or rather that his text h«s been cormpted byignonuil 
transcribers. 
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CHAP, sole administration: but the elder still eDJoy- 
*,..,,, v.* ^d the name and pre eminence of the first em- 
peror, the use of the great palace, and a pen- 
sion of twenty-four thousand pieces of gold, 
one half of which was assigned on the royal 
treasury, and the other on the fishery of Con- 
stantinople. But this impotence was soon ex- 
posed to contempt and oblivion; the vast si- 
lence of the palace was disturbed only by the 
cattle and poultry of the neighbourhood, which 
roveil with impunity through the solitary courts ; 
and a reduced allowance of ten thousand pieces 
of gold ^ was all that he could ask, and more 
than he could hope. His calamities were embit- 
tered by the gradual extinction of sight; his con,- 
* finement was rendered each day more rigorous; 
and during the absence and sickness of his grand- 
sou, his inhuman keepers, by the threats of 
instant death, compelled him to exchange the 
purple for the monastic habit and .profession. 
The monk Antony h^d renounced the pomp of 
the world : yet he had occasioa for a course fur 
in the winter season, and as wine was forbidden 
by his confessor, and water by his physician, the 
sherbet of Egypt was his common drink. It was 
not without difficulty that the late emperor 
could procure three or four pieces to satisfy 
these simple wants; and if he bestowed the 
gold to relieve the more painful distress of a 
friend; the sacrifice is of some weight in the 
scale of humanity and religion. Four years 

' I hftTc cndeaYonred to reconcile, the 24,000 piccei of Caatacvicne 
(I. ii, c. 1), with the 10,000 of Nicephonu Gregorai (1. ik, c. S); the 
- oDe of whom witLcd to tofteiiy.the otlier to maf oUjr the hwcbhi|» of 
the old emperor. 
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after his abdication, Andronicus or Antony ex- chap. 
pired in a cell, in the seventy-fourth yeiatr of his ^!^™',, 
age: and the last strain of adulation conid Hud«atb, 
only promise a mdre splendid crown of glory in 4eb'/w.^ 
heaven than he had enjoyed upon earth."* 

Nor vi^as the reign of the younger more glori- AndronP 
ous or fortunate than that of the elder, Andro- *""" ^""^ 
nicus." He gathered the fruits of ambition; a.d.ism, 
but the taste was transient and bitter : in the a.b. is41» 
supreme station he lost the remains of his early ^""•^*' 
popularity, and the defects of his character be- 
came still more conscious to the world. The 
public reproach urged hini to march in person 
against the Turks ; nor did his courage fail in 
the hour of trial, but a defeat and a wound 
were the only trophies of his expedition m Asia, 
which confirmed the establishment of the Otto- 
man monarchy. The abuses of the civil go- 
vernment attained their full maturity and per- 
fection ; his neglect of forms, and the confu- 
sion of national dresses, are deplored by the 
Greeks as the fatal symptoms of the decay of 
the empire. Andronicus was old before his 
time : the intemperance of youth had accelerat- 
ed the infirmities of age ; and after being res- 
cued from a dangerous malady by nature, or 
physic^ or the virgin, he was snatched away be \ 
fore he had accomplished his forty-fifth year. 

* See Nieepliorai Grcgoru (1. tx, 0, 7, 8, 10, 14, 1. x, e. l)i The 
hiBtorian had tasted of the prosperity, and shared the retreat of his b^ 
nefactor ; and that friendship which ** waits or to the scaffold or the 
*< cell," should not lightly be aceosed as '* a hirefing, a proetitaile t» 
praise.** 

* The -sole reigtf of Andronicns the yonnger is described by Casta* 
ciiaenc (1. ii, c. 1*40, p. 191-tS9) and Niccphorps Oregoras (L Is, c 7« 
1. xi, e. 11, p. MS-MDi 
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CHAP. He was twice married ; and as the progress of 
^^i^ the Latins in arms and arts had softened the 
^'[^^''' prejudices of the Byzantine court, his two wives 
^^^ were chosen in the princely houses of Germany 
and Italy. The first, Agnes at home, Irene in 
Greece, was the daughter of the duke of Bruns- 
wick. Her father* was a petty lord' in the 
poor and savage regions of the north of Germa- 
ny ;"> yet he derived some revenue from bis sil- 
ver mines ;' and his family is celebrated by the 

* AipMt, or Irene, waf the daughter of duke Henry the wondeifol, 
the ehicf of the hoose of Bmntwick, and the Ibnrth in dcecent from 
the hmmn Henry the lion, dnhe of Sasony and Bavaria, and con* 
qneror of the 8cla«i on the Baltic eoast.. Her brother Henry was 
loroamcd the Greek from his two jonmiet into the E^t ; but these 
jonmies were subsequent to his ststei^a ■nrriofr; and I am %DoraDt 
ftsw Agnes was discovered in the heart of Germany, and recoinmcndcd 
to the Byzantine court (Rimius, Memoirs of the bouse of Brunswick, 
p. lSft*l»7). 

' Henry the wonderful was the founder of the branch of Groben* 
hagen, extinct in the year 1696 (Rimius, p. 287). He resided in the 
eastic of Wolfenbottel, and possessed no more than n sixtb part of the 
allodial estates of Brunswick and Lnnebnrgh, which the Gnelph hmi> 
ly had saved from the confiscation of their great fiefs. The frequent 
partitions among brothers bad almost ruined the princely bonscs of 
Scrmany, till that just, bat pernicious law, was slowly snpeneded bj 
the right of primogeniture. The principality of GruLenhageo, one 
of the last remains of the Hercynian forest, is a woody, monntunous, 
and barren tract (Bnscbing*s Geography, vol. vl, p. SfO-WO. BagUsb 
translation). 

* The royal author of the Memolres of Brandenbnrgh will teach us 
how justly, in a much later period, the north of Germany deserved the 
epithets of poor and barbarous (Essai sur les Mcsners, StcX In the 
year lt06, in the woods of Luneburgb, some wild people of the Vened 
raee were allowed to bury alive their Infiim and nseleam pamts 
(Rimius, p. 1S6). 

' The assertion of Tacitus, that Gemmny wna destitnte of the preei- 
OM metals, must be taken, even in his own time, with some limitation 
(Germanla, o. «, Annul, xi, 90). According to Spener (Hist. Genua. 
■im PraguMticn, torn, f, p. 951), Argttiiifaik^ m Hereyniis nsootibna, 
imperante Othone magno (▲. A, 968) primum apertse, largadi ctiam 
opet aogendi dedemnt copiom : but Rimina (p. SM, SS9) dcfirm till 
the year lOM the discovery of the silver mlnti of Orabenhif ca or tU 

Upper 
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Greeks as the most ancient and noble of the chai». 
Teutonic name.* After the death of this child- ^';;'^"'; 
less princess, Andronicus nought in marriage 
Jane, the sister of the count of Savoy,* and his 
suit was preferred to that of the French king." 
The count respected in his sister the superior 
majesty of a Roman empress ; her retinue was 
composed of knights and ladies ; she was rege- 
nerated and crowned in St. Sophia, under the 
more orthodox appellation of Anne ; and at the 
nuptial feast, the Greeks and Italians vied with 
each other in the martial exercises of tilts and 
tournaments. 

The empress Anne of Savoy survived her f^^^\ 
husband; their son, John Palaeologus, was left apoioi^ni, 
dmi orphan and an emperor, in the ninth year of june^*.*'* 
his age ; and his weakness was protected by ponnne'* 
the first and most deservins: of the Greeks. The ©f John 

. . Cantactt- 

long and cordial friendship of his father for John xeam 
Cantacuzene is alike honourable to the prince 
and the subject. It had been formed amidst 
the pleasures of their youth ; their families were 

Upper Harts, which were productive in the bef iuniDg of the foarteeiith 
century, and which still yield a contiderable revenne to the house of 
Branswick. 

* CaBtacuxenehas giYcn a mosthoDOOrable testunony, wrtm nff»mtm 
aiftn ivymrvf IwMff m fArfu^mu (the modem Greeks employ the v7 for the 
iy and the f/ttr for the 0, and the whole will read in the Italian idiom 
di Brnnsatc), ry rap* avrut nrif«tnr»'nf km X«fi«rp«rvTt irurruf r»c j/ m fp 
Xvc bn^nXKamt tit ytnif, Tht praise is jost in itself, and pleating to 
an English ear. 

> Anne or Jane, waa one of the daughters of Amedeethe great, by a 
second marriage, and half-sbter of his successor Edward count of Sa- 
voy' (Anderson's Tables, p. 660). See Cantacniene (1* h <• 40-42). 

* That king, if the faet be true, mutt have been Charles the fair, 
who in five years (1321-1886) was married to three wives (Anderson, p, 
6t8> Anne of Savoy arrived at Conataotinapk in Febrauy 1S26. 
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CHAP. almost equally noble;* and the recent lustre of 
hxiii. the purple was amply compensated by the 
^ 'energy of a private education. We have seen 
that the young emperor was saved by Cantaco- 
zene from the power of his grandfather; and 
after six years of civil war, the same favourite 
brought him back in triumph to the palace of 
Constantinople. Under the reign of Androni- 
cus the younger, the great domestic ruled the 
emperor and the empire; and it was by his va- 
lour and conduct that the Isle of Lesbos and 
the principality of JStolia were restored to their 
ancient allegiance. His enemies confess, that, 
among the public robbers, Cantacuzene alone 
was moderate and abstemious ; and the free and 
voluntary account which he produces of bis own 
wealth^ may sustain the presumption tbat it was 
devolved by inheritance, and not accumulated 
by rapine. He does not indeed specify the va- 
lue of his money, plate, and jewels ; yet, after 
a voluntary gift of two hundred vases of silver, 
after much had been secreted by his friends and 
])lundered by his foes, his forfeit treasures were 
sufficient for the equipment of a fleet of seventy 
gallies. He does not measure the size and 
number of his estates; but his granaries were 
heaped with an incredible store of wheat and 
barley ; s^nd the labour of a thousand yoke of 
oxen might cultivate, according to the practice 

* The noble race of tiie Cantacnzeni (iUoftiioiii from the defcath 
ccnlnry in the BynnGue annals) was drawn from the Pabdns of 
France, the heroes of those romances which io the thirteenth ccKtary 
were tnnshited and read by the Greeks (Dncangt, Vwbl Bjnftt f 
»8) 

' See Cutacnienc (Ju^cU^W, t6}« 
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ofantiquity, about sixty-two thousand fiTehuD- m^p^ 
dred acres of arable land.' His pastures were ^^iii* 
stocked with two thousand five hundred brood""''*" 
mares, two hundred camels, three hundred 
mules, five hundred asses, five thousand homed 
cattle, fifty thousand hogs, and seventy thou- 
sand sheep ;* a precious record of rural opulence 
in the last period of the empire, and in a land, 
roost probably in Thrace, so repeatedly wasted 
by foreign and domestic hostility. The favour 
of Cantacuzene was above his fortune. In the 
moments of familiarity, in the hour of sickness, 
the emperor was desirous to level the distance 
between them, and pressed his friend to accept 
the diadem and purple. The virtue of the great ^!^t*j* 
domestic, which is attested by his own pen, re- the ea- 
sisted the dangerous proposal ; but the last tes- '^^'' 
tament of Andronicus the younger named him 
the guardian of his son, and the regent of the 
empire. 

Had the regent found a suitable return of ^^^ ^ 
obedience and gratitude, perhaps he would^cy u at- 
have acted with pure and zealous fidelity in the I'Id. mi, 
service of his pupil.^ A guard of five hundred - 

* Satcna, in Gaul, and, Cojiimellty in Italy or Spain, allow two yoke 
of oxen, two driYera, and nx labonrtirs, for two hundred jugera (ISff 
EngUab acres) of arable land, and three more men mnit be added if 
there be much underwood (Columella de Re Ruitiei, L 11, c. U, p. 
441, edit. Getner). 

* In this enumeration (I. lii, t. SO), the French translation of the pre- 
sident Cousin is blotted with three palpable and essential errors. 1. 
He omits the 1000 yoke of working oxen. 2. He interprets the «wt«- 
BtTMi 0fH ><rxtXia« by the number of fifteen hundred, ft. He confounds 
myriads with chiliads, and gives Cantaeuiene no more than 5000 hogi. 
Put not your trust in translations I 

^ See the regency and reign of Johp Gantacuacnus, and the whole 
progress of the ciyU war, b his own hutory (1. iii, c. 1-100, p. S4S# 
700), and in that of Nicephoras Grcgons 0* ni, c 1-1. xv» c. 0, p» 
Mft^tOt). 
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CHAP, soldiers watched over bis person and the pa- 
LXiiL jj^^j^ . tjj^ fuaeral of the late emperor was de- 
"""^.^ntly performed; the capital was aileot and 
submissive; and five hundred letters which 
Cantacusene despatched in the first month, in- 
' formed tbe provinces of their loss and th^ 
duty. The prospect of a tranquil minority was 
^ ^ blasted by the great duke or admiral Apocau- 
nvcus i cus ; and to exi^gerate his perfidy, the impe- 
rial historian is pleased to magnify his owo im- 
prudence, in raising him to that office against 
the advice of his more sagacious sovereign. Bold 
and subtle, rapacious and profuse, the avarice 
and ambition of Apocaucus were by turns sub- 
servient to each other; and his taleuta were ap- 
plied to the ruin of his country. His arro- 
gance was heightened by the command of a na- 
val force and an impregnable castle, and under 
the mask of oaths and flattery he secretly con- 
by the spired against his benefactor. The female 
Ara^f c^"""* ^^ ^h^ empress was bribed and direcieA : 
Stvoji he encouraged Anne of Savoy to assert, by the 
law of nature, the tutelage of her son; the love 
of power was disguised by the anxiety of mater- 
nal tenderness; and the founder of the Palaeo- 
logi had instructed his posterity to dread the 
JjyjJjJP*- example of a perfidious guardian. The patri- 
arch John of Apri was a proud and feeble old 
man, encompassed by a numerous and hungry 
kindred. He produced an obsolete epistle of 
Andronicus, which bequeathed the prince and 
people to his pious care : the fate of his prede- 
cessor Arsenius prompted him to prevent, rather 
than punish, the crimes of an usurper; and Apo* 
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eaucnfi smiled at the success of his own flattery, chap. 
when he beheld the Byzantine priest assuming ^JJj^^J^ 
the state and temporal claims of the Roman 
pontiff/ Between three persons so different in 
their situation and character, a private league 
was concluded ; a shadow of authority was re- 
stored to the senate; and the people was tempt- 
ed by the name of freedom. By this powerful 
confederacy, the great domestic was assaulted 
at first with clandestine, at length with open, 
arms. His prerogatives were disputed; his 
opinion slighted ; his friends persecuted; and 
his safety was threatened both in the camp and 
city. In his absence on the public service, he 
was accpsed of treason ; proscribed as an ene- 
my of the church and state; and delivered, with 
all his adherents, to the sword of justice, the 
vengeance of the people, and the power of the 
devil : his fortunes were confiscated ; his aged 
mother was cast into prison; all his past ser- 
vices were buried in oblivion ; and he was driven 
by injustice to perpetrate the crime of which he 
was accused/ ' From the review of his preced- 
ing conduct, Cantacu2ene appears to have been 
guiltless of any treasonable designs ; and the 
only suspicion of his innocence must arise from 

^ He aMHmecl the royal privilefe of red shoes or bntkint ; placed oil 
bis head a mitre of silk and gold ; subscribed his epistles with hyacinlh 
or green ink, and claimed for the new, whatever Constantinc had giYeu 
to the ancient, Rome (GaBtacnsen. 1. iii, c. S6. , Nic Gregoras, 1. »▼» 
c. S). 

* Nlc. Oregoras (1. xii, c. 5) confesses the innocence and virtnes of 
Cantacnaene, the gnilt and flagitious vices of Apocancos $ nor does 
he dissemble' the motive of his personal and religions enmity to the 
former ; nnU iimnrnMuif aTJum*, mtrtH f Vfomr^t rwt rttr ikm ikf" ««*f 
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CHAP, the vehemence of his protestations, and the 
^^]^^^ sublime purity which he ascribes to his own 
virtue. While the empress and the patriarch 
still affected the appearances of harmony^ he 
repeatedly solicited the permission, of retiring 
to a priyate, and even a monastic, life. After 
he had been declared a public enemy, it was his 
fervent wisb to throw himself at the feet of the 
- young emperor, and to receive without a mur- 
mur the stroke of the executioner ; it was not 
without reluctance that he listened to the voice 
of reason, which inculcated the sacred duty of 
saving his family and friends, and proved that 
he could only save them by drawing the sword 
and assuming the imperial title. 
CnitMii. In the strong city of Demotica, his peculiai 
•ucttht domain, the emperor John Cantacuzenus was 
aIdI'imi i^^^csted with the purple buskins : his right-leg 
Oct. 10. was clothed by his noble kinsmen, the left by 
the Latin chiefs, on whom he conferred the order 
of knighthood. But even in this act of revolt, 
he was still studious of loyalty ; and the titles 
of John Pal^ologus and Anne of Savoy were 
proclaimed before his own name and that of his 
wife' Irene. Such vain ceremony is a thin dis- 
guise of rebellion, nor are there perhaps any 
jpersonal wrongs that can authorise a subject to 
take arms against his sovereign ; but the want 
of preparation and success may confirm the as- 
surance of the usurper, that this decisive step 
was the effect of necessity rather than of choice. 
Constantinople adhered to the young emperor : 
the king of Bulgaria was invited to the relief of 
Adrianople : the principal cities of Thrace and 
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'Macedonia, after some hesitation, renounced chap. 

¥ YTfT 

their obedience to. the great domestic; and the.,.. J,, 
leaders of the troops and the provinces were in- 
duced, by their private interest, to prefer the 
loose dominion of a woman and a priest. The 
army of Cantacuzene, in sixteen divisions, was 
stationed on the banks of the Melas to tempt or 
intimidate the capital : it was dispersed by 
treachery or fear ; and the officers, more espe- 
cially the mercenary Latins, accepted the bribes, 
and embraced the service, of the Byzantine 
court. After this loss, the rebel emperor.(he 
fluctuated between the two characters) took the 
road of Thessalonica with a chosen remnant; 
but he failed in his enterprise on that important 
place ; and he was closely pursued by the great 
duke, his enemy Apocaucus, at the head of a 
superior power by sea and land. Driven from 
the coast, in his march, or rather flight, into 
the mountains of Servia, Cantacuzene assem- 
bled his troops to Scrutinize those who were 
worthy and wilhng to accompany his broken 
fortunes. A base majority bowed and retired ; 
and his trusty band was diminished to two 
thousand, and at last to five hundred, volun- 
teers. The craly* or despot of the Servians, 

* The princes of Serbia (Dacanf e, Famil. Dalmatics, At, 2, S, 4, 
9) were staled despots in Greek, and crat in their native idiom (Dn- 
cange. Gloss. Qrsc. p. 761). That title, the equivalent of kiuf , ap- 
pears to be of Sclavonic origin, from whence it has been borrowed by 
the H4ingari«ns, the modem Greeks, and even by the Turks (Leancla^ 
Tiiis, Pandect. Tnrc. p. 428), who reserves the name of Padishah for 
the emperor. To obtain the latter instead of the former is the ambi* 
tion of the French at Constantinople (Av^rtissemcnt A I'Histoirc dc 
limar Bee p. S9). 

roL. XI. B b 
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?'H^p. received biin mth generous hospitality; but 
, the ally was iosensibly degraded to a suppliant,. 
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an hostage, a captive ; and, in this miserable 
dependence, he waited at the door of the bar- 
barian, who could dispose of the life and liber- 
ty of a Roman emperor. The most tempting 
offers could not persuade the cral to violate his 
trust ; but he soon inclined to the stronger 
side; and his friend was dismissed without 
injury to a new vicissitude of hopes and perils. 
The cifii Near six years the flame of discord burnt with 
A.D!ia4i various success and unabated rage; the cities 
were distracted by the faction of the nobles and 
plebeians: the Cantacuzeni and Palaeol(^i; and 
the Bulgarians, the Servians, and the Turks, 
were invoked on both sides as the instruments 
of private ambition and the common ruin. The 
regent de[dored the calamities, of which he was 
the author and victim: and hi^ own experienoe 
might dictate a just and lively remark on the 
different nature of foreign and civil war. ** The 
'^ former," said he, '' is the extenial warmth of 
** summer, always tolerable, and often benefit 
** cial ; the latter is the deadly heat of a fever, 
** which consumes without a remedy the vitals 
" of the constitution.''' 
rictoryof ^^^ introduction of barbarians and savages 
cutacii. into thie contests of civilized nations is a mea- 
sure pregnant with shame and mischief; which 
the interest of the moment may compel, but 
which is reprobated by the best principles of hu- 
manity and reason. It is the practice of both 

'Nie.Gr«fons,l.ll,e.l4. It is Mirprisii« thst 
not iMerted thU fvit ud U? cly inuigt iii Uf owa 
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tides to accuse their enemies of the guilt of tke chap. 
first alliances; and those who fail in their ne- }^}}}j^^ 
gociations are loudest in their censure of the 
example which they envy, and would gladly 
imitate. The Turks of Asia were less barbar* 
ous perhaps than the shepherds of Bulgaria and 
Seryia; but their religion rendered them the 
implacable foes of Rome and Christianity. To * 
acquire the friendship of their emirs, the two 
factions Tied with each other in baseness and 
profusion : the dexterity of Cantacuzene obtain- 
ed the preference ; but the succour and victory 
were dearly purchased by the marriage of his 
daughter with an infidel, the captivity of many 
thousand christians, and the passage of the 
Ottomans into Europe, the last and fatal stroke 
in the fall of the Roman empire. The inclining 
scale was decided in his favour by the death of 
Apocaucus, the just, though singulat, retribution 
of his crimes. A crowd of nobles or plebeians, 
whom he feared or hated, had been seized by 
his orders in the capital and the provinces ; 
and the old palace of Constantine was assigned 
for the place of their confinement. Some alte- 
rations in raising the walls, and narrowing the 
cells, had been ingeniously contrived to prevent 
their escape, and aggravate their misery ; and 
the work was incessantly pressed by the daily 
visits of the tyrant. His guards watched at the . 
gate; and as he stood in the inner court to 
overlook the architects, without fear or suspi- 
eion, he was assaulted and laid breathless on 
the ground, by two resolute prisoners of the 
BbS 
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CHAP. Palaeologian race»*^ho were armed with sticks, 
^*™* and animated by despair. Oq the rumour of 
revenge and liberty , the captive multitude broke 
^ their fetters, fortified their prison, and ei!:posecl 
from the battlements the tyrant's head, presum- 
ing on the favour of the people and the clemen- 
cy of the empress. Anne of Savoy might re- 
joice in the fall of an haughty and ambitious 
minister ; but wliile she delayed to resolve or to 
act, the populace, more especially the mariners, 
were excited by the widow of the great duke 
to a sedition, an assault, and a massacre. The 
prisoners (of whom the far greater part were 
guiltless or inglorious of the deed) escaping to 
a neighbouring church, they were slaughtered 
at the foot of the altar ; and in his death the 
monster was not less bloody and venomous 
than in his life. Yet his talents alone upheld 
the cause of the young emperor ; and his sur- 
viving associates, suspicious of each other, a- 
bandoned the conduct of the war, and rejected 
the fairest terms of accommodation. In the be- 
ginning of the dispute, the empress felt and 
complained, that she was deceived by the ene* 
mies of Cantacuzene: the patriarch was employ- 
ed to preach against the forgiveness of injuries; 
and her promise of immortal hatred was sealed 
by an oath, under the penalty of exconmiunica- 
tion.* But Anne soon learned to hate vnthout 

• The two aYCDgcn were both PaliMlogi, who might retent, vifh 
royal hidirDatioii^ the thame of their chaiu. The tragedy oT Apo- 
. caaeuft nay deierre a peealiar reference to Cantaciiaeoc (1- iii, t. ») 
aad Nic. Gregorat (!• »▼> c. 10). 

^ CanUcuaeDe aeootci the patriarch, aad fparci the e0]»icM, the 
awthcr of bis soY.ereigo (1. Iii, SS, U\ agaiart whom Nic. Gregorai cm- 
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8 teacher: she beheld the misfortunes of the chap 
empire with the indifference of a stranger ; her .}!^}^J.^ 



jealousy was exasperated by the competition 
of a riyal empress; and on the first symptoms 
of a more yielding temper, she threatened the 
patriarch to convene a synod, and degrade him 
from his office. Their incapacity and discord 
would, have afforded the most decisive advan- 
tage ; but the civil war was protracted by the 
weakness of both parties ; and the moderation 
of Cantacuzene has not escaped the reproach 
of timidity and indolence. He successively re- 
covered the provinces and cities ; and the realm ' 
of his pupil was measured by the walls of Con- 
stantinople ; but the metropolis alone counter- 
balanced the rest of the empire : nor could he 
attempt that important conquest till he had se- 
cured in his favour the public v6ice and a pri- ' 
vate correspondence. An Italian, of the name 
of Facciolati/ had succeeded to the office of ?« ^ 
great duke: the ships, the guards, and the gold- itantiDo. 
en gate, were subject to his command; but a.d.is47, 
his humble ambition was bribed to become the '""""y* 
instrument of treachery; and the revolution was 
accomplished without danger or bloodshed. 
Destitute of the powers of resistance, or the 
hope of relief, the inflexible Anne would have 
still defended the palace, and have smiled to 
behold the capital in flames rather thin in the 
possession of a rival. She yielded to the prayers 

presses a particular aniinosity (1. xIt, 10, 11, xy, p. 6). It is ferae, tliat 
they do not speriL exactly of the same time. 

* The traitor and treason aro revealed by Nic. Oregoru (I. s?i c 
8) ; bnt the naae is more discreetly mppressed by his great aecoM* 
pllce (Cantacaatn. I. ill, c. 99) 
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CHAP, of her friendf mud enemies ; and tJbe treaty wsm 
^^^y- dictated by the conqueror, who professed a loy- 
*' al and aealous attachment to the son of his be- 

nefactor. The marriage of his daughter with 
Jobtt Palsologus was at length consummated : 
the hereditary right of the pupil was acknow* 
ledged ( but the 9aie administration during ten 
years waa vetted in the guardian. Two empe- 
rors and thres ratipresses were seated on the 
Byzantiue throne; and a general amnesty 
quieted the apprehensions, and confirmed the 
property, of the most guilty subjects. The fes- 
tivaJ of the coronation and nuptials was cele- 
brated with the appearances of concord and 
magnificence, and both were equally fallacious. 
During the late troubles, the treasures of the 
state, and even the furniture of the palace, had 
beep alienated or embezzled: the royal ban- 
quet was served in pewter or earthenware ; 
and such was the proud poverty of the times, 
that the absence of gold and jewels was sup- 
plied by the paltry artifices of glass and gilt- 
leather.'' 
Reign of ^ hasten to conclude the personal history of 
John Can. John Cautacuzene/ He triumphed and reigned ; 
A.0.1S47, but his reign and triumph were clouded by the 
▲lo'im, discontent of his own and the adverse faction. 

JaDoary. 

" Nic. Orrg. I. xv. 11. There were however lome trae peaili, bat 
very thinly aprinlLled. Tlie reft of the BUnei had only wM m i mww x/'*^ 

' From his return to Conttantlnople, Cantacuiene continues hit his- 
tory and that of the empire, one year beyond the abdication of his son 
Matthew, a. d. 1S57 (1. iv, c. 1-60, p. 706*911). Niccfihoras Gregoras 
ends with the synod of Constantinople, in the year 1861 (1. lodi, c. S, 
p. 660 : the rest to the conclusion of the twenty-fonrtb booh, p 717, is 
all controversy) ; and his fourteen last books arc still Kss. in tlM kh^ 
of France's library. 
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His folloivers might style the general amnesty, chap. 
an act of pardon for his enemies, and of oblivion «^^^^,^, 
for his friends :*" in his cause their estates had 
been forfeited or plundered ; and as they ivan- 
dered naked and hungry through the streets, 
they cursed the selfish generosity of a leader, 
who, on the throne of the ranpire, might relin- 
quish without merit his private inheritance. 
The adherents of the empress blushed to hold 
their lives and fortunes by the precarious favour 
of an usurper ; and the thirst of revenge vras 
concealed by a tender concern for the succes- 
sion, and even the safety of her son. They were 
justly alarmed by a petition of the friends of 
Cantacuzene, that they might be released from 
Ifaeir oath of allegiance to the Palnologi, and 
intrusted with the defence of tome cautionary 
towns; a measure supported with argument 
and eloquence ; and which was rejected (says 
the imperial historian) ** by my sublime, and 
'^ almost incredible, virtue." His repose was 
disturbed by the sound of plots and seditions ; 
and he trembled lest the lawful prince should 
be stolen away by some foreign or domestic 
enemy, who would inscribe his name and his 
wrongs in the banners of rebellion. As the son 
of Andronicus advanced in the years of man- 
hood, he began to feel and to act for himself; 
and his rising ambition was rather stimulated 
than checked by the imitation of his father^s 

" The emperor (C«DtaciixeD. 1. It, c. 1) re preientt hit own Tirtvct 
and Nie. Grcgoras (I. xt, c. 11) the complainU of bU frieodt, who tnf- 
feM ky m f llkctfi I have lent thfm the wotdU •# onr potf ctTslitM 
ttffer the if itoratioo. . 
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CHAP. Tices. If we may trust hitc own profiessioDfl^ 
, Cantacuzene laboured with honest industry to 
correct these sordid and sensual appetites, and 
to raise the mind of the young prince to a leFel 
with his fortune. In the Servian expedition 
the two emperors showed themselves in cordial 
harmony to the troops and provinces ; and the 
younger colleague was initiated by the elder in 
the mysteries of war and government After 
the conclusion of the peace, Palaeologus was 
left at Thessalonica, a royal residence, and a 
frontier station, to secure by his absence the 
peace of Constantinople, and to withdraw his 
youth from the temptations of a luxurious ca- 
pital. But the distance weakened the powers 
of controul, and tlie son of Andronicus was 
siirrounded with artful or unthinking compa- 
nions, who taught him to hate his guardian, to 
deplore his exile, and to vindicate his rights. A 
private treaty with the cral or despot of Servia 
was soon followed by an open revolt; and Can- 
tacuzene, on the throne of the elder Androni- 
cus, defended the cause of age and prerogative, 
which in his youth he had so vigorously attack- 
ed. At his request, the empress mother under- 
took the voyage of Thessalonica, and the office 
of mediation : she returned without success; 
and unless Anne of Savoy was instructed by 
adversity, we may doubt the sincerity, or at 
least the fervour, of her zeal. While the regent 
grasped the sceptre with a firm and vigorous 
hand, she had been instructed to declare, that 
<he ten years of his l^;a] administration would 
soon elapse; and that after a full trial of the 
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▼anity of the Mrorld^ the lemperor .Cantacuzeiie ^hap. 
sighed for the repose of a cloister^ and was am I'Xiii'. 

bitious only of an heavenly crown. Had thffse" ' 

sentiments been genuine, hisvoliftitary abdica- 
tion would have restored the peace of the empire, 
and his conscience iVould have been relieved 
by to act of juf^tice. Pal^ologus alone was x!^J^^ 
responsible for his future government ; and *•''«•"? 



armtft- 



whatever might be his vices, they were surely pinu 
less formidable than the calamities of a civil a.d!iub. 
war, in which the barbarians and infidels were 
again invited td assist the Gr.eeks in their mu» 
tual destruction. By the arms of the Turks, 
who now 3truck a deep and everlasting root in 
Europe, Cantacuzene prevailed in the third con- 
test in which he had been mvolved ; and the 
young eqiperor, driven from the sea and land, 
was compelled to take shelter among the La- 
tins of the isle of Tenedos. His insolence and 
obstinacy provoked the victor to a step which 
must render the.quarrel irreconcilable; and the 
association of his son Matthew, whom he in- 
vested with the purple, established the succes- 
sion in the family of the Cantacuzeni. But 
Constantinople was still attached to the blood 
of her ancient princes; and this last injury ac- 
celerated the restoration of the rightful heir. A • 
noble Genoese espoused the cause of Palaeolo 
gus, obtained a promise of his sister, and achiev- 
ed the revolution with two gallies and two 
thousand five hundred auxiliaries. Under the 
pretence of distress, they were admitted into 
the lesser port; a gate was opened, and the 
Latin shout of *' Long life and victory to the 
emperor, John Palaeologus!*' was answered 



•< 
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cHAf ^y ^ 9^^^1 rising in his favour. A munaroas 
Lxiu. and loyal party yet adhered to the standard of 
"' '^'^ ' ' Cantacuzene : but he asserts in his history (does 
he hope for belief?) that his tender oonscienee 
rejected the assurance of conquest; that, in free 
obedience to the yoice of religion and philoso- 
phy, he descended from the throne, and embrac- 
ed with pleasure the monastic habit and profes^ 

AMiotti. ^^"** ^9 ^^^^ ^^ ^® ceased to be a prince, his 
•nofcw successor was not unwilling that he should be 
a.d!ism. a saint: the remainder of his life was devoted 
Jw»tt«'y- j^ piety and learning; in the c^Us of Constanti- 
nople and mount Athos, the monk Joasapb was 
respected as the temporal and spiritual father 
of the emperor; and if he issued from his T^treat, 
it was as the minister of peace, to subdue the 
obstinacy, and solicit the pardon, of his rebelli- 
ous son.* 
Dbpnte Yet in the cloister, tne mind of Cantacuzene 
ingtbe WES Still cxercised by theological war. He 
mouDt sharpened a controversial pen against the Jews 
li* mSi. ^^^ mahometans ;' and in every state he de- 

* The liwkward apolofy- of Cantaevieae (L !▼, c 9MS), who rf 
latet, witli Titiblc oonfosion, his own downikll, mtj be rapplied by 
the leu ftccantc, bat more hoDett, namtlTes of Mtttbew VilUoi (I. 
iv, e. 40, in tiie Script. He rniiL Itil. tarn, xjlv, p. MS) ud Dneas (c 
10, 11). 

* Cantaensene, in the year 1S75, wai honoored with a letter freai 
the pope (Flenry, Hiit £cel«. ton. n, p. SM> Hit 4c«tb ia plaotd 
hj reapecUble aothoii^ on the SOth of Noresher 1411 (Dvcaife, 
Fkni. Byiant. p. 260). Bnt if he were of the age of hia, companion 
Andronicaotheyoonger, he nnut have Uvcd 116 y««9&s «raina|nilaace 

. of hmftvity, which, in lo iUoitriona a peiion, would liav^ nt^nctcd 
nnivenal notice 

* His fonr ilifconnef, or boofca, were printed at Batil» 1441 (TWhtic. 
Whliot. Gnee. torn. ? i, p. 474). He compoecd them to latii^ a pto- 
•elyte, who was asunlted with letters fiom his fiiendt of Ispahan. Can- 
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fended with equal zeal the divine h'ght of mount chap. 
Thabor, a memorable question, which consuro-^^^"*,, 
mates the religious follies of the Greeks. The 
fakirs of India,** and the monks of the Oriental 
church, were alike persuaded, that in total ab- 
straction of the faculties of the mmd and body, 
the purer spirit may ascend to the enjoyment 
and vision of the deity. The opinion and prac- 
tice of the monasteries- of mount Athos' will be 
best represented in the words of an abbot, who 
flourished in tibe eleventh century. ** When 
" thou art aloqe in thy cell,'' says the ascetic 
teacher, " shut thy door, and seat thyself in a 
" corner ; raise thy mind above all things vain 
** and transitory ; recline they beard and chin 
** on thy breast ; turn thy eyes and thy thought 
'* towards the middle of thy belly, the region of 
" the navel; an4 search the place of the heart, 
" the seat of the soul. At first, all will be dark 
** and comfortless; but if you persevere day and 
" night, you will feel an ineffable joy ; and no 
'* sooner has the soul discovered the place of 
^* the heart, than it is involved in a mystic and 
" etherial light.'* This light, the production of 
a distempered fancy, the creature of an empty 
stomach and an empty brain, was adored by 
the quietists as the pure and perfect essence of 

tecQseoc hU read the koran $ bat I QiidentaBd ham Mirtod, that 
lie tdopu tlM valg«r prejadicet and faUet agaloit MakooMt and hit 
religion. 

4 See the Voyages de Beniier, torn, i, p. 127. 

' Motheim, Inttitut. HhK Eeclet. p. 692, 6». Flciiry, Hist. Ec 
des. torn, xx, p. 22, 24, 107-114, Arc. Tlie fohner unfolds the causes 
with the jadgment of a philosopher, the latter transcribes and trans* 
latci with the prejudices of a catholic priest. 
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CHAF. Go^ himself; and as long as the folly was con- 
Lxiu. ^ned to mount Athos, the simple solitaries were 
""'"*'" not inquisitive how the divine essence could be 
a material substance, or how an immaterial suIk 
stance could be perceived by the eyes of the 
body. But in the reign of the younger Andro- 
nictts, these monasteries were visited by Bar- 
laam,' a Calabrian monk, who was equally 
skilled in philosophy and theology ; who pos- 
sessed the languages of the Greeks and Latjns; 
and whose versatile genius could maintain their 
opposite creeds, according to The interest of 
th^ moment The indiscretion of an ascetic re- 
vealed to the curious trayeller the secrets of 
mental prayer ; and Barlaam embraced Ibe op- 
portunity of ridiculing the quietists, who placed 
the soul in the navel ; of accusing the monks of 
mount Athos of heresy and blasphemy. His 
attack compelled the more learned to renounce 
or dissemble the simple devotion of their bre- 
thren ; and Gregory Palamas introduced a scho- 
lastic distinction between the essence and ope- 
ration of God . His inaccessible essence dwells 
in the midst of an uncreated and eternal light ; 
and this beatific vision of the saints had been 
^manifested to the disciples on mount Thabor, 
in the transfiguration of Christ Yet this dis- 
tinction could not escape the reproach of poly- 
theism ; the eternity of the light of Thabor was 
fiercely denied ; and Barlaam still charged the 

" BitfiMge (in €»nUii Anttq. Lectiones, torn. W, p. MS MS) Iim in- 
▼estigited the character and story of Barfaam. The doplicitf of Ua 
•pinioM had inspired tome donbti of the identity of Ui | 
Ukcwise Fabridnt (Bibllot Qntc ton. x, p. 4ST«4tt) 
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palamites with holding two eternal sabstances, c^^p 
a visible and an invisible God. From the rage ^^wi' 
of the monks of mount Athos, who threatened 
his life, the Calabrian retired to Constantinople, 
where his smooth and specious manners intro- 
duced him to the favour of the great domestic 
and the emperor. The court and the city were 
involved in this theological dispute, which 
flamed amidst the civil war ; but the doctrine 
of Barlaam was disgraced by his flight and 
apostacy ; the palamites triunvphed ; and their 
adversary, the ploitriarch John of Apri, was do- 
posed by the consent of the adverse factions of 
the state. In the character of emperor and 
theologian, Gantacuzene presided in the synod 
of the Greek church, which established, as an 
article of faith, the uncreated light of mount 
Thabor ; and, after so many insults, the reason 
of mankind was slightly wounded by the addi* 
tion of a single absurdity. Many rolls of pa- 
per or parchment have been blotted ; and the 
impenitent sectaries who refused to subscribe 
the orthodox creed, were deprived of the ho- 
nours of christian burial ; but in the next age 
the question was forgotten; nor can I learn 
that the axe or the faggot were employed for 
the extirpation of the barlaamite heresy/ 

For the conclusion of this chapter, I have re- 
served the Genoese war, which shook the throne 

* See Cantacniciic (L ii, c. S9, 40, 1. iv, c. S, », S4, S6) tnd Nic 
Gregoru (1* », c. 10, 1. zt, S, 7, Ac.) whoM lut booki,ffom th« ninc- 
tecath to iht twenty* fourth, trc almost confined to t tnbjeet so inteiw 
■sting to the tnthors. BoWin (in Vit Nic. Gregtrs), from the fin^^ 
liihcd booU, and Fabricios (Bibliot Grxc. tom. z, p. 4ea-47S>, or 
rather Montfan9on, from the Hit. of the Colslin library, have added 
some hcU and doeamcnfs 



382 ^"B* DICUMB AMD FALL 

CHAP. ofCtntacnzene, and betrayed the debility of tlie 
LxiiL Greek empire. The Genoese, who, after the 
j^f^,,,2^iJ recovery of Constantinople, were seated in the 
thi"G^o- »«*>*"'bof Peraor Gaiata, received that honour- 
ete at able fief from the bounty of the emperor. They 
OaJauy were indulged in the use of their laws and magi- 
lur]^^' strates; but they submitted to the duties of vas- 
sals and subjects : the forcible word ofhegemeti' 
was borrowed from the Latin jurisprudence ; 
and their /MMfef/a^ or chief, before he entered on 
his office, saluted the emperor vnth loyal ac- 
clamations and vows of fidelity. Genoa sealed 
a firm alliance with the Greeks ; and, in a case 
' of a defensive war, a supply of fifty empty gal- 
lies, and a succour of fifty gailies completely 
armed and manned, was promised by the re- 
public to the empire. In the revival of a naval 
force, it was the aim of Michael Palaeologus to 
deliver himself from a foreign aid ; and his vi- 
gorous government contained the Genoese of 
Gaiata within those limits which the insolence 
of wealth and freedom provoked them to ex- 
ceed. A sailor threatened that they should 
soon be masters of Constantinople, and slew the 
Greek who resented this national afiront ; and 
an armed vessel, after refusing to salute the pa- 
lace, was guilty of some acts of piracy in the 
Black sea. Their countrymen threatened to 
support their cause ; but the long and open vil- 
lage of Gaiata was instantly surrounded by the 
imperial troops; till in the moment of the ' 

* Pachymcr (I. ▼, c. 10) ?cry properly expliiiu lufmc (I^r<M)bj *^ 
Hm oae of the M words in the Greek aod Latin of the ftvdal tuMt aty 
be amply understood from the Gloisarica of Dnetnfe (Chrmc p. Uif 
sis, Latin, torn. iv» p. 100-111). 
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ansaalt^ the prostrate Genoese implored the chap. 
clemency of their sovereign. The defenceless ^"' 
situation which secured their obedience, expos- 
ed them to th^ attack of their Venetians rivals, 
vrho, in the reign of the elder Andronicus, pre- 
sumed to violate the majesty of the throne. On 
the approach of their fleets, the Genoese, with 
their families and effects, retired into the city : 
their empty habitations were reduced to ashes; 
and the feeble prince, who had viewed the de- 
struction of his suburb, expressed his resent- 
ment, not by arms, but by ambassadors. This 
misfortune, however, was advantageous to the 
Genoese, who obtained, and imperceptibly a- 
bused, the dangerous licence of surrounding 
Galata with a strong wall ; of introducing into 
the ditch the waters of the sea ; of erecting lofty 
turrets ; and of mounting a train of military ' 
engines on the rampart The narrow bounds 
in which they had been circumscribed, were 
insufficient for the growing colony ; each day 
they acquired some addition of landed proper- 
ty ; and the adjacent hills were covered with 
their villas and castles, which they joined and 
protected by new fortifications.* The naviga- 
tion and trade of the Euxine was the patrimony 
of the Greek emperors, who commanded the 
narrow entrance, the gates, as it were, of that 
inland sea. In the reign of Michael Palaeolo- 
gos, their prerogative was acknowledged by the 

■ The ctteblUlmeBt and progrctf of tke GciMCie at P»im, or Gftlata, 
fo dcMribcd by Dv«ftiigc (C. P. Cbriftbat, 1. i, p. «8, 60) fnm the 
By nntliic hU toriau, Pachymer (1. ii, c. t5, L ▼• !•» te, L is, K, I sll» 
6, 0) Nicephwas Oregons (L v, c 4, 1. vi, c. 11« I. ii, e. ft, 1. j4» c« >• 
L «▼, «. 1, 9)t and Caatacnicac 0* U ^ ^h 1« ilf c 19, *c)« * 
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CHAP. Bujtan of Egypt, who solicited and obtained the 
,.^,"!.J'berty of sending an annual ship for the pur- 
pose of slaves in Circassia and the Lesser Tar- 
tary ; a liberty pregnant with mischief to the 
' christian cause ; since these youths were trans- 
forhied by education and discipline into the 
^»*»' fornrldable Mamalukes/ Trom the colony of 
.Pera, the Genoese engaged with superior advan- 
tage in the lucrative trade of the Black sea; and 
their industry supplied the Greeks with fish and 
com ; two articles of food almost equally im- 
portant to a superstitious people. The spon- 
taneous bounty of nature appears tohavebestow- 
ed the harvests of the Ukraine, the produce of 
a rude and savage husbandry; and the endless 
exportation of salt fish and caviar is annually 
renewed by the enormous sturgeons that are 
caught at the mouth of the Don or Tanais, in 
their last station of the rich mud and shallow 
water of the M aeotis.' The waters of the Oxus, 
the Caspian, the Volga, and the Don, opened 
a rare and laborious passage for the gems and 
spices of India ; and, after three months march, 
the caravans of Carizme met the Italian vessels 
in the harbours of Crimaea/ These various 

^ Both Ptchymer 0« ^t c. 9, 4, 6) and Nic. Gregoru (L iv, c 7), 
onderttaiid And deplore the effects of this dangeroos indalgeoce^ ^- 
ban, sultan of Egypt, himself a Tartar, but a deroiit ■nwwiHMB, 
obtained from the children of 2infis the permisaion to baild a sutdy 
mosch in the capital of Crimea (de Ontgnct, Hist des Hnss, ton* ui, 
p. S4I). 

' Chardin (Yoyaget en Perw, t6m. i, p. 48) wai asnucd at C4A, 
.that these fishes Were sometimes twenty-fonr or twenty-dz feet long, 
weighed eight or nine hundred pounds, and yielded three or fimr qvia- 
tals of caWar. The com of the Boiphonis had svpplicd the Athraiim 
hi the time of Demosthenes. 

' Do Gwigses, Hist des Hnos, torn. iU, p. US, S44. iTiaggi « 
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branches of trade were monopolised by the di- chav. 
ligence and power of the Genoese. Their rivals ^ ,,,,.,/,. 
of Venice and Pisa were forcibly expelled ; the 
natives were awed by the castles and cities, 
which arose on the foundations of their humble 
factories ; and their principal establishment of ^ 
Cafia^ was besieged without effect by the Tar- 
tar powers. Destitute of a navy, the Greeks 
were oppressed by these haughty merchants, 
who fed or famished Constantinople, according 
to their interest. They proceeded to usurp the 
customs, the fishery, and even the toll, of the 
Bosphorus ; and while they derived from these 
objects a revenue of two hundred thousand 
pieces of gold, a remnant of thirty thousand was 
reluctantly allowed to the emperor .• The co- 
lony of Pera or Galata acted, in peace and war, 
as an independent state; and, as it will happen 
in distant settlements^, the Genoese podesta too 
often forgot that he was the servant of his ovin 
masters. 

These usurpations were encouraged by the xheic war 
weakness of the elder Andronicus, and by the ^'<*» «'»« 
civil wars that afflicted his age and the minority €37^*^ 
of his grandson. The talents of Cantacuzene '!!^\ut, 
were employed to the ruin, rather than the re- 
storation of the empire; and after his domestic 

Rambtio, torn, i, fol. 400. Bat thU land or water cvriage could only 
be practicable when Tartary wai united under a wise and powerfU 
monarch. 

** Nic. Oregorai (1. xiii, c. IS) ii judicious and well informed on the 
trade and coloniea of the Black tea. Chardin detcribet the present 
ruins of Cafla, where, in fortj days, he saw above 400 sail employed m 
the corn and fish trade (Voyages en Perse, t«m* i, p. 40^X 

* See Nic. Gregoras, 1. xfii, c. 1« ' 
VOL. XI. C C 



0»»*^0^»^0 ' 



S86 THE 0ECUNK iIND MU 

CHAP. \\cXtfi^y Ive wan cotidetnited to m igBonriDioiui 
, trial, whether tbe Grec^ks or the Genoese should 
reign in Constalititaople. Tfaemel-dfaantsof Pera 
were offended by his refusal of some contiguous 
lands, some ^ommatidin^ he%fal8» which th^y 
proposed to cover witii new fortifications ; and in 
the absence of the emptor, who was detaifked at 
Demotica by sickness, they Tenttrt^d to brave the 
debility of a female reign. A Byzantine vessel, 
which had presumed to fish at the month of the 
harbonl", was sunk by these audacious stMn-' 
gers ; the fishermen were murdered. Instead 
of suing for pardon, the Genoese demanded sa- 
tisfaction ; required, in an haughty strain, that 
the Greeks should renounce the exerciBe of nar 
vigation ; and encountered with regular arms the 
first sallies of the popular indignation. They 
instantly occupied the debateable land; and by 
the labour of a whole people, of either sex and 
of every age, the wall was raised, and the ditch 
was sunk, with incredible speed. At the same 
time, they attacked and burnt two Byzantine 
gillies ; while the three others, the remainder 
of the imperial navy, escaped from their hands: 
the habitations without the gates, or along the 
shores, were pillaged and destroyed ; and the 
care of the regent, of the empress Irene, was 
confined to the preservation of the city. The 
return of Cantacuzene dispelled the public con- 
sternation ; the emperor inclined to peacefal 
counsels ; but he yielded to the obstinacy of bis 
enemies, w*ho rejected all reasonable terms, and 
to the ardotif of his strbjects, who threatened, 
in the style of scripture, to break them in pieces 
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like a potter's vessel. Yet they reluctantly chap. 
paid the taxes, that be imposed for the con- ,hf}}}j.^ 
struction of ships, and the expences of (he war; 
and as the two nations were roasters, the one ' 
of the land, the other of the sea, Constantinople 
and Pera were pressed by the evils of a mutu^ 
siege. The merchants of the colony, who had 
believed that a few days would terminate the 
war, already murmured at their losses ; the sui^ 
cours from their mother- country were delayed 
by the faictions of Genoia ; aad the most cauti- 
ous embraced the opportunity of a Rhodian 
vessel to remove their families and effects from 
the scene of hostility. In the springs the By- Desirue. 
zantioe fleet, sevai gallies and a train of smaller K^tT ^^ 
vessels, issued from the mouth of the hubour^ a.d.is49 
and stewed in a single line along the shore of 
Fera ; unsikilfully presenting their sides to the 
Veaks of the adverse squadron. The crews 
were composed of peasants and mechanics ; nor 
was 'their ignorance compensated by the native 
courage of barbarians : the wind was strong 
the waives were rough ; and no sooner did the 
Greeks perceive a distant and inactive enemy^ 
than tiiey leaped headlong jiuto the sea, from ^ 
4out)tfuly to an inevitable peri). The troops 
Uuvt mardhed to the attache <>f ,tbe lines of Pera 
were struck, at the siaineimjoinent, with a similar 
panic; and ithe iGenoese were astonished, and 
^Jmost ashamed, at their double victory. Their 
triumpbant vessels, crowned with flowers, and 
dragging after them the captive gallies, repeat- 
edly passed and repassed before the palace : the 
only virtue of the emperor was patience; and 
the hope of revenge his sole consolation. Y^t 
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CHAP, the distress of both parties interposed a tempo- 
V5L"' rary agreement ; and the shame of the empire 
was disguised by a thm yeil of dignity and 
power. Summoning the chiefs of the colony, 
Cantacuzene affected to despise the trivial ob- 
ject of the debate ; and, after a mild reproof, 
most liberally granted the lands, which had 
been previously resigned to the seeming custody 
of his officers/ 

▼Setorr But the emperorwas soon solicited to violate 
the treaty, and to join his arms with the Vene- 



tiuJand' tians, the perpetual enemies of Genoa and her 
i^iTiMs. colonies. While he compared the reasons of 
Feb. It. peace and War, his moderation was provoked 
by a wanton insult of the inhabitants oi Pera, 
who discharged from their rampart a large stone 
that fell in the midst of Constantinople. On 
his just complaint, they coldly blamed the .im- 
prudence of their engineer ; but the next day 
the insult was repeated, and they exulted in a 
second proof that the royal city was not beyond 
the reach of their artillery. Cantacuzene in- 
stantly signed his treaty with the Venetians; 
but the weight of the Roman empire was 
scarcely felt in the balance of these opulent and 
powerful republics.* From the straits of Gib^- 
raltar to the mouth of the Tanais, their fleets 
encountered each other with various success ; 
and a memorable battle was fought in the nai^- 

* The cventi pf this wmr are related by Cantacome (I. It, e. II) 
with obtctirity and coafotion, and by Nic. Gregorat (L zvii, c 1*7; in 
a clear and honcit narrative. The priest wai lets reiponiible than the 
prince for the defeat of the fleet. 

* The second war is darkly told by CantacvicDe (1. tv, c 18, p. M, 
Si, aS'SS), wbo wishes to disgiuie wbat he dares not deny. I Ngret 
th'is part ef Nic. Greroras, mhich is stiU in Ms. at Paris * 
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row. sea, under the walls of Gonstanttnople. It chap. 
would not be an easy task to reconcile the ac-,^,^,^^, 
counts of the Greeks, the Venetians, and the 
Genoese;' and while I depend on the narrative 
of an impartial historian,^ I shall borrow from 
each nation the facts that redound to their own 
disgrace, and the honour of their foes. The 
Venetians, with their allies the Catalans, had 
the advantage of number; and their fleet, with 
the poor addition of eight Byzantine gallies, 
amounted to seventy-five sail : the Genoese did 
not exceed sixty-four ; but, in those times, their 
ships of war were distinguished by the supe- 
riority of their size and strength. The names 
and families of their naval commanders, Pisani 
and Doria, are illustrious in the annals of their 
country; but the personal merit of the former 
was eclipsed by the fame and abilities of his 
rival. They engaged in tempestuous weather; 
and the tumultuary conflict was continued from 
the dawn to the extinction of light. The ene- 
mies of the Genoese applaud their prowess ; 
the friends of the Venetians are dissatisfied with 
their behaviour: but all parties agree in praising 
the skill and boldness of the Catalans, who, 
with many wounds, sustained the brunt of the 
action. On the separation of the fleets, the 
event might appear doubtful ; but the thirteen 



' Maratori (Annali d^Italia, torn, xii, p. 144), referi to th« 
ancient Chronicles of Venice (Careiinni, the continuator of Andrew 
Dandnlns, torn, xii, p. 421, 422) and Genoa (George Stella, Annalcf, 
Oennenscsy torn, xvii, p. 1001, 1002); both which I have diligently 
contnlted in his great Collections of the Historians of Italy. 

* See tlie Chronicle of Matteo Villan» of Florence, 1. ii, c. €0, 60, 
p. 146-147, c. 74, 75, p. U6, 167, in Muratori*8 Collection, tom. 
xif. 
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CHAP. Gesoese gallies^ that had betu aniik or taken^ 
^^ ^ were compensated by a double loss of the al- 



lies ; of fourteen Venetians, ten Catalans, and 
two Greeks ; and eren the grief of the oonquer* 
ors expressed the assurance and habit of more 
decisive victories. Pisani confessed his defeat, 
by retiring into a fortified harbour^ from whence, 
under the pretext of the orders 6f the senate, be 
steered with a broken add flying squadron fiMr 
the isle of Candia, add ahsindoned to his rirals 
the sovereignty of the sea. In a public epistle/ 
addressed to the d<^ and senate, Petrarch 
employs his eloquence to reconcile the mari- 
time powers, the two luminaries of Italy. The 
orator celebrates the valour and victory of the 
Genoese, the first of men in the exercise of na- 
val war : he drops a tear on the. misfortunes of 
their Venetian brethren ; but he exhorts them 
to pursue with fire and sword the base and pei^ 
fidious Greeks ; to purge the metropolis of the 
East from the heresy with which it was infect- 
ed. Deserted by their friends, the Greeks were 
treaty incapable of resistance ; and three months after 
empire,^ the battle, the emperor Cantacuzene solicited 
^*^ ^* and subscribed a treaty, which for ever banish- 
ed the Venetians and Catalans, and granted to 
the Genoese a monopoly of trade, and almost 
a right of dominion. The Roman empire (I 
smile in transcribing the name) might soon have 
sunk into a province of Genoa, if the ambitiou 

* The abM de Saode (Mcmoirct tor U Vie de PetnrqneytMi. iii,p. 
S57-863) tniDtlatei thU ktter, which he had copied from • aa. ia Ihc 
king of Fniiicc*t library. Though a ■enmt of the dokc of MOaa, Pe- 
trarch poan forth hit aitoniriimcBt and grief at the dcfettt and i 
of the Oenoete in the following year (p. tSft-Ut)4 



Their 
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oif the republic had not been checked by the chap. 

rain of her freedom and naval power. A long I, 

contest of one hundred and thirty years was 
determined by the triumph of Venice; and the 
factions of the Genoese compelled them to seek 
for domestic peace under the protection of a 
foreign lord, the duke of Milan, or the French 
king. Yet the spirit of commerce survived that 
of conquest ; and the colony of Pera still awed 
the capital and navigated the Euxine, till it 
wa« involved by the Turks in the final servitude 
of CSonstantinople itself. 
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CHAP. LXIV. 

Co9iqu€JiU o/Zingis Khan end the Mogtdsfram 
China to Poland. — Escape of CoHstantmople 
andUte GreeJcs,— Origin of the Ottoman Turks 
in Bithynia, — Reigns and victories ofOthmum^ 
Orchan^ Amuraih the firsts and Bajazet the 
first.^^ Foundation and progress of the T^trk" 
ish monarchy in Asia and Europe. — Danger 
of Constantinople and the Greek empire. 

From the petty quarrels of a city and her 
suburbs, from the cowardice and discord of the 
falling Greeks, I shall now ascend to the vic- 
torious Turks; whose domestic slavery was en« 
nobled by martial discipline, reli^ous eotfausi« 
asm, and the ^nergy of the national character. 
The rise and progress of the Ottomans, the pre- 
sent sovereigns of Constantinople, are connect- 
ed with the most important scenes of modern 
history ; but they are founded on a previous 
knowledge of the great eruption of the Moguls 
and Tartars ; whose rapid conquests may be 
compared with the primitive convulsions of na- 
ture, which have agitated and altered the sur- 
face of the globe. I have long since asserted 
my claim to introduce the nations, the imme- 
diate or remote authors of the fall of the Roman 
empire ; nor can I refuse myself to those events^ 
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which, from their uncommon magnitude, will chap. 
interest a philosophic mind in the history of ^^^^- 
blood.- 

From the spacious highlands between China, ^^z^ 
Siberia, and the Caspian sea, the tide of ami- first em- 
grationand war has repeatedly been poured. 5*eM^ 
These ancient seats of the Huns and Turks ^^^^l"^^ 
were occupied in the twelfth century by many J^**^ 
pastoral tribes of the same descent and simi- 
lar manners, which were united and led to 
conquest by the formidable Zingis. In this 
ascent to greatness, that barbarian (whose pri- 
vate appellation was Temugin) had trampled 
on the neck3 of hii^ equals. His birth was 
noble ; but it was in the pride of victory, that . 
the prince or people deduced his seventh an* ^ 
cestor from the immaculate conception of a 
virgin. His father had reigned over thirteen 
hordes, which composed about thirty or forty 
thousand families : above two-thirds refused to 
pay tithes or obedience to his infant son ; and 
at the age of thirteen, Temugin fought a bat- 
tle against his rebellious subjects. The future 
conqueror ofAsia was obliged to fly and to obey; 
but he rose superior to his fortune, and in his 
fortieth year he had established his fame and do- 
minion over the circumjacent tribes. In a state 
of society, in which policy is rude and valour is 
universal, the ascendant of one man must be 
founded, on his power and resolution to punish 

' The 'reader is iiifited to re?iew the ehtpten of the fourth and 
sixth vo]uiii<<s; thepmannen of pastoral nations^ the conquests of AttOa 
and the Htfns, which were composed at a time when I entertained the 
wish, rather than the hope, of concluding my hiftory. 
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CHAP, hki enemiei and recompence his friends. His 
,,,^^^/^ first military leagne was ratified by the simple 
rites of sacrificing an horse, and tasting of a run- 
ning stream; Temugin pledged himself to di?ide 
with his followers the sweets and the bitters of 
life ; and when he had shared among them his 
horses and apparel, he was rich in their grati- 
tude and his own hopes. After his first victory 
he placed seyenty chaldrons on the fire» and 
seventy of the most guilty rebels were cast head- 
(long into the boiling water. The sphere of his 
attraction was continually enlarged by the ruin 
of the proud and the submission of the prudent; 
and the boldest chieftains might tremble, when 
they beheld, enchased in siWer, the skull of the 
khan of the Keraites ;^ who, under the name of 
Prester John, had corresponded with the Ro- 
man pontiff and the princes of Europe. The 
ambition of Temugin condescended to employ 
the arts of superstition ; and it was Ifrom a 
naked prophet, who could ascend to hearen 
on a white horse, that he accepted the title of 
Zingis,* the mo^^^rMf; and a diTine right to 

^ The kbant of the Kenutet w«re nott probdily iBCtpaMc of raad- 
ivf tl»e iiOBpow epbtkt c«MpMc4 ia tbrir b«iiic hy the octtoriaa aii- 
tionarics, who endowed them with the faboloiu wonden of an' Indiu 
kiofdem. Perhaps tfaeie Tartan (the presbyter or prieet John) had 
Mbwitiod to tilt «it«s «f baptuv tpd or^mtiofi (Awenif. BUit 
Orient, torn; iii, p. ii, p. 487^08). 

* Since the history and tragedy of Toltaire, G«vif, ttlcnat m Fktadi, 
•eemt to N «qm teUomhk spetiinf -, ihnt Abnlghud ghOTwfiwPP 
known the tme name of his ancestor. His etymology appeals jwt: 
£ii^uith«IIogidtongne,9ignific9|7V«f, lUMlfMistheimpcfiatifO tti^ 
mtnation (Hist. Gcnealogique dei Tatan, part ui, p. IM, 198> Vra 
the came ides of mifliitnde, Uie appdUtion of ^ngit is bcelowcA m 
theoeeaa. ^^ 
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the conquest and dominion of the earth. In a chap. 
genera) couroultai^ ordiet, be was seated on a^ 
felt, which was long afterwards reyered as a 
relig, and solemnly proclaimed grpat khan, or 
emperor of the Moguls' and Tartars.* Of 
these kindred, though rival names, the former 
bad given birth to the imperial race ; and the 
latter has been extended by accident or error 
over the spacious wilderness of the north. 

The code of laws which Zingis dictated to 
his subjects was adapted to the preservation of 
domestic peace, and the exercise of foreign hos- 
tility. The punishment of death was inflicted 
on the crimes of adultery, murder, perjury, and 
the capital thefts of an horse or ox ; and the 
fiercest of men were mild and just in their in- 
tercourse with each other. The future electioR 
of the great khan was vested in the princes of 
his family and the heads of the tribes ; and the 
regulations of the chace were essential to the 
pleasures and plenty of a Tartar camp. The 
victorious nation was held sacred from aH ser- 
vile labours^ which were abandoned to slaves 
and strangers ; aiid every labour was servile 
except the profession of arms. The service 
and discipline of the troopsi who were armed 

* The name of Mopib lui previilcd •nong thejOrienUli, and atill 
adheres to the titular •ofereign, the great Mogul of Hindoitan. 

* The Tartars (mow pva^ly TMan) were deicended from Tatar 
Kbaa the brother of Megnl Khan (fee AhfUfhaii, part i and iiX and 
once formed an horde of 70,000 families on the berden of ILitay 
(p. lOS-lia). In the great innuion of Europe (a. o. 1^18) they 
seem to have led Ihe wm^nard; aad the ahmUtttde of the mmt of 
TuHm^ i>mMiiidii that df Titan to lh« XidhM (Matt. Bui^ p. 
tOS, Ac. 
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CHAP. ^^ bows, scymetarSy and iron maces, and diirid- 
Lxiv. 0(] i)y hundreds, thousands, and ten thousands, 
'were the institutions of a veteran comn»ander. 
Each officer and soldier was made responsible, 
under pain of death, for the safety and honour 
of his companions ; and the spirit of conquest 
breathed in the law, that peace should never be 
granted unless to a vanquished and suppliant 
enemy. But it is the religion of Zingis that 
best deserves our wonder and applause. The 
catholic inquisitors of Europe, who defended 
nonsense by cruelty, might have been confound- 
ed by the example of a barbarian, who antici- 
pated the lessons of philosophy,' and establish- 
ed by his laws a system of pare theism and 
perfect toleration. His first and only article of 
faith was the existence of one God, the author 
of all good ; who fills by his presence the hea- 
vens and the earth, which he has created by his 
power. The Tartars and Moguls were addicted 
to the idols of their peculiar tribes ; and many 
of them had been converted by the foreign mis- 
sionaries to the religions of Moses, of Mahomet, 
and of Christ. These various system^, in free- 
dom and concord, were taught and practised 
within the precincts of the same camp ; and the 
Bonze, the Iman, the Rabbi, the Nestorian and 
the Latin pnest, enjoyed the same honourable 
exemption from service and tribute: in the 
mosch of Bdchara, the insolent victor might 



f A tiagolar confomity may be ibud b tt n tm Ihe idigioas lant cf 
ifiiiCii K haD and of Mr. Locke (GoinUtalkwof Gkrattn, in \Sm works, 
val. if, o. iM, 4to. cditioB, 1777). 
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trample the koran under his horse's feet, but chap. 

IaXIV 

the calin legislator respected the prophets and ^^^,^,\,. 
pontiffs of the most hostile sects. The reason 
of Zingis was not informed by books; the khan 
could neither read nor -write; and^ except the 
tribeoftheTgours,thegreatestpartoftheMoguls 
and Tartars were as illiterate as their sovereign. 
The memory of their exploits was presjerved 
by tradition : sixty-eight years after the death 
of Zingis, these traditions were collected and 
transcribed ;• the brevity of their domestic an- 
nals may.be supplied by the Chinese;* Persians/ 

* Id the year ISM, by the command of CauOi khan of Persia, the 
foarth iu descent from Zingis. From these traditions, his vizir Fad- 
lallab composed a Mogul history in the Persian language, which has 
been osed by Petit de la Croix (Hist, de Genghiican, |r.6S7-539). The 
Hiatoire Genealogiqne des Tatars (d Leyde, 1726, in 12mo. 2 tomes) 
was translated by the Swedish prisoners in Siberia from the Mogul Msr 
of Abolgasi Bahadur Khan, a descendant of Zingis, who reigned over 
the Usbecks of Charaism, or Carizme (a. d. 1644- 166S). He is of most 
value and credit for the names, pedigrees, and manners, of his nation. 
Of his nine parts, the first descends from Adam to Mogul Khan ; the 
second, from Mogul to. Zingis \ the third is the life of Zingis ; the 
fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh, the general history of his four sons 
and their posterity; the eighth and ninth, the partiifnlar history of 
the descendants of Sheibani Khan, who reigned in Maurenahar and 
Charasm. 

^ Histoire de Gentchiscan, et de toute la Dinastie des Mongous sea 
Sncr.essenrs, Couqnerans de la Chine ; tir^e de FHistoire de la Chine, 
par le K^'P. Gaubil, de la Society de Jesus, Missionaire 4 Pckin ; i 
Paris, 1739, in 4to. This translation !• stamped with the Chiqasc cha- 
racter of domestic accuracy ^nd foreign ignerante. 

' See the Histoire dn Grand Genghutean, premier Empereur des Mo- 
gols et Tartares, par M. Petite de la Croix, k Piris, 1710, ia 12mo - 
a work of ten years lahKonr, chiefly drawn frnm the Persian writers, 
among whom Nisavi, the secretary of saltan Geialeddin, has the merit 
and prejudices of a contemporary. A slight air of romance is the fkult 
of the originals, or the compiler. Sec likewise the articles of Gi»- 
gMzcoR, Jtfeibammcd. CdslMm^ *c. in the Bibliotheque Orientalc of . 
d'Herbelot 



rn tmeuan am© wax 
CHAP Anneman.* Syrian.,' Arabians,- Greeki^-W 
Liiv. gians,* Poles.' Hungarians," and LaUns,' and 

« nritbmw, w Aitfcflw^ ■■ AhmoUb prince, Mid aftcravrii • 
Xutrf in th. FrenA hiVNT W. book d« T«r^ to «W «tow- 
tiM N.T11. OrkU of Simon Gryo«M (Bt«l,.166S, m folw). 

ninth d'nMty of AbDlpb.r.fl« (».«. Po.o«k. ^ "^J!^„ 
..4 M. iMith dvaotr is thnt of tke Mofal* of Pei»i». *««»«nw 
S!b.S."?err. ?i) ha. e^ljacted .o»e f.c. fr^ Sj^ 
writings mod the lire, of the Jacobite maphrww, or prmatei of « 



- A»oof the AnibU», i> Ung«»g« •«» religion, we ma, ^«'^^ 
Abulfeda. .ultan of Hamah in Syria, who fought m penoo under the 
Mamaluke standard against the Moguls. 

• Nieephora. Gregora. (1. ii, c f, 6) kaa fttt lfc« »««^'^.;/^": 
neeting the Scythian and By-ntine ^^^Jl^^"^^^^ 
ud elegance the settlement and mmntn of the MoguU rf ^f«»» «J* 
he I. igSLt ot their orlghi, and ommpt. th. name, tf Z«f«. «- h* 



• M.Le^esque(Histoire de Ruisie, to«. ii) ^^^^^^^^T^ 
quest of Rnuia by the Turtan, from the putriurch Nicon, mud the old 
chronicles. 

F For Poland, I am content with the Sarmatia AsiaUca et Europem 
of Matthew a Michon, or de Michovia, a canon and physician rf" Cra- 
cow (A. D. 1606) inserted in the Novus Orbis of Grynaeos. Fabnc 
Bibliot. Latin, mcdiss et infim» JEiatis, tonu v, p. 46. 

1 I should quote Thnroc»ui, the oldest general hUtortan (pars ii, 
c. 74, p. 160), in the first tolume of the Scriptore. Rcrum Hungan. 
carun, did not the same volume contain the original narrauve of a con- 
temporary, an eye witness, and a saflerer (M. Rogerii, Hungan, Va- 
mliensis Capituli Canonici, Carmen uiiserabile, sen Histon* toper 
DMlructsonc Rogni Hungariuj, Temporibns Bel« iv, Regii per Tar- 
tares facta, p. Mtt^Ml): the best picture that 1 ha^e ever seen of aU 
the circnmstaaoes of a barbaric iuTaaion. 

' Matthew ParU lms«pM«»tfld, from authentic document^ the dan- 
g«. ami ^i»i. of Bi-«P« (oowolt the wom Xcfiori i>^ »»*. copious Ii^ 
des). ftom molffen of »ealA«i. curiosity^ the court of the r«* "»"» 
in the thifflemiih oentury was Tisitod by Xmo frUw, John de Fiano 
ilarptei, mid WilMui Bulsmqwi, and by Marco Polo, a Venet«« ^o- 
tiemea. TOeI**mrtliglo» of the two tfotm«*re inserted « the fi^ 
volome of Hackluyt ; the Italian original or Tersion of the Uuf* (,*aD- 
ric. Bibliot. Latin, medii -firi, tom. ii, p. 198, torn, t, p. ») may Do* 
found in the second tome of Ramusio. 
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e«ch natton irill deselre credit in tba relation cha p. 
of their own disasters and defeats/ .A',^!^'.. 

The arms of Zing^is and his lieutenants sue- lovuion 
cessively reduced the hordes of the desert, who a^^isio- 
pitched their tents between the wall of China ^^^^' 
and the Volga ; and the Mognl emptor became 
the monarch of the pastoral world, the lord of 
many millions of shepherds aad soldiers^ who 
felt their united strength, and were impatient 
to rush on the mild and wealthy climates of the 
south. His ancestors had beea the tribataiies 
of the Chinese emperors ; and Temugin hitUMlf 
had been disgraced by a title of honour and 
servitude. The court of Pekin was astonished 
by an embassy from its former vassal, who> in 
the tone of the kiug of nations, exacted the 
tribute and obedience which he had paid, and 
who affected to treat the mm cfhemeh as the 
most contemptible of mankind. An haughty 
answer disguised their secret apprehensions ; 
and their fears were soon justified by the march 
of innumerable squadrons, who pierced on all 
sides the feeble rampart of the great wall. 
Ninety cities were stormed, or Starved, by the 
Moguls; ten only escaped ; and Zitigis, from a 
knowledge of the filial prety of the Chinese, co 
vered his vanguard with their Captive parents; 
an unworthy, and by tlegreeb a fhiitless, abuse 
of the virtue of his enemies. His invasion was 

' In hii freat hiitory of the Hiidi, M. de Oif1gv«i has mott amply 
treated of Ziiifit Khan and hb incceMori. See ton. iti| 1. xv-xix, and 
•n the collateral articles of the Seljnkiaiis of Rotttii, ton. ii, I. xi, the 
CariEuiianp, 1. xW, and the Mtmalnkes, torn. W, 1. xxi : consalt Hfce- 
wist the tables of the first Tolume. He is ever leaned and accnrate; ^ 
yet I am only indebted to him for a general Tiew, and some passmvt 
•f Abulfcda, which are stiU latent in the Arabic text 
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GHAp. supported by the revolt of an handred thousand 
^^^•^Khitans, who guarded the frontier : yet he list- 
ened to a treaty ; and a princess of China, three 
thousand horses, five hundred youths, and aft 
many yirgius, and a tribute of gold and silk, 
' were the price of his retreat. In his second 
expedition, he compelled the Chinese enjperor 
to retire beyond the Yellow river to a more 
southern residence. The siege of Pekin^ was 
long and laborious : the inhabitants were re- 
duced by famine to decimate and devour their 
fellow citizens; when their ammunition was 
spent, they discharged ingots of gold and silver 
from their engines : but the Moguls introduced 
a mine to the centre of the capital; and the con- 
flagration of the palace burnt above thirty days. 
China was desolated by Tartar war and do- 
mestic faction ; and the five northern provinces 
were added to the empire of Zingis. 
or Cans- In the west, lie touched the dominions of 
mil^ Mohammed, sultan of Carizme, who reigned 
mid Per- from the Pcrsiau gulf to the borders of India 
A.D.1S18. ^nd Turkestan ; and who, in the proud imita- 
tion of Alexander the great, forgot the servitude 
and ingratitude of his fathers to the house of 
Seljuk. It was the wish of Zingis to establish 
a friendly and commercial intercourse with the 
most powerful of the, Moslem princes ; nor 
could he be tempted by the secret solicitations 

* More properly Yen kwg, an ancient city; whose mina ftiJI appear 
tome fnrlongs to the looth-east of the modem Pekm^ which was built 
by Cnblai Khan (Gabel, p. 146). Peeking and Nan-king are Tacac 
titles, the coiirU of the north and of the tooth. The identity aad 
change of namet perplex the mott tkilfol readert of the Cliincac fc«^ 
graphy (p. 177). 
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of the caliph of Bagdad, who sacrificed to his chap. 
personal wrongs the safety of the church and_^^^^*^^ 
state. A rash and inhuman deed provoked and 
justified the Tartar arms in the invasion of the 
southern Asia. A caravan of three ambassa 
dors and one hundred and fifty merchants was 
arrested and murdered at Otrar, by the com- 
mand of Mohammed ; nor was it till after a 
demand and denial of justice, till he had pray- 
ed and fasted threie nights on a mountain, that 
the Mogul emperor appealed to the judgment 
of God and his sword. Our European battles; 
says a philosophic writer,"* are petty skirmishes, 
if compared to the numbers that have fought 
and fallen in the fields of Asia. Seven hun- 
dred thousand Moguls and Tartars are said to 
have marched under the standard of Zingis and 
his four sons. In the vast plains that extend 
to the north of the Sihon or Jaxartes, they were 
encountered by four hundred thousand soldiers 
of the sultan ; and in the first battle, which was 
suspended by the night, one hundred and sixty 
thousand Carizmians were slain. Mohammed 
was astonished by the multitude and valour of 
his enemies : he withdrew from the scene of 
danger, and distributed his troops in the fron- 
tier towns ; trusting that the barbarians, invin- 
cible in the field, would b6 repulsed by the 
length and difficulty of so many regular sieges.' 
But the prudence of Zingis had formed a body 
of Chinese engineers, skilled in the mechanic 

" M. de Voltaire, Essai sur THistoiie Gcoeralt;, torn, iii, c. 60, p. S» 
Hit account of Ziogif and the Moguls coDtaint, as uiual, much gtnerid 
iense and trntb, with tome particular Errors. 
YOU XI. p d 
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CHAP, arts^ informed perhaps of the secret of gun- 
..**-^.*l* powder, and capable, under his discipline, of 
attacking a foreign country with more vigour 
and success than they had defended their own. 
The Persian historians will relate the sieges 
and reduction of Otrar, Cogende, Bochara, 
Samarcand, Carizme, Herat, Merou, Nisabour, 
Balch, anl Candahar ; and the conquest of the 
rich^ and populous countries of Transoxiana, 
Carizme, ana Chorasan. The destructive bos- 
tilies of Attila and the Huns have long since 
been elucidated by the example of Zingis and 
the Moguls ; and in this more proper place I 
shall be content to observe that, ftrom the Cas- 
pian to the Indus, they ruined a tract of many 
hundred miles, which was adorned with the ha- 
bitations and labours of mankind, and that five 
centuries have not been sufficient to repair the 
ravages of four years. The Mogul emperor en- 
couraged or indulged the fury of his tioops; 
the hope of future possession was lost in the 
ardour of rapine and slaughter ; and the cause 
of the war exasperated their native fierceness 
by the pretence of justice and revenge. The 
downfall and death of the sultan Mohammed, 
who expired unpitied and alone, in a desert 
island of the Caspian sea, is a poor atonement 
for the calamities of which he was the author. 
Could theCarizmian empire have been saved by 
a single hero, it would have been saved by his 
son Gelaleddin, whose active valour repeatedly 
checked the Moguls in the career of victory. 
Retreating, as he fought, to the banks of the 
Indus, he was oppressed by their innumerable 



of tHB KOMAN KMPIRE. 4Q5 

bout, iiH, ih the ladt tiiomeBt of desj^air, G^ela- chak 
l^ddin spunred his horse into the waves, swam ^^it. 
one of the broadest and most rapid rivers of*** '""' 
Asia, and extorted the admiration and applause 
of Zingis himself. It was in this camp that the 
Mogul conqueror yielded with reluctance to the 
murmurs of his weary and wealthy troops, ^^irho 
sighed for the enjoyment of their native land. 
Incumbered with the spoils of Asia, he slowly 
measured back his footsteps, betrayed some pity 
fot the misery of the vanquished, and declared 
his intention of rebuilding the cities which had 
been swept away by the tempest of his arms. 
After he had repassed theOxus and Jaxartes, he 
was joined by two generals, whom he had d^ 
tached with thirty thousand horse, to subdue the 
western provinces of Persia. They had trampled 
on the nations which opposed their passage, pe- 
netrated through thegates of Derbent, traversed 
the Volga and the desert, and accomplished the 
circuit of the Caspian sea, by an expedition 
which had never been attempted, and has ne- 
ver been repeated. The return of Zingis was 
signalized by the overthrow of the rebellious 
or independent kingdom of Tartary; and he His death, 
died in the fulness of years and glory, with^*^'*^^* 
his last breath exhorting and instructing his 
sons to achieve the conquest of the Chinese em* 
pire. 

The haram of Zingis was composed of five coiK^neits 
hundred wives and concubines; and of his nu- Jiu*^^ 
merous progeny, four sons, illustrious by their J^J,*]JJ^'^f 
birth and merit, exercised under their father the 2>ngi«, 
principal offices of peace and war. Toushi was liSs. 
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CHAF. his great huntsman, Zagatai' his judge. Octal 
Lxiv. ijjg minister, and Tuli his general; and their 
names and actions are often conspicuous in the 
history of his conquests. Firmly united for their 
own and the public interest, the three brothers 
and their families were content with dependent 
sceptres; and Octai, by general consent, was 
proclaimed great khan, or emperor of the Mo- 
guls and Tartars. He was succeeded by his son 
Gayuk, after whose death the empire devolved 
to his cousins Mangou and Cablai, the sons of 
Tuli, and the grandsons of Zingis. In the sixty- 
eight years of his four first successors, the Mo- 
gul subdued almost all Asia, and a large por- 
tion oC Europe. Without confining myself to 
the order of time, without expatiating on the 
detail of events, I shall present a general pic- 
ture of the progress of their arms ; i. In the east ; 
II. In the south; iii. In the west; and, iv. la 
^ the north. 
mMtbera '' ^^^^ **^® invasion of Zingis, China was 
fiiBpireor divided into two empires or dynasties of the 
Ao^SM. north and south ;^ and the difference of origin 
and interest was snipothed by a general confor- 
mity of laws, language, and national manners. 
The northern empire, which had been dismem- 

* Zagatai gmre hit name to his dominioos of M anrenahar, or Ttwth 
•oziaoa ; and the Mcgnls of Hindostan,who emigrated from thatcomi' 
try, are styled Zagataii by the Persians. This certain etymology, and 
the similar example of Uibek, Nogai, &c. may warn as not abeolntely 
to reject the derivations of a national from a personal name 

^ In Marco Polo, and the Oriental geographers, the names of Cathajr 
and Mangi distingnish the northern and southern empires, which, ftooa 
A. D. 1234 to lk79, were those of the great khan, and 9f the Chincac* 
Tbe search of Cathay, after Ciiipa had been found,, excited and miaWd 
ovr navigators of the siateeuih century, in their attempts to discovct 
the north east passage. 
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bered by Zingis, i7?as finally subdued seven chap. 
years after his death. After the loss of Pekin, ^*^^* 
the emperor had fixed his residence at Kaifong, 
a city many leagues in circumference^and which 
contained, according to the Chinese annals, 
fourteen hundred thousand families of inhabi- 
tants and fugitives. He escaped from thence 
with only seven horsemen, and made his last 
stand in a third capital, till at length the hope- 
less monarch, protesting his innocence and ac- 
cusing his fortune, ascended a funeral pile, and 
gave orders, that, as soon as he had stabbed 
himself, the fire should be kindled by his at- 
tendants. The dynasty of the S(mgy the native 
and ancient sovereigns of the whole empire, 
survived about forty-five years the fall of the 
northern usurpers; and the perfect conquest 
was reserved for the arms of Cublai. During 
this interval, the Moguls were often diverted by 
foreign wars ; and, if the Chinese seldom dared 
to meet their victors in the field, their passive 
courage presented an endless succession of 
cities to storm and of millions to slaughter. In 
the attack and defence of places, the engines of 
antiquity and the Greek fire were alternately 
employed : the use of gunpowder in cannon and 
bombs appears as a familiar practice;* and the 

* I depend on the kndwledge and fidelity of the Pere Oaubil, v ho 
tranilatet the Chinese text of the annals of the M&fnb or Yuen (p. 
71, 9S, 16t) \ but I am ignorant at what time these annals were eom- 
posed and published. The two ancles of Marco Polo, who served as 
engineers at the siege. of Siengiangfon (l.ii, c. 61, in Kamusio, tom«ii« 
See Oavbil. p. Ift6, 167), must have felt and related the effects of this 
destmctivc powder, and their silence is a weighty, and almost deci- 
•Ive objection. I entertain a suspicion that the recent discoYcry waa 
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CHAP, sieges were conducted by the M^JbtomiitaM^od 
j!^l^,\,Fr^nk% who had been liberally invited intp Um? 
aervice ^f Cublaju After passing the great rivev, 
t^^ troops and artillery were conveyed along a 
series of canSils^ till they invested the royal resi- 
dence of HaxQcheu, or Quinsay, in the country 
' of sijlk^th/^ moat delicioun climate of China. The 
empei;or» a defenceless youth, surrendered hw 
peri^on ^d sceptre ;, and^ before he waa sent in 
exile intp. Tartavy^ he struck nine tinxes the 
ground with hia forehead, to adore in prayer or 
2ntb^ . thanksgivuig the mercy of the great khan. Yet 
A.B.I279. jji^ ^ar (it was^now styled a rebellion) was still 
maintained in the southern provinces from Ham- 
chf ^ to Canton ; and the obstinate remnant of 
iqdepeQ|i)/mco* an4 hostility waa transported 
fron^ the laii4 to the sea. But when the fleet of 
tikfi Sang WM surrounded and oppressed by a 
9M()(9rioi armamenti their lajst champion leaped 
into UiA wavjes with his infant emperor in his 
avms». ''- It is ipore glorious," he cried, ** to 
'* die a prince, than to live a^ slave/' An hunr 
dred thousand Chinese imitated his example ; 
and the whn)^ empiie, from Tonkin to the great 
wjall, submitted to the dominion of Cublai 
His boundless ambition aspired to theconquest 
of Japan: his fleet was twice shipwrecked; 
and the lives of an hundred thousand Moguls 
and Chinese were sacrificed in the fruitless ex- 
pedition. But the circumjacent kingdoms, Co- 
carried from Europe to China bj the caravaBi of the Mecatfa ccBtnty, 
and falsely adopted aa an old national diPcoYery before the arrival of 
the Portuguese and Jetuita in the aixteenth. Yet the Pere Gnnbil 
■firma that the nte of gunpowder limt been kaown to tfct 
aboTo 1600 yeari 
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rea, Tonkin, Cocbinchina, F%u» Bengal, and chap. 
Thibet, were reduced in different d^rees of^^^'^, 
tribute and obedience by tbe effort or terror of 
bis arms. He explored the Indian ocean with 
a fleet of a thousand ships ; they sailed in sixty- 
eight days, most probably to the isle of Borneo, 
under the equinoctial line ; and though they 
returned not without spoil or glory, the emper- 
or was dissatisfied that the savage king had 
escaped from their hands. 

II. The conquest of Indostan by the Moguls %^^ 
was reserved in a later period for the house of empire 
Timour ; but that of Iran, or Persia, was a- caii^hL 
chieved by Holagou Khan, the grandon of Zin- ^•••"^ 
gis, the brother and lieutenant of the two suc- 
cessive emperors, Mangou and Cublai. I shall 
not enumerate the crowd of sultans, emirs, and 
atabeks, whom he trampled into dust; but the 
extirpation of the assassins, or Ismaelians* of 
Persia, may be consid'ered' as a service to man- 
kind. Among the hills to the south of the Cas- 
pian, these odious sectaries had reigned with 
impunity above an hundred and sixty years ; 
and their prince, or imam, established his lieu- 
tenant to lead and govern the colony of mount 
Libanus, so famous and formidable in the his- 
tory of the crusades.*'' With the fanaticism of 
the koran, the Ismaelians had blended the In- 
dian transmigration, and the visions of their own 

* AU that cm be koowo of tbe aMaiiiot of Persia aad Syria k 
pAored from tlM cupioai and efcn profate, emditioli of Mf . Falconet, 
in two mmmim reUd before tke Academy of loodHpUoni (torn, zrl^ p. 
137-170). 

^ The lunneliani of Syria, 40,000 aisaastDSy had acqnired, or Amdl- 
cd, ten catUci in die hilk above Toftoia. Abtfiit the year li80» thqr 
were extirpated by the Mamahihtt 
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THAp. prophets: and it was their first duty to devote 
....^, J., their souls and bodies in blind obedience to the 
vicar of God. The daggers of his missionaries 
were felt both in the East and West: the chris- 
tians and the Moslems enumerate, and perhaps 
multiply, the illustrious victims that were sac- 
rificed to the zeal, avarice, or resentment, of the 
old man (as he was corruptly styled) of the 
mountain. But these daggers, his only arms, 
were broken by the sword of Holagou, and not 
a vestige is left of the»enemie8 of mankind, ex* 
cept the word assassin^ which, in the most odi- 
ous sense, has been adopted in the languages 
of Europe. The extinction of the Abbassides 
cannot be indifferent to the spectators of their 
greatness and decline. Since the fall of their 
Seljukian tyrants, the caliphs had recovered 
their lawful dominion of Bagdad and the Ara- 
bian Irak ; but the city was distracted by 
theological factions, and the commander of the 
faithful was lost in a haram of seven huodred 
concubines. The invasion of the Moguls he 
encountered with feeble arms and haughty em- 
bassies. " On the divine decree," said the caliph 
M ostasem, '' is founded the throne of the sons 
'' of Abbas ; and their foes shall surely be de^ 
** stroyed in this world and in the next. Who 
** is this Holagou that dares to rise against 
" them ? If he be desirous of peace, let him in- 
" stantly depart from the sacred territory ; and 
** perhaps he may obtain from our clemency the 
'* pardon of his fault.'' This presumption was 
cherished by a perfidious vizir, who assured 
his master, that, even if the barbarians had en- 
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tered thC'City, the iiFomen and children, from chap. 
the terraces, would be. sufficient to overwhelm Lxiv. 
them with stones. But when Holagou touch- """"" 
ed the phantom, it instantly vanished into 
smoke. After a siege of two months, Bagdad 
was stormed and sacked by the Moguls ; and 
their savage commander pronounced the death 
of the caliph Mostasem, the last of the tem- 
poral successors of Mahomet; whose noble 
kinsmen, of the race of Abbas, had reigned in 
Asia above five hundred years. Whatever might 
be ^he designs of the conqueror, the holy cities 
of Mecca and Medina*" were protected by the 
Arabian desert ; but the Moguls spread beyond 
the Tigris and Euphrates, pillaged Aleppo and 
Damascus, and threatened to join the Franks in 
the deliverance of Jerusalem. Egypt was lost, 
had she been defended only by her feeble oflT- 
spring; but the Mamalukes had breathed in 
their infancy the keenness of a Scythian air; 
equal in valour, superior in discipline, they 
met the Mogujs in many a well fought field; 
and drove back the stream of hostility to the 
eastward of the Euphrates. But it overflowed, ofAn»- 
with resistless violence, the kingdoms of Arme- ^f^\^^ 
nia and Anatolia, of which the former was pos- mi. 
sessed by the christians, and the latter by the 
Turks. The sultans of Iconium opposed some 
resistance to the Mogul arms, till Azzadin 
sought a refuge among the Greeks of Constan- 
tinople, and his feeble successors, the last of 

* As a proof of the ignorance of the Chinese in foreign transactia/is, 
I lonst observe, that some of their historians extend the conqnests of 
Zingis himself to Medina, the country of Mahomet (Gaubil, p. 42). 
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CHAH. th^ Seljukkn dynasty^ were finally extirfmted 
y-^^' by the khans of Persia. 
ofKiptk' III. No spoBer bad Octai subyerted the uorth- 
Poia^' em empire of China, than he resolved to viait, 
Hauganr» with his arois, the most remote conntries of tl^ 
A.D.usff. West Fifteen hundred thousand Moguls and 
****' Tartars were inscribed on the military roH ; of 
these the great khaa selected a third, which be 
entrusted to the command of his nephew BatmsE, 
the son of TuU, who reigned over hia hther^M 
conqitests to the north ofthe Caspian sea. After 
a festival of forty days, Baton set ItH-warris Ma 
this great expeditionr; and such was the speed 
' and ardour oif his innumerable squadrowA, thaA» 
in^ less than six years, they had measnred a Hue 
of ninety degrees of longitude, a fourth part of 
tilie circumference of the globe. The great n- 
Ters of Asia and! Europe, the Volga and Kann^ 
the Don and Borystheaes, the Vistula and Da*- 
nnbe, they either swam with their horses, er 
passed on the ice, or traversed in lieathem 
boats, which followed the camp, «}d transport)- 
ed their waggons and artillery. By the firat 
victories of Baton, the remains of national free- 
dom were eradicated in the immenee plains of 
Turkestan and Kipsak/ In his rapid pt^ 
gress, he overran the kingdoms, as they are now 
styled, of Astracan and Cazan ; and the tro<^ 
which he detached towards mount Caucasus 
explored the most secret recesses df Geoi^gya 
and Circassia. The civil discord of the- gjpeat 

* The IkMi K^Mky or plain of Kipak extend* on cither iide of 
tbo Vol(ft, in n boundleai ipace towards tlie Jaik and BorytCfacnei, Mid 
k tnppofed to oontain the prisitiYe name andaatiia of the CoiM^a 
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dukes, or priaces, oS Russia, betrayed thdr chap. 
couutry to the Tartars. They spread from Li-^^*^^- 
vonia to the Black sea, and both Moscow and 
Kiow, the modern and the ancient capitals, 
were reduced to ashes ; a temporary ruin, less 
fatal than the deep, and pej:ha|» iadelible,Diark, 
which a servitude of two hundred years bas im- 
printed on the character of the Russians. Tbe 
Tartars ravaged, with equal fory, ther countries 
which they hoped to poissess^. and those which 
they were hastening to htare. From the per- 
manent conquest of Ruissia, they made a dead- 
ly, though transient, inroad into the heart of 
Poland, and as far as the borders of Germany. 
The cities of Lubliji and Ciracow were oblite- 
rated : they approached tbe shores of the Bal- 
tic ; and, in the battle of Ligaitz, they defeated 
the dukes of Silesia, the Polish palatines, and 
the great master of the Teutonic order, and 
filled nine sacks with the right ears, of the slain. 
From Lignitz, the e^xtreme point of their west- 
ern march, they turned aside to the invasion of 
Hungary ; and the presence or spirit of Baton in* 
spired the host of five hundred: thousand men : 
Carpathian hills couU not be long impervious 
to their divided columns ;. andi their approach 
had been fondly disbelieyed till it was irresisti^- 
bly felt. The king,. Bela the fourth, assembled 
the military force of his counts andl bishops ; 
but he hkd alienated the nation by adopting a 
vagrant horde of forty thousand fiimilies of 
Comans; and these savage guests were pro- 
voked to revolt by the suspicion of treachery 
and the murder of their prince. The whole 
country, north of the Danube, was lost in a 



112 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. ddy> &nd depopulated in a sunimer; and the 
Lxiv. yuing ^f cities and churches were overspread 
"with the bones of the natives, v^ho expiated the 
sins of their Turkish ancestors. An ecclesias- 
tic, who fled from the sack of Waradin, de- 
scribes the calamities which he had seen or 
suffered ; and the sanguinary rage of sieges and 
battles is £sir less atrocious than the treatment 
cf the fugitives, who had been allured from the 
woods under a promise of peace and pardon, 
and who were coolly slaughtered as soon as they 
had performecl th^ labours of the harvest and 
vintage. In the winter, the Tartars passed the 
Danube on the ice, and advanced to Gran or 
Strigoninm, a Gennan colony, and the metro- 
polis of the kingdom. Thirty engines were 
planted against the walls; .the ditches were 
filled with sacks of earth and dead bodies; and, 
after a promiscuous massacre, three hundred 
noble matrons were slain in the presence of the 
khan. Of all the cities and fortresses of Hud« 
gary, three alone survived the Tartar iovasion, 
and the unfortunate Bela hid his head among 
the islands of the Adriatic. 
^ The Latin world was darkened by this cloud 
of savage hostility : a Russian fugitive carried 
the alarm to Sweden ; and the remote nations 
of the Baltic and the ocean trembled at the ap- 
proach of the Tartars/ whom their fear and ig- 

• In the year 12S8. the inbahttanU of Gothia fSiMdmJ aad Mw 
vrtxe preYented, by their fear of the Tartan, from iCDdUig. as amal, 
their ahipa to the herriaf^shery on the coast of Englaiid ; and as there 
was DO esporUtioB, forty or fifty of these fish were sold fbr a shUttiif . 
(Matthew Paris, p. 106). It is whimsical enoogh, that the orders of a 

Mofol 
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norance were inclined to separate from the hii« chap. 
man species. Since the invasion of the Arabs^^^^^^^*^^ 
in the eighth century, Europe had never been • 
exposed to a similar calamity ; and if the dis- 
ciples of Mahomet would have oppressed her 
religion and liberty, it might be apprehended 
that the shepherds of Scythia would extinguish 
her cities, her arts, and all the institutions of 
civil society. The Roman pontiff attempted to 
appease and convert these invincible pagans by 
a mission of Franciscan and Dominican friars; 
but he was astonished by the reply of the khan, 
that the sons of God and of Zingis were invest- 
ed with a divine power to subdue or extirpate 
the nations ; and that the pope would be in- 
volved in the universal destruction, unless he 
visited in person, and as a suppliant, the royal 
horde. The emperor Frederic the second em- 
braced a more generous mod ^ of defence ; and 
his letters to the kings of France and England, 
and the princes of Germany, represented the 
common danger, and urged them to arm their 
vassals in this just and rational crusade.' The 
Tartars themselves were awed by the fame and 
yalour of the Franks : the town of Newstadt in 

Mofttl Uuui, wbo reigned on the borden of Cbioa, ihould ha?e lower- . 
cd the price of herriBgs in the English market 

' I shall copy his characteristic or flattering epithets of the different 
countries of Europe: Fnrens ac fcnrens ad anna Oermauia, strenns 
militias fcnetrix et alumna Francia, bellicosa et audax Hispania, 
▼irtnosa Yiris et classe munita ferttlis Anglia, impetuosis bellatoribns 
referta Alemannia, navalis Daeia, indomita Italia, pacis ignara BnrgUn- . 
dia; inqbicta Apulia, cum maris Gratci, Adriatici et Tyrrheni inpnUs 
pyratieis et in^ictis, Creti, Cypro, Sicili&, cum oceano conterminis 
insuiisy et regiouibns, cruenia Hybiemla, cum agili Wallia^ palhistris 
Scotia, glacial is Norw^gia suam elcctam militiaqi suo vexilio cnicis 
destinabunt, Ice. (Matthew Paris, p. 49d). 
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CHAP. Austria was bravely defended a^inst them bjr 
^tr^l* fifty tnights and twenty cross-bows; and they 
raised the siege on the appearance of a German 
anny. After wasting the adjacent kingdoms of 
Servia, Bosnia, and Bulgaria, Baton slowly re- 
treated from the Danube to the Volga, to eftjoy 
the rewards of victory in the city and palace of 
Serai, which started at his command from the 
midst of the desert 
Of sibe- IV. Even the poor and frozen regions of the 
A i. 1242, north attracted the arms of the Moguls : Shei- 
bani khan, the brother of the great Batovi, led 
an horde of fifteen thousand families into the 
wilds of Siberia ; and his descendants reigned 
at Tobolskoy above three centuries, tiU the 
Russian conquest. The spirit of enterprise 
which pursued the course of the Oby and Ye- 
nisei must have led to the discovery of the icy 
sea. After brushing away the tnOAStrous hr 
bles, of men with dogs heads and cloven feet^ 
we shall find that, fifteen years after (he death 
of Zingis, the Moguls were informed of the 
name and manners of the Samoyedes in the 
neighbourhood of the polar circle, who dwelt 
in subterraneous huts, and derived their fiirs 
and their food from the sole occupatioa of 
hunting.' 
Thetne- While China, Syria, and Poland^ were in- 
^h, "^ varied at the same time by the Mognls and Tar- 
12%***^ tars, the authors of the mighty mischief were 
content with the knowledge and declamtioii, 

■ Sec Carpiv*! relation in Hackloyt, vol. i, p. SO. Hie |iedigiwe nf 
the khaot of Siberia it giYen by Abniphau (part viii, p. 40ft> Bmw^ 
tbe RosiUnt fonnd no Tartar chronidei at Tobolik ? 
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that their word was the sword of death. Like chah. 

• • • • LXIV 

the first caliphs, the first successors of Zingis 
seldom appeared lu person at the head of their 
victorious armies. Qn the banks of the Onon 
and Selinga, the royal or goldcfi horde exhibited 
the contrast of simplicity and greatness; of the 
roasted sheep and mare's milk which composed 
their banquets; and of a distribution in one 
day of five hundred waggons of gold and silver. 
The ambassadors and princes of Europe and 
Asia were compelled to undertake this distant 
and laborious pilgrimage; and the life and reign 
of the great dukes of Russia, the kings of Geor- 
gia and Armenia, the sultans of Iconium, and 
the emirs of Persia, were decided by the frown 
or smile of the great khan. The sons and 
grandsons of Zingis had been accustomed to 
the pastoral life ; but the village of Caracorum^ 
was gradually eunobled by their election and 
residence. A change of manners is implied in 
the removal of Octai and Mangou from a teht 
to an house; and their example was imitated 
by the princes of their family and the great of- 
ficers of the empire. Instead of the boundless 
forest, the inclosure of a park afforded the 
more indolent pleasures of the chace; their new 
habitations were decorated with painting and 
sculpture ; their superflous treasures were cast 
in fountains, and basons, and statues of qiassy 

* The map of d^Ant ille, and the CblDeie Itineraries (de Gvignes, 
torn, i, part it, p. 67), leein to mark the position of Holin, or Caraco- 
nun, abont six hondred miles to the north-west of Pels in. The dis- 
tance between Selinginsky and Pekin is near two thousand Rosiian 
▼eratf, between thirteen and fourteen hondred English miles (BeU*s 
TraTcIs, vok ii, p. 67). 
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CHAP, silver; ^^^ the' artists of China and Paris vied 



Lxiv. ^ith each other in the service of the great khan.^ 
'"***'"' Caracorum contained two streets, the one of 
Chinese merchants, the other of mahornetan 
traders; and' the places of religious worship, 
one nestorian church, two moschs, and twelve 
temples of various idols, may represent in some 
degree the number and division of inhabitants. 
Yet a French missionary declares, that the 
town of St, Denys, near Paris, was more con- 
siderable than the Tartar capital ; and that the 
wh6le palace of Mangou was scarcely equal to 
a tenth part of that benedictine abbey. The 
conquests of Russia and Syria might amuse 
the vanity of the great khans ; but they vrere 
seated on the borders of China; the acquisition 
of that empire was the nearest and most iuter- 
/3sting object ; and they might learn from their 
pastoral economy, that it is for the advantage 
of the shepherd to protect and propagate his 
adopt the stock. I have already celebrated the wisdom 
of China, and virtue of a mandarian, who prevented the 
A^i269. jegQiation of five populous and cultivated pro- 
vinces. In a spotless administration of thirty 
years, this friend of his country and of man- 
kind continually laboured to mitigate or sus- 
pend the havoc of war ; to save the monuments, 
and to rekindle the flame, of science; to restrain 
the military, commanded by the restoration of 
civil magistrates ; and to.instil the love of peace 
and justice into the minds of the Moguls. He 

' Kiibruqnis found at Caraconini bit cottutryman GuiUammr Bomcktr 
•Q^crre d< Paria^ wlio had executed for the khan a silver tree, aupport- 
«d by four Uon% and ejecling four different liquon. Abulghazi (part 
IV, p. S30) meutiont the painten of Kitay or ChuM 
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stru^led v^ith the barbarism of the first qon- 9^^,^* 
querors; but his salutary lessons produced a. 
rich harvest in the second generation. The 
northern, and by degrees the southern, empire, 
acquiesced in the government of Cublai, the 
lieutenant, and afterwards the successor, of 
Mangou ; and the nation was loyal to a prince 
"who had been educated in the manners of China. 
He restored the forms of her venerable consti- 
tution ; and the victors submitted to the laws, 
the fashions, and even the prejudices, of the 
vanquished people. This peaceful triumph, 
which has been more than once repeated, may 
be ascribed, in a great measure, to the numbers 
and servitude of the Chinese, The Mogul army 
was dissolved in a vast and populous country; 
and their emperors adopted with pleasure a 
political system, which gives to the prince the 
solid substance of despotism, and leaves to the 
subject the empty names of philosophy, free- 
dom, and filial obedience. Under the reign of 
Cublai, letters and commerce, peace and jus- 
tice, were restored ; the great canal, of five 
hundred miles, was opened from Nankin to the 
capital ; he fixed his residence at Pekin ; and 
displayed in his court the magnificence of the 
greatest monarch of Asia. Yet this learned 
prince declined from the pure and simple, reli- 
gion of his great ancestor ; he sacrificed to the 
idol Fo ; and his blind attachment to the lamas 
of Thibet and the bonzes of China*" provoked 

^ The attacbmeitt of the khvu and the hatred of the muidaiiaf, to 
VOL, XI. E e 
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CHAP, the censure of the disciples of Confucius. His 
...*^ J.. successors polluted the palace with a crowd of 
eunuchs, physicians, and astrologers, while 
thirteen millions of their subjects were con- 
sumed in the provinces by famine. One hun- 
dred and forty years after the death of Zingis, 
his degenerate race, the dynasty of the Yuen, 
was expelled by a revolt of the native Chinese ; 
and the Mogul emperors were lost in the obli- 
^Oic^M ^^^'^^f the desert. Before this revolution, they 
fni«M- had forfeited their supremacy over the depend- 
A.D.'isso- ent branches of their house, the khaus of Kip- 
^^' zak and Russia, the khans of Zagattii or Tran- 
soxiana, and the khans of Iran or Persia. By 
their distance and power, these loyal lieute- 
nants had soon been released froin the duties of 
obedience ; and, after the death of Cublai, they 
scorned to accept a sceptre or a title from his 
unworthy successors. According to their re- 
spective situation they maintained the simplicity 
of the pastoral life, or assumed the luxury of 
the cities of Asia; but the princes and their 
hordes were alike disposed for the reception of 
a foreign worship. After some hesitation be- 
tween the gospel and the koran, they conformed 
to the religion of Mahomet ; and while they a- 
dopted for their brethren the Arabs and Persians, 
they renounced all intercourse with the ancient 
Moguls, the idolaters of China. 

the boAiM and Unas (Dnhalde, Hi&t. de la Chine, torn, i, p. 662« 
•01) tcemt to represent them aj the priests dT the iame god, of ijbe 
Indian fo, whose worship prevails among the sects of Hindostan, Siam, 
Thibet, China, and Japan. Hut this mysterioos snbjeet is stUI lost in 
a clond, which the researches of our Asiatic society may gradually 
dispel. 



OF THE ROMAN EMVlRe* 4|^ 

In thrs shipwreck of nations, somesurprisemay chap.. 

be excited by the escape of the Roman empire, ^*_ 

whose relics, at the time of the Mogul invasion, Escape of 
were dismembered by the Greeks and Latins. unSpie"" 
Less potent than Alexander, they were press^ ciick* 
ed, like the Macedonian, both in Europe and <^«>pirc 
Asia, by the shepherds of Scytbia; and had th© Mognu,* 
Tartars undertaken tiie siege, Constantinople isSiJ^*^ 
must have yielded to the fete of Pekin, Samar- 
cand, and Bagdad. The glorious and voluntary 
retreat of Baton from the Danube was in* 
suited by the vain triumph of the Franks and 
Greeks;' and, in a second expedition, ^ieath 
surprised him in full march to attack the capi* 
tal of the Guesars. His brother Borga carried 
the Tartar arms into Bulgaria and Thrace ^ but 
he was diverted from the Byzantine war by a 
visit to Novogorod, in the fifty-seventh degree 
of latitude, where he numbered the inhabitants 
and regulated the tribes of liussia. The Mo- 
gul khan formed an alliance with the Mama- 
lukesagainst his brethren of Persia: tliree hun- 
dred thousand horse penetrated through tlie 
gates of Derbend ; and the Greeks might ra^ 
joice m the first example of domestic war. Af- 
ter the recovery of Constantinople, Michaal 
Palaeologus,"" at a distance from his court and 



repnUf of tlic MogiiU in Hungary (MaUhew Paris, p. 646, 
5it) night propagate and colour the report of the anion and victory 
of the kings of the FraalH on the canfines of Bulgaria. Abulpliam- 
givt (Oyiiast, p. SlQ),aCtcr forty years, beyond the Tigris, might be 
«aftily deceived. 

* Sec Pachymer, 1. iii, c. S6, and 1. ia,c.l6,97) andthi^fid«eal9fni 
at Niee, L iii, c. 97. Nicephorus Gregoras, 1. iv, c 6. 
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CHAP, army, was surprised and surrounded, in a 
^,^,,..,,Thracian castle, by twenty thousand Tartars. 
But the object of their march was a private in- 
terest : they came to the deliverance of Azadin, 
the Turkish sultan; and were content with his 
person and the treasure of the emperor. Their 
general Noga, whose name is perpetuated ia 
the hordes of Astracan, raised a formidable 
rebellion against Mengo Timour, the third of 
the khans of Kipzak ; obtained in marriage 
Maria, the natural daughter ofPalaeologus; and 
guarded the dominions of his friend and father. 
The subsequent invasions of a jScythian cast 
were those of outlaws and fugitives ; and some 
thousands of Alani and Comaus, who had been 
driven *from their native seats, w^re reclaimed 
from a vagrant life, and inlisted in the service 
of the empire. Such was the influence in Eu- 
rope of the invasion of the Moguls. The first 
terror of their arms secured, rather than dis- 
turbed, the peace of the Roman Asia. The 
sultan of Iconium solicited a personal inter- 
view with John Vataces ; and his artful policy 
encouraged the Turks to defend their barrier 
against the common en^ray." That barrier in- 
deed was soon overthrown ; and the servitude 
and ruin of the Seljukians exposed the naked- 
ness of the Greeks. The formidable Holagou 
threatened to march to Constantinople at the 
head of four hundred thousand men ; and the 
groundless panic of the citizens of Nice will 
present an image of the. terror which he had in- 

* G. AcropoliU, p. S6, S7. Nic. Grcf . 1. ii, c 6, 1, it, c. 5 
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spired. The accident of a procession, and the chapi 
sound of a doleful litany, " From the fury jofj^^]^;^^ 
" the Tartars, good Lord deliver us,'*, had scat- 
tered the hasty report of an assault and massar 
ere. In the blind credulity of fear, the streets 
of Nice were crowded with thousands of both 
sexes, who knew not from what or to whom 
they fled ; and some hours elapsed before the 
firmness of the military oj£cers could relieve 
the city from this imaginary foe. But the a^xi- 
bition of Holagou and his successors was for- 
tunately diverted by the conquest of Bagdad, 
and a long vicissitude of Syrian wars : their 
hostility to the Moslems inclined them to unite 
with the Greeks and Franks ;• and their gene- 
rosity or contempt had offered the kingdom of 
Anatolia as the reward of an Armenian vassal. 
The fragments of the Seljukian monarchy were 
disputed by the emirs who had occupied the 
cities or the mountains; but they all confessed 
the supremacy of the khans of Persia ; and he 
often interposed his authority, and sometimes 
his arms, to check their depredations, and to 
preserve the peace and balance of his Turkish 
frontier. The death of Cazan,^ one of the Yf^ 
greatest and most accomplished princes of the ^^^^ 
house of Zingis, removed this salutary controul; Pmia* 

• Abolpharagiai, who wrote in the ye»r 1S84, declares, that the ^*^ '^* 
Mogub, since the fibolont defeat of Baton, had not attacked either 
^ the Franks or Greeki ; and of this he U a competent witncie. Haytoo 
likewise, the Anneniac prince, celebrates their friendship for hioualf 
aod his nation. 

^ Pachymer gives a splendid character of Caian khan, the rital of 
Cyms and Alexander (L xii, c. 1). In the conclusion of hia history (I, 
xiii, c. S6) he Aopes mnch from the arriTal of 30,000 Tochars or Taiw 
tars, who were ordered by the successor of Cazan to restrain tlieTMiKf 
of Bithynia, a. d. 1309 
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Lxiv ^^^ '^ d^eline of the Mo^Lst gftve a free seope 
'..to the ride add progress of the Oltofnanemr 

orifioof After the retreat of Ziiigis, the sultan Gda- 
nw^**^ feddin of Carizm« had returned Irorti India to 
.0.1240. tjjg possession and defence of his Persian king*- 
dotns. In the space of eleven years, that hero 
foUght in person fourteen battles ; and such was 
his activity, that he led his cavalry in seventeen 
days from Teflis to Kerman, a march of a thou- 
sand tniles. Yet he was oppressed by the jea- 
lousy of the Moslem princes, and the innume- 
rable armies of the Moguls ; and, after his last 
defeat, Gelaleddin perished ignobly in the 
mountains of Curdistan. His death dissolved 
a veteran and adventurous army, virhich in- 
cluded under the name of Carizmians or Cofas- 
mins many Turkman hordes, that had attached 
themselves to the sultan's fortune. The bolder 
and more powerful chiefs invaded Syria, and 
violated the holy sepulchre of Jerusalem: the 
more humble engaged in the service of Aladin, 
sultan of Tconium ; and among these were the 
bbscure fathers of the Ottoman line. They had 
formerly pitched their tents near the southern 
banks of the Ox us, iti the plains of Mahan and 
Nesa; and it is somewhat remarkable, that the 
bame spot should have produced the first au- 
thors of the Parthian and Turkish empires. At 
the head, or in the rear, of a Karismian army, 

^ ne ori^n «f tbe Ottoman dytitsty ig ilhittratH by the criUcal 
H^niiiif err M. de Osigimi (Hiit. des HuAs, torn, iv, p. SM-S37) 
iM d'Aavm^ (Empire Tare. p. 14 83), two inhabitaati of Pferi^ frMi 
4IAom tte Orientih amy learn tbe hiitory and geography of tbeir ova 
coantry. 
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SoliiQfUEi Shah was drowned in the passage of chap. 
the Euphrates : his son Ortbogrul became the 



soldier and subject of Aladin, and established 
at Surgut, on the banks of the Sangar, a camp 
of four hundred families or tents, whom he go- 
verned fifty-two years both in peace and war. 
He was the father of Thaman, or Athman, Reign of 
whose Turkish name has been melted into the ^.^J^^Ss* 
appellation of the caliph Othman ; and if we i*^* 
describe that pastoral chief as a shepherd and 
^ robber, we must separate from those charac- 
ters all idea of ignominy and baseness. Othman 
possessed, and perhaps surpassed, the ordinary 
virtues of a soldier ; and the circumstances of 
time and place were propitious to his indepen- 
dence and success. I^e $eljukian dynasty 
was no more ; and the distance and decline of 
the Mogul khans soon enfranchised him from 
the control of a superior. He was situate on 
the veiige of the Greek empire: the koran sanc- 
tified his gazif or holy war, against the infidels; 
and their political errors unlocked the passes 
of mount Olympus, and invited him to descend 
into the plains of Bithynia. Till the reign of 
Palaeologus, these passes had been vigilantly 
guarded by the militia of the country, who were 
repaid by their own safety and an exemption 
from taxes. The emperor abolished their pri- 
vilege and assumed their office ; but the tribute 
was rigorously collected, the custody of the 
passes was neglected, and the hardy mountai- 
neers degenerated into a trembling crowd of 
peasants without spirit or discipline. It was 
on the *w'<jnty-seventh of July, in the year twelve 



^«m^»:0^*0» 
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CHAP hundred and ninety-nine of the chrifitian era» 
Lxiv. that Othman first invaded the territory of Ni- 
'comedia ;' and the singular accuracy of the date 
seems to disclose some foresight of the rapid 
and destructive growth of the monster. The 
annals of the twenty-seven years of his reig^ 
would exhibit a repetition of the same inroads ; 
and his hereditary troops were multiplied in 
each campaign by the accession of captives and 
volunteers. Instead of retreating to the hills, 
he maintained the most useful and defensible 
posts ; fortified the towns and castles which he 
had first pillaged; and renounced the pastoral 
life for the baths and palaces of his infant capi- 
tals. But it was not till Othman was oppres- 
sed by age and infirmities, that he received the 
welcome news of the conquest of Prusa, which 
had been surrendered by famine or treach- 
ery to the arms of his son Orchan.' The glory 
of Othman is chiefly founded on that of his de- 
scendants ; but the Turks have transcribed or 
composed a royal testament of his last counsels 
of justice and mode 

' ^^ Pachymer, I. x, c. iS, M, 1. xiii, c. tt, 14» S6; and conecniiBf 
the guard of the monDtaini, 1. f, c. S-6 ; Niceplioras Grcfons, L vii, c 
i» and the firtt book of Laonicai ChalcoDdylct, the Atheniao. 

* I am ignorant whether the^ Turka have any writen older than 
Mahomet ii, nor can I reach beyond a meagre chronicle (Annalet 
Tiircici and Annum I960), tramUted by John Oaadier, and pnbKahcd 
by Leonclavins (ad calcem Laonic. Chalcond. p. S11-S60), with cn- 
piouf pandects, or commentsriei. The History of the Growth and 
Decay (a. d. 1300'1689) of the Othman empire was translated into 
English from the Latin m. of Demetrius Cantemir, prince of Mol- 
dafina (Loudon, 1734, in folio). The author S guilty of strange 
blonden in Oriental history \ but he wat conTersanl with the lan- 
guage, the annals, and the institntions of the Ttarfck Omtemir parw 
If draws his matcriab from the Synopsis of Saadi EffradI of Larriasn, 

dadicatcd 
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From the conquest of Prusa, we may date the chap. 
true era of the Ottoman empire. The lives and . 



possessions of the christian subjects were re- Reign of 
deemed by a tribute or l*ansom of thirty thou- AD!m«- 
sand crowns of gold ; and the city, by the la- **^* 
hours of Orchan, assumed the aspect of a Ma- 
hometan capital ; Prusa was decorated with a 
mosch, a college, and an hospital of royal foun- 
dation; the Seljukian coin was changed for 
the name and impression of the new dynasty ; 
and the most skilful professors, of human and 
divine knowledge, attracted the Persian and 
Arabian students from the ancient schools of 
Oriental learning. The office pf vjzir was in- 
stituted for Aladin, the brother of Orchan ; and 
different habit distinguished the citizens from 
the peasants, the Moslems frdm the infidels. 
All the troops of Othman had consisted of loose 
squadrons of Turkman cavalry; who served 
without pay, and fought without discipline; 
but a regular body of infantry was first estab- 
lished and trained by the prudence of his son. 
A great number of volunteers was enrolled with 
a small stipend, but with the permission of 
living at hom^ , unless they were summoned to 
the field; their rude manners, and seditious 
temper, disposed Orchan to educate his young 

dedicated in the year 1006 to Sattan Mafttapba, and a Taloable 
abridgment of the original historians. In one of the Ramblen, Dr. 
Johnson praises KnoUes (a General History of the Turks to the pre- 
sent year, London, IMS), as the first of hutorians» nnhappy only in 
the choice of bis subject. Yet I mnch dovbt whether a partUl and 
▼erbose compilation from Latin writers^ thirteen hmidred folio pages 
of speeches and battles, can either instruct or amnse an enlightened 
age, which requires from the historian lone tincture of philosophy and 
criticism. 
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CHAP, captives as his soldiers and those of the pro* 



LXiv. phet; but the Turkish peasants were still al- 
'""''^ lowed to mount on horseback, and follow his 
standard, with the appellation and the hopes 
of freebooters. By these arts he formed an army 
of twenty-five thousand Moslems: a train of 
battering engines was framed for the use of 
sieges ; and the first successful experiment was 
Hit coo. made on the cities of Nice and Nicomedia. Or- 
&"tib^«. chau granted a safe conduct to all who were 
|-^^*^^ desirous of departing with their families and 
effects ; but the widows of the slain were given 
in marriage to the conquerors ; and the sacri- 
legious plunder, the books, the vases, and the 
images, were sold or ransomed at Constanti- 
nople. The emperor Andronicus the youngef 
was vanquished and wounded by the son of 
Othnian :^ he subdued the whole province or 
kingdom of Bithynia, as far as the shores of the 
Bosphorus and Hellespont ; and the christians 
confessed the justice and clemency of a reign, 
which claimed the voluntary attachment of the 
DiviiioB Turks of Asia. , Yet Orchan was content with 
ua arooDctlie modest title of emir ; and in the list of his 
uhwnin^ com peers, the princes of Roum or Anatolia," 
A.D uoo,}jj^ military forces were surpassed by the emirs 
of Ghermian and Caramania, each of whom 

* Cantacviene, though he relatei the battle and heroic flight of the 
yowigcr AodMOMMn <l. y, c. S,7, 8), diiMmblee by hU tilenee the Ioh 
of Brasa, NiecyWid Niconedia, which are fairly confetsed by Niec^ 
phont OreffoiM (I. ^Kfi, If, <s, Q» 18, xi, 6>. It appcon that Nice was 
taken by OvdMUi io 1888, aad Nicomedia in 1890« which arc aoaevtet 
diScrent Aron the TtorkUh dates. 

* The partkioa of (he TorlLMh emirs is eatracted tron two eootean- 
pomries, the Grorh Nkcpfaoras Gregoras (I. Tii, 1)| and the Arahiaa 
Marakeachi (de Ouigaesy ton. Hk^ p. ii, p. %^ T?). Soe likewise the 
Srst book of Laonicos Chalcondylcs. 
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could bring into the field an arniy of forty thotsi- . chap. 
0and men. Their dominions were situate in ^^i^- 
the heart of the Seljukian kingdom: but tbie '""'" 
holy warriors, though of inferior note» who 
formed new principalities on the Greek empire, 
are more conspicuous in the light of history. 
The maritime country from the Propoutis to 
the IVf aeauder and the isle of Rhodes, so long 
threatened and so often pillaged, was, finally 
lost about the thirtieth year of Andronicus the 
elder/ Two Turkish chieftains, Sarnkhan and 
Aidin, left their names to their conquests, and 
their conquests to tbeir posterity. The capti- LoMof 
vity or ruin of the seven churches of Asia was ^c pri*" 
consummated; and the barbarous lords of^*""<^?»^ 
Ionia and Lydia still trample on the monuments ^c. 
of classic and christian antiquity. In the loss 
of Epbesus, the christians deplored the fall of 
the first angel, the extinction of the first can- 
dlestick, of the Revelations:^ the desolation is 
complete; and the temple of Diana, or the 
church of Mary, will equally elude the search of 
the curious traveller. The circus, and three 
stately theatres of Laodicea are now peopled 
with wolves and faxes ; Sardes is reduced to a 
miserable village ; the god of Mahomet, with- 
out a rival or a son, is invoked in the moschs 
of Thyatira and Pergamus; and the populous- 
ness of Smyrna is supported by the foreign 

*, Ptcfaymer, 1. xiii, c. IS. 
> y See the trav«U of Wheeler and Spov, of Pococke and Chandler, 
.and more particularly Smith** Surrey of the Seven Churcben of A»ia, p. 
5HMI-276. The more pious antiqusriet labour to reconcile the proniiset 
and threats of the author of the Kevelations with the frttmt state of 
the seven cities. Perhaps it would be more prudent to confine his 
predictioiis to the characters and erents of his own times. 
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€HAP. trade of the Franks and Armenians. Phila* 
J^*^'^ delphia alone has been saved by prophecy, or 
courage. At a distance from the sea, foi^otten 
by the emperors, encompassed on all sides b, 
the Turks, her valiant citizens defended their 
religion and freedom above fourscore years; 
and at length capitulated with the proudest of 
the Ottomans. Among the Greek colonies and 
churches of Asia, Philadelphia is still erect; a 
column in a scene of ruins ; a pleasing exam* 
pie, that the paths of honour and safety may 
Y^ sometimes be the same. The servitude of 
j^nJiJl^^'Rhodes was delayed about two centuries, by 
A.D.isio,the establishment of the knights of St John of 
A.if.'i5ss, Jerusalem:' under the discipline of the order, 
^^^'^' that island emerged into fame and opulence; 
the noble and warlike monks were renowned 
by land and sea; and the bulwark of Christen- 
dom provoked, and repelled, the arms of the 
Turks and Saracens. 
Firtt pts. The Greeks, by their intestine divisions, were 
tHri^irkt the authors of their final ruin. During the civil 
ISpl,^"" • wars of the elder and younger Andronicus, the 
A^^is^.gQii Qf Othman achieved, almost without resist- 
ance, the conquest of Bithynia ; and the same 
disorders encouraged the Turkish emirs of Lydia 
and Ionia to build a fleet, and to pillage the ad- 
jacent islands and the sea-coast of Europe. In 
the defence of his life and honour, Cantacuzene 
was tempted to prevent, or imitate, his adversa- 

* CoDfult the foarth book of the Histoire dePOrdre de Valcbc^ par 
r^bbc de Vertot. That'plcasinf tcriCrr betrays bit ignorance, in nipo 
pofiBg Ike Othinan, a freebooter of the Bithynian hiUi, conld bctiegn 
Rbodct hj lea and land. 
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t ies, by calling to his aid the public enemies of ^^K- 
his religion and country. Amir, the son of Ai- ^.......l« 

din, concealed under a Turkish garb the huma^ 
nity and politeness of a Greek ; he was united 
with the great domestic by mutual esteem and 
reciprocal services; and their friendship is com- 
pared, in the vain rhetonc of the times, to the 
perfect union of Orestes and Pylades.* Qn the 
report of the danger of his friend, who was per- 
secuted by an ungrateful court, the prince of 
Ionia assembled at Smyrna a fleet of three hun- 
dred vessels, with an army of twenty-nine thou- 
sand men; sailed in the depth of winter, and 
cast anchor at the mouth of the Hebrus. From 
thence, with a chosen band of two thousand 
Turks, he marched along the banks of the ri- 
ver, and rescued the empress, who was besieg 
ed in Demotica by the wild Bulgariaris. At 
that disastrous moment, the life or death of his 
beloved Cantacuzene was concealed by his 
flight into Servia : but the grateful Irene, impa- 
tient to behold her deliverer, invited him to en- 
ter the city, and accompanied her message with 
a present of rich apparel, and an hundred 
horses. By a peculiar strain of delicacy, the 
gentle barbarian refui^ed, in the absence of an 
unfortunate friend, to visit his wife, or to taste 
the luxuries of the palace ; sustained in his tent 
the rigour of the winter; and rejected thehospi- 

* Nieephorai Gregormbai expatiated with pleasure on this amiable 
character (I. xli. 7, xiii. 4, 10, zif , 1, 9, xvi, 6). Cantacazene tpealti 
with honour and esteem of hii ally (1. iii, c. 56, 57, 0S, 64, 66, 67, 68, 
t6, 69,95, 96} s hot he icems ignorant of hit own sentimental pqsslon 
lor the Tnrk, and indirectly denies the possibility of snch nnoatnral 
fticmbhip (!• i^ c. 40.>, 
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CHAP. tBhle gift, that he wight shwe the hardships of 
Lxiv.' i^Q thoufiud coropanions, all a9 deserving as 
himself of that honpur of distinctioo- Neces- 
sity and ny/mg/b wight iustify hi* predatory ex- 
cursioDs by sea md land; be left nine thousaod 
ave hundred anea for the guard of bis fleet; and 
perserered in the fruitless search of Cantacu- 
sene, till his embarkation was hastened by a 
fictitious letter, the severity of the season, the 
damoars of his independent troops, and the 
weight of his spoil and captives. In the pro- 
secution of tiie dvil war, the prioce of louia 
twice returned to Europe ; joined his arms with 
those of the emperor ; besieged Tl^^ssaloaica, 
and threatened Constantinople. Calumny might 
affix some reproach on his imperfect aid, his 
hasty departure, and a bribe of ten thousand 
crowns, which he accepted from the Byzsjitiue 
court; but his friend M^as satisfied; and the 
conduct of Amir is excused by the more sacred 
duty of defending against the Latins his here^ 
ditary domioioos. Tbe maritime power of the 
Turks had united the pope, the king of Cyprus, 
the republic of Venice, and the order of St. 
John, in a lamklable cruoade; their gallies in- 
vaded the coast of Ionia ; an4 Amir was slain 
with an arrow^ ia an attempt to wrest firom the 
Rhodian knighte the citadel of Smyrna/ Be- 
fore his death, he generously recommended an- 
other ally of his own nation ; not more sincere 
or zealous than himself, but more able to afford 

* After the conqoMt of teyraa by fkt LMiw, tbe <lcf<wcc •f «bii 
fiirtmt was impoic4 by pojpe Gru^oiry xi «ii tbe knigbte of Mh f4 f 
(tee Vcrtot, 1. t). 
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R prompt and powerful succeBtort by kk fiituit^ chap. 
tion along the Propontis and in the front of ^^,,,^',, 
Constantinople. By the prospect of a more Marriage 
advantageous treaty, the Turkish prince of^^^*^ 
Bithynia was detached from his engagements ^1^^^ 
with Anne of Savoy; and the pride of Orcban a.».is4o. 
dictated the most solemn protestations, that if 
he could obtain the daughter of Cantacuzene, 
he would invariably fulfil' the duties of a sub^ 
ject and a son. Parental tenderness was si- 
lenced by the voice of ambition; the Greek 
clergy connived at the marriage of a christian 
princess with a sectary of Mahomet ; and the 
father of Theodore describes, with shameful 
satiafaction, the dishonour of the purple.* A 
body of Turkish cavalry attended the ambas- 
sadors, who disembarked froni thirty vessels 
before his camp of Selybria. A stately pavi- 
lion was erected, in which the empress Irene 
passed the night with her daughters. In the 
morning, Theodora ascended a throne, which 
was surrounded with curtains of silk and gold; 
the troops were under arms ; but the emperor 
alone was on horseback. At a signal the cur-, 
tains were suddenly withdrawn, to disclose the 
bride, or the victim, encircled by kneeling eu- 
nuchs and hymenaeal torches: the sound of 
flutes and' trumpets proclaimed the joyful 
event; and her pretended happiness was the 

* Sec Oui1ac»eae, 1. iii, e. M. Nicc^ionu Gre^oiM, wfco^ for the 
llfbt of mount Thabor, brands the emperor with the names of tyrant 
and Herod, rscnset, rather thiin blamei, this Tarkish marriage, and 
aNagts tho passion and power of Orchan, tyyurmt^^ tm vy Iim^ «v( 
M^ mm» nil} jTifrouir (Turkulk) \mt9nifm ZavrfmmmQ (I. XT, 6). He af^er* 
wards celebrates his kingdom and armies. Sec his reign in Ctnte* 
mir« p. S4--tO. 
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i:hak theme of the nuptial Bong, which was chaunted 
^^^J^^ by such poets as the age could produce. With- 
out the rites of the church, Theodore was deli- 
vered to her barbarous lord ; but it had been 
stipulated, that she should preserve her reli- 
gion in the haram of Bursa; and her father 
celsbrates her charity and devotion in this am- 
biguous situation. After his peietceful estab- 
lishment on the throne of Constantinople, the 
Greek emperor visited his Turkish ally, who 
with four sons, by various wives, expected him 
at Scutari, on the Asiatic shore. The two 
princes partook, with seeming cordiality, of the 
pleasures of the banquet apd the chace ; and 
Theodora was permitted to repass the Bospho- 
rus, and to enjoy some days in the society ol 
her mother. But the friendship of Orchan was 
subservient to his religion and interest; and in 
the Genoese war he joined without a blush the 
enemies of Cantacuzene. 
■•tabiuh- '" ^^ treaty with the empress Anne, the Ot- 
Mcnt of toman prince had inserted a singular condition, 
BMM i/* that it should be lawful for him to sell his pri- 
f]2rm3.soners at Constantinople, or transport them into 
Asia. A naked crowd of christians, of both sexes 
and every age, of priests and monks, of ma- 
trons and virgins, was exposed in the public 
market: the whip was frequently used to quick- 
en the charity of redemption ; and the indigent 
Greeks deplored the fate of their brethren, who 
were led away to the worst evils of temporal and 
spiritual bondage.' Cantacuzene was reduced 

* The moit lively and concise picture of this captWIty maj be 
foand in the history of Do»ik (r.H) who fairly describes what Can* 
Cacnicoe confesses with a fuiiiy bliuh t 
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to subscribe the same terms; and their execu- chap 
tion must have been still more pernicious to the^^J^*^^^ 
empire : a body of ten thousand Turks had 
been detached to the assistance of the empress 
Anne ; but the entire forces of Orchan were ex- 
erted in the service of his father. Yet these 
calamities were of a transient nature ; as soon 
as the storm had passed away, the fugitives 
might return to their habitations ; and at the 
conclusion of the civil and foreign wars, Eu- 
rope was completely evacuated by the Moslems 
of Asia. It was in his last quarrel with his 
pupil that,Cantacuzene inflicted the deep and 
deadly wound, which could never be healed by 
his successors, and which is poorly expiated by 
his theological dialogues against the prophet 
Mahomet. Ignorant of their own history, the 
modern Turks confound their first and their 
final passage of the Hellespont,* and describe 
the son of Orchan as a nocturnal robber, who, 
with eighty companions, explores by stratagem 
an hostile and unknown shore. Soliman, at 
the head of ten thousand horse, was transport- 
ed in Ihe vessels, and entertained as the friend, 
of the Greek emperor. In the civil wars of 
Romania, he performed some service, and per- * 
petrated more mischief; but the Chersonesus 
was insensibly filled with a Turkish colony; 
and the Byzantine court solicited in vain the 

* In this passage, and the first conquests in Enrope, Cantemir (p. 27, 
See.) giTCS a miserable idea of his Turkish guides; nor am I mnch bet- 
ter satisfied with Chaleondyles (1« i, p. 12, &c.) They forgot to con- 
fute the most authentic record, the fourth book of Cantacuzene. 1 
likewise regret the last books, which are still manuscript, of'Niceplio- 
rns Gregorus. 

VOL. XI. F f 
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CHAP, restitution of the fortresses of Thrace. After 
i-xiv. gome artfal delays between the Ottoman prince 
and his son, their ransom was valued at sixty 
thousand crowns, and the first payment had 
been made, when an earthquake shook the 
walls and cities of the provinces; the dis- 
mantled places were occupied by the Turks; 
and Gallipoli^ the key of the Hellespont, was 
rebuilt and repeopled by the policy of Soliman. 
The abdication of Cantacuzene dissolved the 
feeble bands of domestic alliance ; and his last 
advice admonished his countrymen to decline 
a rash contest, and to compare their own weak- 
ness with the numbers and valour, the disci- 
pline and enthusiasm, of the Moslems. His 
prudent counsels were despised by the head- 
strong vanity of youth, and soon justified by 
Demth of ^^ victorics of the Ottomans. But as he prac- 
2JJjJ" tised in the field the exercise of the jeridy Sdtir 
lonSoii- man was killed by a fall from his horse; and 
' the aged Orchan wept and expired on the tomb 
of his valiant sou. 
Tiie reiffQ gut the Greeks had not time to rejoice in the 

and Earo> 

pean con- death of their enemies ; and the Turkish scyme- 

ImurmUi tar was wielded with the same spirit by Amu- 

^.o iMo.rath the first, the son of Orchan and the brother 

^•' of Soliman. By the pale and fainting light of 

the Byzantine annals/ we can discern, that he 

subdued without resistance the whole province 

of Romania or Thrace, from the Hellespont to 

mount Haemus, and the verge of the capital ; 

' After the conclusion of Ctntacuxcne and Gregont, there followt n 
dark interval of an hundred yean. George Phranza, MichaeL Ducat, 
and Laonicns Chalcondylet, all three wrote after the taking of Con- 
'tentinople. 
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and that Adrianople was cho»en for the royal €«ai*. 
seat of his government and religion in Europe. ^^ 



Constantinople, \rhose decline is almost coeval Marriage 
with her foundation, had often, in the lapse of Jl|„ii'a *° 
a thousand years, been assaulted by the barba- ^^^^.^^^ 
rians of the East and West; but never till this 4.».i34(j 
fatal hour had the Greeks been surrounded, 
both in Asia and Europe, by the arms of the 
same hostile monarchy. Yet the prudence or 
generosrity of Araurath postponed for a while 
this dasy co<iquest ; and his pride was satisfied 
with the frequent and humble attendance of the 
ettipcror John Palaeologus and his fotir sons, 
who followed at his summons the court add 
camp of the Ottoman prince. He marched a- 
gainst the Sclavonian nations between the Da- 
' nube and the Adriatic, the Bulgarians, Servian's, 
Bosnian!^, and Albanians ; and these warlike 
tribes, who had so often insulted the majesty . 
of the empire, were repeatedly broken by his 
destructive inroads. Their countries did not 
abound either in gold or silver : nor Were their 
rustic hamlets and townships enriched by com- 
toetce, or decorated by the arts of luxury. But 
the natives of the soil have been distinguished 
in every age by their hardiness of mind and, 
body ; and they were converted by a prudent 
institution into the firmest and most faithful 
supporters of the Ottoman greatness.* Th^ 
vizir of Amurath reminded iiis sovereign, that, 
according to the mahometaiK laV, he was en- 

* Stfe Cantemif, p. S7--41, with his own large and cnrioos 
tationa. 
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CHAP titled to a fifth part of the spoil and captives : 
^^^^^^•^and that the duty might easily be levied, if vigi- 
lantofficers were stationed atGallipoli^to watch 
the passage, and to select for his use the stoutest 
and most beautiful of the christian youth. The 
advice was followed; the edict was proclaimed; 
many thousands of the European captives were . 
edftcated in religion and arms ; and the new mi- 
litia was consecrated and named by 9, celebrat- 
ed dervish. Standing in the front of their ranks, 
he stretched the sleeve of his gown over the head 
of the foretiaost soldier, and his blessing was 
Tht jani- delivered in these words : '' Let them be called 
■*"**• " janizaries (yeugi chen^ or new aoldier8)\ may 
" their countenance be ever bright 1 their hand 
*' victorious! their sword keeir! may their spear 
'* always hang over the heads of their enemies ! 
^' and wheresoever they go, may they return 
" with a white face r^ Such was the origin of 
these haughty troops, the terror of the nations, 
and sometimes of the sultans themselves. Their 
valour has declined, their discipline is relaxed, 
and their tumultary array is incapable of con- 
tending with the order and weapons of modem 
tactics; but at the .time of their institution, they 
possessed a decisive superiority in war ; since 
a regular body of infantry, in constant exercise 
and pay, was not maintained by any of the 
princes of Christendom. The janizaries fought 
with the zeal of proselytes against thei^ idola- 
trous countrymen ; and in the battle of Cossova, 
the league and independence of the Sclavoniau 

^ WhUt and hUtck ftice are common and proverbial expreisioot of 
praise and reproach in the Turkish languafe. Hie niger est, haue tu 
Romane caveto, was likewise a Latin sentence. 
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tribes was finally crushed. As the conqueror chap. 
walked over the field, he observed that the ^^^^* 
greatest part of the slain consisted of beardless 
youths ; and listened to the flattering reply of 
his vizir, that age and wisdom would have 
taught them not to oppose his irresistible arms. 
But the sword of his janizaries could not de- 
fend him from the dagger of despair ; a Servian . 
soldier started from the crowd of dead bodies^ 
and Amurath was pierced in the belly with a 
mortal wound. The grandson of Othman was 
mild in his temper, modest in his apparel, and 
a lover of learning and virtue ; but the Moslems 
were scandalised at his absence from public 
worship ; and he was corrected by the firmness 
of the mufti, who dared to reject his testimony 
in a civil cause ; a mixture of servitude and 
freedom not unfrequent in Oriental history.* 

The character of Bajazet, the son and sue- ThtwigD 
cessor of Amurath, is strongly expressed in his set i^*" 
surname of Jlderim, or the lightning ; and he i'.'^iJ^fJMg 
might glory in an epithet, which was drawn ^][J®*»^ 
from the fiery energy of his soul and the rapi- 
dity of his destructive march. In the fourteen 
years of his reign,^ he incessantly moved at the 
head of his armies, from Boursa to Adrianople, 

* See the life and death 'of Mortd, or Ainiirath 1, in Canteoilr 
(p. SS — 15), the let book of Chalcondyles, and tite Annales Tordci of 
Lcanclaviiu. According to another itory, the snltan was stabbed by 
a Croat in his -tent; and tftis accident was alledged to Bosbeguios 
(Spist, i, p. 98), as an excuse for the unworthy precaution of pinion- 
ing, as it were, between two attendants, an ambassador's arms, when 
he is introduced to the royal presence. 

* The reign of Bigaaet i, or Ilderim Bayaxid, is contained in Can- 
temir Cp* 46), the 9d book of Chalcondyles, and the Annates TttrcicL 
The surname of nderim> or lightning, is an example, .that the con- 
qnerors and poets of every age have fiU the truth of a system which 
derives the sublime from thcf principle of terror. 
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CHAP. ^'^<^ ^^^ Dapube to the Euphrates; and^thoiiglt 
Lxiv. lie streauously laboured for the propagation of 
'" jjj^ 1^^^ ^jg invaded, with partial ambition, the 
christian and mahometan princes of Europe and 
HUcoo. Asia. From Angora and Amasia and Erza 
?rom^Vhe rotttt), the DGrthepn r^ions of Anatolisi wers 
uTthe'iS rcd'^ced to his obedience ; he stripped of their 
Bob€. hereditary possessions bis brother eviirs of 
GheVraian and Caramania, of Aidin and Saruk- 
ham ; and after the conquest of Iconimn, the 
ancient kingdom of the Seljukians again rewiwr 
ed in the Ottoman dynasty. Nor were the con- 
quests of Bajazet less rapid or important in 
Europe. No sooner had he imposed a regular 
form of servitude on the Servians and Bulga- 
rians, than he passed the Danube to seek new 
enemies and new subjects in the heart of Mol- 
davia.^ Whatever yet adhered to the Greek 
empire in Thrace, Macedonia, and Thessaly, 
acknowledged a Turkish master : an obsequi- 
ous bishop led him through the gates of Ther- 
mopyls into Greece: and we may observe, as a 
singular fact, that the widow of a Spanish chief, 
who possessed the ancient seat of the oracle of 
Delphi, deserved his favour by the sacrifice of 
a beauteous daughter. The Turkish commu- 
nication between Europe and Asia had been 
dangerous and doubtful, till he stationed at 
Gallipoli a fleet of gallies, to command the HeU 
lespont and intercept the Latin succours ofCosb- 
stantinople. While the monarch indulged his 

h Caatwiir, who cel«br«ta tiM ▼ictorie« pf tbt frtat 8f rpbtn of er 
Sm Tarks (p. 47), Ud conpoMd tbc aficUnt unci nodeni staU of hit 
pcioeipality of Moldavia, whieli koo beca long pvomifed, oad u stUI 
iinpublisked. 
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pastion in a boundless range of injustice and ^^^* 
cruel ty, he imposed on his soldiers the rnost^^ 
rigid laws of modesty and abstinence; and the 
harvest was peaceably reaped and sold irithin 
the precincts of his camp. Provoked by the 
loose and corrupt administration of justice, he 
collected in a house the judges and lawyers of 
his dominions, who expected that in a few^o- 
ments the fire would be kindled to reduce them 
to ashes. His ministers trembled in silence ; 
but an iBthiopian buffoon presumed to insinu* 
ate the true cause of the evil ; and future vena- 
lity was left without excuse, by annexing an 
adequate salary to the office of cadhi." The 
humble title of emir was no longer suitable to 
the Ottoman greatness; and Bajazet conde- 
scended to accept a patent of sultan from the 
caliphs who served in Egypt under the yoke of 
the M amalukes ;* a last and frivolous homage 
that was yielded by force to opinion, by the 
Turkish conquerors to the house of Abbas and 
the successors of the Arabian prophet. The 
ambition of the sultan was inflamed by the ob- 
ligation of deserving this august title ; and he 
turned his arms against the. kingdom of Hun- 
gary, the perpetual theatre of the Turkish vic- 
tories and defeats. Sigismond, the Hungarian 

* LeonclaT. Annal. Turcici, p. 818, 319. The venality of the cad- 
kis hat long been an object of scandal and satire ; and if we dialrnit 
the obteirationf of our travellers, we may consult the feeling of the 
Turks themselves (d*Uerbelot, Bibliot. Orientale, p. 216, 217, 228^ 
2t0). 

* The fiict, which is attested by the Arabic history of Ben Schonnah, 
a contemporary Syrian (de Goif nes, Hist, des Huns, tom. iv. p. SM), 
destroys the testimony of Saad Effendi and Cantemir (p. 14, 16) of the 
election of Othman to the dignity of sultan. 
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cHAF ^i^Sy ^^® ^^^ ^^^ ^"^ brother of the emperors 
Lxiv. ^^f j],^ West : his cause was that of Europe and 
'"'"'"the church; rand on the report of his danger, 
the bravest knights of France and Germany 
were eager to march under his standard and 
Batue of that of the cross. In the battle of Nicopolis, 
A.D.T»MS Bajazet defeated a confederate army of an 
Sept 28. hundred thousand christians, who had proudly 
boasted, that if the sky should fall, they could 
uphold it on their lances. The far greater part 
were slain or driven into the Danube; and Si- 
gismoud, escaping to Constantinople by the ' 
river and the Black sea, returned, after a long 
circuit, to his exhausted kingdom.* In the 
pride of victory, Bajazet threatened that he 
would besiege Buda; that he would subdue 
the adjacent countries of Germany and Italy ; 
and that he would feed his horse with a bushel 
of oats on the altar of St. Peter at Rome. His 
progress was checked, not by the miraculous 
interposition of the apostle ; not by a crusade 
of the christian powers, but by a long and pain- 
ful fit of the gout. The disorders of the moral, 
are sometimes corrected by those of the physi- 
cal, world ; and an acrimonious humour falling 
on a single fibre of one man, may prevent or 
suspend the misery of natiops. 

Such is the general idea of the Hungarian 
war ; but the disastrous adventure of the French 
has procured us some memorials which illus- 

* Sec the Dccadet Renim Honjcaricarnm (dec. iii, 1. ii, p. i79) 
of Bonfiniui, an [talian, who, in the fifteenth century, wai invited 
into Hungary to compose an eloquent biitory of that kingdom. Yet, 
if it be extant and aocessiiile, I should give the preference to 
homely obroniclc of the time and country. 



OF THB ROMAN SMPIRE. 4^1 

trate the victory atid character of Bajazet.!" chap. 
The duke of Burgundy, sovereign of Flanders, ^^^^• 
and uncle of Charles the sixth, yielded to the Craiiie" 
ardour of his son, John count of Nevers ; and "yof^he 
the fearless youth was accompanied by four prin"wi, 
princes, his cousins, and those of the French fsJ^^**^ 
nionarchi Their inexperience was guided by 
the sire de Coucy, one of the best and oldest 
captains of Christendom;'* but the constable, 
admiral, and marshal of France' commanded 
an army, which did not exceed the number of 
a thousand knights and squires. These splen- 
did names were the source of presumption and 
bane of discipline. So many might aspire to 
command, that none were willing to obey ; their 
national spirit despised both their enemies and 
%.heir allies ; and in the persuasion that Bajazet 
tvotdd fly, or must fall, they began to compute 
how soon they should visit Constantinople, and 
deliver the holy sepulchre. When their scouts 

' I «honId Dot complain of the Ubonr of this work, if my materials 
were alwayi derived from such booki at the cbroniele of honest 
Froiftsard ^vol. iy, c. 67, 00, 72, 74, 79«»83, 85, 87, 89), who read 
little, inqnired ronch, and believed all. The original memoirs of 
the marecfaal de Boncicanlt (partie i, c.'S9-S8) add some facts, bat 
they are dry and deficient, if compared with the pleasant garrulity <kf 
Froisiard. 

"> An accurate memoir on the life of £nquerrand vii^ sire de Coney, 
htis been given by the baron de Zurlanben) Hiit. de TAcademie dcs 
Inicriptions, torn. xxv). His rank and possessions were equally con- 
siderable in France and England ; and, in 1S76, he led an army of 
adventurers into Switzerland, to recover a large patrimony which ht 
claimed in right of his grandmother, the daughter of the emperor 
Albert i of Austria (Sinner, Voyage dans la Suisse Occidentaie, torn. i. 
p. 118-124). • 

' That military olfice, so respectable at present, was still more eon- 
spicnons when it was divided between two persons (Daniel, Hist* 4e . 
la Miliee Francoisc, torn, ii, p. 6). One of these, the marshal of the 
cnitade, was the famous Boncicanlt, who afterwards defended Con- 
stantinople, governed Genoa,' invaded the coast of Asia, and died im 
the field of Asiuconr. 



LXIV. 
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CHAP, announced the approach of the Turk«, the gay 
"""" ^and though tle«s youths were at table, already 
.heated with wine ; they instantly clasped their 
armour, mounted their horses, rode full speed 
to the vanguard, and resented as an affront the 
advice of Sigismond, which would have de- 
prived them of tlie right and honour of the fore- 
most attack. The battle of Nicopolis would 
not have been lost, if the French would have 
obeyed the prudence of the Hungarians : but 
it might have been gloriously won, had the Hun- 
garians imitated the valour of the French They 
dispersed the first line, consisting of the troops 
of Asia ; forced a rampart of stakes, which had 
been planted against the cavalry ; broke, after 
a bloody conflict, the janizaries themselves* 
and were at length overwhelmed by the nume- 
rous squadrons that issued from the woods, 
and charged on all sides this handful of intre- 
pid warriors. In the speed and secrecy of his 
march, in the order and evolutions of the battle, 
his enemies felt and admired the military ta- 
lents of Bajazet. They accuse his cruelty ia 
the use of victory. After reserving the count 
of Nevers, and four-and-twenty lords, whose 
birth and riches were attested by his Latin in- 
terpreters, the remainder of the French cap- 
tives, who had survived the slaughter of the 
day, were led before his throne ; and, as they 
refused to abjure their faith, were successiFely 
beheaded in his presence. The sultan was ex- 
asperated by the loss of his bravest janizaries ; 
and if it be true that, on the eve of the engage* 
ment, the French had massacred their Turkish 
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prmmr%'' tbpyflQightijpputetothemselveisfthe chap. 
cQn&equeapcs pf 8^ juat retaliation. A knight, ^^^^^^"^^ 
whps^ life had b.een spared, was f^ermitted to 
return to F^ris, that he might relate the deplo- ' 
rabia tali^, ^nd aolicit the ransom of the noble 
captives. Jn the meanwhile, the count of Ne- 
versy with the princes and barons of France, 
were dragged along in the marches of the Turk* 
ish camp, exposed as a grateful trophy to the 
JVf oslems of Europe and Asia, and strictly con- 
fined at Boursa, as often as Bajazet resided in 
bis capital. The sultan was pressed each day 
to expiate with their blood the blood of his 
martyrs; Ibut he had pronounced that they 
should live, and either for mercy or destruc- 
tion his word was irrevocable. He was as- 
sured of their value and importance by the re^ 
turn of the messenger, and the gifts and inter- 
cessions of the kings of France and Cyprus. 
Lusignan presented him with a gold salt-cellar 
of curious workmanship, and of the price of ten 
thousand ducats ; and Charles the sixth des* 
patched, by the way of Hungary, a cast of Nor- 
wegian hawks, and six horse-loads of scarlet 
cloth, of fine linen of Rheims, and of Arras 
tapestry, representing the battles of the great 
Alexander. After much delay, the effect of 
distance rather than of art, Bajazet agreed to 
accept a ransom of two hundred thousand du- 
cats for the count of Nevers and the surviving 
princes and barons : the marchal Boucicault, a 
famous warrior, was of the number of the for- 

' For tbu odiow ftct, the abbe de Vertot quotes the Hitt Auaaymt 
de St. Denyt, K xvi, c. 10, 11 (Ordre de Malthe, torn, ii, p. ZIQ). 
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CHAP, tunate ; but the admiral of France had been 
Lxiv. gig^in ia the battle ; and the constable, with the 
' ""sire de Coucy, died in the prison of Bonrsa. 
This heavy demand, which was doubled by in- 
cidental costs, fell chiefly on the duke of Bur- 
gundy, or rather on his Flemish subjects, who 
were bound by the feudal laws to contribute 
for the knighthood and captivity of the eldest 
son of their lord. For the faithful diischarge of 
the debt, some merchants of Crenoa gave seen- 
rity to the amount of five times the sum ; a les- 
sen to those warlike times, that commerce and 
credit are the links of the. society of nations. 
It had been stipulated in the treaty, that the 
French captives should swear never to bear 
arms against the person of their conqueror; but 
the ungenerous restraint was abolished by 
Bajazet himself. '' I despise," said he to the 
heir of Burgundy, " thy oaths and thy arms. 
" Thou art young, and mayest be ambitions of 
" effacing the disgrace or misfortune of thj first 
" chivalry. Assemble thy powers, proclaim thy 
'' design, and be assured that Bajazet will re- 
" joice to meet thee a second time in the field 
** of battle." Before their departure, they were 
indulged in the freedom and hospitality of the 
court of Boursa. The French princes admired 
the magnificence of the Ottoman, whose hunt- 
ing and hawking equipage was composed of 
seven thousand huntsmen and seven thousand 
falconers.^ In their presence, and at his com- 

' Sbereteddin AH (Hiit. de Tiinoiir Bee, L ▼, c. 18) allowi Bmjuct 
a round nitmbei' of 18,000 officeri and aerTantt of the chace. A part 
of his spoila was afterwards displayed in a hnnting inatch of TSmoari 
1. hounds with satin housings ; 2. leopards 'with eoUan aet witfk 
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iiiandy the belly of one of his chamberlains was chap. 
cut open, on a complaint against him for drink- ^^ 



ing the goat's milk of a poor woman. The 
strangers were astonished by this act of jus- 
tice; but it was the justice of a sultan who dis- 
dains to balance the weight of evidence, or to 
measure the degrees of guilt. 

After his enfranchisement from an oppressive Theemn- 
guardian, John Palseologus remained thirty-six pJJ^JjJJ i 
years, the helpless, and, as it should seem, the gw ▲.». 
careless, spectator of the public ruin.'* Love, s— a. »!^ 
or rather lust, was his only vigorous passion ;****'• 
and, in the epibraces of the wives or virgins of 
the city, the Turkish slave forgot the dishonour 
of the emperor of the Romans. Andronicus, 
his eldest son, had formed, at Adrianople, an 
intimate anci guilty friendship with Sauzes, the 
son of Amurath ; and the two youths conspired 
against the authority and lives of their parents. 
The presence of Amurath in Europe soon dis- 
covered and dissipated their rash counsels ; and, 
after depriving Sauzes of his sight, the Ottoman 
threatened his vassal with the treatment of an 
accomplice and an enemy, unless he inflicted a 
similar punishment on his own son. Palaeolo- 
gus trembled and obeyed ; and a cruel precau- 
tion involved in the same sentence the childhood 
and innocence of John the son of the criminal. 
But the operation was so mildly, or so skilfully, 

jeweb \ S. Grecian greyhounds $ and, 4. dop from Enropc a» strong 
as African lions (idem, L vi, c. 16). Bajaiet was particularly fond 
of flying his hawks at cranes (Chalcondyles, I. ii, p. S5)< 

' " For the reigns of John Palnsologus and bis son Manuel, from 1S54 
to 1402, see Ducas, c. 9—16. Pfarania, 1. i, c. 16—21,' and the first 
and second books of Chalcondyles, whose proper aabjcct is drowned 
ia a sea of episode. 
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CHAP, p^rfornied, that the one retained the sight of an 
^^^' eye, and the other was aMieted only with the 
DUcordoftnfirniTty of squinting. Thus excluded froni the 
**'*®"*^stlcce88ion, the two princes were CoTifined ift (he 
tower of Anema; and the piety of Manuel, the 
second son of the reigningmonarch, was reward- 
ed with the gift iA the imperral crown. But at 
the end of two years, the tni^tilence of the La- 
tins and the lerity of the Greeks produced a re- 
volution ; and the two emperort were buried in 
the tower from whence the two prisoners Were 
exalted to the throne. Another period of two 
years afforded Palaologus and Manuel the 
means of escape : it was contrived h^ the magic 
or subtlety of a monk, who wa^ aftertiately 
named the angel or the devil : they ^ed to Scu- 
tari; their adherents armed in their cause ; and 
the two Byzantine factions displayed the ambi- 
tion and animosity with which Caesar and Pom- 
pey had disputed the empire of the world. Hie 
Roman world was^ now contracted to a corner 
ofThrace, between the Propontis and the %1ack 
sea, about fifty miles in length and thirty in 
breadth ; a space of ground not more extensive 
than the lesser principalities of Germany or 
Italy, if the remains of Constantinople had ffot 
still represented the wealth and populousness 
of a kingdom. To restore the public peace, it 
was found necessary to divide this fragment of 
the empire ; and while Pal^ologus and Manael 
were left in possession of the capital, almost all 
that lay without the waifs was ceded to the 
blind princes, who fixed their residence at Rho- 
dosto and Selybria. In the tranquil slnmber 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 447 

of royalty, the passibns of John Palaeologiis chap. 
surviTed bis reason and his strength; he de-.^,,,^/«^ 



priced his favourite and heir of a blooming 
princess of Trebizond ; and while the feeble etn- 
peror laboured to consummate his nuptials, 
Manuel, with a hundred of the noblest Greeks, 
was sent on a peremptory summons to the Otto- 
WKtaparte. They served with honour in the 
iv»rs of Bajazet; but a plan of fortifying Con- 
stantinople excited his jealousy : he threatened 
their lives ; the new works were instantly de- 
molished : and we shall bestow a praise, per- 
haps above the merit of Palaeologus, if we im- 
pute this last humiliation as the cause of his 
death. 

The earliest intelligence of that event wasTheempe^ 
communicated to Manuel, who escaped with ][|^^^S0°^^ 
speed and secrecy from the palace of Boursa to^^*^ 
the Byzantine throne. Bajazet affected a proud 
indiflerence at the loss of this valuable pledge; 
and while he pursued his conquests in Europe 
and Asia, he left the emperor to struggle with 
his blind cousin John of Selybria, who, in eight 
years of civil war, asserted his right of primo- 
geniture. At length, the ambition of the victo- 
rious sultan pointed to the conquest of Constan- 
tinople ; but he listened to the advice of his 
vizir, who represented, that such an enterprise 
might unite the powers of Christendom in a se- 
cond and more formidable crusade. His epis* 
tie to the emperor was conceived in these 
words : " By the divine clemency, our invin- 
^* cible scymetar has reduced to our obedience 
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CHAP. ** almost all Agia, with many and large coun- 
LXiv. " trieg in Europe, excepting only the city of 
DutrcH of'' Constantinople: for beyond the walls thou 
Dopiie, ° '' ** hast nothing left. Resign that city ; stipu- 
iSi/**** " late thy reward ; or tremble, for thyself and 
" thy unhappy people, at the consequences of 
** a rash refusal." But his ambassadors were 
instructed to soften their tone, and to propose a 
treaty, which was subscribed with submission 
and gratitude. A truce of ten years was pur- 
chased by an annual tributeof thirty thousand 
crowns of gold : the Greeks deplored the pub- 
lic toleration of the law of Mahomet, and Baja- 
xet enjoyed the glory of establishing a Turkish 
cadhi, and founding a royal mosch in the metro- 
polis of the Easteni church.* Yet this trur 
was soon violated by the restless sultan : in the 
cause of the prince of Selybria, the lawful em- 
peror, an army of Ottomans again threatened 
Constantinople; and the distress of Manuel 
implored the protection of the king of France. 
His plaintive embassy obtained much pity and 
some relief; and the conduct of the succour 
was entrusted to the marshal Boucicault,' whose 
religious chivalry was inflamed by the desire of 
revenging his captivity on the infidels. He 
sailed with four ships of war, from Aiguesmor- 
tes to the Hellespont; forced the passage, 
which was guarded by seventeen Turkish gal- 

' Cantemir, p. 5<K— 53. Of tbe Greeks, Ducas alone (c. 13, 15) 
acknowledges the Turkish cadbi at Constantinople. Yet even Docas 
dissembles the mosch. 

^ Memoires da bon Messiere Jean le Maingre, dit-BMcioaitil, Ma* 
rtshal de France, partie i, c. 30—35. 
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lies ; landed at Constantinople a supply of six chap. ' 
hundred men at arras and sixteen hundred ^xiv. 
archers; and reviewed them in the adjacent' 
plain, without condescending to number or 
array the multitude of Greeks. By his pre- 
sence the blockade was raised both by sea and 
land ; the flying squadrons of JBajazet were 
driven to a more respectful distance ; and seve- 
ral castles in Europe and Asia were stormed by 
the emperor and the marshal, who fought, with 
equal valour, by each other's side. But the 
Ottomans soon returned with an increase of 
numbers ; and the intrepid Boucicault, after a 
year's struggle, resolved to evacuate a country, 
which could no longer afford either pay or pro- 
visions for his soldiers. The marshal offered 
to conduct Manuel to the French court, where 
he might solicit, in person, a liiupply of men 
and money; and advised, in the meanwhile, 
that, to extinguish all domestic discord, he 
should leave his blind competitor on the throne. 
The proposal was embraced : the prince of Se- 
lybria was introduced to the capital ; and such 
was the public misery, that the lot of the exile 
seemed more fortunate than that of the sove- 
reign. Instead of applauding the success of 
his vassal, the Turkish sultan claimed the city 
as his own ; and, on the refusal of the emperor 
John, Constantinople was more closely pressed 
by the calamities of war and famme. Against 
such an enemy, prayers and resistance were 
alike unavailing ; and the savage would have 
devoured his prey, if, in the fatal moment, he 

VOL. XI. G g 
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CHAP, had not been overthrown by another savage 
' , stronger than himself. By the victory of Ti- 
mour, or Tamerlane, the fall of Constantinople 
was delayed about fifty years ; and this import- 
ant, though accidental, service may justly in- 
troduce the life and character of the Mogul 
conqueror. 



^END or THE ELEVENTH VOLUME.^ 
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